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SECTION     III. 

Confederations   on   the  Lot   of  Humanity 
among/I  the  modern  Nations. 

CHAP.     I. 

On  the  feodal  government* 

JLA  A  D  there  been  no  connexion  between 
the  happinefs  of  mankind  and  their  legifla- 
tion  ;  had  thofe  rude  covenants  which  fup- 
plied  the  place  of  laws  amongft  the  barba- 
rous nations,  perifhed  with  their  manners 
and  their  cuftoms,  it  were,  undoubtedly, 
VOL.  II.  B  an 
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an  ufelefs  tafk  to  make  the  leatl  enquiry  into 
the  ftate  of  thofe  earlier  times,  which  may 
be  confidered  as  the  cradle  of  our  modern 
dynafties :  but  we  mult  recollect,  that  it  hath 
been  already  obierved  that,  to  form  a  juft  idea 
of  the  true  principles  which  constitute  the  bafis 
of  governments,  or  rather,  of  the  fpirit  which 
animates  them,  we  mufl  examine  attentively 
the  circumftances  under  which  thefe  sovern- 

»  O 

ments  have  been  eftablimed.  And  what 
people  have  preierved,  more  than  ourfelves, 
the  traces  of  our  origin  ?  if  the  French,  as 
they  are  returning  from  the  repreientation  of 
the  tragedies  of  Andromache,  or  Merope, 
fhould  imagine  themfelves  to  be  the  rivals  of 
the  Greeks,  they  need  only  enter  into  the 
houfe  of  the  next  notary,  and  perufe  the  firft 
deed,  the  firft  inftrument  of  fale,  which  may 
fall  into  their  hands,  to  be  convinced,  from 
the  mention  of  the  words  fef^  lord  paramount? 
and  vajjatage^  that  they  are  but  the  heirs  of 
the  Goths  or  Lombards.  Some  young  ftudents 
from  the  acaddmy,  or,  perhaps,  even  from 
the  philoibphical  fchools,  are  going  to  beftow 
all  the  enthufiafm  of  applaufe  on  an  a6lor, 
whom  the  public  feem  to  idolize :  one  might 
fuppole  the  theatre  to  be  filled  with  the  ci- 
tizens 
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tizens  of  Athens:  in  the  violence  of  his 
tranfports,  a  fpc  ctator  bruifes  the  arm  of  his 
next  neighbour :  they  quarrel,  retire,  and  are 
killed  in  a  duel.  Here,  then,  areourGra'/ir 
converted  into  Sicambrians^  or  Scandinavians* 
Examine  our  laws,  obferve  our  cuftoms,  and 
fee  how  continually  prejudice  and  reafon* 
politenefs  and  barbarity  are  blended  together. 
We  refemble  thofe  formidable  animals,  whom 
it  is  neceflary  to  render  tame,  and  whom  we 
behold  with  more  furprize  than  pleafure  :  even 
at  the  fight  of  their  moft  innocent  fport. ,  our 
impreflions  of  terror  do  not  entirely  fbbfide, 
and,  to  be  affected  with  their  gentlenefs,  we 
muft  think  on  their  natural  ferocity.  Be  this 
as  it  will,  let  us  not  turn  away  from  thofe 
difagreeable  objtcls,  which  are  going  to  pre* 
lent  themfelves  to  our  view.  It  is  of  little 
confequence  what  we  have  been,  provided 
there  be  no  reafon  to  blufh  for  what  we  are- 
Is  it  not  much  better  to  have  occafion.to  de- 
plore, than  to  regret  the  paft  times?  and  to 
whatibever  ftage  of  our  journey  we  may  have 
arrived,  is  not  the  traveller,  who  advances 
(lowly,  i  more  certain  of  accomplifhing  his 
defign,  than  he  who  turns  backward  ?  may 
our  obfervations,  then,  far  from  becoming 
B  2  the 
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the  fources  of  difcouragement,  prove  apolo- 
gies for  the  prefent  age,  by  explaining  the 
reafon  why  it  hath  not  made  a  greater  pro- 
grefs.  May  we  convince  thofe  unfortunate 
readers,  who  doubt  whether  a  good  govern- 
ment, or  an  happy  fociety  can  exift,  that  all 
the  focieties  and  all  the  governments  which 
they  have  in  view,  are  eftablifhed  on  the 
principles,  and  drawn  from  the  manners  of 
thofe  barbarous  nations,  whom  we  ib  juftly 
deem  the  pelts  of  humanity.  With  fuch 
materials,  was  it  poffi'ole  to  raife  the  moft 
beautiful,  and  the  moft  regular  of  all  edifices  ? 
and  who  can  efface  the  firit  given  imprei- 
ITions  ?  The  Spartans  were  ablolute  favages 
to  the  -Hctc?;  and  the  affrighted  world  ftill 
felt  the  robbers  under  Romulus^  amidit  the 
deftroyers  of  Carthage  and  Numantia. 

Much  haih  been  advanced  concerning  Ie_ 
giflationsj  and  political  eftablimments  enjoy 
their  mare  of  approbation  j  yet  men  in  ge- 
neral find  no  law,  but  in  example,  no  rule, 
but  in  cuftom.  Now,  what  people  mall  let 
thefe  examples,  what  people  mall  form  thefe 
cuftoms,  unlels  it  be  they  who  are  too  igno- 
rant to  have  any  knowledge  of  proper  mo- 
dels, and  too  favage  to  comply  with  their 

ufage  ? 
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ufa?e  ?  let  us   not,  therefore,  be  apprehen- 

£2 

five  of  directing  our  fearch  towards  a  period 
too  remote,  if  we  wifh  to  acquire  fome  idea 
of  thole  powerful  nations,  who,  dividing 
amongft  each  other  the  weftern  part  of  this 
lirtle  quarter  of  the  globe,  called  Europe, 
are,  to  the  eye  of  philofophy  and  reafon, 
the  whole  world. 

Of  the  French,  Englijh,  Spaniards,  and  even 
the  Germans,  the  origin  is  the  fame  ;  for  it  is 
of   little   confequence,    whether   we  are  de- 
fcencled  from  the  Sframbrians,  or  the  Brufteri, 
from    the     Scandinavians,    or   the   Vandals, 
we  are  all  equally  the  pofterity  of  thofe  bar- 
barous people,  who  have  ravaged  the  earth. 
Here  are  no  indigenous   nations.     Our  an- 
ceftors  have  all  conquered  the  country  which 
we  inhabit,  or,  at  lead,  if  the  vanquifhed  or 
fubmitting  nations  continued  to  be  thefources 
of  a  future  race,  they,  notwithftanding,  yield- 
ed up    their   rights,  their  cuftoms,  and  even 
their  names  to   the   conquerors*     Novvs  this 
fingle  difference   in  the  formation  of  empires 
is,  as    it   were,  the    perpetual   tftablifhment 
of  all  thofe  differences,  which,  iubfift  at  pre- 
fent  between  our  laws  and  the  laws  of  the 
ancients. 

B  3  The 
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The  hiftory  of  the  world  doth  not  ap- 
pear to  have  prefented  us  with  more  than  two 
grand  epochs,  two  very  diftinguifhed  genera- 
tions of  the  human  fpecies  j  the  propagation 
of  one  generation  arofe  from  their  profecu- 
tions  of  tillage,  and  from  thofe  emigrations 
which  are  the  confequences  of  a  fimple  and 
natural  multiplication :  it  was  thus  that  the 
Pbenicians  peopled  Europe  and  Africa :  the 
other  generation,  iffuing  forth  in  arms,  and, 
as  it  were,  by  enchantment,  from  the  bofom 
of  the  ice,  and  the  recedes  of  the  defart,  ap- 
proached to  devour  the  labours  of  the  former 
generation, like  thofe  fwarms  of  locufts,  which, 
whilft  none  can  tell  from  whence  they  come, 
confume,  in  one  night,  the  fubfiftance  of  a 
whole  people.  The  firft  race  refembied  a 
beneficial  river,  the  progreffive  inundations 
of  which  fertilize  even  the  mofl  aidant  lands. 
The  lad  race  may  be  compared  to  a  torrent, 
which  fwelling  in  a  night,  breaks  over  every 
bank,  and  dallies  down  each  obftacle  to  its 
paflage.  It  is  evident  that  the  former  race, 
wife  and  bountiful  in  their  principles,  were 

foon  corrupted  by  fuccefs Nature,  as 

yet  young,  and  glowing  with  fecundity,  was 
too  impatient  to  fatisfy  the  follicitations  of 

man- 
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mankind.  Situated,  I  know  not  how,  in 
thofe  places,  the  mod  convenient  to  their 
fpecies,  they  inhabited  only  the  gardens  of 
the  earth.  No  violences  lefs  than  defpotifm, 
ambition,  civil  war,  and  all  thofe  too  hafty 
fruits,  produced,  by  our  unfolding  paflions, 
could  have  forced  them  tofeek  out  an  a'fylum 
amidft  the  burning  fands,  or  on  the  frozen 
mountains.  Is  it  not  reafonable  to  fuppofe, 
that  every  nation,  inhabiting  a  rigorous  cli- 
mate»  is  originally  a  profcribed  people,  a  race 
of  fugitives  ?  if  the  palm  tree  be  obferved 
to  vegetate  with  difficulty,  in  thofe  countries 
which  are  fhaded  by  the  fturdy  oaks,  or  if 
fome  weak  and  ftunted  oaks  appear  amongft 
the  palm  trees,  fay  that  they  are  the  whim- 
fical  productions  of  art,  and  introduced  to 
gratify  the  curiofity  of  the  planter.  Perhaps 
had  nature  alone  been  confuked,  the  fir 
would  have  rifen  in  Sweden,  the  oak  in  Ger- 
many^  the  pine  apple  at  Sainl  Domingo,  and 
men  in  Afia.  Perhaps  too,  the  human  kind 
can  accommodate  themfelves  to  different  tem- 
peratures, and  only  become  more  beautiful 
and  more  ftrong,  in  thofe  climates  which 
agree  with  them  the  beft:  for,  on  this  fub- 
ject,  as  well  as  on  fuch  a  number  of  other 
B  4  fub- 
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fubje&s,  what  is  actually  known  ?  what  can 
be  afTerted  ?  iu  is,  however,  fufficient  to  ob- 
ferve,  that,  in  the  firft  age  of  the  world,  the 
eftablilhments  of  people  were  formed  by 
emigrations,  and  by  colonies  -,  and  in  the  fe- 
cond  age,  by  invafions  and  by  conquefts : 
from  hence  arife  two  principles  of  govern,- 
ment,  abfolutely  oppofite  to  each  other  :  and 
from  hence,  alfo,  proceeds  the  entirely  new 
organization  of  political  focieties;  not  unlike 
to  thofe  organizations  which  the  philofophers 
attribute  to  the  univerfe,  where  one  part  is 
active,  and  the  other  part  is  paffive  ;  where 
one  part  gives,  and  the  other  part  receives 
the  form.  NGVUS  rerum  nafcitur  or  do., 

But  this  new  government,  this  legislation 
of  the  barbarous  nations,  hath  not  been  long 
more  known  to  us,  than  their  origin  j  and 
yet  what  volumes  have  been  written  on  this 
fubjecl !  all  had  been  read,  alt  examined,  all 
reftored,  all  cleared  up:  the  dufty  treafures 
of  the  cloifter  had  been  rummaged  from 
end  to  end  :  every  chronicle,  and  every  chart 
had  contributed  its  fhare  of  information ; 
when  Montesquieu  appeared,  and  threw  new 
light  upon  the  matter :  and  Mdntefquieu  liim- 
felf  hath  been  fuccefsfully  refuted.  It  is, 

per- 
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perhaps,  becaufe  thefe  authors  have  never 
given  Sufficient  extent  to  their  obfervations  : 
like  the  aflronomers,  before  the  diicovery  of 
Dohndus,  they  made  ule  of  glaifes,  which 
could  not  carry  the  eye  to  a  neceilary  diftance. 
Many  writers  have  confideredonly  the  ft-odal 
government ;  and  in  this  examination,  Cbarle- 
magne  and  the  French  alone  were  included. 
Others,  bellowing  all  their  attention  on  the 
firft  conquerors  of  the  Gauls,  pretend  to  have 
difcovered,  in  an  army  of  the  Sicamirians, 
the  prototype  of  all  modern  governments. 
Others,  perceiving  the  traces  of  the  feodal 
fyftem,  in  almoft  every  law,  which  hath  de- 
fcended  to  us,  confound  the  different  epochs, 
and  would  perfuade  us,  that  the  fyftem  which 
exifted  at  the  acceiiion  of  Hugh  Capet^  was 
as  ancient  as  the  monarchy  ;  as  if  barbarians 
could  have  been  civilians,  and  as  if  every 
written  law  -were  not,  for  that  very  reafon, 
a  modern  law.('<zj  The  reft,  more  exaci  in 

their 

(a)  There  are  fome  laws  which  were  written  prior 
to  the  reign  of  Charlemagne ;  but  it  is  to  him  that  we 
owe  the  digeftion  and  amplification  of  thefe  very 
Jaws.  The  author  of  "  Variations  de  la  monarchic 
Francoife,"  Mr.  Gautier  de  Sibert,  of  Auxerre,  in 
Burgundy,  obferves,  that  in  the  new  collection  of  Salic 
laws,  this  prince  augmented  the  price  of  compositions. 
See  vol.  2.  p,  54, 
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their  enquiries,  have  imagined  that  they 
found  the  end  of  the  clue,  and  reached  the 
origin  of  the  feodal  government. 

As  it  is  impofiible  to  pronounce  the  names 
of  BoulainvillierSi  Dubos,  Montefquieu,  and 
Mttbiy^(b)  without  paying  the  greatefl  refpect 

to 

(b)  It  is  only  to  a  very  inconfiderable  number  of 
readers,  that  any  mention  of  thefe  illuitrious  characters 
in  the  French  republic  of  letters  can  be  necefiary  :  but 
as  in  the  preceding  volume  fome  flight  particulars  have 
been  given  of  their  countrymen,  I  flatter  myfelf  that 
this  note  will  not  be  deemed  altogether  inexcufable. 

The  Count  de  Boulahi'villiers,  after  a  finifhed  educa- 
tion, pa/Ted  the  earlier  part  of  his  life  in  the  army, 
and  quitting  it,  to  adjuft  the  confufion  of  his  family 
affairs,  he  indulged  every  opportunity  of  mixing  with 
an  attention  to  private  concerns,  a  clofe  application  to 
the  lludy  of  hillory.  Voltaire  imagines  that  he  muft 
have  excelled  all  others,  on  this  fubjeft,  if  he  had  not 
been  too  fyftematical.  His  account  of  the  ancient  par- 
liaments of  Paris  is  translated  by  Mr.  Forman,  and  was 
printed  in  1/39,  in  two  odlavo  volumes.  An  author, 
who  declared  the  feodal  government  to  be  the  matter- 
piece  of  human  inftitutions,  had  reafon  to  expecl  oppo- 
nents. The  prefident  Renault  and,  Mc.+'efquieu  entirely 
rejeft  his  opinion,  relative  to  the  beginning  of  the 
French  monarchy.  Such  polite  writers  could  differ 
from  him,  without  incivility;  but  Bculain-villiers  hath 
been  attacked  by  thofe  who  thought  the  mildnefs  and 
the  zeal  of  chriilianity  were  not  to  be  united.  His 
*'  life  of  Mahomet,"  apoilhumous  Workj  and  left  un- 

finifhed 
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to  their  penetration  and  learning,  I  fhould 
not  have  hazarded  any  obfervations,  unlefs 
thele  writers  Iiad  afforded,  by  their  dii agree- 
ment in  opinions,  proofs  that  they  were  liable 

to 

finiihed  at  his  death,  excited  fo  unfavourable  an  idea 
of  his  religious  principles,  that  his  memory  hath  been 
blackened  with  imputations  which,  probably,  he  did 
rot  merit. 

When  Torcy,  one  of  the  greatefc  miniiiers  of  the  court 
of  France,  prefided  over  the  department  for  foreign 
affairs,  he  confidered  Abbe  Dubos  as  a  neceilary  acqui- 
fition,  and  employed  him  in  different  tranfcclions  of  im- 
portance, in  Germany,  Italy,  Holland  and  England. 
By  his  conduft,  during  the  treaty  of  Utrechr,  he  gain- 
ed the  charafter  of  an"  able  negociator.  The  variety 
and  extent  of  his  talents,  as  a  writer,  are  vifible  in  his 
Works,  which,  with  all  their  errors,  afford  a  folid  tefti- 
mony  of  deep  learning  and  refined  tafte.  The  author 
cf  the  age  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth  hath,  net  without 
reafon,  commended  the  "  Reflections  on  Poetry  and 
Painting,v  a  performance  in  which  Dubns  amply  aiones 
for  fome  few  miftakes,  by  the  diverfity,  the  novelty, 
and  the  weight  of  his  remarks.  Order  and  precision 
are  often  wanting;  yet  the  writer  not  only  thinks  him- 
felf,  but  makes  his  readers  think.  It  was  fJdy  from 
what  he  had  feen,  and  meditated  on,  that  i'uc'.i  excel- 
lent materials  were  railed  into  a  pleafing  ftrudure,  by 
one  ignorant  of  rnufic,  unable  to  make  a  verfe,  and  at 
no  period  of  his  life,  in  poflefilon  of  a  picture.  In  his 
**  hiftory  of  four  emperors  of  the  name  of  Gcrdia- 
uus,  proved  and  illuilrated,  by  medals,"  he  fupports 
hi  5  opinion,  in  oppofition  to  the  generally  received  no- 
tion, 
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to  err,  and  that  even  their  erudition  was  not 
equal  to  the  inveftigation  of  the  truth.  As 
an  examination  into  every  circumftance,  by 
which  the  happinefs  of  mankind  hath  been 

affefted, 


tion,  that  there  were  three  emperors,  with  much  erudi- 
tion, and  more  modefty.  The  work,  to  which  the  Che- 
valier alludes,  is  entitled,  "  hiiloire  critique  de  1'eta- 
bliffement  de  la  monarchic  Francoife  dans  les  Gaules." 
It  hath  been  obfcr\ed,  that  if  the  fyftem  int'O-:.1'. ..  by 
Abbe  Dubos,  had  been  raifed  on  a  fubftantial  founda- 
tion, he  need  not  have  written  three  perifhable  volumes, 
in  its  defence.  Perhaps,  feme  juitice  may  be  mixed 
with  the  feverity  of  this  criticifm  ;  yet  it  muit  be  ccn- 
feffed,  that  he  hath  removed  many  obltacles  to  the  in- 
veftigation of  the  origin  of  the  French.  He  is  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  Gauls  invited  the  Franks  to  govern  diem, 
and  makes  Clovis,  who,  in  the  judgment  of  the  moft 
celebrated  authors,  was  the  reverfe  of  fuch  a  character, 
more  a  politician,  than  a  conqueror.  Befides  other 
works,  Dubos  publifhed,  in  1704,  a  trad,  entitled, 
"  Les  interets  de  1'Angleterre  mal  entendus  d«ns  la 
guerre  prefente,"  in  his  account  of  which,  Abbe  Len- 
glet  is  probably  not  miftaken,  when  he  mentions  it,  as 
being  very  favourably  received  in  France3  but  making 
no  impreffion  on  the  Englim. 

Abbe  de  Mably,  the  elegant  and  learned  author  of 
"  Confiderations  furleGrece;"  "  Droit  publique  de 
1'Europe;"  "  Principes  des  negociations  j"  "  Obferva- 
tions  fur  1'hiftoire  de  France ;"  "  Entretiens  de  Pho- 
cions;"  ^c.  is,  if  I  miitake  not,  Hill  living  i  but 
Montefquieu  is  dead;  and  if,  in  the  picture  of  thij 

illuftriou.5 
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affected,  is  the  object  of  this  work,  there 
muft  be  a  particular  propriety  in  remarking 
what  was  the  general  fpirit,  which  actuated 
the  barbarians,  who  invaded  our  weftern 
countries. 

We 

iiluflrious  friend  of  man,  the  reader  fliould  perceive  the 
glowing  pencil  of  the  earl  of  Chefterfield,"  penetrated 
with  veneration  and  concern,  he  will  deem  it  a  more 
than  national  misfortune,  that  the  lives  of  Stanhope, 
and  his  favorite,  were  not  as  durable  as  is  their  reputa- 
tion. The  following  is  the  paragraph,  which  the  noble 
lord  caufed  to  be  inferred,  in  the  public  papers  of 
February  1755.  "On  the  tenth  of  this  month,  died 
at  Paris,  univerfally  and  fincerely  regretted,  Charles 
Secondat,  baron  of  Montefquiea,  and  prefident  a  Mor- 
tier  of  the  parliament  of  Bourdeaux.  His  virtues  did 
honour  to  human  nature,  his  writings,  juftice.  A 
friend  to  mankind,  he  afferted  their  undoubted,  and 
unalienable  rights  with  freedom,  even  in  his  own  coun- 
try, whofe  prejudice,  in  matters  of  religion  and  go- 
vernment, he  had  long  lamented,  and  endeavoured, 
not  without  fome  fuccefs,  to  remove.  He  well  knew, 
and  juitly  admired  the  happy  conftitution  of  this  coun- 
try, where  fixed  and  known  laws  equally  reftrain  mo- 
narchy from  tyranny-  and  liberty  from  licentioufnefs. 
His  Works  will  illuftrate  his  name,  and  furvive  him, 
as  long  as  right  reafon,  moral  obligation,  and  the  true 
Spirit  of  Laws  (hall  be  underllood,  refpefted  and  main- 
tained."  To  the  few,  who  are  unacquainted  wilh  the 

particulars  of  the  life  of  Montefquieu,  an  account,  tranf- 
lated  from  the  French  of  the  celebrated  Mr.  J'Alembert, 

and 
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We  cannot  refufe  our  a/Tent  to  thofe  foiid 
authorities,  by  which  Abbe  de  Mably  thinks 
himfelf  juftified  in  founding  the  feodal  go- 
vernment, firil,  on  the  alienation  for  life  of 

be- 

and  inferred  in  the  firil  volume  of  the  Annual  Regifter, 
and  the  eighth  volume  of  the  Biographical  Dictionary, 
will  furnifh  them  with  much  entertaining  information. 
1  fhall  therefore  conclude  this  note,  with  fuch  anecdotes, 
as  have  no  place,  in  either  of  thefe  compilations.  Dur- 
ing the  fatal  ilinefs  of  Montefquieu,  he  was  waited  on, 
in  confequence  of  an  order  from  the  king,  by  the  duke 
de  Niverncis  :  at  this  interview,  the  topic,  perhaps, 
alfo  by  command,  was  religion.  "  I  have  always  (faid 
the  baron)  refpefted  chiiftianity,  and  thought  the  mo- 
rality of  the  gofpel  the  nobleft  gift  which  the  Supreme 
Being  could  have  beftowed  on  man."  When  Father 
Routh,  an  Iriih  Jefuit,  and  his  confeffor,  prelTed  him 
to  deliver  up  the  corrections,  which  he  had  made  for 
the  Perfian  letters,  Montefquieu  gave  the  manufcript  to 
the  duchefs  d'Aguilion,  and,  defiring  her  to  confult 
his  well-wifhcrs  on  the  propriety  of  its  publication, 
added  ;  "  I  will  facrifice  every  thing  to  reafon,  and  to 
religion,  but  nothing  to  the  Jefuits."  This  illufuioua 
woman,  who  fcarccly  ever  left  her  dying  friend,  may 
claim  the  honour  of  having  preferved  his  writings.  One 
day,  when  fhe  had  retired  to  dinner,  Routh,  after  dif- 
mifling  the  fecretaty,  who  was  the  only  perfon  remain- 
ing in  the  room,  locked  the  door.  The  duchefs,  un- 
expeftedly  returning,  and  hearing  the  baron  fpeak  with 
gre;  emotion,  infilled  on  being  admitted.  As  fhe  up- 
braided Routh  with  the  barbarity  of  tormenting  one  in 

bit 
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benefices,  or  royal  domains,  made  at  the 
treaty  of  Andeli,  and  confirmed  by  the  coun- 
cil of  Paris,  in  615,  at  the  coronation  of 
Clotaire  the  fecond  :  fecondly,  on  the  fervice 

which 

his  laft  moments,  Montefquieu  complained  that  he 
would  have  forced  from  him  the  key  of  his  fcrutcre,  in 
order  to  obtain  his  papers.  Routh  pleaded,  in  his  de- 
fence, obedience  to  the  will  of  his  fuperiors.  He  was 
difmiffed,  without  Having  executed  his  purpofes.  This 
was  the  Jefuit,  who,  after  the  deceafe  of  Montefquieu, 
publimed  a  pretended  letter,  in  which  that  injured 
writer  is  made  to  declare,  "  that  it  was  a  tafte  for  no- 
velty, and  fingularity  ;  a  defire  to  be  efteemed  a  genius, 
fuperior  to  all  common  prejudices,  all  vulgar  rules ; 
an  inclination  to  catch  at  the  applaufe  of  thofe,  who 
could  diredl  the  tide  of  popular  efteem,  and  who  never 
beftow  their  praife  fo  freely,  as  when  they  feem  autho- 
rifed  in  throwing  off  the  yoke  of  dependance  and  con- 
ftraint,  which  occasioned  him  to  take  arms  againft  re- 
ligion." In  the  library  of  Mr.  de  Secondat,  the  wor- 
thy fon  of  this  great  man,  are  fix  quarto  manufcript 
volumes,  entitled,  Materials  for  the  Spirit  of  Laws ; 
Arfaces,  a  political  and  moral  romance  ;  and  fome  fcraps 
of  the  hiflory  of  Theodoric,  king  of  the  Oftrogoths. 
But  the  public  muft  be  deprived  of  thefe  fragments,  and 
of  the  hiftory  of  Lewis  the  eleventh,  all  of  which  Mon- 
tefquieu threw  into  the  fire,  by  miitake,  imagining 
them  to  be  the  foul  copies  ;  and  thefe,  his  fecretary  had 
burned  before.  In  1758,  Mr.  de  Leyre  publiihed  "the 
Genius  of  Montefquieu,"  a  judicious  extract  from  the 
fine  fentiments,  which  enrich  his  works.  Here,  as  the 
abridger  elegantly  obferves,  are  only  links,  difunited 
from  a  long  chain  j  but  they  are  links  of  gold.  K. 
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which  Charles  Martel  thought  proper  to  ex- 
ad  from  the  pofleffors  of  benefices ;  the 
which  fervice  became,  in  procefs  of  time, 
one  of  the  tenures,  whereby  fuch  benefices 
were  holden  :  and  thefe  difpofitions  were  fol- 
lowed, and  amended  by  Pepin,  and  by  Charle- 
magne. Thirdly,  on  the  fucceffion  of  be- 
nefices, extorted  from  Charles  the  Bald  ;  and 
laftly,  on  the  ufurpation  of  earldoms,  and 
feignories,  which  was  approved  by  Hugh 
Capet,  and  his  fuccefTors.  But  did  this  feo- 
dal  fyftem  take  place  amongft  all  other  peo- 
ple btfides  the  Franks  ?  Did  not  the  feeds  of 
this  government  exiit,  according  to  an  cx- 
preffion  of  the  fchools,  in  fctentia^  amid  ft 
the  firft  eftabiifhment  of  thefe  barbarians  ? 
it  fecms  necelfcry  that  this  point  fhould  be 
examined,  (c) 

Every 

(c)  If  the  diflributions  of  lands,  granted  by  Con- 
flantine,  and  his  fucceflbrs,  to  the  troops  appointed  to 
guard  the  frontiers  of  the  empire,  eilabliflied  a  kind  of 
beneficiary,  and  condition alpofTeflion ;  if  other  troops, 
quartered  within  the  mere  interior  garrifons,  in  like 
"ir.anner,  received  a  divifion  of  lands;  if  the  armies  cf 
the  barbarians,  v/hen  they  became  the  allies  of  the 
empire,  undertook  to  defend  it,  on  the  fame  condi- 
tions ;  if  an  agreflic  foldiery  formed  a  new  order  of 

anncd 
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Every  author  whom  I  have  cited  hath  not 
forgotten  to  go  back  as  far  as  Tacitus,  in 
order  to  fettle  his  opinion  of  the  conquerors 
of  the  Gauls ;  but  befides  that  Tacitus  is  fuf- 
pected  of  having  fomewhat  embellifhed  his 
fubje<3:,  and  fo  painted  the  manners  of  the 

VOL.  II.  C  Germans, 

armed  pofTefTof  s,  under  the  title  of  Ripuarii,  L<zti,  and 
Stationarii ;  if  the  different  loffes  of  the  territories  of 
the  empire,  by  degrees  difplaced  its  limits,  and  changed 
into  frontiers,  the  greater  part  of  Gaul;  if  the  laft 
conquerors,  the  Franks,  for  inilance,  did  nothing  but 
fupply  the  place  of  this  foldiery,  whom  they  had  driven, 
out;  if,  finding  the  divifions  all  made,  and  zpolitico- 
inilitary  order  quite  fettled,  they  were  contented  to  add 
to  thefe,  their  ancient  cuftoms,  that  is  to  fay,  if  their 
kings  had  kept  up  that  kind  of  military  court,  that  fe- 
leftion  (the  fource  of  which  may  be  traced  in  the  man- 
ners of  the  Germans)  of  men,  attached  to  their  fer- 
vice,  ftiled  Leuaes,  Fideles,  Antruftiones ;  in  fhort,  if 
this  barbarous  nation  retained  all  their  fingular  ideas  of 
a  perfonal  vaflalage,  a  vafTalage  independent  of  pro- 
perties, may  one  not  expecl  an  ingenious,  well  con- 
nected, and  extenlive  fyitem,  touching  the  feodal  law  ? 
yet  this  will  not  be  the  fyltem  of  Montefquieu,  of  Bon- 
lain-jilliers,  of  Mably,  or  even  of  Dubos,  who  makes 
the  neareft  approaches  to  it.  It  will  be  the  fyflem  of 
the  author  of  Us  Origines,*  and  let  me  prevail  upon  the 

reader 

*  The  aatl:or  of"  Les  Origines,"  is  the  Chevalier  de  Buat, 
tte  French  pleuifctenliary  at  Drefden,  and  late  minijler  at 
Ratijl>ont 
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Germans,  that  they  might  prove  a  fatire  on 
the  manners  of  the  Romans,  it  may  be  doubt* 
ed  whether  he  could  have  been  equally  well 
acquainted  with  the  government  of  fo  many 
different  people,  who  inhabited  the  forefis  of 
Germany. (d)  It  is  moreover  evident  that  the 
nations  which  invaded  Italy ,  Spain,  and  Bri- 
/#/#,  came  frpm  a  much  greater  ciftancej 
and  with  regard  to  the  real  origin  of  our  an- 
ceftors,  we  know  nothing.  What  then  is  the 
point  neceflary  to  be  examined  ?  it  is,  whether 
amongft  all  thefe  people,  there  hath  not  been 
fome  mark  of  refemblance ;  whether,  in  their 
conquefts,  they  did  not  adopt  a  fimilarity  of 
conduct  j  whether  it  doth  not  appear  that 

their 

reader  to  examine  it,  in  the  fourth,  and  following  book 
of  his  learned  work.  He  will  alfo  find  the  fame  plan, 
in  the  memoir  of  Abbe  Gamier,  concerning  the  origin 
-of  the  French  monarchy,  with  only  this  difference, 
that  the  able  academician  le?.ni  rather  more  to  the  Rc- 
mau  origin ;  fo  that  were  hic'poiition  granted,  the  Franks 
might  be  fiid  to  have  fallen  on  the  Gauls,  as  drops  of 
rain  fall  on  a  piece  of  water :  theyr  for  a  moment  dif- 
turb  its  furface,  but  quickly  become  identical  '.vith  the 
whole  body. 

(d)  Abbe  du  Bos  hath  fatisfa&orily  proved  that  the 
form  of  government  was  not  the  fame  amongft  all  the 
iO:ich  compoiec,  tht  Germanic  nation.     SeeHiih 
crit.  de  la-monarc^.  Franc. 
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their  eftablifhmerits  arofe  on  the  fame  prin- 
ciples, and  contained  in  fact  ibme  rudiment 
of  the  feodal  fyftem. 

Amidft  an  armed  multitude,  feme  order, 
fome  arrangement  is  requifite.  It  hath  a 
king,  chiefs,  and  officers ;  in  fhort,  it  is  an 
army.  This  army  takes  poiTcfTion  of  a  coun- 
try, in  which  they  mean  to  fettle.  They  im- 
mediately fix  themfelves  in  the  mcft  con- 
venient territories,  and  without  making  any 
divifion,  or  intending  that  the  vanquifhed 
fhould  enjoy  acompenfation,  by  allotments,^ 
they  feize  on  the  domains  which  are  nearefl 
within  their  reach  ;  and  to  this  are  they  im- 
pelled by  the  natural  reflexion  that  invafion 
fpreads  terror  all  around,  and  drives  av/ay 
the  people.  The  priibners  of  this  war  be- 
come Haves,  and  are  compelled  to  labour; 
fbves  are  alfo  found  on  the  edates  and  farms 
of  the  conquered  ;  and  thefe  are  employed 
C  2  for 


(e)  It  appears  that  the  Goths  included  the  Romans 
in  a  divifion  of  lands,  in  confequence  of  which,  thefe 
laft  enjoyed  a  third  fliare,  the  Goths  referving  the 
other  two  {hares  for  themfelves :  this  is  evident  from 
the  eighth,  ninth,  and  fixtesnth  titles  of  the  tenth  book 
of  the  code  of  the  Viilgoths, 
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for  the  benefit  of  the  conquerors  \(f)  thus, 
to  borrow  the  language  of  a  common  pro- 
verb, they  live  from  hand  to  mouth,  always  in 
arms,  always  ready  to  afiemble  together,  at 
the  firft  fignal.  But  as  their  moments  of 
tranqiulity  acquire  a  longer  duration,  they 
begin  to  arrange,  and  to  fettle  themfelves  : 

O  O     *  * 

their  domeflic  concerns  become  more  inte- 
refting,'  and,  left  they  mould  be  too  frequent- 
ly removed  from  the  pofTibility  of  attending 
to  them,  they  agree  to  meet  only  once  or 

twice 


'(f)  The  author  of  "  letters  on  nobility"  imagines 
that  the  origin  of  fervitude  nmongil  the  Gauls,  maybe 
traced  farther  back  than  the  conqueft  of  the  Franks. 
To  illuftrate  this  fubjeft,  he  quotes  a  paflage  from  the 
commentaries  of  Caefar,  which  indeed  ftrongly  fupports 
his  opinion.  It  is  in  the  firft  book.  "  Populus  pene 
fervor  urn  habetur  loco."  The  fame  writer,  confidering 
the  great  quantity  of  flaves,  attached  to  the  glebe, 
fuppofes  that  amongft  the  Gauls,  were  large  po/Tefiions, 
as  well  in  land,  as  in  flaves,  which  the  kings  probably 
feized  on,  and  which  gave  rife  afterwards  to  that  im- 
menfe  diflribution  of  benefices,  fo  apparently  difficult 
to  account  for.  Mr.  Hume  (hill,  of  Engl.  8vo.  p.  226. 
227.)  informs  us  that  the  flaves  amongft  the  Anglo- 
Saxons  w>ere  very  numerous,  and  that  they  were  di- 
vided into  two  kinds  ;  the  houfehcld  flaves,  after  the 
manner  of  the  antients,  and  the  predial,  or  rufu'c 
flaves,  after  the  manner  of  the  Germans.  Spellm. 
Glofs.  in  verb,  fcrvus. 
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twice  within  the  year.  Such  an  afiembly  is 
ihcfgld  of  March,  amongft  the  Franks  ;  and 
fuch  alfo  is  the  Wittenagsmot  amongft  the 
Saxons.  Is  war  in  agitation  ?  all  the  Franks 
repair  to  the  Jiehl  of  March.  Is  the  com- 
plexion of  the  times  more  peaceable  ?  the 
principal  officers,  the  great  men  who  compofe 
the  court  of  the  king,  and  fome  chiefs,  near- 
eft  to  the  fpot,  are  the  only  perfons  who  at- 
tend this  meeting.  By  little  and  little,  the 
families  multiply;  ftrangers  intermixing  are 
confounded  with  the  natives  •,  whilft  the  van- 
quilhed  are  imprefTed  wkh  terror,  the  con- 
querors melt  into  humanity,  and  the  laws  and 
cuftoms  of  the  firft  begin  to  prevail.  Their 
magistracies  are  not  entirely  the  fame,  but 
their  titles  re-appear  under  new  termsx  and 
inftead  of  thofe  barbarous  names,.  Graphic n^ 
Thungin^  and  Rachimlcurg^  we  read  of  Dukes Y 
County  and  Centtniers.(g)  Some  countries 
C  3  at 

(g)  Thefe  afiemblies  were  (liled  the  field  of  March, 
or  the  field  of  May,  becaufe  they  were  holden  in  one 
of  thofe  months,  in  the  open  air,  and  on  a  plain,  fuf- 
ficiently  extenfive  to  receive  fuch  great  numbers,  as  en- 
joyed the  privilege  of  being  prefent The  Wit- 

tenagemot,  or  (for  fuch  is  the  fignification  of  the-  word) 

the 
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at  a  diftance  from  the  parts,  where  the  army 
were  ftationed,  or  through  which  they  march- 
ed,  not  having  been  fubdued  in  the  firft  bat- 
tles, fubmit  themfelves  under  the  coniirmatioh 
of  a  treaty,  which,  on  their  fide,  is  but  half 
voluntary.  Many  privileges  are  either  grant- 
ed, or  preferved :  one  language  re-acts  upon 
the  other  language,  as  do  the  manners  cA  the 
conquering  nation  upon  the  manners  of  the 
indigenous  nation.  The  Franks  appropriate 
to  themfelves  fome  things  which  were  peculiar 
to  the  Roman-Gauls i  and  thefe,  in  their  turn, 

adopt 


the  affembly  of  the  wife  men,  wr,s  a  national  council, 
whcie  confent  was  neceffary  to  the  ratification  of  all, 

laws,  and  every  aft  of  public  adminiftration The 

Graphions  were,  at  the  fame  time,  captains  and 
fudges  over  the  inhabitants  of  their  particular  diftrict. 
Thefe,  and  the  Thungins,  who,  (if  I  miftaJce  not) 
were  their  lieutenants,  or  deputies,  were  afiified,  when-, 
ever  they  kept  their  court,  by  feven  afTefTors,  or  Ra- 
chirnbourgs,  always  felecled  from  the  fame  nation,  to 
which  the  perfbn  proceeded  againft  belonged.  Thefe 
nfleffors  were  the  mofl  eminent  citizens,  who  declared 
the  fentence,  \vhilir.  the  chief  of  the  tribunal  only  pro- 
nounced it,  K. 

The  titles  of  duke  and  count  had  been  adopted  from 
the  time  of  Conftantine.  They  were  generals  who- 
commanded  at  the  frontiers,  and  who  kept  on  foot  art 

armed, 
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adopt  other  things  from  the  Franks.  The 
Franks,  deiirous  of  having  laws,  form  hafty 
compilations,  in  which  one  portion  of  their 
own  lesfiflation,  and  another  portion  of  the 
Roman  legiQation  are  rudely  intermingled. 
The  Gauls,  equally  defirous  of  being  placed 
near  the  kings  of  the  Franks,  claim  the  pri- 
vilege of  affifting  at  their  councils,  and  en- 
joying a  mare  of  the  honours ;  whilft  the 
Sicambrian  king  afilimes  the -patrician  gown, 
the  citizen  of  Gaul,  armed  with  his  Fran- 
or  battle-axe,  dignifies  himfelf  with 
C  4  the 


armed  body,  to  whom  they  had  ceded  the  lands  around 
their  quarters.    See  "  hift.  du  basemp."  v.  i.  p.  5:9. 

As  to  the  origin  of  lands  given  inftead  of  pay,  as 
ftipendium,  or  feodum,  that  is  traced  back  as  far  as 
Alexander  Sever  us.  See  hift.  du  bas  emp.  v.  5.  p.  279. 

This  hiftory  of  the  lower  empire  (tranflated  with  fi- 
delity, and  elegance,  into  our  language)  is  written  by 
Mr.  le  Beau,  ProfefTor  Emeritus,  in  the  univerfity  of 
Paris,  and  perpetual  fecretary  of  the  royal  academy  of 
infcriptions,  and  belles  lettres.  Death  hath  difunited 
a  "  par  nobile  fratrum  :"  I  think  it  is  to  the  late  bro- 
ther of  this  gentleman,  who  was  alfo  a  member  of  the 
fame  academy,  that  the  public  is  indebted  for  an 
edition  of  Homer,  and  the  orations  of  Cicero,  with 
npces,  K.. 
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the  title  of  Leude.(b)  Thus,  the  greater 
part  of  thefe  changes  in  the  moral,  as  in  the 
physical  fyftem,  is  brought  forward  by  im- 
perceptible gradations*  by  thofe  little  circu  al- 
liances, 

(h)  It  is  evident,  from  the  laws  of  the  Franks,  and 
from  the  ftrongeft  authorities,  that  feveral  Romans  or 
Gauls  enjoyed  the  title  of  companions  to  the  king,  and 
that  they  filled  conjunctively  with  che  others,  the  mcil 
important  ports,  and  this,  not  only  on  account  of  their 
dignity,  but  the  influence  which  they  maintained  in  the; 
direction  of  public  affairs.  The  author  of  "  letters 
on  nobility"  confirms  this  circumftance,  by  feveral  ex- 
amples. (See  letter  2.)  It  is  true  that  the  difference 
which  the  laws  made  between  the  compofition  for  the 
murder  of  a  Frank,  companion  to  the  king,  and  of  a 
Roman,  inverted  with  the  fame  honour,  fufficiently 
proves  that  there  was  not,  at  any  time,  a  parity  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  But  Abbe  de  Mably  hath  fhewn 
that  this  kind  cf  difparity  either  could  not  have  larted 
long,  or  ceafed  to  be  humiliating  to  the  Romans,  fince 
they  were  at  liberty  to  incorporate  themfelvcs  with  the 
conquering  nation,  provided  only  that  they  declared 
their  readinefs  to  yield  obedience  to  their  laws. 

I  cannot  in  this  place  avoid  obferving  how  much  the 
earlieft  times  of  our  hiftory  are  involved  in  darknefs.; 
for  whilft  Montefquieu  and  Mably  confine  the  title  cf 
Leude,  to  thofe  Fideles,  or  Antruftiones,  who  were  the 
companions  of  the  king,  we  read  in  Chantereau,  that 
tins  word  iignified  the  people  in  general,  and  that, 
?.lfo,  by  the  expreffion,  Leuth,  in  the  German  lan- 
guage, is  meant  the  people.  This  opinion  is  fupported 
by  a  multitude  of  quotations.  See  Orig.  des  fiefs,  ch.  7, 
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fiances,  which  efcape  our  obfervation,  and 
which  appear  the  more  inconfiderable,  the 
nearer  they  are  placed  to  the  circumftances, 
which  refult  from  them. 

If  we  admit  the  opinion  of  the  count  ds 
BoulainvillierS)  the  Franks  were  all  equal,  and 
their  kins;  was  no  more  than  the  chief  of  a 

O 

troop,  formidable  even  to  himfdf :  if  we 
believe  Abbe  du  Bos,  whofe  fentiments  on  this 
head  are,  unfortunately,  the  fentiments  of 
the  majority  of  our  lawyers,'/)  the  king  was 
the  fole  mafter  of  the  nation,  the  fole  pro- 
prietary of  invaded  lands,  in  conftquence  of 
which,  every  fubject  who  obtained  an  allot- 
ment of  thele  lands,  was  indebted  for  it  ab- 
foiutely  to  his  munificence.(£)  Coniult  Abbs 

ds 


(i)  One  cannot  perceive  without  concern,  that  every 
attorney  general,  every  follicitor  general,  and  even  Mr. 
d'  Agueffeau  himfelf,  eftablifti  it  as  a  principle,  that  the 
maxim,  nulle  t err e  fans  feigncur,  is  general  in  the  law  of 
France ;  and  that  the  lords  always  hold  their  fiefs  de- 
pendant on  the  bounty  of  their  kings,  from  \vhofe  gift 
and  diftribution  all  hath  proceeded  ;  as  if  it  were  not 
neceffary  that  previous  to  their  giving  every  thing  away, 
they  muft  have  ufurped  every  thing. 

(k)  Prcfident  Renault  feems  to  have  embraced  a 
middle  opinion  :  he  leans  more  to  the  authority  of  the 

kings, 
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de  Mably>  and  he  will  tell  you  that  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Franks  was  democratical. 
Confult  Prejtdent  de  Mont.efquieu,  and  he  will 
pbferve  to  you,  that  nobility  exifled  even, 
amongft  the  huts  of  the  Germans.  Might 
we  not,  in  imitation  of  divided  republics, 

choofe 

kings,  than  B.oulainvilliers,  but  he  doth  not  acknow- 
ledge any  nobility  prior  to  the  third  race  of  the  French* 
kings. 

Chantereau,  an  author  of  the  lafl  century,  and  in-., 
tendant  of  the  fortifications  of  Picardy,  &c.  though 
deeply  Ikilled  in  the  antiquities  of  his  country,  rnuft  be 
read  with  fome  allowances.  Many  curious  m&nufcrigts, 
drawn  up  by  this  writer,  are  in  the  library  of  the  king 
of  France.  (See  biblictheque  de  l.e  Long.)  -  It  feems 
extraordinary,  that  after  fuch  learned  refearches,  Chan-f 
tereau  fhould  have  fixed  the  firil  introduftion  of  here- 
ditary fiefs,  pcfterior  to  the  accefficn  of  Hugh  Capet.  . .  . 

If    I    miitake   not,    the    Mr.    d' 

AguefTeau,  to  whom  the  chevalier  alludes,  was,  tirit,  at- 
torney-general, and  then,  fcllicitor  general,  in  the 
reign  of  Lewis  the  fourteenth,  and  in  two  years  after 
the  de'ceafe  of  that  prince,  appointed  chancellor,  by 
the  regent.  At  his  entrance  into  bufmefs,  he  led  off  in 
fo  diftinguifhed  a  manner,  that  the  celebrated  Talon^ 
prefident  a  raertier,  obferved  that  he  only  wifhed  to . 
end,  as  d'  AguefTeau  began.  Kis  abilities  were  exceed- 
ed by  his  humanity,  and  the  Psrifian  who  hath  heared 
of  the  fevere  \vinter  of  1709,  and  the  extreme  famine 
which  attended  it,  mull  have  been  told,  that  it  was  this 
patriot,  who  relieved  the  diilrcffes  of  his  country,  by 

enforcing 
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choofe  fome  foreign  power,  for  our  arbiter  ? 
let  us,  at  leaft,  avail  ourlelves  of  indudion, 
and  analogy,  tho;e  necefTary  fuccours  to  him 
who  endeavours  to  pervade  the  obfcurities  of 
hi  (lory. 

A  barbarous  afiembhge  of  people,  nations 
jffuing  from  the  north,   conquered   England 

and 

enforcing  obedience  to  ufcful,  but  forgotten  laws,  and 
expofing  to  an  immediate,  and  reafonable  fale,-  thofe 
quantities  of  corn,  which  wretches,  who  feek  for  profit 
amidit  the  miferies  of  the  public,  had  amaflcd  together. 
When  the  famous  Mr.  Law  lirft  made  his  propofals,  the/ 
were,  through  his  means,  rejected.  The  fecond  at- 
tempt of  this  adventurer  reverfed  the  fcene.  His  pro- 
jeft  was  adopted,  and  d'  Agnefleau  not  only  loft  the 
feals,  for  having  firmly  oppofed  it,  but  was  banifhed 
to  his  eftate.  The  chancefiorfhip  was  afterwards  more 
than  once  reftored  to  him,  and  taken  from  him.  He 
died  in  1752,  when  he  was  entering  into  his  eighty- 
third  year.  The  infirmities,  natural  to  fo  advanced  an 
age,  prevented  him  from  executing  the  duties  of  his 
office  ;  but  in  recompence  for  his  fervices,  he  was  per- 
mitted to  retire,  with  all  the  honours  annexed  to  his 
former  dignity.  His  works  compofe  fix  quarto  vo- 
lumes. His  dengn  was  to  have  eflablimed  an  entire 
conformity  in  the  execution  of  the  ancient  laws,  with- 
out changing  their  fundamental  principles,  and  to  have 
added  whatfoever  might  be  wanting  to  their  amend- 
ment. Previous  to  the  alteration  of  our  calendar,  he 
\va$  confultcd  on  this  fubjeft,  and  the  judicious  remarks 

which 
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and  Scotland.  Other  nations  eftablifned  them- 
felves  in  their  proper  climates,  where  they 
founded  empires,  which  exift  at  prefent- 
Let  us  examine  the  accounts  of  Hume^  and 
Robertfcn^  thofe  intelligent  authors  who,  con- 
tinually enlightened  by  the  torch  of  criticifm, 
have  explored  the  traces  of  the  firft  fyftem  of 
government,  to  which  their  country  fub- 
mir.ted ;  and  here*  let  us  carefully  obferve 
•whether  this  fyftem,  difcoverable  in  the  an- 
nals of  thefe  infular  people,  hath  a  more  ori- 
ginal air,  and  prefents  a  purer  image  of  the 

primitive 

which  he  tranfmitted  to  England,  greatly  encouraged 
the  intention  of  introducing  the  new  ftile,  although  it 
was  not  executed  until  fome  years  afterwards. 

The  Prefident  Renault  is  the  author  of  "  abrege  chro- 
nologique  de  1' hiftoire  de  France,"  fo  fhort  a  work  is 
feidom  found  fo  full  of  information.  It  is  an  excellent 
model,  from  which  few  good,  but  many  bad  copies 
have  been  taken.  The  belt  intimation  is  the  hiitory  of 
Spain,  by  Mr.  Macquer  :  this  gentleman  had  great 
abilities,  and  as  the  prefident  affifted  him,  fuccefs  was 
certain.  The  talents  of  Renault  were  not  limited  to 
one  fubjed  :  the  French  theatre  is  indebted  to  him  for 
the  excellent  tragedy  of  Francis  the  Second  ;  and  his 
ballad-farce  "  les  chimeres"  abounds  with  more  wit, 
than  is  generally  thrown  into  the  "  concord  of  fweet- 
founds ,"  and  mull  have  pleafed,  though  in  a  lefs  degree,, 
without  thofe  graces  which  it  received  from  th.s  n*u£.Qt 
of  the  duke  de  Nivernois.  K... 
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primitive  legiflation  j  for  the  Gauls  already 
civilized,  already  under  fubjection  to  the 
Roman  laws,  could  not  have  acquiefced  under 
the  laws  of  the  conquerors,  without  modify- 
ing them,  without  re-acting  in  fome  manner, 
on  the  power  which  oppreffed  them ;  where- 
as the  rude,  ignorant,  and  half-favage  Bri- 
tons were  unable  to  recover,  by  the  influence 
of  their  political  opinions,  the  empire  which 
force  had  juft  leized  from  them.  Let  us, 
therefore,  hope  to  gain  fome  information  from 
this  quarter,  and  enquire,  in  particular, 
what  was  the  government  of  the  Saxons. 

Chieftains,  that  is  to  fay,  generals,  or  chiefs, 
have  the  command  of  whole  tribes,  called 
clans  •,  of  thefe  clans,  they  are  the  protectors, 
and  the  patrons ;  they  prefide  over,  and  go- 
vern them :  thefe  chiefs  are  ftiled  Thanes, 
that  is,  nobles,  great,  illuftrious :  by  their 
more  antient  Latin  titles,  they  arc  called  Sa- 
trapte,  Principes,  Optimates,  Proceres.  On  the 
whole,  therefore,  it  appears  that  the  confti- 
tution  is  far  from  being  either  purely  monar- 
chical, or  purely  democratical.  The  affembly 
of  the  great  alone,  and  not  of  the  whole  na- 
tion, compofes  the  Wittenagemot,  or  the  dates 
general.  Amongft  thefe  people,  as  in  France, 

were 
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were  fncmm,  and  ferfs^  orjlaves.  The  free- 
men {tiled  CeorlcS(  I)  feem  to  be  of  the  fame 
order  of  citizens  with  thole  who,  at  the  efla- 
blifhment  of  feignories,  in  France,  were  ex- 
ceptecl  from  thefe  ufurpations,  and  remained 

under 

(I)  The  word  Ceorle  fignified  labourer,  cultivator. 
The  German  word  Kerl  hath  a  good,  and  a  bad  mean- 
ing, like  the  French  word  drole,  which  is,  probably, 
•derived  from  it.  Un  drole  bitn  bati,  a  well  made  fel- 
low. Un  drole  aui  meriteroit  cT  eire  fun:,  a  faucy  fellow. 

In  its  more  ancient  fenfe,  Kerl  fignified  a  warrior,  an 
hero.  This  is  the  etymology  of  the  word  Carle,  which 
in  the  Celtic  language  was  pronounced  Karl.  See  Pel- 
louder,  hill,  des  Celtes. 

In  our  language,  this  word,  fince  corrupted  into 
c&url,  means  a  rough,  brutal  perfon.  Gay,  and  Rentley 
nfe  it ;  and  before  them,  Milton ; 

*'  The  carls  beheld,  and  faw  his  gueft 
"  Would  fafe  depart,  for  all  his  fubtile  Height." 

It  occurs  frequently  in  C':a;;cer,  and  fignifies  brave,  ro- 
fa'ji,  in  fome  pr.fTages  of  that  poet.  The  common 
people  of  Northumberland,  flill  keeping  the  idea  of  a 
term,  implying  fuperior  ftrength,  ufe  it  to  exprefs  a 
male  fpecies,  as  a  karl-cat,  karl-bemp. 

This  hiilory  of  the  Celt  a-,  by  Mr.  Pel!oiitiert  paftor 
of  the  French  church  at  Berlin,  appears  to  greater  ad- 
vantage, in  the  new  edition,  by  Mr-  de  Cbiniac,  a-vccai 
au  Parlemer.t,  who  hath  net  only  inferted  the  hiftcrical 
eulogium  of  the  author,  from  Mr.  Formey,  but  enriched 
it  with  additional  notes,  and,  which  were  equally 
wanting,  ccrre&icns  of  -the  flyle.  K, 
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under  the  immediate  authority,  and  conduft 
of  the  counts.  Of  the  Serfs,  there  were  two 
kinds  j  prsedial,  and  domeftic.  We  may 
perceive  alfo  from  the  laws  of  Alfred  the 
Great)  that  the  Anglo  Saxons  had  their  hun- 
dreder,  or  prefiding  magiflrate  of  a  divifion, 
not  unlike  the  T'hur.gim.  Thus  far  the  po- 
litical fyftem  of  the  two  nations  was  tolerably 
exact,  excepting  that  ia  France,  the  manners 
and  legiflation  of  the  conquered  maintained 
a  more  confiderable  influence  over  the  man- 
ners and  legiflation  of  the  conquerors ;  and 
that  the  ancient  Franks,  being  continually 
engaged  in  war,  were  obliged  to  remain 
longer  in  arms :  and  hence,  perhaps,  arifes 
the  difference  between  the  Wittenagemot,  and 
t\\z  field  of  March.  The  Franks,  always  at 
war,  were  under  a  neceflity  of  aflembling  in 
the  field  of  March)  that  they  might  be  re- 
viewed. The  Saxons,  enjoying  tranquility^ 
and  without  enemies,  attended  to  their  par- 
ticular affairs,  and  left  the  decifion  of  pub- 
lic matters  to  the  great. 

Let  us  now  examine  the  fyftem  which  pre- 
vails, even  to  this  day,  in  the  countries  of 
thefe  fame  conquerors,  namely,  'RttJ/la^  and 
^  the  reader  mud  not  be  furprifed  that 

two 
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two  fuch  different  governments  are  brought 
together.  In  Rujfia,  the  "Great,  oppreflbrs 
of  the  people,  are,  in  their  turn,  oppref&d 
by  a  defpot :  in  Poland^  the  Great  have  de- 
livered themfelves  from  that  tyranny  which 
they,  neverthelefs,  exercife  againft  others  ; 
but  to  whatever  part  we  direct  our  view,  we 
fhall  perceive  Thanes,  Bejars,  or  Palatines  ;(m) 
their  names  are  immaterial  $  Ible  matters, 
fole  pofiefibrs  of  the  lands,  fole  Iharers  in 
the  concerns  of  government,  it  is  with  re- 
luctance that  they  permit  a  nation  of  (laves, 
to  enjoy  a  part  of  thofe  neceffaries  of  life, 

in 


(m)  The  Bojatv  or  Boyard,  in  Ruffia,  is  not  a  title  of 
nobility,  but  a  name  acquired  by  the  enjoyment  of  any 
poft;  as  having  been  a  member  of  the  privy  council,  &c. 
The  Palatines  of  Poland,  including  four  officers  of 
ftate,  who  rank  with  them,  are  in  number  thirty-feven. 
In  war,  they  march  at  the  head  of  the  nobility  of  their 
palatinates :  in  peace,  they  prefide  within  the  courts  of 
juilice,  and  pronounce  fentence :  they  fettle  the  prices 
of  goods,  and  provifions  brought  to  the  market,  ex- 
amine weights,  and  meafures  ;  and  proteft  the  Jews. 
When  abfent,  during  the  feffion  of  a  diet,  or  on  any 
public  occafion,  the  bufmefs  of  the  palatinate  is  en- 
trufted  to  the  Caftellans,  an  order  of  fenators,  without 
legiflative  powers  in  time  of  peace,  but  afting,  during 
war,  in  confequence  of  a  general  fummcns,  as  Pa- 
latines. K. 
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in  the  produce  of  which  their  labour  hath 
atTifted.fw,)  1  can  believe  that  the  Germans 
really  were  the  free  and  vcrtuous  people,  de- 
fcribed  by  Tacitus ;  but  I  muft  prefume  to 
doubt,  whether  thefe  were  the  Germans,  who 
conquered  the  weftern  countries  •,  and  as  long 
as  I  perceive  that  Denmark,  Poland,  Ruflla, 
and  even  Tartary/0)  abound  with  traces  of 
the  primitive  government  of  the  Barbarians  ; 
VOL.  II.  D  whilft 

(n)  The  Weregylde,  or  price  of  blood,  ftill  fublifts 
in  Poland,  where,  if  one  lord  kills  a  peafant,  who  is 
the  flave  of  another  lord,  he  is  only  obliged  either  to 
prefent  him  with  as  valuable  a  flave,  or  purchafe  an 
indemnity  for  fome  trifling  compenfation. 

(o)  A  flriking  inftance  of  the  feodal  government,  in 
all  its  purity,  ftill  exifts  in  the  Ukraine ;  and  is  pre- 
cifely  fuch  as  it  muft  have  been  in  its  primitive  ftate. 
The  Czars  gave  this  province  to  the  Coffees,  on  con- 
dition that  they  fhould  cultivate  it,  and  alfo  be  obliged 
to  ferve,  whenfoever  it  might  be  required.  There  is 
no  eftablifhment,  no  legiflation ;  the  whole  confifts  of 
military  forms.  This  province  is  divided  into  feveral 
regiments,  which  compofe  many  diftricls.  Each  com- 
pany becomes  a  village,  fubjeft  to  the  orders  of  a  cap- 
tain, who,  in  his  turn,  is  under  a  colonel  refiding 
within  the  place.  The  Hetman,  or  chief,  lives  in  a 
kind  of  capital,  which  is  an  entrenched  camp,  where 
a  certain  number  of  horfe  and  foot  are  maintained  in 
ccnilant  pay.  The  reft  labour  and  cultivate  the  ground 
under  the  fole  condition  of  appearing  in  arms,  on  ail 
jieceflary  occafions. 
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whilft  amidft  thefe  traces,  I  difcover  an  inti- 
mate connedion  with  fads,  the  inveftigation 
of  which,  is  my  preknt  objed,  I  (hall  be  in- 
clined to  think,  that  the  road  which  I  have 
taken,  is  the  road  of  truth.  Would  we,  in 
general,  acquire  fome  idea  of  the  feodal  go- 
vernment, as  modified  by  Charlemagne,  and 
his  fuccefibrs  ?  let  us  ftudy  the  public  law  of 
Germany.  Would  we  gain  forne  knowledge 
of  an  anterior  feodal  government  ?  let  us  read 
the  hiftory  of  the  people  of  the  North.f^J 

I  can 

(p)  Mr.  de  Voltaire  (Hift.  Gen.)  difcovers  the  feodal 
government  even  amongft  the  Timariots,  or  Zaimats,* 
of  the  Turks.  He  imagines  that  this  form  of  govern- 
ment was  always  peculiar  to  the  Weltern  Tartars ;  and 
very  juftly  obferves,  that  Tamerlane  introduced  it  into 
the  Indies,  where  are  flill  the  great  vaflals,  tyrants  in 
their  different  diftrifts,  but  fubjeft  to  the  Mogul,  under 
the  feveral  titles  of  Omra,  Raja,  and  Nabob. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  confidered  as  needlefs  to  deduce 
all  thefe  eftablifhments  from  the  fame  original,  fmce 
they  appear  to  refult  naturally  from  a  government 
founded  in  right  of  conqueft.  That  Fernando  Corte^ 
difcovered  fuch  an  eftablimment  in  Mexico,  is  a  fingu- 

lar 

*  Tke  tenure  by  which  thefe  bold  their  Timar,  or  alotmtnt 
of  land  from  tie  Grand  Seignior,  conjijls  of  a.  fir-vice  in  ivar 
on  bwfebafk,  and  an  acknowledgement  of  one  tenth  of  their 

revenue The  Omrahs  are  the  great  military  officers, 

the  Rajas  are  the  pagan  princes ;  and  the  Nabobs  are  the 
•viceroys.  . .  .  ,  ,  K. 
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I  can  hardly  give  up  this  diftinftion  of  the 
feodal  government  into  two  epochs,  as  it 
feems  to  throw  a  more  philofophical  light 
over  the  firft  ages  of  our  hiftory,  and  to  fur- 
nifh  us  with  a  more  extenfive,  and  general 
profpecl  of  the  condition  of  mankind,  dur- 
ing thefe  times  of  ignorance.  Without  ex- 

o  o  \ 

aminwig,  therefore,  whether  the  word  fe-od 

originajly  fignified  all  land   granted  as  pay, 

as  fubfiftance,f^)  the  which  etymology  would 

D  2  authorife 

lar  circumftance.  There,  as  in  Germany,  the  great 
vaflals  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  elefting  the  emperor  ; 
a  privilege  which  may  be  equally  traced  in  the  king 
eleftor  of  Bohemia,  and  the  king  eleftor  of  Teleuco. 
See  Antonio  de  Solis. 

Mr.  de  Voltaire,  the  Proteus  of  literature,  of  whom 
every  reader  mull  have  heared,  is  not  to  be  defcribed* 
k  is  fcarcely  poffible  to  difcover  a  department  of  mo- 
dern authors,  where  he  is  miffing.  So  various  are  the 
tendencies,  and  the  merits  of  his  performances,  that  it 
would  be  equally  difficult  at  one  moment,  to  praife 
him  too  extravagantly,  and,  at  another  moment,  to 
cenfure  him  too  feverely.  K. 

(q)  Such  is  the  opinion  of  Chantereau,  (SeeOrigines 
des  fiefs,  1.  i.  ch.  2.)  He  imagines  that  the  word  fe-od 
hath  been  improperly  tranflated  benefcium,  and  that 
prsfdium  would  have  been  a  better  conftruftion.  It 
feems,  however,  that  benefidum  was  ufed  by  the  Ro- 
mans thcmfelves,  to  fignify  lands  granted  to  the  foldiers 

as 
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authorife  the  affign  merit  of  a  ftill  more  ail* 
cient  origin  to  the  feodal  fyftem,  it  will  be 
fufficient  to  obferve,  that  this  government,  in 
its  fecond  epoch,  that  is,  in  its  diftribution 
of  fiefs,  as  regulated  under  the  Capetian 
kings,  could  only  have  arifen  from  a  govern- 
ment fimilar  to  that  which  exifted  during  the 

fird 


as  pay.  (See  the  flate  of  the  empire,  andDu  Cange  voc, 
beneficium)  Bruffel  fuppofes  that  feodum  was,  under 
the  fecond  race,  fynonimous  for  btatfeium,  of  which 
he  inferts  proofs.  (See  b.  i.  c.  5.) 

I  would  beg  leave  to  afk,  whether  the  granted  lands 
were  not,  at  firft,  ftiled  munera,  and  whether  they  did 
not  preferve  that  appellation,  fo  long  as  they  were 
holden  only  at  will  ?  Beneficium  feems  to  iignify  a  grant 
for  life,  and,  if  Spelman  be  right,  was  called  feed* 

when  rendered  hereditary I  cannot  inform  the 

reader  to  which  ftate  of  the  empire  (notice  de  Pempire) 
my  learned  'friend  refers ;  it  is  probable  that  he  alludes 
cither  to  the  "  Imperium  orientale"  of  Banduri,  a  cele- 
brated Italian,  or  to  "  Notitia  utriufque  imperii,  in 

Graevii  thefauro,  torn.  7." Mr.  Brufiel  publifhed 

his  "  novel  examen  de  1'ufage  general  des  fiefs  en 
France,"  in  1727.  It  is  an  hiflory  of  the  feodal  fyftem, 
during  the  eleventh,  twelfth,  thirteenth,  and  four- 
teenth centuries.  The  belt  edition  of  the  "  Gloffaire 
de  la  bafle  latinite,"  by  du  Cange,  a  learned  writer  of 
the  laft  century,  and  treafurer  at  Amiens,  his  native 
city,  is  that  publifhed,  with  a  fupplement,  in  1766,  by 
Abbe  Csrpentier.  The  joint  efforts  of  two  fuch  pro- 
found 
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firft  epoch  ;  that  it  was  in  itfelf  military  and 
opprefiive-,  that  it  naturally  inclined  to  a 
barbarous  ariftocracy  ;(r)  and  muft  in  the 
end  have  unavoidably  dtrftroyed  every  idea  of 
liberty  and  property.  In  Great-Britain  we 
may  perceive  chieftains  and  tbanesy  abfolute 
lords  over  immenfe  tribes,  tyrants  of  a  whole 
D  3  pro- 

found antiquarians  have  certainly  rendered  it  a  workr 
of  great  merit ;  yet,  were  it  otherwife,  it  might  feem 
unfeeling  to  condemn  it :  the  literati  who  drudge  thro* 
life,  in  the  dufty  chace  of  obfolete  expreffions,  are  ra- 
ther to  be  pitied,  than  difapproved.  Had  every  author 
declined  a  toil,  generally  difguflful,  the  page  of  hiftory 
could  not  have  been  fo  much  enlightened  as  it  is.  The 
amiable  modefty  of  du  Cange  is  more  than  a  fhelter 
againfl  feverity  ;  it  is  a  claim  upon  applaufe.  He  ufed 
to  obferve,  that  in  the  compilation  of  fuch  humble 
works,  as  his  were,  the  only  requifites  were  eyes  and, 
hands.  K, 

(r)  I  would  willingly  conclude  this  chapter,  without 
any  mention  of  the  adventure,  in  which  Clovis  was 
concerned,  when  he  could  not  obtain  from  one  of  his 
foldiers  a  vafe  which  he  was  defirous  of  reftoring  to  St. 
Remy.  In  fa&,  this  hiftory  is  become  the  common 
topic,  on  which  all  authors  have  expatiated,  and 
without  referve,  adjufted  to  their  own  conclufions,  as 
if  the  predetermined  revenge  of  a  barbarous  king,  who 
fbon  afterwards  aflaffinates  his  fubjeft,  under  the  feign- 
ed pretence,  that  his  arms  were  not  in  order,  or  the 
brutality  of  a  Sicambrian,  without  refpeft  for  his  chief, 
§ould  ferve  as  a  precedent  in  law  for  the  eighteenth 

ccntuxy. 
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province,  and  kings  within  the  kingdom. 
In  RufTa,  in  Poland,  the  cultivator  of  the 
ground  languiihes  in  (lavery,  whilft  the  pro- 
prietor lives  either  in  indolence,  or  by  pil- 
lage. In  France  fome  lands  are  diftributed, 
are  granted  as  pay,  as  fubfiftance,  under  the 
name  either  of  Salic  landsx  or  of  Allodium  -/j) 

and 


Century.  I  cannot,  however,  in  this  place,  avoid  re- 
marking, that  the  prefumption  of  the  foldier  doth  not 
prove  that  the  government  of  the  Franks  was  rather  de- 
mocratieal  than  ariftocratical.  It  is  always  difficult  to 
draw  an  inference  from  the  military  government,  that 
may  be  applicable  to  the  civil  government.  And  be- 
•fides,  they  who  have  belonged  to  the  army,  muft  be 
fenfible,  that  however  defpotic  the  military  authority 
may  be,  there  are  circumftances  which  frequently  re- 
quire great  addrefs,  and  prefence  of  mind.  There  is, 
mo  prince,  or  general,  who  hath  not,  on  fome  occa- 
fions,  been  forced  to  feem  infenfible  of  affronts.  The 
ftory  of  the  Pruflian  deferter  is  well  known ;  being 
afked  by  his  mailer,  why  he  went  off,  "  becaufe  (faid; 
he)  your  affairs  are  in  too  bad  a  way<"  "  Wait  (re- 
plied the  monarch)  till  the  end  of  the  campaign,  ancj 
if  my  affairs  do  not  mend,  we  will  defert  together." 

(s)  Salic  lands  were  inheritances,  from  a  fuceeffion- 
to  which,  women  were  excluded  by  the  Salic  law.  In 
AHodial  poffeffions,  the  owner  enjoyed  a  full  right  of 
property,  and  dominion,  not  holden  of  any  fovereign, 
or  fuperior  lord,  to  whom  he  was  bound  to  da  homage^ 
or  perform  fervice.  K. 
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and  the  principal  domains,  the  mod  opulent 
po Hellions  are  given,  retaken,  lavifhed  away, 
and  again  fnatclied  at,  under  the  title  pf  Be* 
neficium :  fuch  riches  were  then  as  precarious, 
as  in  the  prefent  times  are  the  pods  of  mini- 
flers,  and  the  places  about  the  court.  The 
civil  eftablifhment  of  the  whole  nation  is 
but  the  winter  quarter  of  the  army.  So 
ignorant  are  they  of  the  true  value  of  rural 
and  domeftic  life;  fo  little  do  they  relifh  the 
happinefs  of  being  at  once  proprietors  and 
fathers  of  a  family,  that  for  fome  vain  titles, 
fome  frivolous  prerogatives,  or  the  privileges 
of  opprefling  others,  they  barter  away  their 
allodium,  or  freehold,  for  an  alienable  bene- 
fice. 

It  muft  be  confeffed,  that  fhortly  after- 
wards ufurpation  arrived  to  aid  imprudence ; 
but  yet  within  the  ftrnggle  which  was  to  efta- 
blifh  firft  the  property,  and  next  the  inherit- 
ance of  benefices,  they  were  lefs  jealous  of 
what  was  ufeful,  than  of  what  was  honour- 
able. In  fact,  it  was  not  in  fuch  lands,  as 
produced  only  fome  kinds  of  fubfiftance,  but 
in  the  power,  by  the  means  of  which,  money 
was  amafTed,  that  utility  refided.  The  places 
of  counts  and  dukes  brought  forth  a  better 
D  4,  harveft 
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harveft  than  ill-cultivated  fields.  Hence  aro& 
that  avidity  with  which  each  ufurped  the 
right  of  judging  ^  and  hence  proceeded  thofe 
feignories,  eftabliihed  in  the  lands,  which 
had  been  wrefted  either  from  the  royal  do- 
mains, or  from  the  jurifdiction  of  dukes  and 
counts.  The/rafo,  or  fines, ft,  were  farmed 
by  the  new  ufurpers;  and  it  is  eafy  to- judge 
with  what  a  degree  of  activity  they  muft 
have  exerted  themfelv  s  in  the  prevention  of 
crimes,  who  acquired  a  livelihood  by  fen-* 
tences. 

This  naturally  explains  the  rcafon  why» 
from  the  firft  race,  and  during  the  flill  bar- 
barous times,  the  Franks  enacted  laws  fo 
loaden  with  details,  and  fo  replete  with  eve- 
ry trifling  nicety.  In  fact,  the  greater  par; 
of  thefe  laws  made  up  an  entry  book  of  pe- 
cuniary fines.  It  is  aftonifhing  that  a  rude 
and  ignorant  people  fhould  have  had  a  code, 
one  chapter  of  whicli  was  employed  in  the 
fpecification  of  the  mulct  to  be  paid  by  the 
perfon,  who  fhould  have  fqueezed  the  hand, 
or 

(/)  The  fredum^  in  the  opinion  of  our  juftly  cele- 
brated hiftorian,  Dodlor  Robertfon,  was  manifeflly  the 
price  paid  to  the  rr.agiftrate  for  the  protection  which  ha 
afforded  againft  the  violence  of  refentment.  See  hift* 
of  the  reign  of  Charles  V.  vol.  i.  p.  361. 
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or  the  finger  of  a  free  woman :(«)  our  won- 
der will  be  increafed,  when  we  perceive  that 
this  very  collection  doth  not  afford  one  ar- 
ticle, which  throws  any  light  upon  the  pub- 
lic law  of  the  nation.  What  would  the  po- 
liticians of  the  fourteenth  century  have  faid, 
if,  when  the  Salic  law  decided  for  Philip  de 
Valois  againfl  Edward  the  Third,  it  had  been 
obferved  to  them,  that  this  fundamental  law 
of  the  ftate  opened  with  a  treadle  on  ftolcn 
hogs  ?  (de  furtis  porcorum)  Were  we  to  exa- 
mine the  laws  of  the  Lombards,  the  Vifi- 
goths,  the  Burgundians,  &c.  we  mould  find 
nothing  except  thefe  difguftingand  ridiculous 
declarations. (#)  It  muft,  however,  be  con- 

fefTed, 


(u)  Si  quis  homo  ingenuus  fceminse  ingenuas  manum 
aut  digitum  ftrinxerit  fol  XV  culpabilis  judicetur.  Si 
vero  brachium  ftrinxerit  fol  XXX  culp.  die.  Si  marnil- 
lam  ftrinxerit  fol  XIV  culp.  die. 

With  regard  to  the  other  gradations,  the  law  hath 
given  us  abfolution. 

(x)  I  fhall,  however,  quote  one  or  two  articles.  The 
code  of  the  Vifigoths  (1.  2.  tit.  i.)  forbids  the  pyficians 
to  bleed  the  wife,  in  the  abfence  of  her  hufband;  and 
fentences  them,  in  cafe  of  tranfgrefiiop,  to  a  fine  of  IDS. 
The  fixth  title  of  the  fame  law  enadts,  that  if  a  phyfi- 
fnould  kill  a  free  man,  at  a  blood-letting,  he  fliall 

be 
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fefled,  that  amongft  thefe  agreftic  nations, 
our  anceftors  may  claim  precedence  in  igno- 
rance, and  ferocity.  Whether  it  be  that  the 
Lombards  and  the  Vifigoths  were  originally 
a  milder  people,  or  that  they  were  eftablifa- 
ed  amongft  more  polifhed  nations,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  they  were  in  general  lefs  barbarous 
than  the  Franks.  But  fuch  diftin<5lions  quick- 
ly  dilappeared.  Charlemagne,  by  reducing 
all  thefe  people  to  fubjection,  too  eafily  effect- 
ed their  affirnilation  with  each  other.  We 
may  at  once  perceive  that  from  this  irregular 
government  of  the  firft,  and  fecond  racej 
from  that  mean  avidity  which  flattered  and 
robbed  the  foverelgns ;  from  the.  precarious 
fituation  in  which  property,  at  that  time,, 
flood  •,  from  the  fury  with  which  every  thing 
was  invaded,  and  felfimly  turned  to  private 
advantage,  whether  in  matters  of  war,  or 
juftice,  of  conqueft,  or  magiftracy,  there 

muft 


be  delivered  to  the  relations  of  the  deeeafed,  to  be  by 
them  detained  in  fervitude.  If  he  hath  but  killed  a 
{lave,  he  fhall  only  be  obliged  to  furnifh  fuch  another 
Have.  It  will  readily  be  fuppofed  that  this  law  is  fallen 
into  difufe.  Were  it  put  in  force,  the  faculty,  like 
other  bodies  politic,  nauft  be  expo  fed  to  a  dr.eadfuV 
bankruptcy. 
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Unuft  have  refulted  the  perpetual  alternatives 
of  tyranny,  oligarchy,  and  anarchy ;  that 
the  fpirit  of  war  was  then  conftantly  kept 
alive  -,  in  fhorr,  that  the  people  tore  each 
other  in  pieces,  and  that  the  lot  of  humani- 
ty was  more  miierabie  than  ever. 

And  yet  it  was  from  hence  that  an  entirely 
new  form  of  government  was  deftined  to 
proceed ;  a  form  fo  extraordinary,  that  the 
ancients  who  diicufled,  fuppofed  and  guefled 
at  every  thing,  have  never  dreamed  of  aught 
like  it.  This  is  the  feodal  government  in 
its  fecond  (late,  in  its  regularity,  and  fuch 
as  it  ftill  exifts  in  our  times.  This  vaft  and 
magnificent  fyftem,  this  machine  at  once  fo 
complicated,  and  fo  folid,  was  neverthelefs 
but  the  effect  of  chance,  but  the  entirely  na- 
tural modification  of  that  political  conflitu- 
tion  which  preceded  it. 

When  Henry  the  Fourth  had  an  immediate 
occafion  of  the  neceflary  fupplies,  wherewith 
to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the  Spaniards,  he  faid 
to  the  proprietors  of  certain  offices :  "  Is  it 
your  defire  that  thefe  ports  fhould  delcend  to 
your  children  ?  give  me  a  fum  adequate  to 
their  value,  and  I  will  make  them  hereditary 
in  your  family.'*  In  the  time  of  Charles  the 

Bald, 
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Bald,  matters  were  not  conduced  exactly  on 
the  fame  plan,  and  I  really  believe  that  the 
proportion  came  from  the  pofTeflbrs,  or  ufu- 
fructuaries  •,  but  be  this  as  it  will,  a  fimilar 
ftep  was  adopted.  The  concefiion  of  bene- 
fices always  implicitly  included  an  impofition 
of  fervice  :  the  perfon  obliged  was  to  perform 
fervice  to  his  benefactor;  and  it  is  thus  that 
the  Staroftiesfy,  are  ftill  given  in  Poland  to 
thofe  whom  the  crown  is  defirous  of  attach- 
ing to  its  interefls.  Charles  -  Martel  and 
Charlemagne  thought  fit  to  render  rheie  con- 
ventions explicit,  by  prefcribing  the  nature 
and  limits  of  the  required  fervice.  Charles 
the  Bald  did  that,  through  fear,  which  Henry 
the  Fourth  undertook  folely  from  neceffity-. 
The  inheritance  was  confirmed  to  the  pol- 
fefibrs  of  benefices.  But,  how  were  all  thefe 
lands,  on  a  fudden,  converted  into  benefices  ? 

in 


(y)  The  majority  of  the  Polifh  eftates  confifts  of 
Staroflles,  which  mufl  be  difpofed  of  by  the  king,  in 
fix  months  after  a  vacancy.  They  are  confidered  as. 
the  rights  of  old  military  officers,  and  beftowed  in  re- 
compence  for  paft  fervices.  Hence  probably  they  de- 
rive their  name,  the  word  Stare/}  fignifying  advanced 
age.  Each^tarofia  pays  a  fourth  of  hii  revenue  to  ib^j 
republic.  K. 


fVBLIC    HAPPINESS.        45 

in  confequence  of  that  vanity,  which  occa- 
fioned  the  French  to  facrifke  fecurity,  either 
to  honour,  or  to  opulence  •,  in  confequencc 
of  claims,  or  envy,  which,  amongft  the 
Gauls,  made  it  reckoned  a  point  of  honour, 
to  aflimilate  with  the  Franks,  by  transform- 
ing the  Patricians  into  Leudes,  and  the  fena- 
tors  into  Antrnftioncs  ;  in  fhort,  in  confe- 
quence of  ufurpation,  which  crufhing  the 
weak,  had  invaded  every  little  allodium^  and 
the  Sali-c  lands. 

The  government  feems  endued  with  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  power,  a  certain  confidera- 
tion,  at  all  times  conflant;  and  which,  amidft 
its  changes  only  pafles  from  one  fituation,  to 
another  fituation.  The  kings  being  debafed, 
the  great  were  exalted.  The  great,  in  their 
turn,  took  upon  them  to  a<5t  like  fovereigns. 
The  kfs  fcrupuloufly  they  kept  within  their 
fxibordinate  relation  to  the  throne,  the  more 
they  exacted  from  their  inferiors.  As  for 
themfelves,  therefore,  they  found  no  diffi- 
culty in  afiuming  the  rank  of  princes,  and  in 
receiving  the  homage  which  they  rendered  to 
the  chief  of  the  monarchy,  from  their  own 
dependants.  Hence  proceeded  thofe  arriere- 
£efs,  and  all  the  ramifications  of 'the  feodal 

fyrtem. 
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fyftem.     Let  the  reader  prefent  to  his  imagi- 
nation an  intendant  arrogating  to  himfelf  an 
abfolute  authority  over   a  whole  province  : 
he  will  perceive  how   fpeedily  each  little  fe- 
cretary  of  fuch  a  potentate  is  metamorphoied 
into  a  fecretary  of  ftate  ;  how  fuddenly  the 
fubdelegar.es  are  transformed  into  comptrollers 
of  the  finances  ;  and   with   what  facility  af- 
felibrs  are  turned  into  prefidents.   Whofoever; 
hath  travelled  through  Germany,  muft  have 
marked  the  traces  of  this  infatuation.  Should 
the  prince,  whom  you   have  left  but  fome 
few  days  before,  at  Vienna,  or   at   Berlin, 
either  in  the  anti-chamber  of  the  minifter,  or 
filing  off  at  the  head  of  the   guard,  receive 
you  within  his  little  refidtnce*  you  cannot  find 
him  without  his  furrounding  court,  crowded 
with  officers  of  all  denominations,  who  arc 
qualified  with  every  kind  of  title,  and  fre- 
quently bedizened  with  ribands.    There,  each 
individual  is  an  officer,  whether  he  be  a  do- 
meftic,  or  a  foldier  •,  fo  that  in  this  principa- 
lity nothing  is  wanting,  except  a  people,  and 
lairds. 

The  "fame  circumftances  arofe  in  France. 
The  Great  eftablifhed,  the  nobility  exalted, 
and  the  clergy  enriched  themfelves.  The 

people 
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people  alone  are  neglected  :  they  were  con- 
fidered  as  the  fpoilfor  which  alldifputed,  the 
prey  from  which  each  received  his  mare  of 
carnage.  A  judgment  may  be  formed  of  the 
fituation  of  the  people,  under  the  feodal  go- 
vernment, from  the  privileges  granted  to  the 
commons:^)  thefe  were  the  liberty  of  hav- 
ing their  children  inftrucled  in  reading  and 
writing;  of  felling  provifions  in  the  market  at  a 
proper  time;  and,  what  is  the  moft  remark- 
able, of  accommodating  profecutions.  In 
fact,  as  hath  been  already  obferved,  the  dif- 
penfation  of  juftice,  conftituting  one  of  the 
moft  valuable  revenues  of  the  lord,  a  kind 
of  contraband  trade  was  carried  on,  in  the 
amicable  ietdement  of  fuits.  This  principle 
of  avarice  is  alfo  vifible  in  another  law,  pecu- 
liar to  thofe  times.  An  enormous  capitation 
tax  was  exacted  from  the  Jews.  When  an 
individual  of  the  Jewilh  religion  was  defirous 
of  becoming  a  convert  to  chriftianity,  he 
might  abjure  his  errors,  if  he  pleafed,  but 
he  was  obliged  to  indemnify  his  lord.  The 
foul,  in  this  cafe,  was  fnatched  from  hell,  yet 
it  was  neceflary,  that  the  lols  of  the  body- 
mould 

(z)  Sec  "De  Mably  far  1'hifloire  dc  France,"  vol  2. 
chap.  i. 
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fhould  be  reimburfed  to  the  community.  So 
vehement,  at  that  period,  was  the  paffion  of 
adding  to  the  revenue,  by  every  poflible  ex- 
tortion, that  a  converfion  was  confidered  as  a 
bankruptcy,  and  even  Paradife  was  not  al- 
lowed a  privilege  to  protect.  Then,  might 
have  been  perceived  a  ftate  without  laws,  a 
monarchy  without  chiefs,  a  king  without  fub- 
jects.  So  multiplied  were  the  boughs  that  they 
concealed  the  trunk  j  whilft  the  ftate  refem- 
bled  thofe  briars,  which,  mooting  forth  their 
branches  in  a  thoufand  different  twifts,  en- 
tirely exclude  all  appearance  of  the  ftem, 
which  flicks  to  earth.  Every  law  was 
fwallowed  up  in  the  abyfs  of  the  feodal  law. 
The  laws  of  fovereignty  difappeared  with 
the  reft,  and  the  rebellious  fubject  was  no 
longer  liable  to  any  punimment,  except  the 
confifcation  of  his  fief.(^)  One  barbarous, 
dreadful  law  alone  remained  ;  it  was  the  law 
of  war.  All  the  barons,  all  the  poffefTors  of 

fiefs 

(a)  Chantereau  obferves,  in  his  treatife  on  the  origin 
of  fiefs,  that  when  Lewis  the  Thirteenth  marched  into 
I.orrain,  at  the  head  of  his  arriere  ban,  or  kis  vaffahy 
and  the  vaffah  of  bis  <vaj/hls,  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of 
Galas,  the  Imperial  general,  the  majority  of  the  gentry 

per. 
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fiefs  were  authorifed  to  proceed  to  combats 
againft  each  other,  and  even  againft  their 
ibvereigns,  whenfoever  their  feodal  rights 
•could  not  be  otherwife  determined.  Juftice 
preferred  a  profound  filence,  and  entrufted 
lier  decifions  to  a  duel :  How  worthy  of  fuch 
ferocious  men  was  this  judgment ! 
VOL.  If.  E  Yet 

perceiving  that  the  campaign  was  protra&ed  to  a  great 
length,  and  wearied  with  having  attended  the  army  all 
that  while,  returned  to  their  own  homes.  They  were 
proceeded  againft  hy  an  order  from  the  king,  and  it 
was  given  out  that  their  punilhment  was  to  be,  as  in 
cafes  of  defertion,  death  ;  but  Chantereau,  who  was  at 
that  time  councillor  to  the  fovereign  council  of  Nancy, 
maintained  that  thefe  gentlemen,  having  been  obliged 
to  ferve,  folely  by  virtue  of  their  fiefs,  could  only  be 
punifhed  by  a  confifcation  of  fuch  fiefs.  This  advice 
was  followed. 

To  account  for  the  enormous  multiplicity  of  feoffments 
and  fub-feoffments  of  every  kind,  it  muft  be  remarked, 
that  at  their  firft  rife,  the  lords  were  almoft  conftantly 
at  war,  and  that  then  there  were  no  ftipendiary  troops> 
nor  any  money  to  pay  them ;  and  befides,  if  even  there 
had  been  money,  all  the  military  troops  confifling  of 
the  cavalry  of  the  houmold,  it  was  impoffible  to  en- 
creafe  their  number,  without  encreafing,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  number  of  vaffals.  It  was  for  this  reafon, 
that  the  rights  of  the  chace,  the  tolls  of  the  high-ways, 
the  market-ftalls,  and  even  the  manor-bakehoufes  were 
converted  into  feofFments.  (See  Bruffel  de  1'ufage  des 
fiefs)  This  celebrated  author  hath  preferred  a  lift  of 

Baft 
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Yet  fury  hath  its  bounds  •,  and  what  13 
called  courage  hath  at  all  times  been  con- 
fined within  certain  limits.  Perfonal  interefb 
and  felf-prefervation-  fecretly  repined  at  this 
prejudice ;  and  our  ancient  nobility,  quarrel- 
fbme  as  they  were,  foon  preferred  the  arbi- 
tration 

one  hundred  and  thirty  gentlemen,  who,  in  the  time  of 
Philip  de  Valois,  held  as  feoffments,  penfions  from  the 
royal  treafury.  He  hath  alfo  clearly  proved  what 
Mezerai*  afTerted  before  him,  namely,  that  during 
more  than  three  hundred  years,  the  kingdom  of  France 
was  governed  as  one  grand  lief;  all  the  relations  be- 
tween the  fovereign  and  his  fubjefts  bearing  likewife 

a  re* 

*  The  chronological  abridgment  of  the  biflory  of  France,  by 
Mezerai)  a  writer  of  the  laft  century,  is  preferable  to  his 
larger  ivt-rk  ;  and ytt  it  is  in  many  parts  erroneous  and  con- 
fufed.  Thai  the  republican  fpirit  ivbL  h  breathes  in  every  page 
/bould,  in  the  opinion  of  the  multitude,  have  outweighed  the 
imperfections  oj  this  author,  is  not  at  all  extraordinary.  The 
generality  of  readers  will  be  Icj's  apt  to  think  with.  Chaf>elainf 
that  by  too  vioh  ntly  pleading  the  canfe  of  the  people,  Mezerai 
hath  injured  individuals,  than  to  fuppafe  ivitb  Amclct,  that 
he  hath  given  a  fincere  hiftory  to  France,  and  left  behind  him 
a  lively  picture  of  ancient  liberty.  He  felt,  however,  that 
the  language  of  freedom  is  not  always  uttered  with  impunity. 
Colbert,  who  thought  that  the  account  of  the  origin  of  the  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  taxes  was  drawn  with  too  bold  a  pencil,  like 
a  true  minijier,  took  from  Mezerai  one  half  of  hit  penfion. 
He  murmured,  and  loft  the  other  half.  Perfecuticn  Jharpened 
Us  animofity  againft  every  thing  which  pjjuvie.d  the  likenejs  of 
an  excife,  and  being  an  unguarded  bvmourift,  he  was  ac- 
cuJJomed  to  obferve,  that  he  had  hoarded  up  too  golden  crowns, 
coined  in  the  reign  of  the  good  Lewis  the  Twelfth,  with  one  of 
•which  he  would  pur  chafe  a  feat  at  the  Greve,  during  the  exe- 
cution of  fame  officers  of  the  revenue,  wbilft  ivitb  the  other ; 
.he  would  procure  liquor,  and  drink,  on  the  fpot,  to  the  future 
gotd  confequences  of  their  punifbnie tit,  Ki 
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tration  of  the  clergy,  to  thofe  atrocious  de- 
cifions,  in  which  the  conqueror  often  pur- 
chafed,  with  his  blood,  an  always  barren  ad- 
vantage. The  bifliops,  who  had  already  ar- 
rogated to  themfelves  a  power  equal  to  the 
power  of  the  chief  vaflals ;  who  had  afiifted 
in  all  the  parliaments,  and  fignalized  their 
authority  by  enterprizes  againft  the  crown, 
dill  ufurped  the  right  of  judging.  They  had 
already  intermeddled  with  every  affair,  which 
bore  an  indiredfc  relation  to  religion  j  with 
E  2  mar- 

a  relation  to  feoffments.  BrufTcl  grounds  this  opinion 
on  thefe  three  effential  points:  firft,  that  the  epoch  of 
the  majority  of  the  kings  was  fixed  at  the  twenty-firlfc 
year,  which  was  alfo  the  age  cf  the  feodal  majority. 
Secondly,  that  the  king  might  bold  fiefs  from  his  fub- 
jefts,  and  bind  himfelf  under  certain  conditions,  fuch 
as  furnifhliig  a  man  to  reprefent  him  and  perform  fer- 
vice  in  his  room.  Thirdly,  that  the  va/Tal  to  whom 
the  king  refufed  judgment  in  his  court,  might  arm  his 
vaflals  acjainft  him,  and  purfue  the  recovery  of  his  right 
by  forte. 

Mr.  Hume  (hift.  of  Engl.  8vo.  vol.  2.  p.  107.)  ob- 
ferves  alfo,  on  the  fubjeft  of  feoffments,  that  the  feodal 
jufifprudence  having  been  univerfally  eftablifhed,  and 
conilituting  the  fole  jurifprudence,  at  that  time  gene- 
rally acknowledged,  the  allodial  proprietors  were  focn 
wearied  with  being  expofed  to  all  the  too  common  ex- 
ceffes  of  thofe  barbarous  times,  and  preferred  to  an  ab- 
folute  property,  fuch  a  limitted  pofleffion,  as  enfured 
to  them  the  protection  of  the  fovereign. 
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marriages,  on  account  of  the  facrament  ;  -with 
wills,  on  account  of  pious  legacies  ;  and  with 
treaties,  on  account  of  the  oaths,  by  which 
they  were  ufually  ratified.  They,  at  length, 
adopted  it  as  a  general  rule,  that  all  profecu- 
tions  fell  within  their  province,  becaufe  of 
two  parties  ;  the  one  party  attacked,  and  the 
other  party  defended  •,  the  one  party  affirmed 
and  the  other  party  denied  :  now,  either  on 
one  fide,  or  on  the  other  fide,  there  muft  be 

guilt ;  therefore,  &c This  logic   is 

better  than  might  be  imagined;  and  they, 
perhaps,  who  are  for  tracing  error,  from 
another  fource,  rather  than  from  the  firft 
principle,  were  more  fubtile,  but  to  the  full 
as  abfurd,  as  our  anceftors. 

Yet,  however  this  might  have  been,  it 
happened  that  whilft  the  church  ufurped  an 
authority  over  the  fecular  powers,  the  pope 
ufurped  an  abfolute  authority  over  the  church; 
and  as  the  firft  cuftomary  progrefs  of  defpo- 
tifm  is  manifefted  by  an  aflfault,  fo  the  popes 
had  no  fooner  difciplined  their  militia,  than 
they  attacked  the  mod  refpeclable  crowns. 
Hence  arofe  that  feries  of  wild,  but  frequent- 
ly fuccefsful,  enterprizes ;  that  profufion  of 
exconinumications ;  thofe  kingdoms  now  feiz- 
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ed  on,  and  now  distributed  ;  thofe  corona- 
tions ;  thofe  depofitions ;  and  all  the  multi- 
tude of  ridiculous  and  atrocious  facts,  at 
which  the  hiftorian  blullies,  and  the  reader  is 
concerned. 

Here,  let  me  reft  5  it  is  not  my  intention 
to  relate  the  events  of  fuch  unhappy  times. 
The  pencil  of  the  mafter  hath  already  drawn 
thefe  fatal  objects.  What  can  be  written  af- 
ter the  efiay  on  general  hiftory,  by  Voltaire? 
It  is  fufficient  for  me  to  obferve,  that  thefe 
hafty  reflections  have  already  run  over  the 
fix  firft  ages  of  our  monarchy,  and  that  they 
include  precifely  the  sera,  which  may  be 
confidered  as  the  earlieft  vegetation^  the  pro- 
greffive  motion  of  manners  and  ouiloms.  It 
was  then  that  each  habitude  began,  that  each 
principle  received  its  birth.  Let  us  call  up 
the  chief  ideas  which  fhould  be  engraven  on 
our  memory  :  the  invafion  of  the  barbarians, 
a  barbarous  government ;  the  ufurpation  of 
fome  few,  the  ufurpation  of  a  great  number, 
a  general  tyranny  ;  civil  wars  efteemed  law- 
ful ;  the  whole  world  in  arms  -,  all  the  earth 
fprinkled  with  blood;  ferocious  chiefs,  fa- 
tiated  with  having  worried  each  other,  and 
at  once  the  victims  of  abfurd  credulity  and 
E  3  in^ 
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infamous  debauchery,  feeking  in  dfia,  an- 
expiation  for  their  crim,-s;  the  flower  of  the 
v.'diern  nations,  and  nearly  all  their  riches 
ptfriflied  on  the  lands  of  Pale/line  i  cultivation 
abandoned;  the  clergy  alone  profiting  by  this 
geaera),  and  blind  infatuation,  like  thofe 
hardened  wretches,  who  rob  wherever  there 
are  fires  j  in  fhort,  all  policy,  divine  and 
civil,  violated,  and  aggravated  by  turns : 
fuch  is  the  picture  in  which  human  mifery 
and  depravity  feem  carried  to  their  utmoft 
length*  and  it  is  precifely  on  this  repre- 
fentation,  that  I  would  fix  the  obfervation  of 
the  reader.  The  twelfth  century  being  pa.ffed> 
the  motion  is  then  retrograde  :  mankind  be- 

O 

gin  '  to  (hew  Tome  gleams  of  hope  :  they  are 
like  the  difeafed,  who,  after  the  lait  ftage  of 
a  fever,  feel  forne  fymptoms  of  ~  favorable 
crifis ;  yet  only  recover  from  a  long  agony, 
to  breathe  for  a  moment,  and  then  relapfe. 
The  malady  which  abates  but  by  degrees, 
feems  terrible  in  its  returns,  and  every  fign 
becomes  alarming,  where  convakfcency  is 
v/anting. 

Whil.fi:  France  .was  on  tne  brink  of  de- 
folation,  in  conlequence  of  civil  wars,  piety 
came  firft  to  the  affiftance  of  humanity.  The 

paix 
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&?/.v  du  Seigneur, (b)  or  truce  cf  God  gave  rife 
to  a  fantastical  divifion  of  the  days  of  the 
week,  fome  of  which  were  devoted  to  a 
peaceful  intercourfe,  whilft  the  reft  were  fet 
apart  for  (laughter.  Saint  Lewis,  by  the  in- 
ftitution  of  civil  laws,  equally  pious  as  to 
their  intent,  moderated  the  privileges  of  war, 
E  4  and 

(b)  The  truce  of  God  \vasi~ftablifhed  under  the  reign 
of  Henry  the  firft  of  France,  and  in  the  year  1041,  it 
was  flirewdly  imagined  that  nothing  but  the  pretended 
interpolation  of  a  miracle,  could  in  the  leaft  have  hu- 
manifed  barbarians  ;  and  therefore  a  bifhop  of  Aqui- 
taine,  committing  a  pious  fraud,  declared  that  an 
angel  from  heaven  had  delivered  to  him  a  writing,  in 
which  men  were  commanded  to  ceafe  from  hoftilities. 
As  this  impqflure  was  praftifed  in  a  feafon  of  public 
calamity,  when  even  the  wcrft  minds  adopt  fome  f.  int 
idea  of  the  neceflity  of  averting  the  divine  vengeance, 
it  was  naturally  received  with  a  degree  of  reverence.  - 
Not  to  have  relieved  the  tedious  hours  cf  penitence, 
with  one  fweet  interval  of  murder,  had  been  too  ample 
a  conceffion  ;  the  \veelc  was,  therefore,,  abfurdly  chec- 
quered  with  days  of  abitinen.ce  and  deflru&ion.  Pri- 
vate battles  were  prohibited  by  law,  from  the  evening 
of  each  Wednefday,  until  cl.e  morning  of  the  enfuing 
Monday,  in  veneration  of  that  portion  of  the  week, 
which  the  Saviour  hallowed  with  the  laft  myfteries  of 
his  life  ;  but  as  there  were  nearly  three  days,  in  which 
the  religious  compliment  was  unneceffary,  all  thought 
themfelves  at  liberty,  during  that  welcome  period,  to 

"  Cry  havock !  and  let  loofe  the  dogs  of  war."  &„ 
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and  in  fome  meafure,  confined  it,  within-  a 
certain  reitraint.ffj  Philip  the  fair  went  on* 
ftep  farther :  he  forbad  all  perions  to  affume- 
this  barbarous  right,  whiJii  he  exercifed  it 
himfelf ;  and  pretended  that  vvhenloever  he 
waged  war,  it  was  entrufted  folely  to  him,  as 
by  an  exclufive  power.f^,}  The  eftabliftr- 
rnent  of  Bailliagest(e)  and  the  progrefs  of 
their  jurifdid  ions  under  Saint  Lewis ^  and  his 

ilic- 

(c)  The  ordinance  ifTued  in  1245,  by  Saint  Lewis, 
was  called  the  royal  quarantine,  or  truce.     It   forbad 
the  next  heirs  of  the  perfun  murdered,  to  revenge  his 
death,    until  forty  days  after  the  commiffion  of  the 
crime.     Whofoever  tranfgrefTfd  this  ftatute,  was  to   be 
tried,  and  punimed  by  the  judge  ordinary,  as  a  traitoi; 
conspiring  againit  the  public  peace.     K. 

(d)  This  regulation  of  Philip  the  fair  pafTed  in  1296: 
and  miferable  indeed  muft  have  been  the  lot  of  that 
nation,  where  it  was  the  general  wifli  that  the  fovereign 
might  be  involved  in  war,  left  the  nobles  Ihould  befufV 
fered  to  renew  their  hpflilities.     K. 

(e)  As  it  was  not  poffible  either  for  the  prince  to  de- 
cide every  caufe  in  perfon,  or  confine  the  determination 
of  them  to  one  cc-u'rt,,  Baillis  were  appointed.     They 
held  a  monthly  affize,  at  which  they  heared  the  com- 
plaiats  of  the  fubjecls,  and  adminillered  jufticeto  each; 
they  watched,  alfo,  over  the  conduJl  of  the  provofts  of 
the  nobles,    and  prevented   their  fwerving  from  their , 
4uty.     At  the  expiration   of  every  four  months,  they 
delivered  an  accopnt  of  their  adminiltration,    and  of 
the  flate  of  their  province,  to  the  royal  council,    1^ 
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fucceffors ;  the  erection  of  different  tribunals, 
in  which  the  caufes  which  were  ufually  de- 
cided by  fmgle  combat,  were  carried  thither 
by  appeal ;  enfranchifements  ;  the  privileges 
granted  to  the  commons,  the  firfl  restitutions 
made  to  injured  humanity ;  in  fhort,  the  na- 
tional affemblies,  where  all  claffes  of  the  ci- 
tizens were  reprefented,  and  where  they  might 
complain  of  grievances,  and  demand  a  re- 
medy; thefe  were  the  retrograde  motions, 
by  which  fuch  frenzy  approached  to  reafon. 
And  who  is  there  that  will  not  pity  the  con- 
dition of  the  people,  when  he  perceives  that 
their  firft  laws  are  laws  of  pacification  ?  in 
France,  we  may  obferve  the  peace  of  GW,  in 
England,  the  peace  of  tbe  king,  in  Germany, 
the  peace  of  the  public ,  &c.  The  firft  con- 
ventions, to  which  it  was  neceffary  that  thefe 
Beings,  all  fimilar,  all  iffuing  from  the  fame 
origin,  mould  agree,  were  no  longer  to  kill 
each  other, 

It  mud,  undoubtedly,  be  curious  to  trace 
the  different  paths,  through  which  proceeded 
thefe  returns  to  reafon,  44tteiTeraJJ0a(f)  hath 

in- 

(/}  If  I  mitfake  not,  the  Chevalier  alludes  to  a  trea- 
tife,  entitled  "  the  application  of  philofophy,  to  every 
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ingenioufly  remarked,  that  in  the  purfuit  of 
methodical  fciences,  application  was  all  which 
was  neceffary  to  direct  mankind  to  the  dif- 
covery  of  truth ;  fo'that  in  their  pr.ogrefsv 
they  were  conducted  from  ignorance  to  know- 
ledge -y  whereas  in  logical  fciences,  they  were 

con- 

objecl  of  reafon  and  underftanding."  In  this  field,. 
Teraftbn  hath  gained  more  honour,  than  in  his  conteil 
with  the  admirers  of  the  immortal  Homer.  It  hath  been 
jufcly  obferved,  that  his  st  differtation  againft  the  Iliad/' 
is  full  of  paradoxes  and  whimfical  ideas ;  a  clufter  of 
falfe  metaphyfics,  in  which  he  coldly  analyfes  what 
fliould  have  been  felt  with  tranfport.  "  Sethos,"  a 
moral  romance,  is  written  by  this  author.  Although, 
acknowledged  to  pciTcfs  great  merit,  yet:  the  reception 
which  it  met  with  in  France,  was  not  anfvverable  to  his. 
expectations.  This  work  mull,  however,  be  deemed 
valuable,  fo  long  a?  the  character  of  the  queen  of  Egypt 
ihall  continue  to  ccrapofe  a  part  of  i:.  Such  a  picture 
commands  our  approbation;  ?.r. :.  ve  ire  i.-.daccd  ;c 
think  with  d'  Alembert,  th"t  ••'  Tacitus  mull  have 
admired  it,  and  Plato  have  c  flfed  on  every  fovereign  to 
view  it  with  attention."  Teraflbn  translated  with  much- 
fidelity  and  elegance,  Diodcrus  Sicuius.  He  wrote, 
alfo,  "  reflections  in  favour  ef  the  fyilem  of  Mr.  Law." 
The  opulence  to  which  the  fchemes  of  this  remarkable 
adventurer  had  raifed  the  good  Abbe,  was  unable  to 
corrupt  the  hcnefl  fimplicity  of  his  manners.  "  I  will 
anfwer  for  myfelf,  (faid  he)  as  far  as  a  million."  His 
intimates  would  have  anfwered  for  him,  atfr./.  . 
times  the  fam.  Tcraffon  died  ia  1750.  i.. 
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conltantly  obliged  to  pafs  through  what  was 
falie,  before  they  could  arrive  at  what  was 
true.(^)  This  reflection  is  not  lefs  applicable 
to  politics,  than  to  philoibphy.  To  remedy 
abfurdities,  what  abfurdities  have  been  adop- 
ted !  how  rotten,  how  corrupted  were  the 
pillars,  defigned  to  prop  fuch  tottering 
fabrics ! 

The  feodal  government  exifted  in  France, 
in  England,  in  Germany,  and  in  Italy,  nearly 
in  the  fame  degree,  and  under  the  fame  forms. 
How  were  thefe  Hates,  by  the  effect  of  fi- 
rnilar  principles,  thrown  into  fuch  different 
refuking  confequences  ?  thefe  are  aitoniming 
circumftances.  Amidft  the  fhocks  to  which 
England  was  expofed,  the  feodal  fyllem  main- 
tained its  ground  :  the  great  vaffals  took  arms 
for  the  pref  vationof  their  rights;  they  ren- 
dered thofe  rights'  more  extenfive,  more  fa- 
cred,  and  more  decided :  from  hence,  arofe 
that  government  of  property  and  reprefenta- 

tions 

(g)  It  may  with  propriety  be  faid,  that  whensoever 
the  mind  can  make  herfelf  miftrefs  of  the  truth,  the 
worit  is  over.  In  this  refpeft,  fhe  refembles  afwallow, 
which,  being  confined  within  a  room,  ftrikes  itfelf  an 
hundred  times  againit  the  wainfcot,  or  the  cieling,  be- 
fore it  can  difcover  the  window,  which  frme  beneficient; 
itand  hath  thrown  open  to  facilitate  its  efcape. 
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tion,  that  free  and  half-democratical  govern-*, 
ment  which  fubfifts  at  prelent. 

In  France,  far  from  maintaining  the  an- 
cient conftitution,  new  forms  were  introduced  :• 
the  ftates  general^  (where  the  whole  nation^ 
no-  longer  reprefented  by  a  military  arifto- 
cracy,  appeared  in  the  perfons  of  its  deputies,) 
were  fubftituted  in  the  place  of,  or,  (if  it  be 
a  more  proper  expreffion)  mingled  with  the 
feodal  fy.ftem.  In  the  room  of  thofe  Clerks^ 
thofe  aflefibrs  who  afiifted  the  Suzerain^  or 
lord  paramount,  in  the  administration  cf 
julticc,  fovereign  courts,  were  eftabliihed, 
which,  being  conftant,  and  permanent,  formed 
bodies  of  magiilracy,  and  foon  became  the 
depofitaries  of  the  laws ;  the  nation  was  ac- 
cuftomed  to  frequent  afiemblies,  judges,  and 
lawsa  and  hence  proceeded  an.  abfolqte  mo^ 
narchy. 

In  Germany,  ignorance-,  ferocity,  diffen* 
tion,  and  a  rival  fpi.rit,  kept  alive  by  the  ba» 
lance  of  powers,  were  of  longer  duration, 
than  ellewhere ;  force  decided  every  thing, 
and  amongfb  the  members  of  the  ftate,  forca 
was  the  perpetual  alternative  :  where  minds 
were  fo  fliarpened  by  divifions,  no  unanimity, 
no  profpect  of  reconciliation  could  arife,  and 
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hence  proceeded  the  prefent  Germanic  govern- 
ment, that  is  to  fay,  the  moft  coherent  and 
regular  political  fyftem. 

In  Italy,  two  tyrants,  under  the  pretence 
that  they  were  fuccefibrs,  the  one  of  the  C<efarst 
and  the  other  of  Saint  Peter,  inceflantly  con- 
tended for  abfolute  power  j  it  was  for  uni- 
verfal  monarchy,  that  they  fought:  after  long 
wars,  much  fcandal,  and  numerous  atrocities, 
there  arofe  a  multitude  of  republics,  and  of 
little  tyrants :  a  government  fimilar  to  the 
government  of  Greece,  during  the  reign  of 
Alexander  and  his  fuccefibrs. 

Thefe  are  exceedingly  flrange  events,  and 
acting  in  direct  oppoiition  to  their  principles. 
To  account  for  them,  but  few  words  are  ne- 
ceflary.  In  England,  the  nrft  complaints 
were  made  by  the  Great,  againft  the  Crown; 
in  France,  the  firft  complaints  were  made  by 
the  Crown,  and  the  People,  againft  the 
Great;  in  Germany,  the  election  of  the  Em- 
perors having  been  confirmed,  it  became  the 
means  of  confirming,  in  its  turn,  the  rank  to 
which  all  the  Great  might  pretend,  and  the 
fights,  which  all  the  Great  were  willing  to 
maintain  ;  in  Italy,  the  competition  of  So- 
vereigns, the  viciffitudes  of  their  power,  and, 

ia 
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in  particular,  the  inequality  between  their 
forces  and  their  claims,  allowed  the  weaker 
flates  a  time  to  rife,  and  to  fee nre  themfelves. 
The  fuccours  implored  from  every  quarter, 
gave  birth  to  an  increafe  of  privileges ;  amidrt 
thefe  civil  diffentions,  the  cities  eftablifhed 
their  freedom,  and  nepotifm  augmented  the 
principalities. 

In  England,  the  Great,  armed  againft  their 
kings,  imagined  it  neceflary  to  bring  over  to 
their  party,  the  burghers,  and,  particularly 
the  commercial  towns.  They  ftipulated  for 
frefli  privileges  in  favour  of  this  order  of  ci- 
tizens, already  countenanced  by  the  fovereigns, 
who  were  defirous  (as  was  the  cafe  in  France) 
of  oppofing  them  to  the  exorbitant  power  of 
the  barons,  and  who  were  not  wanting  in 
making  them  pay  for  their  immunities.  The 
Great  Charter  having  been  acknowledged  as 
a  general  law,  and  the  execution  of  it  infured 
by  the  election  of  a  certain  number  of  guar- 
dians, always  affembled,  always  in  action, 
under  the  name  of  confer vators  of  the  public 
liberties,  (a  wife  precaution,  to  which  this 
Charter  is  indebted  for  its  permanence,)  the 
barons  were  formed  into  two  claffes,  the 


great 
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•great  barons,  and  the  lefler  barons. (h}  The 
public  tranquility  being  fettled,  an  attendance 
in  parliament  became  burdenfome,  and  ex- 
penfive  -,  the  richeft  of  the  barons  alone  were 
able  to  fupport  it,  and  the  ieiTer  barons, 
either  neglected,  or  incurious  as  to  public 
affairs,  were  foon  blended  with  the  fimple 
knights, (?)  and  appeared  more  anxious  to 
avoid  a  feat  in  parliament,  than  to  enjoy  the 
firft  rank  in  it.  But  the  kings,  conftantly 
"  attentive  to  thofe  two  important  objects,  the 

hu- 

(h)  See  Hume's  hift.  of  Engl.  v.  2,  pag.  85.  &c. 

(i)  Knights  of  the  fhire.  This  is  the  origin  of 
what  the  Englifh  call  Gentry  :  but  the  idea  which  this 
word,  in  Englifh,  prcfents  to  us,  doth  not  at  all  cor- 
refpond  with  that  idea,  which  we  (the  French)  affix  to 
it.  After  William  had  ccnfifcated  all  the  Englim  lands, 
and  given  them  to  the  Normans,  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  Baronies,  or  Grand- fiefs,  the  Normans  con- 
verted feveral  parts  of  their  fiefs  into  fuL-feofFments, 
which  gave  rife  to  the  eftabiifhment  of  vaiTals  of  a  fe- 
cond  order.  The  firft  called  Chi  :f- tenants  were  in 
number  about  700.  The  others,  vJio  held  of  the  king 
knights  fees,  were  in  number  -60,215.  In  point  of  ori- 
gin, the  relation  feems  to  fubfifc  between  the  two  king- 
doms ;  but  in  France  fub-fecftmcnts  did  not  imply  do- 
gradation,  fince  even  the  kings  did  homage  to  truir  fub- 
jefts  for  their  arricre-fiefs.  The  cafe  was  otherwife  i'l 
England.  And  it  is  this  which  eftablilhed  the  dif- 
ference between  the  nobility  and  gentry. 
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humiliation  of  the  Great,  and  the  increafe  of 
the  revenue,  conceived  the  expedient  of  op- 
pofing  to  the  nobility,  the  competition  of 
inferior  powers.  Edward  the  firfi  directed 
the  fheriffs,  or  firft  magiftrates  of  the  coun- 
ties, to  return  t\vo  knights,  or  gentlemen  of 
each  county,  to  parliament  •,  thefe  laft  did  not 
difdain  to  fit  with  the  burgeffes  ;(k}  the  two 
orders  acted  as  if  they  were  mutually  en- 
gaged in  one  common  caufe  ;  they  prefented 
petitions,  plans  of  reformation,  &c.  The 
kings  having  attended  to  them,  they  acquired 
{lability  from  fuccefs ;  and  thus,  by  degrees, 
was  formed  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  of 
all  portions  of  the  Brhifli  government,  is  the 
portion  the  moft  founded  on  reafon,  and  the 
mod  favourable  to  property. 

Whatilreams  of  blood  have  flowed  to  ce- 
ment the  edifice  we  now  behold !  an  edifice 

at 

(k)  It  was,  however,  long  before  the  knights  and 
burgeffes  compofed  the  fame  houfe :  if  we  can  credit 
Mr.  Carte,  who  was  exceedingly  circumfpeft  in  his  ex- 
amination of  the  parliamentary  rolls,  thefe  two  orders 
were  not  united,  until  the  i6th  of  Ed.  3.  (fee  hift.  v. 
2.  p.  451-)  even  at  a  more  advanced  period,  in  the 
reign  of  Richard  the  fecond,  their  union  was  not  final, 
(See  Cotton,  p.  193.  . . .  Hume,  hifl.  vol.  2.  8vo. 
p.  286.  K. 
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at  once  magnificent  and  folid,  but  which  rifes 
on  a  Gothic  bafis,  and  the  proportions  of 
which  arraign  its  rude  original.  And  yet 
how  ftrikingly  foever  the  fhapelefs  plan  of  its 
foundations,  and  thofe  beauties  with  which  it 
hath  been  fince  adorned,  may  be  contrafted, 
it  prefents  to  us  a  kind  of  unity,  or  rather 
of  continuity.  It  is  the  front  of  the  old 
Louvre,  decorated  with  the  colonnade  of  Per- 
rault ;(l)  but  it  is  not  that  confufed  heap  of 
VOL.  II.  F  paltry 

(I)  The  entrance  into  the  Louvre,  the  model  of  the 
triumphal  arch  at  the  end  of  the  Fauxbourg  Saint  An- 
toine,  and  the  obfervatory,  may  probably  tranfmit  the 
name  of  Perrault  to  fome  more  diftant  aera,  in  which 
the  wretched  fatire  of  Boileau  mail  have  been  totally 
forgotten:  furely,  wit,  humour,  judgment,  and  every 
thing  but  ill  nature,  deferred  the  French  Juvenal,  when 
he  compofed  this  vulgar  line  ; 

"  Soyez  plutot  ma^on,  fi.  c'eft  votre  talent." 

The  attempt  which  Boileau  made  to  rob  this  architect 
of  the  reputation  of  having  planned  fuch  true  monu- 
ments of  his  tafte,  was  an  involuntary  confeflion  that 
he  admired  his  works,  though  he  difliked  the  artift, 
Perrault  was  an  excellent  mechanic,  and  a  Ikilful  phy- 
fician :  in  the  latter  character,  Boileau  acknowledged 
that  he  had  faved  his  life.  How  grateful  the  good  poet 
was,  the  reader  hath  already  feen.  Perrault  died  in 
1688.  His  "  tranflation  of  Vitruvius,"  with  notes, 
and  his  "account  of  feveral  machines,"  of  his  own 
invention,  are  valuable  works.  K. 
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paltry  buildings,  of  (hops  and  mean  houfes, 
tacked  to,  or  rather  mixed  with  an  ancient 
palace  j  it  is  not  that  incredible  irregularity, 
flill  perceptible  in  our  capital,  and  our  po- 
lity  I  explain  myfclf. 

We  muft  have  perceived  how  the  govern- 
ment of  England  hath  been  infenfibly  modi- 
fied, by  conftantly  preferving  the  firft  prin- 
ciples of  its  conftitution,  the  King  and  the 
Parliament.  The  parliament  is,  indeecl,  di- 
vided into  two  houfes,  but  if  the  commons 
acquire  a  power  equal  to  the  power  of  the 
lords,  this  is  always  the  refult  of  the  fame 
fyftem,  a  new  branch  mooting  forth  from  the 
fame  trunk.  In  France,  the  cafe  is  totally 
different.  The  people,  harrafTed  by  the  ty- 
ranny of  the  Great,  and  a  general  anarchy, 
had  recou rfe  to  the  royal  authority.  The 
heroic  aclions  of  Philip  Auguftus,  and  the 
moral  virtues  of  Saint  Lewis,  juftified  this 
confidence :  but  Philip  the  Fair,  a  rafh  poli- 
tician, an  ambitious  monarch,  and  an  infa- 
tiable  fovereign,  loon  rendered  the  people 
fenfible  of  their  delufion. 

Before  I  proceed  farther,  it  may  be  necef- 
fary  to  remark,  that  the  feodal  government 
of  France  differed  from  the  feodal  govern- 
ment 
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ffient  of  England,  in  that,  this  laft  had  pre- 
ferved  its  afiemblies,  or  parliaments.  Now, 
aflemblies  are  the  fources  of  all  liberty  ;  it  is 
immaterial  what  the  laws  and  cuftomsare; 
every  nation  which  is  reprefented,  every  body 
which  is  aflembled,  muft,  in  the  end,  ac- 
quire a  great  political  power.  In  France^ 
the  new  feodal  government,  or  (not  to  lofe 
the  idea)  the  feodal  government  of  the  fe- 
cond  epoch  a,  had  been  much  more  fuccefs- 
ful,  in  deftroying  every  trace  of  the  ancient 
feodal  government.  When  Philip  the  Fair, 
therefore,  in  confequence  of  his  extortions, 
his  alterations  of  the  coin,  and  his  difputes 
with  the  court  of  Rome,  imagined  it  ne- 
cefTary  to  convene  the  nation,  he  was  led  to 
the  introduction  of  three  novelties,  which 
have  occafioned  his  reign  to  be  looked  upon 
as  a  very  interefting  epoch  in  hiftory.  Firft, 
he  aflembled  the  nation,  under  a  civil  form, 
which  bore  no  refemblance  to  thofe  parlia- 
ments, to  thofe  fields  of  May,  from  whence 
ifiued  the  laws  of  the  Merovingians  and  the 
Carlovingians.^)  Secondly,  he  fummoned 
F  2 the 

(m)  Pafquier,  in   his  "  Recherches  de  la  France," 
doth  not  exprefs  any   very  great  efteem  for  thefe  new 
States -general.     Every  aflembly  (he  obferves)   was  be- 
come 
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the  order  of  Burghers  to  his  affembly,  ant! 
gave  them  the  title  of  the  third  Eftate.  Lafl> 
ly,  he  eftablifhed,  nearly  about  the  fame 
time,  in  four  parts  of  his  kingdom,  fettled 
courts  of  juftice,  which  we  now  call  parlia- 
ments. 

It  appears  that  in  France,  as  in  England' 
the  nobility  were  likely  to  lofe  fome  influence 
by  the  intervention  of  the  third  eftate,  in  the 
adminiftration  of  public  affairs  ;  but  in  re- 
turn, much  was  wanting,  to  enable  our  com- 
mons to  arrive  at  that  confequence,  which 

was 

become  notorious,  on  account  of  fome  national  facri- 
fice  ;  and  if  it  be  pretended,  that  the  councils  have  all 
lopped  away  fomething,  from  the  papal  authority ;  it 
may  be  remarked,  that  the  States-general  have  all  yield- 
ed fomething,  to  the  avarice  of  kings. 

Of  the  "  Recherches,"  &c.  the  folio  edition,  printed 
in  1665,  is  the  bed.  A  livelinefs  of  imagination,  pe- 
culiar to  the  author,  makes  us  endure  the  antiquated 
roughnefs  of  his  ftile.  When  he  praifes,  as  when  he 
cenfures,  he  is  frequently  too  violent ;  yet  much  of 
what  he  advances  may  be  relied  on.  His  «'  Catechifm 
of  the  Jefuits,"  will  be  admired  by  all,  except  them- 
felves.  Garaffe,  a  brother  of  the  order,  infuhed  his 
memory,  in  a  bock,  called,  "  Recherches  des  re- 
cherches,"  with  a  degree  of  virulence,  whicn  bordered 
on  infanity.  Pafquier  lived  to  an  advanced  age,  and 
died  in  1615.  He  was  attorney-general  to  the  chamber 
of  accounts,  under  Henry  the  Third.  K. 
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•was  enjoyed   by  the  commons  of  England. 
There,  they  had  for  their   model,  for  their 
object   of  emulation,    the    houfe   of    peers, 
whofe  power  was  conftant  and  acknowledged. 
With  us,  the  commons  feemed  aftonifhed  at 
the  part  which  they  were  to  play  ;  like  fome 
inferior,  admitted    to  the  table   of  a  great 
man,  they  thought  themielves  obliged  to  re- 
pay, with   mean   flattery,    the  new   honour 
conferred    upon   them.     Befides,    the   dates 
were  but  feldom  called  together;  their  meet- 
ing was  alfo  dependant  on  the  will  of  the  fo- 
vereign,    who.  was    cautious   of    convening 
them,  unlefs  he  had  the  ftrongeft  reafons  to 
imagine,  that  they  would  be  all  compliance  5 
or  unlefs  the  public  affairs  were  fo  urgent,, 
that  no  time   could   be  facrificed  to  debates. 
Thus  then,  thefe  affemblies  rather  contribut- 
ed to  fhake  the  feodal  government,  than  to 
eftabliih  a  representative  government;    and 
the  royal  power  alone  profited  by  thefe  alte-*. 
rations. 

Neverthelefs  a  coumerpoife,  a  new  refift- 
ance  arofe  from  the  midft  of  this  authority. 
The  counfellors  of  the  king,  his  affiftants  in 
the  difpenfation  of  juftice,  whom  he  had  fe- 
lecled  from  the  three  orders  of  the  (late,  ta 
F  3  fecond 
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fecond  him  in  this  function,  (T  fpeak  of  him, 
as  Sovereign,  and  Lord  Paramount'  the  per- 
fons,  in  fhort,  who  coin  poled  the  royal  court, 
were  foon  converted  into  a  fettled  tribunal  j 
the  commifiions  of  thefe  counfellors,  which 
at  firft  were  removeable,  having  been  ren- 
dered perpetual,  the  parliament  perceived 
themfelves  erected  into  a  body,  which  de- 
rived dignity  from  their  employments,  and 
weight  from  their  ftability.  They  were  alfo 
a  frefh  check  on  the  nobility,  for  prejudice 
and  ignorance  kept  the  Great,  at  a  diftance 
from  the  magiftracy  ;  whilft  the  judges  of 
the  third  eftate}  whom  they  eclipfed,  were 
iuvefted  with  the  whole  adminiftrauon  of 
public  affairs,  and  unable  to  equal,  fought 
at  leaft  to  humble  them. 

The  next  ftep  was  to  lower  the  afcendancy 
of  the  clergy.  Clerks  and  bifhops  enjoyed 
feats  in  parliament  -,  as  they  were  better  in- 
ftrufted  than  the  barons,  they  were  more  em- 
barraffing  to  the  members  of  the  law.  And 
thefe,  anxious  to  monopolize  knowledge, 
were  for  removing  fuch  troublefome  compe- 
titors. Thus,  from  the  very  origin  of  the 
parliament,  fprang  up  that  antipathy  againft 
the  clergy,  which,  in  length  of  time,  be- 
came 
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came  the  fafety  of  the  ftate :  but  this  is  fo- 
reign to  the  fubject,  and  it  is  fufficient  to 
advert  to  it. 

To  return,  therefore,  we  may  obferve  that 
the  government  of  France  hath,  amidft  its 
variations,  loft  many  more  traces  of  its  ori- 
ginal, than  the  government  of  England.  If 
the  reader  be  dtfirom  of  forming  a  juft  idea 
of  the  government  of  France,  he  muft  never 
forget  that  the  parliaments,  or  aflemblies  in 
the  field  of  May,  the  States-general  of  Philip 
the  Fair,  and  his  fucceffors,  and  the  courts 
of  juftice,  known  at  prefent  by  the  name  of 
parliaments,  are  three  objects^which  do  not 
bear  the  lead  relation  to  each  other. 

In  Germany,  the  feodal  government,  hav- 
ing been  maintained  in  its  full  fyftem,  and 
even  with  fome  kind  of  exaggeration,  it  is 
eafy  for  us  to  form  an  idea  of  it.  The  ftate 
of  Germany  is  what  the  ftate  of  France  muft 
have  proved,  had  the  crown  been  elective, 
had  Philip  Auguftus,  and  Saint  Lewis,  neg- 
lected to  protect  the  people  againft  the  ty- 
ranny of  the  barons  •,  in  Ibort,  had  public 
and  folemn  acts,  fuch  as  the  Golden  Bull,  the 
•prof am  peace,  the  peace  of  religion,  and  the 
Imperial  capitulations,  defined  and  fettled  the 
F  4  chief 
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chief  rights  of  the  Prince   and   the  Nation* 
The  German  empire  may  be  confidered  as  a-, 
great  Club(w)  of  fovereigns,  who.  have  fub- 
jefted  themfelves   to   ftrict  rules   and  chofen 
one  of  their  number  to  take  the  great  chair, 
and   act    as   prefident.     The    rights  of   the 
princes  are  fpecified  with  tolerable  precision  » 
the  rights  of  the  people    are  the  moft  fre- 
quently neglected .     Some  little  ufurpation  is 
eafily    fupprefied  ;  but   if  a   powerful  vaflal- 
enters  the  lifts,  the  armies  alone  are  to  de- 
cide privileges,  with  this    fingle   difference, 
that  they  are  preceded  by  a  ftronger  advanced 
.  guard  of  manifestos  ^  dehortatioxs,  &c.  There,, 
as  eifewhere,  may  be  perceived  a  mixture  of 
cuftom   and  of  reafon,  fome   laws  preferved 
becaufe  they  were  good,  and  others  becaufe- 
they  were   ancient.     The  peace  of  Munfter 
and  the  capitulation  of  Francis  tke  Fir  ft  ^  are 

works. 

(«)  A  iet  cf  Engliihmen,  who  generally  meet  in  ta- 
verns and  coffeehoufes.  The  rules  of  thefe  focieties  are- 
always  written,  and  hung  up  in  the  club-room.  There^ 
as  in  moft  other  Englilli  aflemblies,  a  prefident  is  named, 
who  fits  in  an  elevated  arm  chair,  and  who,  by  his. 
office,  fomewhat  refembles  their  Speaker  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.  The  reader  muft  have  recolledled  the 
charming  papers  on  this  fubjecl,  written  by  Steele  and 
Addifon,  in  the  Spectator. 
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works  of  reflection,  which  maintain  their 
fplendour,  amidft  works  of  prejudice,  as  a 
fine  ftatue  prelerves  its  beauties,  though  con- 
fined within  an  old  lumber  room.  The 
queftion  is,  whether  the  Germanic  govern- 
ment renders,  the  people  more  happy.  I 
agree  that  it  may  prevent  the  Count  de  la  Lippe 
from  killing  the  deer  of  the  Count  de  Waldeck  -, 
and  the  Count  de  Neurvied  from  coining  bafe 
money  •,  but  it  alfo  deprives  Germany  of  fine 
roads,  of  canals,  of  arts,  and  of  riches.  It 
maintains  more  than  an  hundred  little  courts, 
but  fuffers  the  people  to  languifh  under  op- 
prefiion.  Here,  guard-houfes  fupply  the 
place  of  manufactories ;  and  when  we  have  feen 
Frails^  canonefles,  centinels  and  game-keepers, 
we  may  form  fome  idea  of  the  greater  part 
qf  Germany. 

As  to  Italy,  alternately  torn  and  divided  by 
emperors,  popes,  Normans,  kings  of  Arragon 
and  kings  of  France,  its  only  claim  to  our  no- 
tice arifes  from  its  prefenting  us  with  two  ce- 
lebrated republics,  one  of  '  which  is  equally 
powerful  and  conftant  in  its  principles.  The 
reader  will  at  once  guefs,  that  I  mean  the  re- 
public of  Venice :  but  this  refpeclable  com- 
monwealth, fituated  between  the  Turk,  the 

pope, 
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pope,  and  the  emperor,  fhonld  have  formed 
its  conftitution,  agreeably  to  its  political  fitua- 
tion.  Arifing  from  the  midft  of  the  waters, 
and  almoft  within  the  bofom  of  the  ocean, 
its  origin  was  owing  to  fear,  its  pretervatioa 
to  miftruft.  To  keep  the  people  in  igno- 
rance, and  Qavery,  to  fcatter  divilions  fufpi- 
cions  and  accufations  amongft  the  fenators, 
to  act  incefiantly  as  if  the  next  inftant,  or  the 
day  following,  were  to  open  with  a  confpi- 
racy,  to  change  the  adminiftration  into  a  for- 
midable polity,  are  the  principles  which  Ve- 
nice drew  from  her  dangers,  and  to  which 
me  ftill  adheres,  in  the  moments  of  tranqui- 
lity,  and  fuccefs. 

Meanwhile,  let  us  propofe  thefe  queftions. 
What  hath  been  the  origin  of  all  which  ex- 
ifts  at  prefent  ?  What  fyftem  could  have 
been  railed  on  the  foundations  which  remain- 
ed to  us  ?  Our  governments,  our  conftitu- 
tions  have  taken  their  fource  from  barbarifni 
itfelf,  and  were  formed  in  ignorance.  Our 
monarchies  are  old,  but  our  reafon  is  ftill 
young.  Let  us  reflect  on  the  darknefs  which 
hath  covered  the  earth,  from  Conftantine  to 
the  Medicis  ;  the  bright  days  of  Athens,  and 
of  Rome,  have  been  fucceeded  by  a  night 

V 
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of  twelve  hundred  years.  But  unlike  the 
wakening  of  Epimenides,  hath  been  the 
wakening  of  philofophy.  Scarcely  had  the 
agreeable  arts  routed  her  from  her  flumber, 
fcafcely  were  her  eyes  opened,  when  fhe  per- 
ceived that  things  were  hovering  near  the 
fame  point,  where  fhe  had  left  them.  In 
the  time  of  Conftantine,  the  rational  fciences 
were  neglected,  and  the  ftudy  of  nature  gave 
place  to  the  ftudy  of  words.  All  minds 
were  pofiefied  with  a  paffion  for  frivolous 
controverfies,  and  empty  fubtleties.  This 
too  was  the  cafe,  about  the  iixteenth  cen- 
tury. Scarcely  had  mankind  begun  to  think, 
and  to  write,  when  the  firft  bloffoms  of  rea- 
fon  were  nipped  by  theological  and  metaphy- 
fical  difputes.  It  may  be  faid,  that  from 
Erafmus,  to  Defcartes,  the  human  under- 
Handing  was  engaged  in  little  elfe,  but; 
'lharpening  its  faculties.  It  will,  however, 
be  proper,  before  we  purfue  thefe  reflections, 
to  fix  our  attention,  for  a  moment,  on  the 
paft  ages,  and  to  enquire  what  was  the  con- 
dition of  fociety,  under  the  government  of 
our  anceftors. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     II. 


Lot  of  Humanity  at  the  beginning  of  the* 
French  monarchy  and  under  the  feodal  £0-». 
•vernment. 


A  H  I S  chapter  will  be  {hort :  where  the- 
fubjecl:  is  fo  ftriking,  and  fo  eafy  to  be  in- 
veftigated,  it  were  injurious  to  the  reader,  to 
deem  it  neceflary  to  affift  his  judgment.  In 
fact,  it  is  not  our  bufmefs,  in  this  place,  to 
complain  againft  the  enthufiaftic  admiration 
of  the  paft  ages.  It  was  requifite  to  have 
recourfe  to  argument,  in  advancing  that  Ly- 
curgus  Solon,  and  Numa,-  did  not  difcover  the 
beft  poffible  fyftem  of  iegiflation  ;  'but,  is  a 
long  difcuCion  wanting  to  make  us,  the  other 

feared^ 
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Scarcely  civilized  Weljh(a)^  deplore  our  in- 
fancy, efteem  our  puberty,  and  conceive 
hopes  of  our  maturity  ? 

The  French  monarchy,  eftablifhed  by  war, 
feems  to  have  been  devoted  to  a  perpetual 
war.  The  divifions  of  dominions,  thofe  ri- 
diculous teftaments  by  which  our  princes  be- 
queathed their  kingdoms,  like  their  trinkets, 
have  proved  a  fource  of  boundlefs  quarrels, 
in  the  profecution  of  which,  the  ties  of  blood 
have  been  defiled  with  blood,  uncles  have 
murdered  nephews,  brothers  have  torn  each 
other  in  pieces,  and  afTafrmations,  and  pitched 
battles  have,  by  'turns,  contended  for  the 
diipofal  of  the  throne.  Scarcely  were  thefe 
fanguinary  and  divided  members  re-united 
Under  the  fame  chief,  when  this  chief  be- 

•     came 

(o)  Wallen,  or  Wslj'cb,  a  term  in  the  Teutonic  lan- 
guage, fignifying  grangers,  hath  been  fometimes  ap- 
plied to  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  France,  the  Celtre, 
or  as  they  were  called  afterwards  by  the  Romans,  the 
Gauls.  The  Saxons  gave  the  appellation  of  Welih  to 
cur  South-Britons,  feveral  of  whom,  not  underftanding 
the  Englifh  tongue,  are  ignorant  that  their  country  is 
named  Wales,  and  ftile  it  Cycary,  or  the  ancient  land. 
Many  other  nations,  alfo,  underilocd  by  the  word 
Welfh,  bodies  of  emigrants,  (as  the  Gauls  frequently 
'fc'ere)  driven  either  by  neceflity,  or  choice,  in  quell  of 
»ew  fettlements.  K.' 
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came  abandoned  -s  and,  as  in  Poland,  when 
the  equettrian  order  terminate  their  conflicts, 
the  fervants  of  the  Great  engage  in  ibme  in- 
ferior fkirmifn,  fo,  in  France,  .when  kings 
had  been  fubdued,  the  parties,  to  fupport 
the  "broils  of  their  domeftics,  rufhed  on  to 
mutual  deftruction.  This  was  not  all :  whilft 
the  nation  was  exhaufted,  and  ambitious 
Mayors  ftill  difputed  for  the  reins  of  ^power, 
a  troop  of  northern  plunderers  poured  in,  to 
bear  away  thofe  riches,  which  proved  the 
whole  of  their  poffefiions.  The  monks,  and 
priefts,  whofe  cunning  conftamly  increafes 
in  proportion  to  the  extreme  ignorance  of 
the  people,  had  found  time,  whilft  the  fol- 
diers  were  fighting,  to  amafs  all  the  treallires. 
This  facility  of  difcovering  vafl  riches  col- 
lected together,  and  of  making  fuch  lucky 
flrokes,  held  out  a  temptation  to  invafion, 
and  effected  the  ruin  of  France,  continually 
deftined  to  be  the  victim  of  religion.  It  was 
in  vain  that  a  great  prince  arofe.  The  glo- 
rious honour  conferred  on  Charlemagne, 

O          * 

whofe  name  adorns  the  calendar,  but  whofe 
canonization  did  not  render  the  people  hap- 
pier, hath  been  cruelly  requited  in  the  events 
of  the  fucceeding  reigns.  Soon,  the  mo- 
narchy, 
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fcarchy,  fplit  into  a  thoufand  pieces,  produced 
war  and  calamity  under  a  thoufand  different 
forms.  At  length,  anarchy  became  fome- 
what  moderated,  and  feemed  under  the  firft 
*kings  of  the  Capetian  race  to  be  refolved  into 
ibme  kind  of  fyftem,  Then,  might  have 
been  perceived  the  dawnings  of  a  ftate,  a 
nation  -,  but  the  frenzy  for  engaging  in  the 
Crufades  ftarted  up  to  obftrucl  its  progrefs, 
and  plunged  humanity  into  new  misfortunes. 
The  flower  of  the  Wefttrn  people,  taking 
with  them  whatfoever  riches  they  poflefled, 
prepared  to  meet  death  in  Pakftine.  This 
fury  became  epidemical  ;  it  inflamed  even 
that  timid  age,  the  diftinguifliing  marks  of 
which  are  gemlenefs  and  imbecility  :  armies 
of  children  abandoned  their  country,  and 
went  alfo  to  perifh  immaturely  in  the  Eaft, 
like  thofe  fwarms  of  locufts  which,  driven 
by  the  wind  propitious  to  the  labourers,  are 
drowned  within  the  bofom  of  the  waters. 
But  when  the  minds  of  men  were  once  on 
fire,  it  was  not  neceflary  that  the  tomb  of 
Cbrift  mould  have  adminiftered  fuel  to  their 
zeal.  Muft  we  call  up  the  fhocking  expedi- 
tion of  Simon  de  Montfort  againft  the  Albi- 
genfes ;  (fixty  thoufand  fouls  flaughtcred  with- 
in 
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HI  one  city,c/>y  lever,  thoufand  of  whom  fled  for 
fnelter  into  the  church)  and  that  abominable 
feries  of  barbarities,  which  outftripped  the 
exceffes  of  the  other  Crufades^  as  every  civil 

war  is  more  cruel  than  an  exterior  war , 

Ainidil 

Cp)  Beziers ;  when  the  Crufaders  began  the  cfiault, 
they  afked  the  abbot  of  Citeaux,  how  they  were  to  di- 
ftinguifh  the  Catholics  from  the  heretics  ?  Kis  reply 
was,  "  kill  all,  God  will  know  his  own." 

"  As  mildnefs  could  only  have  irritated  the  Albi- 
genfes,  Simon  de  Montfort,  the  Gideon  of  the  Lord, 
to  fpread  a  falutary  terror  amongft  the  reft,  condemned  ( 
every  prifoner  either  to  the  fire,  or  the  f\vord.  How 
was  this  celeflial  Sagittarius  dreaded  by  thcfe  heretics, 
sgainft  whom  the  thunderbolt  of  Papal  excommunica- 
tions had  been  fo  jufcly  darted  !  The  pious  catholics 
revered  him  as  a  demi-gcd.  Having  been  wounded  in 
the  thigh,  by  an  arrow  {hot  from  the  walls  of  Thou- 
loufe,  which  he,  was  then  befieging,  he  would  have  re- 
tired to  his  tent,  when  a  woman  difcharged  a  flone  at 
him  from  a  mangonel,  or  petrary,  with  fuch  violence, 
that  his  head  was  quite  fevered  from  his  body.  Thus 
fell  this  valiant,  wife,  and  worthy  man,  deferving  of 
a  nobler  fate.  So  ardent  was  his  zeal,  fo  pure  was  his 
devotion,  that  we  may  compare  him  to  the  flames 
arifing  from  the  facred  incenfe,  the  firft,  and  latelt 
fparks  of  which  perfume  and  grace  the  altars  of  the 
deity." The  indignation  of  the  reader  is  al- 
ready roufed,  and  the  leaft  comment  on  this  deteftable 
dcfcription  is  unneceflary  :  that  it  was  written  fo  lately 
as  in  the  laft  century,  fcems  a  melancholy  proof,  that 

Of 
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Amid  (I  this  alternative  of  diftant  calamities, 
and  interior  troubles,  the  folehope  of  France, 
the  fole  humane  and  bountiful  king/^)  at- 
tacked in  his  turn  by  the  general  contagion, 
grew  eager  to  depart,  and  bury  in  Egypt, 
himlelf,  his  family,  and  his  treafures.  When 
VOL.  II.  G  re- 

of  every  fpecies  of  inhuman  prejudices,  the  prejudices 
of  religion  are  the  moft  inextinguifhable.  The  above- 
cited  account  is  an  unexaggerated  tranflation  from  the 
abridgment  cf  the  life  of  Simon  de  Montfort,  written 
by  Mr.  De  la  C-.  lombiere,  and  inferted  in  "  Les  hommes 
illuftres,  et  grands  capitaines  Francois,"  folio.  Paris 
1690.  It  is  not  eafy  to  determine  what  the  herefy  of 
the  Albigenfes  was  :  by  the  multitude  of  their  names, 
we  may  guefs  at  the  multitude  of  their  errors  :  they  were 
Paulicians,  Manicheans,  Bulgarians,  Henricians,  Pe- 
trobruffians,  Waldenfes,  &c.  in  mort,  under  the  term 
Albigenfes,  the  Latins  comprehended  all  the  adverfa- 
ries  of  his  Holinefs  the  pope.  To  afcertain  the  moft 
flagrant  crimes  of  thefe  fectaries,  is  a  matter  of  lefs 
difficulty  :  they  had  inveighed  againft  fome  abfurdities 
in  the  doctrines  of  the  church  of  Rome,  and  cenfured 
the  corrupted  manners  of  her  ecclefiaftics.  Such  guilt 
is  not  within  the  pale  of  abfolution.  K. 

( q)  Saint  Lewis,  the  ninth.  The  character  of  this 
prince,  drawn  by  Mr.  Gaillard,  in  his  third  volume  of 
*"'  La  rivaliti  de  la  France,  et  de  1'Angleterre,"  is  too 
long  to  be  inferted  in  a  note.  The  length,  however, 
will  not  be  objected  to  in  its  proper  fituation.  When 
pictures  are  fo  highly  finifhed,  we  rather  wifh  that  they 
were  lei's  contracted,  than  think  they  fill  too  large  a 
fpace.  K. 


reftored  to  his  native  country,  he  conceived 
an  averfion  from  the  poft  of  legislator,  re- 
folved  to  take  the  order  of  Jacobins,  and  re- 
vifiting  the  fands  of  Africa,  expired  before 
Tunis,  his  body  having,  by  his  own  directions, 
been  previoufly  extended  on  the  afhes.  Wars 
waged  againft  the  empire,  and  the  Flemings, 
to  which  may  be  added  the  inteftine  wars  of 
the  great  vafials,  continued  to  imbrue  man- 
kind in  blood,  until  a  more  extenfive  theatre 
of  carnage  and  affliction  was  opened  at  the 
accefTions  of  Philip  and  Edward.  The  French 
governed,  at  one  time,  by  a  ram  king,  and 
at  another  time,  by  a  politic  knave,  had 
fcarcely  accomplimed  their  emancipation  from 
the  yoke  of  foreigners,  when  they  relapfed 
into  the  rage  of  making  conquefls..  In  Italy, 
they  faw  a  new  Paleftine.  A  great  difpute 
arofe  between  the  kings  of  France,  and  the 
houfe  of  Auftria,  a  difpute  which  cannot 
properly  be  faid  to  have  terminated,  until 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  or,  in  other  words, 
the  treaty  of  Verfailles.  The  wars  of  reli- 
gion united  themfelves  to  the  wars  of  ambi- 
tion, and  France  fcarcely  efcaped  fro:n  the 
Eml'-fL  was  defolated  by  the  Germans,  the 
Swifs,  and  the  Spaniards.  In  fliort,  from 

Clovis, 
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Clovis,  to  Lewis  the  fourteenth,  I  can  no 
where  perceive  a  fuuadon  of  affairs,  which 
might  be  confidered  as  a  real  peace,  but  in 
the  interval  between  the  treaty  of  Vervins, 
and  the  death  of  Henry  the  fourth.(r) 

To  the  calamities,  which  fuch  frenzy  oc- 
cafioned,  we  may  join  alib  thofe  calamities 
which  derived  their  Iburce  from  ignorance. 
Medicine,  and  the  ftudy  of  phyfic  having 
been  negkdled,  mankind  were  left  a  prey  to 
every  diforder  which  " fejb  is  heir  to."(s) 
A  terrible  diftemper,  produced  by  mifery  and 
uncleanlinefs,  the  kprofy^  became  epidemical 
in  France. 

We  may  perceive  mat  Lewis  the  eighth  be- 
queathed an  hundred  crowns  to  each  of  the 
two  thoufand  Lazar-boufes  within  his  king- 
dom. Allowing  twenty  patients  to  each 
hofpital,  forty  thoufand  wretched  lepers  might 
have  been  found  \vithin  a  ftate,  not  fo  exten- 
five  by  one-third,  as  France  is  at  prefent. 
G  2  Com- 


(r)  The  treaty  of  Vcrvins  was  concluded  by  the 
kings  of  France  and  Spain,  on  the  fecond  of  May 
1598.  Henry  the  fourth  was  affaffinated  on  the  four- 
teenth of  May  16105  fo  that  this  "  real  peace,"  was 
but  of  fhort  duration.  K. 

(s)  Shakefpeare,  in  Hamlet. 
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Commerce,  which  intereft  precedes,  bu: 
which  reafon  always  follows,  durft  not  appear 
before  the  French,  or  appeared  only  for  a 
moment,  having  been  either  perfecutcd  by 
fanaticifm,  or  plundered  by  avarice.  When 
Jaques  Ctiur(t)  produced  ibme  fpecimens  of 

the 

(/)  Jaques  Cceur,  a  native  of  Bourges,  and  of  ob- 
fcure  parentage,  was  treafurer  to  Charles  the  feventh. 
In  very  few  years,  he  became  one  of  the  richeft  fub- 
jefts  in  Europe  ;  whether  by  extortion,  or  indefatigable 
purfuits  of  commerce,  is  not  fo  eafy  to  determine.  I 
{hall  take  the  fairell  fide  of  the  queftion,  and  leave  the 
proofs  of  his  guilt  to  Abbe  de  Frefnoy,f  who  doth  no: 
appear  to  have  redeemed  him  from  any  crime,  except 
the  poifoning  of  Agnes  Sorel.  When  Charles  under- 
took the  conqueft  of  Normandy,  he  borrowed  two  hun- 
dred thcufand  gold  crowns  from  Jaques  Cceur,  which, 
in  thofe  times,  were  an  immenfe  fum.  As  a  merchant, 
he  tranfafted  bufmefs  in  all  parts  of  the  world ;  with 
the  Turks  and*  the  Perfians  in  the  Eaft,  and  with  the 
Saracens  in  Africa.  A  multitude  of  his  vefTels  were 
ccnftantly  out  upon  the  feas,  and  three  hundred  factors, 
divided  into  the  neceflary  numbers,  were  ftationed  at 
the  different  ports,  to  wait  their  arrival.  The  courtiers 
took  the  advantage  of  his  abfe nee,  on  an  embafly  at 
Laufanne,  and  plotted  his  deftruclion.  On  his  return, 
he  was  imprifoned,  tried,  and  fentenced  to  make  the 
amende  honorable,  and  forfeit  a  thoufand  crowns.  As 

his 

f    See    "  Pbilofopbie  bermeti^iie^    8vo,  1742,  v.  *,  pi 


PVBLIC'  HAPPINESS.        85 

the  advantages  which  might  have  refulted 
from  ir,  inftead  of  exciting  an  attachment  to 
this  ufeful  profefTion,  they  awakened  a  bar- 
barous envy.  Ke  was  obliged  to  fly  from 
the  people  whom  he  had  enriched,  and  leave 
G  3  to 

his  accufers  were  (harers  in  the  fpoil,  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  his  punilhment  was  rather  the  confe- 
quence  of  their  avarice,  than  t/f  his  guilt.  His  having 
reilored  to  a  Turk,  a  Chiittian  flave,  who  had  quitted 
and  treacheroufly  betrayed  his  mafter,  was  one  capital 
accufation  ;  another  flagrant  crime  was  the  felling  of 
arms  to  a  Sultan  of  E^ypr.  In  both  thefe  inftances,  he 
v,  s.3  convifted ;  they  It.uck  at  the  religious  fpirit  of 
tlie  times,  in  which  it  was  not  poffible  (to  ufe  the  fine 
expreiuon  of  the  Pfalmift,)  for  "  right  eoufnefs  and  peace 
tokifs  each  ctber."  In  the  gratitude  of  his  agents,  C«ur 
found  a  refuge  from  the  •  feverity  of  his  perfecutors. 
The  voluntary  afll-ffraents  to  which  his  friends  agreed, 
were  the  ir.eans  cf  fupplying  him,  during  his  imprifoa- 
ment,  not  only  with  neceflaries,  but  with  fuperfluities.. 
His  efcape  from  the  convent  of  Cordeliers,  at  Bean- 
caire,  was  at  length  effected  by  his  nephew,  who  con- 
cluded him  fafely  to  Rome.  Pope  Calixtus  the  third 
gave  him  the  command  of  a  fleet  againft  the  Turks,  with 
which  he  failed  to  Chios,  and  died  on  his  arrival,  in 
1456.  The  little  remainder  of  his  effects  was  after- 
wards bellowed  on  his  children,  in  confideratiun  of  the 
fervices  of  their  Father.  The  account  of  his  having 
eitabliflied  himfelf  in  theifeof  Cyprus,  engaged  again 
in  commerce,  and  married  a  fecond  wife,  by  whom  he 
had  daughters,  is  proved  to  be  groundlefs,  in  a  difler- 

tation 


• 
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to  Lombards,  and  to  Jews,  the  care  of  aveng- 
ing his  caufe.  Thefe  laft,  more  odious  to 
the  Chriftians,  were  frequently  treated  with 
incredible  feverity  \  yet  it  v,ds  not  recollected 
that  they  had  crucified  the  Son  of  God.,  until 

God  had  permitted  them  to  become  rich.(«) 
In 

tation  written  by  Bon  ami,,  member  of  the  academy  of 
infcriptions*  and  belles  lettres.  Mr.  de  Voltaire  hath 
either  not  feen  this  meaaoir,  or  having  feen  it,  hath 
chofen  to  diflent  from  it :  he  obferves  that  Jaque$ 
Cceur  followed  commerce  in  Cyprus.  K.. 

(u)  I  do  not  recolledt  the  king  of  England, f  who* 
having  demaaded  from  a  Jew,  a  fum  of  money 
which  he  declared  himfelf  unable  to  advance,  threw 
him  into  prifon,  and  directed  that  a  certain  number  of 
his  teeth  mould  be  drawn  every  day,  until  he  had  re- 
folved  to  give  up  his  all.  This  barbarity  was  then  com- 
mon, and  is  an  example  of  the  manners  of  thej-W  ol£ 
time.  As  to  the  reft,  it  appears  that  the  Englilh  were 
acquainted  earlier  than  the  French,  with  the  advantages 
of  commerce,  and  agriculture.  This  is  evident  from, 
a  law  of  Athelftan,  ,a  prince  of  the  Saxon  dynafty, 
enacting  that  every  merchant  who  had  made  three  long 
fea  voyages,  on  his  own  account,  and  every  hufbaad- 
man  who  was  able  to  purci.  '<  five  hides  of  land,  flioulci 
be  ralied  to  the  rank  of  a  I  hane,  which  was  fomewhat 
fimiJi..  to  the  rank  of  a  Baron.  See  Hume's  Hift.  of 
England,  8vo.  Vol.  I.  App.  p.  224. 

•f-  'This  was  king  Jaba,  vjto  demanded  ten  iboufand  mart? 
</f  jil-vtr,  from  a  Jew  at  Briftol,  and>  ou  his  rej'ufal,  gave 
orders  that  one  of  hii  teeth  Jhould  be  drawn  daily,  until  he  com- 
plied. At  the  iofs  of  ajeventb  tooth,  his  refoiution  failed  him> 
and  he  advanced  the  inir.ey.  See  M.  Paris,  p.  160.. 
f.  168.  K. 
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In  fliort,  to  conclude  this  melancoly  picture, 
we  may  aflert,  that  an  intolerant  fpirit  hath 
raged  in  France,  as  violently  as  in  any 
other  (late  whatever,  although  the  inqui- 
fition  was  not  eftablifhed  until  the  time  of  the 
Albigenfes.  But  whilft  the  courts  were  in- 
fected with  fanaticifm,  the  princes  and  their 
minifters  became  themfelves  inquifitors  j  and 
it  is  of  little  confequence  whether  we  refer  to 
Charles  the  ninth,  or  to  the  pope.  I  (hall 
not,  here,  recall  to  mind  the  maflacre  on  the 
evening  of  Saint  Bartholomew,  nor  that  long 
feries  of  tragedies,  which  fucceeded  it.  I 
will  riot  add,  as  an  apology  for  France,  that 
during  the  exceedingly  fhort  reign  of  Mary, 
eight  hundred  heretics  were  burned  in  Eng- 
land i  and  that  it  hath  been  calculated  that 
under  Philip  the  fecond  more  than  forty 
thoufand  perfons  perifhed  on  the  fcaffbld,  for 
the  fake  of  religion.  All  theie  facts  are  too 
well  known  j  they  have  been  deftin^d  to  et- 
cite  the  horror  of  future  ages,  by  that  afto- 
niming  hand>  which  holds  at  once  the  pallet 
of  Rembrandt,  and  the  pencil  of  Albano.(#) 
Jt  will,  therefore,  be  fufficient  for  me,  ta 
G  4  con- 

(x)  Mr.  de  Voltaire. 
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conclude  this  chapter,  \?i:h   fome  reflections 
on  \vhat  is  called,  tkc  g* (.•<;.  rid  time. 

From  whence  can   proceed  this  frenzy  for 
exalting  the    paft   ages,  at  the  expence  of 
blackening  the  age  in  which   we  live  ?  un- 
doubtedly from  felf-love,  which  finds  a  double 
fatisfaction  in  this  conduit,  firft,   from  the 
comparifon  which  we  form  between  ourfelves 
and  the  men  whom   we  condemn  ;  and  fe- 
condly,  from  that  ftill  more  ftrikingly  marked 
fuperiority,  which  afligns  to  us  a  knowledge 
of  preceding  times,  whilil  we  appear  in  ibme 
meafure  to  afiimilate  with  them,  by  pronounc- 
ing their  eulogy.     We   apply   to   antiquity 
thofe  ideas  which  we    have  entertained   of 
confanguinity.     The   eldeft   imagine    them- 
felves  more%  nearly  related  to  it,  by  a  degree  ;, 
they  lay  claim  to  a  mare  of  its  honours,  and 
cry  it  up  before  the  rifing  generation,  (y)  We 
are  but  feldom  jealous  of  the  virtues  of  our 
anceflors-,  by  knowing  them,  we  fuppofe  our- 
felves to  be  more  enlightened;  by  praifing 
them,  we  conceive  that  we  are  more  wife.  On 
the  contrary,  we  are  dazzled  by  the  virtues  of 

our 

(y) :  Laudator  temporis  afti 

Se  puero 

Ho  RAT. 
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our  own  age,  and  feem  afraid  of  facing  them.(z) 
iThis  error  of  felf-love,  this  contempt  of  ienti- 
ment,  to  borrow  the  ingenious  language  of 
a  modern  phiiofopher,  is  what  the  wife  would 
only  i'mile  at,  were  it  not  productive  of  the 
greateft  detriment  to  the  progrels  of  human 
reafon.  What,  in  fact,  can  be  more  difcou- 
raging  than  this  perfuafion,  that  as  we  pro- 
ceed, we  conftantly  become  worfe  ?  What 
can  be  more  dangerous,  than  never  to  aim 
at  recovering  us  from  our  faults,  but  by  a 
reference  to  thofe  times,  in  which  the  ufeful 
fciences  not  being  fufficiently  expanded,  man- 
kind could  only  have  acted  right,  by  chance, 
or  by  inftinct  ?  Let  us  unravel  this  idea. 

A  war  ia  entered  upon  under  bad  aufpices  •, 
the  campaign  is  unfortunately  conducted  -, 
the  particular  officers  too  attentive  to  their 
private  interefts,  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
troops,  and  the  generals  too  anxious  about 
their  equipages,  their  accommodations,  and 
their  parade,  have  neglected  the  prefervation 
of  order  and  difcipline ;  the  fervice  is  coldly 
followed,  without  emulation,  and  without 

re- 

(z)  Quod  naturaliter  audita  vifis  laudamus  libentiu?, 
et  prasfentiainvidia,  prsteritavenerationeprofequimur; 
et  his  nos  obrui,  illis  inftrui  credimus.  Vellei.  Patcrc. 
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regularity ;  depredation,  a  fpirit  of  fraud, 
and  robbery  infed  every  branch  of  the  admi- 
niftration  \  defeats,  and  confiderable  lofTes 
are  the  fruits  of  this  relaxation  ;  the  foldiers 
become  difheartened,  and  the  citizens  dif- 

contented Some  remedy   rrmft  be 

applied  -,  but  whilft  good  minds  feek  for  this 
remedy,  in  the  eftablifhment  of  a  natural  and 
eafy  difcipline,  in  thofe  meaiures  which  tend 
to  connect  the  welfare  of  particulars,  with 
the  general  welfare,  in  that  innocent  artifice 
•which,  by  placing  honour  between  ambition 
and  fortune,  gives  a  kind  of  variety  to  the 
paffions,  and,'  in  fhort,  in  the  appointment 
of  an  able  general,  whofe  ftrid  attention  to 
his  duty  may  correct  this  almoft  univerfal  re- 
miflhefe,  every  common-place  reafoner  flies 
about,  repeating  that  the  national  fpirit  is 
quite  loft.  Their  conftant  cry  is,  where  are 
Coucy^  Cbatillon  and  Bayard  ?(a}  They  ima- 
gine 

(a)  The  houfe  of  Coucy  hath  produced  fo  many  il- 
luftrious  perfonages,  that  I  cannot  positively  affure  the- 
reader  to  what  branch  of  the  family  the  Chevalier  al- 
ludes. He,  perhaps,  means  the  great  Enguerrand  de 
Coucy,  who,  after  having  performed  prodigies  of  va- 
lour, at  the  fiege  cf  Nicopoiis,  in  1396,  under  Si- 
gifmond,  king  of  Hungary,  was,  with  many  officers  of 
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gine  that  they  can  call  back  the  bravery  of 
the  pail  times,  and  re-produce  it,  by  thefc 

idle 

note,  taken  prifoner.  1  am  thrown,  by  the  numerous 
heroes  of  the  name  of  Chatillon,  into  the  fame  dilem- 
ma, but  fhall  choofe  Gaucher  de  Chatillon,  the  con- 
ftable  of  France,  under  fix  princes  :  The  defeat  of  Hen- 
ry, count  de  Bar,  the  battle  of  Courtrai,  and  the  fiege 
of  St.  Omer,  have  been  mentioned  as  fignal  inftances 
of  that  intrepidity,  and  conduft,  by  which  he  role  to 
eminence,  in  feveral  other  actions  of  equal  note.  Such 
martial  ardour  feemed  extinguifliable  only  with  life,  for 
long  after  the  period,  at  which  retirement  would  have 
been  honorable,  he  was  reaping  frefh  laurels  in  the 
field.  When  he  foughi  by  the  fide  of  Philip  de  Valois, 
at  the  battle  of  Caffel,  he  had  reached  his  eightieth 
year.  This  was  his  laft  exploit.  He  died  on  his  return 
from  Flanders,  in  1329.  The  warm  admirers  of  the 
*'  good  old  times"  are  much  to  blame,  if  they  forget  the 
Chevalier  de  Bayard.  When  they  enlarge  on  fuch  a 
charafter,  thofe  moderns  mull  be  prejudiced,  indeed, 
who  could  refufe  their  tribute  of  applaufe.  I  am  con- 
vinced the  reader  will  forgive  me,  fhould  I  be  more  par- 
ticular in  my  account  of  this  uncommon  hero.  "  The 
knight  without  fear,  and  without  reproach"  was  the  title 
by  which  he  was  ufually  diftinguifhed.  He  attended 
Lewis  the  twelfth,  and  Ferdinand  of  Spain,  during 
that  fhort  war  of  four  months,  which  terminated  in  the 
conqueft  of  Naples.  At  a  battle,  fought  in  that  king, 
dom,  he  is  faid  to  have  defended,  like  another  Ccclts, 
the  pafs  of  a  narrow  bridge,  againft  two  hundred  of 
the  enemy.  When  Francis  the  firft  attacked  the  Swifs, 
at  Marignan,  de  Bayard,  who  charged  always  neareft 

to 
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idle  exaggerations,  as  if  a  loyal  attachment 
to  a  gracious  and  beloved  king  could  be 
increafed  by  the  fuggeftion,  that  formerly 

the 

to  his  fovereign,  displayed  fuch  marks  of  proweis,  that, 
when  the  victory  was  gained,  he  was  resvarded  with  one 
of  the  higheft  honours,  which  it  was  polfible  for  a  fub- 
jecl  to  receive.  Francis  condefcended  to  accept  from 
his  hand,  the  order  of  knighthood,  in  all  the  forms  of 
ancient  chivalry.  The  defence  of  Mezreres  is  alone 
iVifiicient  to  give  a  fuli  idea  of  the  military  merit  of  De 
Bayard  :  it  was  ill  fortified,  and  inverted  by  a  numerous 
army  of  the  Imperialifts.  Francis  would  have  burnt  it, 
but  the  Chevalier  obferved  that  "  no  place  was  weak, 
"  -j.;';  cr:  tbe  fcldicrs  ^ere  fttfficiently  intnp:d  to  protect  it." 
This  gallant  remark  was  jufliried  by  the  event.  The 
Imperialifts  were,  in  the  end,  compelled  to  raife  a  te- 
dious fiege  with  equal  infamy  and  Icis.  .  At  the  famous 
retreat,  near  the  banks  &f  the  Seffia,  de  Bayard,  whilft 
he  was  fuftaining,  with  a  fmall  body  of  troops,  the 
whole  mock  of  the  enemy,  received  a  mortal  wcund. 
"  Place  me,  (fiiid  the  dying  hero)  againjl  this  tree,  that 
"  1  may  ft  ill  front  our  joes,  for,  having  never  yet  turned 
*'  my  back  upcn  them,  1  will  not  begin  to  do  it  in  my  laft 
"  moments"  He  then  ient  word  to  Francis,  that  "  if 
"  he  felt  it  painful  to  part  with  life,  it  was  c;;ly  bicauj'i 
"  he  could  no  longer  ferve  his  prince."  The  Conitable  de 
Bourbon,  who,  at  the  head  of  an  advanced  body,  \vr.s 
purfuing  the  French,  rode  up  to  him>  c.r,d  declared  how 
much  he  pitied  his  misfortune.  "  Prefers  (replied  the 
"  Chevalier)  tbat  pity  for  yourfdf:  it  is  you  v:bo  are  ibi 
"  proper  objefl  cf  il ;  yen,  -c.-bo  turn  y cur  arms  ag 
"  jour  ^M'jj  and  Country.  1  wed  not  _; 
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the  Burgeffes  of  Calais  adored  a  wicked 
prince.(^)  Such 

"/alias  I  have  lived,  the  faithful  fervant  of  my  So- 
"  vcrcign,  and  bis  People"  He,  fhortly  afterwards, 
expired,  killing  with  religious  reverence  the  crofs  cf  his 
fword.  His  body  was  embalmed,  and  fent  to  Grenoble, 
his  native  city.  The  corpfe  was  received  with  royal 
honours,  as  it  paffed  through  the  dominions  of  the 
Duke  of  Savoy,  and  the  nobiUry  attended  it  to  the 
frontiers.  K. 

(b)  Philip  de  Valois  may  truly  be  ftileu  an  incapable, 
and  a  tyrannical  prince.  His  ill- conducted  admini- 
ilration  of  affairs,  whether  foreign,  cr  dorneOic,  is  a 
full  proof  of  his  incapacity.  The  great  number  of  his 
fubjects,  who  periflied,  in  confequence  of  his  illegal 
judgments,  muft  convince  us  that  he  was  a  tyrant.  He 
was  the  chief  caufe  of  thofe  misfortunes  which  France 
felt  until  the  reign  of  Charles  the  fcventh.  As  to  the 
reil:,  thefe  reflections  cannot,  by  any  conitruclions  what- 
foever,  be  fuppofed  to  attack  the  merit  of  a  dramatic 
author,f  equally  to  be  refpedled  for  his  talents,  and 

his 

•j-  If  I  miftake  not,  the  dramatic  author  is  Mr.  de  Be/lay, 
•who,  fame  years  fince,  produced  bis  celebrated  "  Siege  of  Ca- 
(ais."  On  this  gentleman,  the  king  of  France  beflowed  tie 
gold  medal,  long  before  intended  for  the  perfon  who  JbouU 
write  the  left  tragedy  on  tbat  fub]e£l*  His  Chriflian  mujejlj 
not  only  presented  Mr.  de  Be/lay  with  a  thoufand  croons,  but 
permitted  him  to  dedicate  bis  piece  to  him.  Although  the  pe- 
rufal  of  this  play  can  ne<ver  throw  an  Englijbman  into  the  mad 
rapture  of  a  magiftrate  of  Calais,  yet  he  will  be  pleafcd  ivitb 
the  powers  of  the  writer.  'The  reader  may,  pcffibk,  recollecl 
the  uncommon  applanfe  with  which  the  reprefentation  of  this 
tragedy  was  received  at  Calais.  Tbemagiftrates  of  tbat  city, 
and  the  Players  of  Paris  were  animated  with  a  ri-ual  fpirit 
of  gene  rofity .  The  latter  refufed  to  accept  from  the  former  a 
propofai  to  pay  their  travelling,  and  ailing  expences,  and  had 
promifid  to  perform  gratis,  wbeti  the  king  din  fled  that  tht 
tubole  charge  of  the  journey,  and  reprefentation,  Jbould  be  dt~ 
out  of  the  royal  coffer.  K, 
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Such  alfo  is  the  cafe,  in  matters  relative  to 
the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs.  If  a 
feries  of  deltructive  wars  hath  funk  the  ftate 
in  debt,  and  thrown  upon  the  prefent  gene- 
ration the  excefies  of  the  paft  generation, 
no  one  feems  willing  to  obferve,  how  necefla- 
ry  it  is  to  repair,  by  a  long  peace,  the  breaches 
which  have  been  made  by  long  wars;  that 
the  beft  method  of  fupporting  fnch  expences, 
is  by  increafing  the  riches  of  the  ftate ;  that 
the  more  the  people  pay,  the  more  liberty 
(bould  be  granted  to  them,  in  their  commer- 
cial concerns,  and  every  exertion  of  their  in- 
duftry  -,  and  that  the  encouragement  of  agri- 
culture, a  wife  divifion  of  taxes,  roads,  ca- 
nals, and  a  free  exportation  are  the  true  re- 
fources  of  the  royal  revenue.  Inftead  of 
thefe  reflections,  it  is  remarked  that  our  foot- 
men wear  filk  ftockings,  that  the  houfes  of 
the  nobility  are  more  elegantly  furnimed, 
than  they  were  formerly,  and  that  the  re- 
ceivers-general keep  miftrefTes.  In  the  old 
times,  (fay  they)  no  velvets,  no  laces  were 

worn; 

his  vertues.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  this  writer,  but 
the  fulfome,  and  ridiculoufly  placed  enthufiafm  of  a 
certain  part  of  the  public,  which  I  take  the  liberty  to 
cenfure. 
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worn  •,  there  were  no  wardrobes,  no  dreffing 
rooms,  no  toilets  j  the  kingdom  muft  foon  be 
ruined. 

I  repeat  it  again,  all  this  could  only  raife  a 
laugh,  if  fuch  abfurdities,  fuch  hackneyed 
remarks  were  not  fomething  worfe  than  te- 
dious, and  importuning  -,  but  the  great  in- 
convenience arifing  from  popular  prejudices 
is,  that  having  a  bad  argument  always  at 
hand,  men  are  prevented  from  recurring  to  a 
good  argument.  A  celebrated  writer(V,)  ob- 
ferves  that,  under  the  reign  of  Lewis  the 
eleventh, (d)  plague,  and  famine  having  by 
turns  delblated  France,  the  only  remedy 
which  could  be  deviled  to  flop  thcfe  calami- 
ties, was  to  order  prayers  and  procefllons. 
This  example  is  exceedingly  applicable  to  our 
fubjecl,  as  the  great  evil  occafioned  by  fuper- 
ftition  doth  not  proceed  from  the  perform- 
ance 

(c)  Mr.  Duclos,    the  elegant  author  of  the  life  of 
Lewis  the  eleventh.     This  gentleman,    who  was  per- 
petual fccretary  to  the  academy  of  Belles  lettres,  died 
in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  year.     K. 

(d)  The  reign  of  this  prince  is  rendered  memorable 
by  the  ftorm  of  Dinan.    Eight  hundred  perfons  who  had 
efcaped  from  daughter,  were  condemned  to  die.    Thefe 
little  executions  happened  alfo  in  the  Protocol  of  the  good 
9ld  time. 
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ance  of  idle  ceremonies,  or  the  obfervatioil 
of  ufelefs  fafts,  but  from  its  having  deluded 
mankind  into  a  perfualion,  that  the  remedy 
againfl  their  misfortunes  is  difcovered.  It  is 
j  of  convention  fugge(ted  by  ignorance, 
to  prtilrve  the  union  of  terror  and  idleneis. 
Should  contagions  infect  the  human  race, 
procefiions  are  ordered,  whilil  the  caufes, 
and  the  cure  of  plagues  are  not  the  objects  of 
enquiry.  Should  the  field  mice  devour  the 
corn,  mould  caterpillars  confume  the  vines, 
there  mult  be  more  proceffions,  but  no  phy- 
ficians.  It  is  not  only  amidft  our  provinces 
that  thefe  notions  fo  generally  prevail;  we 
may  obferve  them  in  the  befl  houfes,  and 
the  moil  fafhionable  company.  The  good 
c!d  tme  is  a  moral  fuperftition ;  it  will,  in- 
deed, pafs  away  like  other  fuperftiiions,  but 
its  difappearance  will  be  bter,  on  account  of 
thofe  vain  ideas  with  which  it  is  connected. 
Some  remarks  on  this  infatuation  may  poflibly 
be  ufeful. 

I  could  wifh  to  know,  at  once,  what  aera 
of  hiftory  is  to  be  chofen,  for  the  object  of 
our  admiration.  It  is  not,  one  would  be  in- 
clined to  hope,  the  age  of  Fredegcnde,  and 
j?r tine bant;  much  lefs  the  age  of  the  Faineanst 

or 
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^r  kings  who  did  nothing,    and  the  mayors 
of  the  palace.     Charles  Martel,  Pepin,  and 
Charlemagne  were,  undoubtedly,  great  men; 
fo  alfo  were  Tamerlane,  and  Peter  the  firft, 
and  yet  we  do  not  on  that  account  admire  the 
Tartars,    and  the  Ruffians.      Our  anceftors 
under  Charles  Martel  plundered  the  eccle- 
fiaftics,    who   had   plundered    their  fathers: 
Charlemagne,  after  having  deluged  his  coun- 
try with   blood,    gave  laws  to  a  barbarous 
people.     Before  his  time,  fociety  was  in  its 
moft  imperfect  favage  ilate ;    but  he  himfelf 
was  cruel-,    a  lion  reigning  over  wolves.     As 
to  the  Carlovingians,  they,  like  the  firft  Ca- 
petians,  muft  be  forgotten.     There  remain 
then   Philip    Auguftus,    and    Saint    Lewis, 
Here,  we  perceive  the  eftablilhment  of  the 
feodal  law  -,  the  nobility  in  all  their  fplendor, 
and  their  courage  exalted  by  the  Crufades. 
At  this  period,  alfo,  arofe  the  golden  age  of 
chivalry.     But,  confult   the  EJfay  on  general 
biftoryi    that   model   of  hiftcrico-philofopbical 
works-,  confult  Mr.  Hume,  illuflrious  in  the 
fame  career ;  confult  Abbe  de  Velly(^J  him- 
VOL.  II.  H  felf, 

(t)  Abbe  de  Velly,  who  died  in    1759,    had  com- 
pleted only  eight  volumes  of  his  "  hiftoire  de  France," 

when 
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felf,  the  firft  of  our  hiftorians  who  hath  re- 
collected that  there  were  manners,  and  laws, 
and  you  will  perceive  that  thefe  generous 
Crufaders  were  perfidious  towards  the  Greeks 
and  Saracens;  to  each  other,  treacherous, 
and  unjuft;  and  to  the  whole  community, 
cruel,  and  avaricious.  Examine  the  hiftories 
of  thofe  times,  and  obferve  how  Charles  of 
AnjoUj(f)  and  his  fucceflbrs  conducted  them- 

felves 

when  it  was  taken  up  by  Villaret,  who  begun  with  the 
reign  of  Philip  the  fixth,  and  ended  at  the  348th  page 
of  the  i  yth  volume.  The  continuation  is  by  Mr.  Gar- 
nier.  The  work  hath  been  exceedingly  well  received  in 
France.  The  firft  part  of  it,  however,  is,  in  fome 
places,  inaccurate.  The  ftile,  though  not  remarkable 
either  for  ftrength,  or  elegance,  is  eafy,  natural,  and 
tolerably  corredl.  The  private  chara&er  of  Velly  was 
unexceptionable,  and  he  enjoyed  a  gaiety  of  temper, 
with  which  the  learned  are  but  feldom  bleft.  It  was 
Something  beyond  the  national  livelinefs ;  a  fingularity 
which  even  his  countrymen  could  not  avoid  remarking. 
His  firft  appearance  as  a  writer  was  in  a  tranflation  from 
Swift.  "John  Bull,"  or  "  le  Proces  fans  fin."  K. 

(f)  Charles  of  Anjou,  brother  to  Saint  Lewis  of 
France,  received  the  inveftiture  of  Naples,  and  Sicily, 
in  1265.  In  the  courfe  of  the  following  year,  Man- 
fred, the  natural  fun  of  the  emperor  Frederick  the  fe- 
cond,  afpiring  to  the  Neapolitan  throne,  fell  in  the 
aftion  againft  Charles,  on  the  plains  of  Benevento. 
The  conqueror  feized  on  all  the  treafures  of  Manfred, 

whofp 
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Jclves  in  the  courfe  of  their  conquefls.  The 
Sicilian  Vefyers  have,  for  a  long  time,  only 
traced  out  to  us  the  perfidy  of  the  Italians  ; 
let  them,  for  once,  inform  us  what  was  the 
tyranny  of  their  fubduers.  The  young  Con- 
radin  perifhed  by  the  hands  of  the  public  ex- 
ecutioner; Andrew  of  Hungary (g)  was  af- 
failinated  by  his  wife*  poifon,  and  the  fword 
defolated  without  controul  the  fineft  countries 
of  the  earth.  Such  are  the  works  of  the  good 
eld  time.  - 

H  2  Doth 


whofe  widow>  and  children  perifted  in  prifon.  In  two 
years  afterwards,  Conradin,  duke  of  Swabia,  and 
grandfon  of  Frederick  the  fecond,  endeavouring  to  re- 
cover his  inheritance,  was  taken  prifoner  by  Charles^ 
and  executed  in  the  market  place  at  Naples,  The  con- 
dud  of  this  unhappy  youth,  when  on  the  fcaffold,  was 
a  gallant  aflertion  of  his  right ;  he  threw  his  glove 
ainongft  the  people,  and  faid,  "  by  this  token,  my  legal 
title  to  the  crown  devolves  on  Peter,  Prince  of  Arragon." 
A  knight,  at  whole  feet  it  fell,  had  the  courage  to  take 
it  up,  and  carried  it  to  James,  king  of  Arragon,  who 
had  married  a  daughter  of  Manfred.  In  1282,  the  Si- 
cilians revolted,  and  on  Eafler-day,  when  the  bell  rang 
to  Vefpers,  maflacred  nearly  eight  thoufand  of  the 
French.  K. 

(g)  Andrew  of  Hungary  was  the  firft  hufband  of 
Joan  of  Naples,  who,  affifled  by  her  lover,  Lewis, 
prince  of  Tarento,  and  others,  caufed  him  to  be  ftrangled 
"in  1 345.  He  had  only  reached  his  nineteenth  year.  K. 
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Doth  the  reader  afk  for  inftances  of  another 
kind  ?  he  may  obferve  the  wife  of  Philip  the 
bold  accufed  by  a  barber  of  having  poifoned 
Lewis,  and  exculpated  by  a  Begume^  or 
nun.(b)  He  may  recoiled,  that  the  three 
daughters-in-law  of  Philip  the  fair  were  con- 
victed of  adultery  \(i)  that  Enguerrand  de 
Marigny(£)  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  jealoufy  of 

Charles 

(h)  Peter  de  la  Brofie,  barber  to  Saint  Lewis,  and 
afterwards  Chamberlain  to  Philip  the  bold,  apprehen- 
five  that  Mary  the  wife  of  this  prince  might  acquire  too 
great  an  afcendancy  over  her  hufband,  accufed  her  of 
having  poifoned  Lewis,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Philip,  by  a 
former  marriage  ;  a  nun  of  Niville  was  confulted,  who 
detected  the  calumny,  and  de  la  Brofle  was  hanged.  K. 

(i)  Margaret  of  Burgundy,  the  wife  of  Lewis  the 
quarrelfome;  was  convi&ed  of  adultery,  and  ftrangled 
in  prifon.  Joan  of  Burgundy,  the  wife  of  Philip  the 
long,  was  alfo  accufed  of  adultery,  but  her  hufband  re- 
ceived her  again.  Blanch,  the  wife  of  Charles  the  fair, 
was  found  guilty  of  the  fame  crime,  but  faved  her  life, 
by  pleading  the  nullity  of  her  marriage,  on  account 
of  too  near  a  confanguinity.  K. 

(k)  Marigny,  defcended  from  an  illuftrious  family, 
was  prime  minifter  to  Philip  the  fair.  It  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  he  opprefled  the  people  with  taxes,  altered 
the  coinage,  and  committed  feveral  flagrant  adls  of  in- 
juftice :  but  the  reafon  for  which  he  was  fentenced  to 
death  by  Charles  de  Valois,  though  pretended  to  arife 
iblely  from  -the  neceffity  of  punifhing  a  corrupted  fer- 

vant 
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Charles  de  Valois  ;  and  that  as  vile  intereft, 
and  fordid  avarice  are  the  conftant  attendants 
on  ferocity  of  manners,  fo  when  Philip  de 
Valois  was  engaged  againft  Edward  the  third, 
the  whole  kingdom  became  a  theatre  of 
treachery  and  trealbn.  The  great  officers, 
the  chief  fervants  of  Philip  were  bought, 
and  penfioned  by  England.  From  ditloyalty, 
they  proceeded  to  aflafTinations,  and  flagrant 
acts  of  robbery  were  followed  by  murder. 
The  murders  of  the  conftable  Lacerda,  the 
duke  of  Burgundy  and  the  duke  of  Orleans, 
are  the  moft  notorious  :(l)  but  how  many  ob- 
H  3  fcurer 

vant  of  the  ftate,  was  grounded  on  the  refentment 
which  he  bore  againft  him,  for  having  on  a  former  oc- 
cafion  contradi&ed  him  in  full  council.  Marigny  was 
hanged  on  a  gibbet,  which  he  himfelf  had  caufed  to  be 
ere&ed  for  the  execution  of  others,  Me.%erai,  in  his 
relation  of  this  event,  indulges  his.  natural  antipathy 
againft  the  gatherers  of  taxes,  and  remarks  that  "as 
mafter  of  the  building, t  Marigny  <was  honoured  *with  a 
place  at  the,  upper  end  of  it,  and  took  precedence  of  all  the 
other  thieves."  Charles,  on  his  death-bed,  mentioned, 
with  much  remprfe,  his  perfecution  of  this  minifter, 
who  had  been  condemned  unheared.  The  children  of 
Marigny  were  afterwards  inverted  with  the  eftates  and 
honours  of  the  family.  K. 

(I)  Lacerda,    appointed  conftable  of  France,   after 
the  execution  of  Count  d'  Eu,    was    aflaffinated.  by 

Charles 


102  AN    ESSAY    ON1 

fcurer  crimes  were  perpetrate  1  either  before.* 
or  after  the  corhtniffion  of  ihefe  rrk-re  ftriking 
crimes?  if  in  the  time  of  C  <.r'es  the  feventh, 
onefmgle  day  of  brightness  gladdened  France,. 
by  how  terrible  a  reign  was  his  fplendid, 
but  toilfome  reign  fucceeded  ?  I  Ihould  ima- 
gine that  the  preient  age  is  but  Iktle  difpoled 
to  receive  as  an  apology  for  the  crimes  of 
Lewis  the  eleventh,  that  this  prince  hath  fet 
the  other  kings  free.  His  avarice,  fraud* 
and  cruelty,  have  been  but  too  much  imi- 
tated by  his  Subjects.  It  may  alfo  be  feen> 
when  Charles  the  eighth  marched  on  to  a 
conqueft  tolerably  lawful,  if  any  conqueft 

can 

Charles  the  wicked,  of  Navarre,  in  revenge  ibr  his 
having  obtained  the  earldom  of  Angoulenie,  which, 
Charles  had  claimed  as  the  marriage  portion  of  his 
wife,  the  daughter  of  John,  king  of  France.  Lewis, 
duke  of  Orleans,  was  aflaffinated  at  Paris,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1407,  by  order  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy.  This 
murder  was  the  origin  of  thofe  diflentions  between  the- 
houfes  of  Orleans,  and  Burgundy,  which  proved  fo 
fatal  to  France.  John,  duke  of  Burgundy,  was  ftab- 
bed  on  the  bridge  of  Montereau,  at  an  interview  with, 
the  Dauphin,  in  September  1419.  Hiflorians  have 
doubted  whether  this  murder  was  premeditated ;  neither 
is  it  certain  that  Tanequi  du  Chattel  committed  it. 
The  reader  may  fee  this  point  very  ably  difcufled  in  the 
third  volume  of  »  EiTais  fur  Paris,"  by  Mr.  de  Ste, 
K, 
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can  be  lawful,  what  opinion  this  Italy,  al- 
ready fo  corrupted,  had  formed  of  the  French  -, 
our  hiftorians  defcribe  the  Italians  as  traitors, 
nor  are  they  miftaken  :  the  hiftorians  of  Italy 
paint  the  French  ferocious,  covetous,  and 
debauched ;  they  alfo  are  not  miftaken.  Let 
us  read  Guicciardinim  particular,  and.wefhall 
foon  di {cover  his  opinion  of  the  barbari 
Franceji. 

We  admire  Francis  the  firft,  and  becaufe 
he  told  Charles  the  fifth  that  be  lied  in  bis 
throat,  we  fuppofe  him  to  have  been  more 
brave  and  fpirited  than  this  emperor.  More 
impartial  modern  writers(;»)  have  proved  that 
Francis  the  firft,  although  extremely  valiant, 
was  much  more  raih,  and  not  bolder  than 
H  4  Charles 

(m)  See  **  EfT.ii  fur  Phiitoire  generale,"  by  Mr.  de 
Voltaire,  and  "  Vie  de  Francois  I,"  by  Mr.  Gaillard. 
The  laft  work  was  publifhed  in  1766,  in  four  volumes, 
j2mo.  and  is  in  all  refpects  what  the  French  call  a 
chef-d'oeuvre.  There  is  another  excellent  performance, 
for  which  every  nation  in  general,  and  two  great  king- 
doms in  particular,  are  greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  Gaillard ; 
and  this  is  "  Hiftoire  de  la  rivalite  de  la  France,  et  de 
1'Angleterre,  3  vols.  jimo."  Too  much  can  never  be 
advanced  in  favour  of  a  work,  the  direct  tendency 
of  which  is  to  extinguifh  national  hatred,  and  to  in- 
fpire  a  fpirit  of  peace,  by  evincing  the  abfurdity  and 
in  utility  of  war.  K. 
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Charles  the  fifth;  that  he  certainly  fought: 
like  a  true  knight,  but  that  he  forfeited  his 
word,  and  had  recourfe  to  artful  fubterfuges, 
in  order  to  break  through  thofe  engagements, 
into  which  he  had  entered.  It  is,  befides, 
evident,  how  little  the  adminiftration  of  juf- 
tiee  was  attended  to,  during  the  reign  of  this 
king.  Iniquitous  and  arbitrary  commifiions 
determined  the  fate  of  the  princes,  and  chief 
fubj-ects  of  the  ftate.  Fanatictfm  arofe  in  all 
its  violence.  We  may  recollect  thofe  hor- 
rible executions  under  Oppede,  and  Guerin, 
at  Cabrieres,  and  Merindole.(w)  The  he- 
retics 

(n)  Oppede  was  the  firft  prefident,  and  Guerin, 
counfellor  to  the  parliament  of  Aix.  An  ordinance 
was  iflued  in  1540,  directing  that  fuch  houfes,  caftles, 
and  forts,  in  Merindcle,  'and  Cabrieres,  as  belonged 
to  the  Vaudois  heretics,  fliould  be  razed  to  the  ground. 
Nineteen  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Merindole 
were  condemned  to  the  flames.  They  prevailed  on  the 
cardinal  Sadolet  to  intercede  for  them  with  Francis  the 
£rft,  who  promifed  to  fpare  them,  on  condition  that 
they  abjured  their  errors.  The  Vaudois  were  inflexible, 
and  Oppede,  affifted  by  Guerinr  at  length  proceeded  to 
execution.  With  a  little  army,  raifed  for  the  purpofe, 
they  fell  on  thefe  defencelefs  people,  killed  all  they 
met,  and  burned  the  houfes,  granaries,  corn  fields,  and 
trees.  The  fugitives  were  purfued  by  the  light  of  the 
fires.  Sixty  men,  and  thirty  women  were  all  who  re- 
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retics  were  purfued,  gibbets  were  ere&ed, 
and  the  flakes  were  lighted,  whilft  Francis 
entered  into  an  alliance  with  the  Turks,  and 
converfed  with  Clement  Marot/0) 

I  lhal! 


mained  in  Cabrieres ;  they  furrendered  on  a  promife  of 
pardon,  and  were  inftantly  maflacred.  During  this  re- 
ligious perfecution,  forty-four  villages  were  reduced  to 
afhes,  and  more  than  three  thoufand  perfons,  of  all 
ages,  and  of  both  fexes,  pe  rimed  either  by  fire,  or  the 
fword.  Thefe  barbarities  were  afterwards  enquired  into 
by  the  parliament  of  Paris.  Oppede  exculpated  him- 
felf,  and  was  releafed;  but  Guerin,  accufed  of  other 
crimes,  all  foreign  to  the  purpofe,  fuch  as  a  rnif-ap- 
plication  of  the  royal  provisions,  calumnies,  prevari- 
cations, &c.  was  fentenced  to  be  hanged,  and  fuffered 
at  Paris  in  1554.  Mr.  de  Voltaire,  who  obferves  that 
he  was  executed  on  account  of  the  mafTacre  of  Cabri- 
eres, and  Merindole,  hath  adopted  the  miflakes  of 
former  hiilorians.  K. 

(o)  The  better  half  of  the  character,  which  Martial 
gives  of  himfelf,  is  far  from  being  applicable  to  Marot; 
"  Lafci'-va  eft  nobis  pagina,  vita  prcba  eft".  The  morals 
of  the  French  poet  were  diflblute  to  an  extreme ;  many 
of  his  epigrams  are  almoft  as  full  of  wit,  as  of  inde- 
cency. In  a  character  fo  inconfiftent,  it  is  not  fingular 
to  find  the  mingled  flights  of  piety,  and  debauchery. 
The  fame  hand  from  which  we  receive  an  obfcene  bal- 
lad, prefents  us  with  a  tranflation  of  the  Pfalms.  The 
laft  was  cenfured  by  the  Sorbonne.  Marot  died  greatly 
diftrefled  in  1544.  He  had  been  valet  de  chambre  to 
francis.  K. 


io6  ANESSAYON 

I  mall  only  mention  the  civil  wars  which 
have  filled  up  the  interval  between  this  prince,, 
and  Henry  the  fourth,  to  make  one  obferva- 
tion  j  and  this  is,  that  many  perfons  have  en- 
tertained a  groundlefs  belief,  that  it  was  the 
Medicis,  who  corrupted  the  morals  of  the 
nation,  and  deftroyed  the  ancient  fpirit  of 
chivalry.  With  regard  to  morals,  they  v  ha 
know  of  what  diforder  Francis  the  firft, 
and  Lewis  the  twelfth  diedj(/>)  they,  who  not 
having  been  at  the  trouble  of  enquiring  inta 
the  anecdotes  of  thofe  times,  reft  concerned 
with  reading  the  epigrams  of  Clement  Marot, 
and  the  entertaining,  but  exceedingly  ob- 
icene  performance  of  the  Curate  of  Meudon,(f£\ 

which 

(p)  Lewis  the  twelfth,  when  he  was  fifty- three,  e£. 
poufed  Mary,  the  fifler  of  our  Henry  the  eighth.  She 
was  fixteen.  The  amorous  king  forgot  his  tender  con- 
ititution,  and  fell  a  martyr  to  the  enjoyment  of  beauty,. 

in  lefs  than  four  months  after  the  marriage A 

diforder,  at  that  period,  almoft  incurable,  and  under 
which  he  had  languimed  nine  years,  proved  fatal  to 
Francis.  The  hufband  of  the  fair  Feroniere  became  a 
willing  invalid,  that  he  might  make  a  faithlefs  wife  de- 
ftroy  a  rival,  whom  he  duril  not  openly  oppofe.  K. 

(q)  The  curate  of  Meudon  is  the  celebrated  Rabe-> 
lais,  to  whofe  learning,  wit,  humour,  and  indecency, 
few  are  Grangers.  His  Gargantua  is  dedicated  to  the 

cardinal 
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which  is  dedicated  to  a  cardinal,  may  eafily 
conceive  what  pains  it  muft  have  cod  the  Me- 
dicis,  to  convert  the  French  into  libertines. 
Sound  morals,  as  we  mall  have  occafion  to 
prove  in  the  fequ.l,  are  not  the  fruits- of  opi- 
nion, but  of  toil :  they  are  not  to  be  found 
amongft  the  rich  and  indolent  :  they  flee,  in 
particular,  from  all  thofe  who  live  amidft 
perils,  and  difturbances  -,  a  dangerous  life,  and 
a  licentious  life  are  fynonimous  terms.  There 
was  no  reafon  why  Chivalry  mould  have  been 

more. 


cardinal  de  Tournon.  It  is  but  juftice  to  the  memory 
of  Rabelais,  to  take  notice  of  a  very  fcarce  book,  in 
eftavo,  the  full  title  of  which  is  "  Les  fongts  drolatiques 
tie  Pantagruel;  conienant  plufieurs  figures,  de  T invention  de 
Matt  re  Rabelais ;  et  dernier  oeu-vre  tficelui,  pour  la  re» 
creation  des  bens  efprits"  Paris,  le  Breton,  1565,  This 
work,  without  any  difcourfe,  or  more  particular  ex- 
planation, than  what  is  prefented  in  the  title,  and  an 
epiitje  dedicatory  which  follows  it,  contains  an  hundred 
and  twenty  fingular,  and  original  figures,  engra-  en  on 
wood.  It  feems  evident  that  thefe  \vere  the  cuts,  vvhich 
ferved  as  models,  to  the  celebrated  Callot,  when  he  ex- 
ecuted thole  grotefque  figures,  with  which  the  collectors 
of  prints  are  fo  well  acquainted,  and  of  \v.;ich  Callot 
pafles  for  the  inventor.  Mr.  de  Bure,  to  v>v.om  I  am 
indebted  for  this  information,  xrery  juftly  remarks,  that 
we  mould  fometfmes  ftrip  the  moderns  of  their  pretend- 
ed difcoveries,  were  we  to  rummage  oftner  amongil 
thofe  works,  which  have  appeared  before  theirs.  K.. 
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more  exempted  from  libertinifm,    than  the 
profeflion  of  fmugglers,  or  failors. 

A  learned  academician(r)  hath  been  pleafed 
to  decorate  with  Attic  graces,  the  picture  of 
our  ancient  knights,  as  if  defirous  of  infufing 
into    their  character    the  gemlenefs   of   his 
manners,  and  the  delicacy  of  his  ftile.     But 
his  candour,  truly  worthy  of  his  lubjedt,  hath 
not  permitted  him  to  leave  us  too  long  under 
the  delufions  of  enthufiafm,    and,    like  an 
orator  moved  with  the  tears  of  his  audience, 
he  informs  us  in  his  fifth  memoir,  that,  pro- 
bably, not  one  fyllable  of  what  he  hath  ad- 
vanced,    concerning    the    vertue    of    theie 
knights,  is  true.     I  lhall  take  him  at  his  laft 
word,  and  think  with  him,  that  Chivalry  was 
only  a  pedantic,  and  ceremonious  fociety  of  ig- 
norant, and  quarrelfome  men.    That,  by  the  ma- 
jority of  them,  religion  was  no  better  ferved  than 
the  ft  ate.     That  having  made  a  vow  to  ex  alt  y 
and  defend  each  other,  they  had  been  invejied  by 
the  church  with  the  titles  of  Patrons,  Fifcounts^ 
&c.    notwithjlanding  all  which,    they  had  in- 
ccfjantly  abufed  their  -powers,   to  the  prejudice 
even  of  thofe  who  bad  been  placed  under  their 

fafeguard. 

(r)  See  five  memoirs  on  chivalry,  by  Mr.  de  la  Curst 
di  Ste.  Palaye.  Mem.  de  Fatad.  ties  injcrif*  a/.  20.. 


PVBLIC    HAPPINESS.       109 

fafeguard.     That  proteclors  only  in  the  name, 
but  real  cppreffors,  they  had  feized  on  thofe  pof- 
feflions,  which  they  were  to  have  defended,  the 
which  identical  feizures  had  introduced  the  im- 
fropri.it ions  of  tithes.     That  ftriftly  tied  down 
to  the  daily  performance  of  particular  duties, 
they  imagined  that  they  had  pur  chafed  by  certain 
Brattices,  the  right  of  violating  all  the  laws  of 
thrift ianity .     'That  if  their  religion  was  no  more 
than  a  confuted  heap  cf  fuperftition,  we  are  not 
obliged  to  adopt  a  different  idea,  relative  to  their 
gallantry ,  and  the  innocence  of  their  commerce 
with  the  ladies,     That  as  their  devotion  was  but 
one  remove  from  irreligion,  fa  their  enthufiafm  in 
love,  was  but  one  remove  from  the  moft  horrible 
debauchery.     That  the  morals  never  had  been 
more  corrupted,  or  the  prevalence  of  libertinifm 
more  univerfal.      That  for  the  convenience  of 
thefe  vices,  particular  Jlreets,    and  quarters  of 
Paris  were  the  fixed  places  of  refort,  and  that 
even  Saint  Lewis  complained,  that  an  infamous 
receptacle  was  fituated  behind  his  tent.     That 
we  muft  diftruft  the  applaufe,  beftowed  on  the 
paft  ages,  and  that  two  or  three  centuries  before 
Mar  of,  writers  had,  like  him,  alluded  with  re- 
gret, to  that  influence  of  love,  fo  peculiar  to  the 
good  old  time.     That  the  confummate  ignorance 
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of  the  knights,  and  the  confidence  which 
•a ere  obliged  to -place  in  \he  officers  of  juftice,  be- 
came the  four ce  of  every  fpecies  of  vexatious  pro- 
fecuticns :  in/hart^  that  thefe  new  tyrants  of  the 
people  found)  in  their  turn^  more  dangerous  ty- 
rants amcngft  the  Clerks  and  Ecclejiaftics>  'who 
bad  been  appointed  magiftrates.  'Thefe  were  a 
fa  °f  ignorant^  immoral  men,  conversant  only 
in  calculations  of  finances ,  an'd  the  dijhonejl  cavils 
ff  the  law. 

What  can  be  added  to  the  teftimony  of 
this  learned  author,  whole  too  favourable  an- 
ticipation is  all  to  which  we  muft  objecl  ?  Jet 
us  conclude,  by  obierving  that,  in  order  to 
regret  the  good  old  time^  it  is  neceffary  to  be 
ignorant.  It  muft  however  be  confeffed  that» 
in  thefe  times,  ignorance  is  ftill  no  rarity. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.     III. 


influence  of  the  revival  of  learning  upon  tie 
condition  of  Mankind. 


O\V,  that  our  rapid,  but  extended  ol> 
fervations  have  conduced  us  to  an  epoch,  at 
no  confiderable  diftance  from  the  prefent 
times,  it  may  be  neceflary  to  re£er  to  our 
principal  object.  Examining  whether  man- 
kind had  hitherto  acquired  that  degree  of  hap- 
pinefs,  to  which,  in  a  ftate  of  fociety,  they 
might  have  formed  pretenfions,  we  did  not 
remain  fatisfied  with  having  (hewn  that  they 
were  very  far  removed  from  it,  but  concluded 
it  necefiary  to  enter  into  a  detail,  concerning 
the  obftacles  which  retarded  their  progrefs. 

We 
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We  have  fearched  into  hiftory,  and  amidft 
the  number  of  years  which  its  records  hav« 
laid  open  to  our  view,  have  but  too  accurate- 
ly traced  the  proportion  of  caufes,  to  effects  j 
and  too  fully  are  we  convinced,  that  the  peo- 
ple were  not  only  ftrangers  to  real  happinefs, 
but  that  they  had  never  taken  the  road  which 
might  have  led  to  it.  Our  furprife  diminifli- 
cd,  but  our  concern  increafed,  when  we  felt 
the  conviction  that  the  moft  efteemed  go- 
vernments, and  the  moll  revered  legiflations 
have  never  been  directed  to  that  fole  end  of 
all  government,  the  acquifition  of  the  greateft 
welfare  of  the  greateft  number  of  individuals : 
but  in  amends  for  this  melancholy  picture  of 
the  paft,  enlivening  rays  of  hope  arife,  as  we 
look  forward  at  the  future,  whilft  our  opi- 
nion of  the  prefent  abounds  with  comfort. 
If  we  have  admired  our  anceftors  the  lefs,  we 
have  elleemed  our  contemporaries  the  more, 
and  the  more  alfo  do  we  expect  from  our  pof- 
terity.  Nothing,  therefore,  remains,  but  to 
remove  the  objections  which  might  prevent 
the  reader  from  concurring  with  thefe  fen- 
timents:  in  order  to  effect  this,  we  fhall  at- 
tempt to  prove,  firft,  that  a  principal  tending 
towards  perfection,  a  caufe  of  amendment, 

cxift 
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ex'ift  at  prefent  j  fecondly,  that  this  principle^ 
and  this  caufe  have  already  acted  in  a  very  fen* 
fible  manner. 

Howfoever  writers  may  have  been  feduced 
by  the  livelinefs  of  the  imagination,    or  the 
fubtlety  of  the   underftanding,    to  queftion 
whether  the   fciences  were  advantageous  to 
mankind,  fuch  frequently  affefted  doubts  can 
be  referred   only  to  the  comparifon  between 
humanity  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  and  humanity 
in  a  focial  ftate.     In  either  cafe,    it  muft  be 
acknowledged  as  an  eftablifhed  principle,  that 
man  cannot,  in  his  focial  capacity,  be  too  en- 
lightened.   Placed  within  a  phyfical,  political 
and  moral  fyftem,  a  fmall  part. of  one  great 
whole,    his  duties  arife  from  his  relations; 
and  that  being  will  be  faid  to  have  reached 
the  heigluh  of  moral  perfection,    who  mall 
have  fully  comprehended  in  what  manner  he 
ought  to  co-exift  with  the  reft.     It  is  clear, 
therefore,    beyond  a  doubt  that  there  is  a 
fcience,  a  doctrine  for  each  individual  -,    and 
equally  certain   is  it,  that  there  is  a  fcience 
for  ibcieties,  for  empires,    and  for  mankind 
in   general.     But  why,  at  the  fame  time,  is 
this  fo  necefTary  a  fcience  thus  difficult  to  be 
acquired  ?    we  fix  the  sera  of  the  revival  of 
VOL.  II.  I  literature 
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literature  near  the  fifteenth  century;  the 
eighteenth  century  now  approaches  its  con- 
clufion,  and  three  hundred  years  have  elapf- 
ed,  before  fo  important  a  ftudy  hath  pafled 
its  firft  rudiments.  Befides,  the  traces  of  li- 
terature were  perceptible  previous  to  its  re- 
vival. Why,  then,  during  this  fenfible, 
though  momentary  reign,  did  it  not  produce 
any  of  thofe  effects,  which  we  at  prefent  ex- 
pect from  it  ?  thefe  are  two  important  ob- 
jections. We  were  defirous  of  preventing 
them,  and  mail  now  reply  to  them. 

To  fucceed  the  better,  let  us,  for  a  mo- 
ment, have  recourfe  to  the  dialectic  of  So- 
crates, and  afk  our  fuppofed  adverfary,  if  he 
hath  never  known  perfons,  who  poflefled 
elegant  houfes,  and  yet  were  -without  furni- 
ture ;  great  lords,  who  occupied  magnificent 
palaces,  and  yet  wanted  necefiaries ;  princes, 
who  kept  fplendid  courts,  exhibited  public 
fpedtacles,  gave  fealts,  and  yet  had  neither 
troops,  nor  money  ;  if  he  cannot  deny  this, 
let  me  afk  him,  why  he  would  have  mankind, 
in  general,  conduct  themfelves  more  con- 
formably to  their  interefts,  than  mankind 
taken  individually  ?  he  is  pofitive  that  good 
laws  are  more  ferviceable  than  fine  looking- 

glafles, 
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glafles,  and  that  great  roads  are  more  ne- 
cefTary  than  velvet  clothes  :  neverthelefs  we 
have  brought  our  looking-glafles  to  per- 
fection, before  our  laws,  and  our  manufac- 
tures before  our  .roads.  It  is  becaufc  that 
when  reafon  awoke,  her  faculties  were  not 
progreflively  and  naturally  expanded ;  it  is 
becaufe  a  thotifand  different  circumftances 
maintained  an  influence  over  her  firft  efforts, 
and  changed  her  direction.  We  generally 
err,  by  confidering  things  too  abftractedly, 
and  by  fquaring  our  notions  with  certain  ex- 
preffions,  which  are  frequently  no  more  than 
figures,  or  abridged  formularies,  ferving  to 
collect  our  ideas.  In  fact,  the  words  revival 
of  literature^  infancy  of  reafon,  and  unfolding 
knowledge  preftnt  themfelves  more  eafily  to 
the  mind,  than  all  thofe  circumftances  which 
have  either  accelerated,  or  retarded  the  fleps 
pf  our  progrefs. 

It  is  well  known  that  at  the  deftruction,  or 
at  leaft  the  final  abafement  of  the  Grecian  em- 
pire, the  Mules  fled  for  fhejter  into  Italy. 
Thus  much  is  fufficient  to  fatisfy  our  cu- 
riofity.  We  perceive  the  fciences  tranfplant- 
ed  into  a  new  foil,  where  they  ftrike  a  deep 
root,  grow,  extend  their  fhades,  produce 
I  2  many 
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many  flowers,  and  at  laft  ibme  fruits :  we 
accuftom  ourlelves  no  longer  to  behold  fo 
imerefting  an  object,  but  in  the  fame  point 
of  view  -,  it  feems  enough  that  the  imagina- 
tion is  Satisfied,  without  exercifing  the  judg- 
ment. And  yet  the  Italians  have  mewn,  in 
fome  profound  ciffertations,  that  the  revival 
of  letters  was  not  folely  owing  to  the  Greeks. 
In  fad,  Dante,  and  Petrarch  had  preceded 
Lafcaris,  and  Hieronymus.  And  if  the  har- 
mony and  graces  of  Ariofto  are  owing  to  the; 
leiTons  of  the  laft,  it  muft  be  confefied  that 
they  are  fine  and  forward  fruits.  There 
muft,  therefore,  be  other  principles  to  which 
it  may  be  necefiary  to  refer,  and  it  feems  na- 
tural to  fearch  for  them,  amidft  the  political 
fituation  of  fome  of  the  ftates  of  Europe. 

Mr.  DE  VOLTAIRE  hath  very  juftly  ob- 
fcrved,  that,  during  no  inconfiderabie  fpace 
of  time,  Rome  was  truly  the  capital  cf  the 
Chrlftian  world,  and  the  Pope  a  kind  of  in- 
dependent, univerfal  monarch.  But  this  em- 
pire, fupported  only  by  opinion,  muft  have 
proved  incapable  of  uniting  magnificence  wiih 
authority,  and  profit  with  pleafure,  unlefs  it 
had  been  attached  to  fome  temporal  fovereign- 
ty,  unkfs  it  had  enjoyed  fome  certain  do- 
main, 
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main,  where  the  funds,  produced  by  verbal 
commerce,  and  a  fpiritual  exchange,  might 
have  been  realiled.  Previous  to  the  fifteenth 
century,  whether  the  Pontiffs  refided  at 
Rome,  or  whether  they  fought  an  afylum  in 
Avignon,  as  they  were  either  con-Handy  befet 
with  a  rebellious  populace,  and  ambitious 
emperors,  or  entirely  eclipfed  by  the  fo- 
vereign,  to  whom  they  aimed:  became  as  fubr 
jects,  they  found  it  impofTible  to  attend  to 
any  thing,  except  their  power,  and  their  of- 
tentation.  It  was,  therefore,  neceflary  that 
the  Popes,  in  order  to  encourage  the  fciences, 
mould  have  conftantly  refided  in  a  ftate  of 
uninterrupted  tranquility  at  Rome.  Perhaps 
fomething  more  was  neceflary,  perhaps  a  Leo 
the  tenth  was  wanting  to  fill  the  pontifical 
throne. 

Undoubtedly,  fince  literature  was  deftined 
to  flourifh  again  in  Europe,  it  ought  to  have 
rilen  within  a  mild  climate,  and  under  a  fe- 
rene  fky  j  in  a  country  where  nature  haftened 
all  her  productions,  and  left  the  lead  for 
man  to  afk.  It  mould  have  revived,  par- 
ticularly, amongft  a  people  whom  commerce 
had  rendered  rich,  induftrious,  and  curious  ; 
and  who,  recollecting  the  glory  of  their  an- 
1  £  ceftorSj. 
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ceftors,  felt  always  within  their  own  breafts, 
the  feeds  of  emulation,  and  a  fecret  mur- 
muring againft  the  barbar.fin  of  the  times. 
Who,  in  this  picture,  doth  not  perceive 
Italy,  and  efpecially  Florence  ?  thou,  Happy 
Florence  !  dear  to  every  people,  free,  yet  not 
ambitious,  rich,  yet  not  conquering  \  thou, 
New  Athens !  and  yet  far  more  amiable,  far 
more  fortunate  than  Athens,  fince  without 
falling  under  the  yoke  of  tyrants,  thou  haft 
rather  appeared  to  abdicate,  than  to  lofe  thy 
liberty,  and  haft,  in  fact,  only  exchanged  it, 
for  the  mildeft  of  all  governments. 

The  Medici,  that  illuftrious  houfe,  of 
which  onefex  hath  been  foefteemed,  and  the 
other  fex  fo  detefted  by  the  people,  the  Me- 
dici are  juftiy  confidered  as  the  reflorers  of 
arts  and  fciences.  Since  no  one  hath  refufed 
them  this  honour,  it  feems  natural  to  examine 
by  what  principles  they  were  actuated,  when 
they  fo  liberally  encouraged  them.  The  Me- 
dici were  all  rich,  and  magnificent  j  this  cir- 
cumftance  is  fufficient  to  explain  the  reafon, 
why  they  took  delight  in  raifing  edifices,  in 
exhibiting  public  mews,  and  in  collecting 
ftatues,  pictures,  and  books.  They  were, 
notwithftanding,  prompted  by  another  mo- 

live* 
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tive,  which  we  cannot  pafs  over  in  filence. 
Until  they  became  Sovereigns,  they  had  been 
Demagogues,  obliged  to  humour  the  prevail- 
ing fpirit  of  the  people,  and  to  make  a  ftand 
againft  the  oppofite  party.  Now,  from  their 
magnificence,  they  drew  the  chief  arms  which 
they  employed,  Machiavel  relates,  that  Peter 
and  Laurence  de  Medicis,  threatened  by  a 
terrible  confpiracy,  in  confequence  of  which 
.  one  of  them  afterwards  perifhed,  flattered 
themfelves  with  the  poftibility  of  averting  it, 
by  giving  the  people  a  feftival,  and  a  grand 
fhew.  It  appears  that  Leo  the  tenth  only 
followed  the  peculiar  tafte  of  his  family,  or 
his  own  inclinations,  when  he  indulged  in 
every  kind  of  pleafure.  Perhaps,  too,  he  was 
willing  that  the  fenfes  Ihould  concur  to  the 
eftablifhment  of  the  empire  of  opinion,  and 
actually  thought  that  by  embellifhing  Rome^ 
he  mould  render  it  more  refpectable.  Be  this 
as  it  will,  it  is  extremely  certain  that  found 
philofophy,  a  love  of  good,  and  truth,  had 
no  mare  in  thefe  firft  encouragements,  which 
feem  rather  to  have  been  diffufed,  from  mere 
liking,  amongft  the  arts  and  fciences,  than 
afnongft  ferious  and  uieful  refearches.  The 
fovercigns  who  erect  and  decorate  magmfi- 
I  4  cent 
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cent  palaces,  muft  find  a  Michael  Angela,  JL 
Raphael^  or  a  Carracbio :  rich,  and  powerful 
individuals,  dtfirous  of  fe-curing  to  themfdves 
the  favour  of  the  people,  by  difplaying  the 
attractions  of  plcafure,  are  fure  of  forming 
poets,  and  ardfts.  Thus  luxury,  which,  in 
Italy,  fprang  from  commerce,  and  fuper- 
flition,  conducted  to  Florence,  and  to  Rome, 
the  fine  arts  and  polite  literature.(j) 

But,  ineffectually  muft  Princes  have  en- 
deavoured to  infpire  the  people  with  a  tafle, 
and  paflions  like  their  own,  unlefs  they  had 
dilcovered  a  natural  inclination  in  their  minds, 
a  favourable  circumftance,  and  fuch,  that 
•whilft  the  one  acted,  the  other  became  at 
leaft  attentive.  It  is  in  this  refpect,  I  fhould 
fuppofe  that  the  fubverfion  of  the  empire  of 
the  Eaft  may  be  confidered  as  a  fecondary 
caufe  of  the  revival  of  letters.  Indeed,  it 
cannot  be  too  often  repeated,  that  the  Greeks 
•were  the  greateft  enemies  of  reafon.  Bacon 
hath  humorcufly  obferved,  that  all  their  phi- 
lofophy  wore  a  characterise  of  childhood, 

that 

(s)  The  age  of  Pericles  was  the  age,of  arts  to  Athens, 
becaufe  this  celebrated  general  expended  in  ornament- 
ing the  city,  all  the  money  which  had  bees  produced, 
by  his  concjuefts,  and  th«  contributions  of  allies. 
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that  it  was  ready  at  babbling,  but  unable  to  en- 
gfnder.(t)      Whillt  any    fchools   exifted   in 
Greece,  there  remained,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
the  exprtffion,   manufactories  of  words,    in 
which  a  mod  dangerous  contraband  trade  was 
carried  on,  wirhin  the  empire  of  reaibn.     It 
was  a  fortunate  ftroke  in  favour  of  the  human 
underftanding,  when  the  fabre  of  the  Turks 
cut  afunder  the  gordion  knot  of  this  miferable 
logic.     B^fides,   the  fubtlety  of  the  Grecian 
fchools  was  become  a  double  obftacle  to  the 
revival  of  letters,  becaufe,  by  exercifing  itfelf 
on  theological  fubjects,  it  kept  the  holy  fee 
continually  in  play,  and  prolonged  the  enqllefs 
tlifputes  between   the   two   churches.       The 
popes  had  good   reafon   to    prefer  the  con- 
troverfy  of  the  Koran,  to  the  controverfy  of 
Photius :    thus  tranquility,  the  repofe  of  the 
mind,  induced  the  people  to  receive  the  fine 
arts  with  that  attention,  of  which  they  flood 
in  need,   during  the  firft  moments  of  their 
revival. 

The 

(t)  Et  da  utilitate  aperte  dicendum  eft  f.  pientiam 
iftam,  quam  a  Grsecis  potiiumum  haufimus,  puericiam 
quamdam  fcientix  videri,  atque  habere  quod  proprium 
eft  puerorum,  ut  ad  garriendum  prompta,  ad  generan- 
dura  invalida,  et  immatura  fit.  Inftauratio  magna. 
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The  poflibility  of  amufing  mankind  was  a 
great  point  gained,  and  yet  many  fteps  were 
to  be  taken,  before  they  could  be  rendered 
fufceptible  of  inftruction.  It  was  owing  to 
oftentation,  and  vain  curiofity,  that  books, 
and  manufcripts  were  collected.  Bur,  whilft 
the  Great  purchafed,  their  librarians  read. 
Cabinets  have  been  frequently  opened  to  dif- 
play  the  magnificence  of  their  contents,  yet 
perfons  have  entered  them  who  fought  only 
for  fcience.  It  was,  neverthelefs,  natural  that 
the  ftudy  of  books  mould  have  preceded  the 
ftudy  of  things.  Manufcripts  were  incom- 
plete, and  copies  incorrect.  To  read  uie- 
fully,  it  was  firft  neceflary  to  read  right.  The 
fcholar  was  anxious  to  fupply  omiffions,  and 
rectify  errors ;  he  compared  manufcripts,  and 
collated  copies.  To  effect  this,  it  was  not 
only  requifite  perfectly  to  underftand  -the  ddad 
languages,  but  to  pofiefs  a  profound  know- 
ledge of  hiftory.  From  thefe  rtudies  arofe 
the  commentators,  the  fcholiafts,  precurforSj 
or  the  advanced  guard  of  fcience.  From 

G? 

hence,     refulted    two    great    conveniences. 
Knowledge  became  more  eafv,    and  the  fa- 

O  * 

culties  of  the  mind  more  acute,  and  power- 
ful.    And  here,  I  muft  take  the  liberty   to 

obiervea 
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obferve,  that  ignorant  vanity,  and  pre- 
lumptuons  idlenefs  alone  could  poffibly  effVcl 
a  fa  lie  contempt  for  thole  relpedable  men,  to 
whom  we  owe  Inch  fine  editions,  fuch  illui- 
tradons  of  ancient  authors.^,)  Alas!  what 
fhould  we  have  been  without  them  ?  in  this 
age  of  pleafure,  and  of  diffipation,  where  is 
the  man  of  learning,  who  could  have  the 
refolution,  barely  to  undertake  what  they 

have  executed  ? 

The 


(u)  The  Scaligers,  the  family  of  Stephens,  Sal- 
malius,  Rhodoman,  Gronovius,  Ifaac,  and  Meric  Ca- 
faubon,  are  turned  into  ridicule  only  by  the  pretended 
jnen  of  learning,  who  reading  no  claffics,  excepting 
thofe  which  their  regc-nts  had  formerly  explained  to 
them,  boaft  that  they  underftand  Latin,  becaufe  they 
comprehend  fome  pafTages  in  fome  particular  authors. 
As  for  me,  who  lay  no  claim  to  this  great  facility,  I 
like  to  ftudy  the  ancients  folely  in  thefe  valuable  Va- 
riorum editions,  which  are  ftill  to  be  met  with,  in  the 
libraries  of  the  curious  literati.  I  find  it  impoifible  to 
perufe  them,  without  admiring  the  aftonifliing  fagacity, 
with  which  thefe  learned  fcholiaits  have  reilored,  and  ex- 
plained the  text,  by  a  reference  to  manners,  and  cuf- 
tccns,  and  the  manners  and  cuftoms,  by  connecting 
them  with  an  iniinite  number  of  quoted  paflagcs,  to 
which  the  generality  of  readers  would  have  paid  no  at- 
tention. This  is  a  tribute  of  gratitude,  which  a  lover 
of  letters,  who  certainly  doth  not  pretend  to  erudition, 
with  pleafure,  offers  to  their  memory. 
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The  magnificence  of  princes,  and  the  la- 
bours of  the  firft  literati,  arrived  then  by  flow 
degrees,  at  the  power  of  facilitating  the  entry 
of  Icience,  by  removing  all  the  rubbifh,  and 
all  the  ruins  which  impeded  its  progrefs-j  but 
this  knowledge,  the  attainment  of  which  was 
rendered  polfible,  was  never  any  thing  more 
than  the  knowledge  of  the  ancienis.  Now, 
•we  have  already  proved  that  it  had  not  hitherto 
made  the  leaft  advances  towards  that  univer- 
ial  end  of  all  philofophy,  the  acquifition  of  the 
greatejl  welfare  of  the  greatejl  number  of  indi- 
viduals. We  muft  have  oblervcd  how  all  the 
legislations  proceeded  on  falle  principles,  fe 
that  even  down  to  our  times,  realbn  may  be 
faid  only  to  have  agitated  herieif  within  the 
cradle.  When  thefe  ftudies  had  been  revived, 
ftill  mankind  remained,  for  a  while,  at  a 
greater  diftance  from  the  propofed  end,  than 
they  had  ever  been.  Such,  in  fail,  is  the 
propenfity  of  the  human  mind,  that,  like  a 
leech,  it  receives  its  nourifhment,  by  ad- 
hering only  to  a  particular  part.  When  ap- 
plying to  the  reading,  the  ftudy,  and  the  ex- 
planation of  books,  books  foon  become  all 
-its  doctrine,  it  is  wedded  to  them,  it  reveres 
them,  and  being  excliifively  taken  up  with 
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them,  it  ends  by  fubftituting  the  inftrument 
in  the  place  of  the  work.  He  who  admires 
authors  too  much,  finds  it  difficult  to  furpals 
them,^)  and  all  worfhip  degenerates  into  fu- 
perflition.  Thus  erudition,  though  engaged 
in  fmoothing  the  path  for  genius,  retarded  its 
birch.  Nor  did  it  fee  the  1'ght,  but  under 
the  empire  of  credulity.  A  vaft  curtain  was 
drawn  over  nature.  Mankind  accuftomed 
to  fix  their  attention  on  heaven,  were  ignorant 
of  the  earth,  which  they  trod  under  foot; 
the  earth,  that  extenfive  depofitory  of  the  ar- 
chives of  the  world,  that  fandluary  of  na- 
ture, from  whence  the  mind  and  body  receive 
an  equal  nourimment. 

If,  amidft  the  fplencid  days  of  Greece, 
and  beneath  the  reign  of  liberty,  philofophi- 
cal  difputes  were  fnfficient  to  put  all  minds 
in  motion,  to  engage  the  whole  attention, 
and  to  occafion  a  neglect  of  every  other  ftudy, 
what  diforders  muft  they  not  have  produced, 
when  united  with  the  imcrefts  of  heaven, 
when  the  falvation  of  fouls  was  linked  with 
fophifns,  and  when  the  mod  intolerant  fe- 
ver ity, 


(x)  Vix  enim  datur  authores  fimul,  et  admirari,  et 
Tuperare.     Eacon.  inftauratio  magna. 
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verity,  perpetually  changing  fides,  clofed 
the  train  of  all  opinions  with  public  executi- 
ons ?  it  was  then,  that  a  general  combuftion 
raged  equally  within  the  moral  order,  and  the 
political  order  j  it  was  then,  that  civil  wars 
roufed  up  a  frefh  impediment  to  the  progrefs 
of  realbn.  Unfortunately,  the  greateft  pa- 
tron of  letters  became  the  indirect  caufe  of 
thole  evils  which  furrounded  them.  Leo  the 
tenth  encouraged  letters  by  his  magnificence  j 
but  this  magnificence  had  drained  his  trea- 
fures,  and  he  perceived  that  fome  treafures 
•were  exceedingly  necefiary,  to  fupport  that 
fpiritual  empire,  which  he  had  inverted  with 
fo  much  luftre,  he  contrived  a  commerce  of 
indulgences,  and  as  the  excefs  of  impofitions 
is  the  lait  ftage  of  defpotifm,  every  foul  re- 
volted, and  grew  fenfible  that  falvation  had 
been  rated  at  too  dear  a  price.  Hence  arofe 
that  long  feries  of  wars,  concluding  only  with 
the  peace  of  Wefiphalia,  wars,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  the  empire  of  reafon  loft 
all  who  had  cnlifted  under  their  (landards, 
and  who,  by  the  violence  of  their  contentions, 
inflamed  even  thofe  cooler  men,  who  would 
willingly  have  Rood  neuters. 

But 
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But  the  impulfion  having  been  once  thrown 
into  action,  the  progreffi  ve  motion,  however 
eafily  it  might  have  changed  its  direction, 
could  not  have  flopped  entirely.  Whilft  the 
human  mind  grew  civilized  amongil  a  more 
general  number  of  individuals,  it  was  only 
amongft  a  fmaller  number,  that  it  became 
enlightened.  Poetry  began  to  improve  in 
France,  and  England,  whilft  the  ftudy  of 
phyfics,  by  fome  important,  but  detached 
difcoveries,  already  pointed  out  the  path 
which  it  was  deftined  one  day  to  purfue.  A 
fublime  Genius,  the  illuftrious  Bacon,  had  en- 
tirely traced  it :  but  it  was  not  until  the  fuc- 
ceeding  century,  that  this  writer  found  any 
difciples.  Momagne,^)  by  producing  that 
excellent  work,  which  ftill  remains  the  moft 
philofophical  of  any  which  we  have,  wrought 
no  effect  on  his  contemporaries;  Ib  that  it 
may  be  obferved  of  thefe  two  aflonilhing  au- 
thors, 

(y)  If,  when  Montagne  firft  published  his  eflays, 
the  French  had  been  but  half  as  unprejudiced,  as  the 
elegant  author  of  this  work,  the  obfervation  that  none 
but  foreigners  did  juftice  to  his  merits,  muft  have 
proved  groundlefs.  Whenfoever  the  writings  of  Mon- 
tagne are  thrown  into  an  honeft  balance,  learning,  phi- 
lofophy,  wit,  and  humour  will  conliderably  outweigh 
liis  errors,  his  egotifms,  and  even  his  indecency.  K. 
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thors,  that  their  light  jhimd  in  darknefs^  And 
the  darknefs  comprehended  it  not.  Thus  a  fyi- 
tematical  fpirit  prevailed  always  in  phyfics, 
and  a  dogmatical  fpirit  in  morality. 

But  whilft  a  How  fermentation  was  felt  with- 
in the  republic  of  letters,  a  dreadful  fermen^ 
ration  overthrew  political  focieties.  The  Spa- 
niih  ambition  having  (battered  its  force,  in 
the  ftruggle  againft  the  courage  of  Henry,, 
and  the  obftinate  perfeverance  of  the  Hol- 
landers, hatred  and  vengeance,  for  a  long 
time,  wore  the  mafk  of  fear,  and  the  cardinal 
de  Richelieu  contrived  to  eftablifh  the  fu- 
periority  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  by  per- 
fuading  Europe  that  he  ft  ill  defended  it  againft 
the  houfe  of  Auftria.  The  wars  of  Lewis 
the  thirteenth  refembled  the  agitation  of  the 
waves,  after  a  temped.  They  were,  indeed, 
troublefome,  and  tormenting  motions,  but 
the  firft  caufe  was  weakened.  Scarcely  had 
the  treaty  of  Munfter,  and  the  Pyrenean 
treaty  prescribed  perpetual  bounds  to  the 
heirs  of  Charles  the  fifth,  when  Europe  per- 
ceived with  aftonilhment,  that  Ihe  had  only 
exchanged  a  mafter.  Lewis  the  fourteenth, 
born  at  a  time  when  diftentions  were  on  the 
point  of  ceafmg,  drew  the  happieft  advan- 
tages 
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tsges  from  that  fatiety,  which  fuch  troubles 
had  occafioned.     Henry   the  fourth  was  in- 
volved in   civil  wars ;    Lewis  the  thirteenth 
was  engaged   in  quelling  revolts :    there  re- 
mained   only   fome    flight  difturbances   for 
1  ,ewis  the  fourteenth  to  iupprefs.     His  youth, 
his  figure,  a  certain  greatnefs  of  foul  as  vi- 
fible  in  the  refinements  of  his  tafte,  as  in  his 
features,    foon   diffufed   a   frefti  enthufiafm 
through  minds  already  furfeited  with  theo- 
logy,   and  harraffed   by  the  bigotry  of  the 
preceding  reigns.     A   lady,  with  whom  the 
young  monarch  had  opened  a  ball,  faid,  as 
fhe  returned  to  her  feat,  "  //  muft  be  confejjed 
that  this  prince  was  born  to  be  the  mafter  of  the 
'world"    Such  a  remark,  proceeding  from  the 
ingenuous  dictates  of  felf-love,  included  an  ex- 
renfive  meaning,  and  all  the  nation  never  made 
a  better  diftinction.  Tn  fact,  princes  are  to  the 
majority  of  the  people,  not  only  chiefs  who 
govern  them,  but  comedians  who  amufe  them. 
If  the  actor  performs  his  part  well,  if  he  hath 
a  noble  and  majeftic  air,  the  lowed  fubjects 
pay  with  pleafure  for  their  places,  and  crowd 
into  the  pir,  without  an  apprehenfion  of  being 
trodden  under  foot.     All  thofe  officers,  who 
had  fignalized  themfelves,  in  the  war  of  thirty 
VOL.  II.  K  years i 
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years)  were  ftill  full  of   vigour   and  glory. 
The  youth,   who  faw  and  liftened  to  them, 
glowed  with  a  deftre  of  emulating  their  mi- 
litary vertues.     Thus,  it  was  but  one  ftep 
from  the  minuets  at  the  Louvre,  to  the  fron-. 
tiers  of  the  Low-countries.     The  conqueft  of 
Flanders,  and  of  Franche-Comte,  announced 
to  Europe  the  object  of   a  long  calamity. 
Stopped  in  his  career,  by  a  nation,  to  whom, 
but  half  a  century  before,  the  very  name  had 
been  refufed,  the  monarch,    wounded  to  the 
heart,  felt  his  fpirit  of  rivalry  embittered  with 
vexation.      Hence  arofe  the   war  of    1672, 
which  as  it  rendered  him  odious  to  Europe, 
fo  alfo  it  made  way  for  the  defeats  at  Hochjlet^ 
and  Ramilies.    But  all  thefe  great  events,  with 
which  no  reader  is  unacquainted,  are  only  ap- 
plicable to  our  fubjedt,  as  difcovering  to  us 
the  prevailing  fpirit  of  the  age  of  Lewis  the 
fourteenth,  and  furniming  us  with  fome  idea 
of  this  celebrated  prince,  whofe  court,  and 
ftates,  became  the  firft  afylum,  in  which  let- 
ters flourifhed,  and  were  at  peace. 

Leo  the  tenth  was  only  magnificent,  and 

voluptuous ;  Lewis   was  alfo  fond  of  luxury 

-  and  pleafure,  but  with  thefe  pafllons,  he  had 

united  a  third  for  war.     Like  Leo  he  erected 

palaces, 
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palaces,  but  he  raifed  fortrefles ;  he  exhibited 
public  (hews,  but  he  gave  battles.  Thus, 
all  minds  were  taken  up  with  their  peculiar 
employments-,  and  whilft  talents  and  arts 
were  fcarcely  fufficient  to  adminifter  to  the 
embellifhment  of  a  fplendid  court,  all  the 
activity  of  the  nobility,  and  all  the  attention, 
all  the  vanity  of  the  people  were  turned  to 
war.  But  the  means  by  which  the  fpirit  of 
philofophy  madefogreata  progrefs  in  France  j 
it  muft  be  conftantly  remembered,  that  by 
the  fpirit  of  philofophy,  I  mean  that,  which 
applying  itfelf  to  politics,  and  morality,  is 
particularly  occupied  in  promoting  the  wel- 
fare *f  mankind. 

It  is  curious  to  obferve,  as  we  have  already 
done  in  our  difquifition,  concerning  the  feo- 
dal  government,  what  were  the  fieps  taken 
by  the  human  mind,  in  her  return  towards 
reafon.  As  the  path  which  Ihe  purfued,  on 
this  occafion,  was  extremely  devious,  I  would 
beg  leave  to  flop  a  moment  here,  and  even 
to  retrograde  a  little,  and  take  facts  from  an 
earlier  period. 

If  it  be  true,  that  in  the  moral  fciences, 

one  may  always  obferve  a  flow,    but  continual 

progrefs,  fo  that  found  polities,  and  well  con- 

K  2.  certed 
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certed  legiflations  become  the  laft  refult  of 
our  reflections,  it  is  alfo  no  lefs  evident,  that 
amongft  thofe  faiences,  which  approach  the 
neareft  to  phyfics,  a  particular  difcovery,  a 
fortuitous  circumftance  may  open  to  us,  in 
an  inftant,  the  mod  ample  career,  and  greatly 
accelerate  our  progrefs.     Such  was  the  in- 
vention of  the  compafs  which,  on  a  fudden, 
extended   commerce,    and   navigation,    and 
poured  in  upon  us  the  riches  of  a  world, 
which  had  been  abfolutely  unknown  to  us. 
Spain  reaped  the  firfl  advantages  from  thefe 
treafures,  which  me  diflipated  in  the  wars  of 
Flanders,    and  in  thofe  wars,   which  me  in- 
ceffantly  fomented  in  France.     Columbus, 
and  Cortes,  Vefpuzius,  and  Pizarro  only  dif- 
covered,  and  conquered  lands  to  give  bifhops 
to  the  Flemings,  and  to  prepare  us  to  receive 
the  council  of  Trent.     All  the  gold  of  the 
new  world  was  lavifhed  away  in  thefe  efforts, 
which,  notwithftanding,   proved  ineffectual; 
Philip  the  fecond,  in   this  inflance  only,  re- 
fembling  Philip  of  Macedon,  formed  greater 
expectations  from  thefe  new  riches,  than  from 
his  veteran  troops,  which  equalled  the  Ma- 
cedonian phalanx.     From  hence,  arofe  in  Eu- 
rope this  new  axiom :    tew,  and  txpence  are 

the 
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the  fame  thing.     From  hence,  alfo,  arofe  the 
modern  cuftbm  of  paying  fubfidies  to  fo- 
reigners, and  of  making  gold  and  filver  the 
capital  articles  in  every  political  tranfaction. 
Thefe  metals,  at  that  time,  became  the  real 
kings  of  Europe.     It  was  not  to  procure  the 
conveniences   of  life,  to  eftablifh  a  corref- 
pondence  with  different  nations,  to  employ 
mankind  ufefully,  and  to  multiply  their  en- 
joyments, that  fuch  dangerous  voyages  were 
made  to  America,  and  the  Indies ;  ,  it  was 
folely  to  acquire  gold :  but  avarice  and  ceco- 
nomy  aft  always  in  oppofition  to  each  other, 
nor  do  we  ever  perceive  a  thirft  after  riches, 
united  with  that  wifdom  which  watches  over 
their  prefervation.     The  Spanifh  monarchy 
becoming  weak  in  proportion  as  k  became 
rich,  invaded  Portugal  to  lofe  her  colonies, 
with  its  own.     The  Hollanders,  fober,  pa- 
tient, and  induftrious,  got  pofTefllon  of  that 
gold,  with  which  it  was  intended  to  purchafe 
chains  for  them  j    but  they  diffipated  it,   in 
their  turn,    firft,  in  a  lawful  defence,    and 
next  by  an  obftinate  adherence  to  a  principle, 
which  confounded  the  balance  of  Europe, 
with  the  ruin  of  Lewis  the  fourteenth.. 

K  3  This 
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This  celebrated  balance  of  power,  which 
was  never  ridiculed,  until  after  it  had  been 
difcovered,  was  at  that  period,  much  more 
important  than  it  is  imagined  to  be  atprefent. 
What  power,  fay  they,  can  prevail  over  all 
the  powers  united  ?  undoubtedly,  any  power; 
but  powers  muft  have  time ;  they  muft  feel 
an  inclination  to  unite ;  they  muft  be  well 
armed,  they  muft  be  rich.  I  mould  like  to 
know  where  any  refiftances  could  have  been 
found,  had  Alexander  of  Parma  beaten  Hen- 
ry the  fourth,  and  had  an  Infanta  of  Spain, 
married  to  a  prince  of  Lorrain,  governed 
France  under  the  laws  of  Philip  the  fecond  ? 
Is  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  union  of  Dor- 
drecht could  have  maintained  itfelf  for  any 
length  of  time  ?  that  Sweden  would  have 
turned  her  arms  againft  Germany,  and  that 
the  princes  of  the  empire  would  have  fti- 
pulated  for  their  independance  ?  Would  Sa- 
voy have  acquired  the  power  of  forming  a 
ftate  ?  and  would  not  the  mafter  of  the  Mi- 
lanefe,  when  mafter  of  all  Lombardy,  have 
eftablimed  a  fure  communication  with  Ger- 
many, Italy,  France,  and  Spain  ?  that  is  for 
the  intereft  of  princes  j  this  is  for  the  intereft 
of  the  people.  Would  not  the  Spanilh  def- 

potifm 
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potifm  have  introduced  that  intoler&it  fpirit 
which  is  infeparable  from  it  ?  would  not  the 
people  have  been  galled  by  a  foreign  yoke  ? 
and  would  not  nations  have  bent,  like  the 
Americans,  under  the  ignorant,  and  fan- 
guinary  pride  of  a  Callilian  viceroy?  let  us 
now  place  Lewis  the  fourteenth  in  the  year 
1667:  fuppofe  him  purfuing  his  conquefts 
in  Flanders •,  and  perhaps  to  infure  his  fuc- 
cefs  there,  it  was  only  neceflary  to  render  the 
inflexible,  and  honed  minds  of  Temple,  and 
Van  Beuning  weak,  and  venal.  Lewis  then 
would  have  taken  pofleflion  of  Flanders,  and 
Brabant,  and  had  he  {lopped  here  for  fome 
moments,  he  muft  have  recollected  that  thefe 
Hollanders  were  extremely  convenient  to 
him  •,  that  after  all,  they  were  but  rebels, 
whom  his  anceftors  would  willingly  have  pro- 
tected, that  they  even  afked  a  fovereign  from 
Francejfzj  and  that  it  was  neceflary  to  bring 
them  once  into  fubjedion,  for  their  own 
good.  Lewis  had  his  armies  all  in  readinefs; 
nothing  remained  for  him  but  to  pafs  the 
Meufe.  To  what  power,  could  thefe  unfor- 
tunate people  have  had  recourfe,  under  fuch 
K  4  cir- 

(z)  The  duke  d'Alen^on  under  Charles  the  ninth. 
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circumftances  ?  would  the  Engliflh  have  fitted 
out  a  fleet  ?  would  they  have  collected  troops 
for  an  embarkation  ?,  but  their  fhips  were  not: 
ready,    their  regiments  were  not   compleat- 
ed.(a)     And  had  all  chefe  obftacles  been  re- 
moved, peace,  or  war  dill  depended  on  the 
inclinations  of  the  king ;    and  this  king  was 
governed  by  a  woman,  by  a  French  woman* 
purpofely  lent  into  England,  and  penfioned 
by  Lewis  the  fourteenth./^    Denmark,  Swe- 
den, and  the  empire  could  not  have  afTem- 
bled  fufficient  forces  in  time.     Holland  muft 
have  been   conquered,    and   foon   a   Jefuit, 
whom  principles  of  ambition  had  rendered 
cruel,  would  have  founded  an  alarm   in  the 
ears  of  the  victorious  monarch,  whenfoever, 
amidft  his    exploits,    he  was   facrificing    to. 
pleafure  \  he  would  have  perfuaded  the  fe- 
cretary  at  war  that  it  was  his  intereft  to  em- 
ploy the  troops,  and  peace  could  be  fer^ice- 
able  only   to   a   comptroller- general.      Per- 
•  fecution  would  have  raged  through  the  United 
provinces,  and  thofe  vertuous  citizens,   who 
fo  chearfully  accofted  each  other,    as  they 

came 

(a)  The  regular  troops  of  the  Englifh   did  not,  at 
that  time,  amount  to  fix  thoufand. 
(1)  The  dutchefs  of  Portfmouth. 
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came  out  of  their  temples,    and  churches, 
would  no  longer  have   converfed  together, 
without  feeling  the  uneafinefs  of  mutual  fear 
and  hatred.     The  company  trading  to  the 
Eaft    Indies,    that   great   territorial   empire, 
which  fupports  the  little  commercial  date  of 
Holland,    would  have  pafled  for  a  fociety 
without  order,  and  without  polity.   Two  com- 
miflaries  from  the  king  would  have  been  ap- 
pointed, to  promote  as  much  as  poffible,  the 
interefts  of  the  proprietors,    that  is,    to  de- 
prive them  of  the  liberty  of  ever  examining, 
what  their  real  interefts  were.      Commerce 
would  have  been  rendered  fubjeft  to  all  thole 
admirable  regulations,  which  muft  foon  ef- 
fectually have  deftroyed  it;    and  the  three 
millions  of  men,  which  might  have  exifted 
in  the  united  countries,  would  have  been  re- 
duced  to    four,    or  five   hundred   thouland 
wretches,  not  to  be  kept  in  fubjection,  but 
by  placing  over  them  an   army,  the  pay  of 
which  muft  have  been  wrung  from  the  fineft 
provinces  in  France.     Let  the  reader  judge 
if,  after  this,  Germany  could  have  continued 
independant,  and  if  England  could  have  de- 
fended her  liberties  againft  the  Stuarts.     AH 
{his,  however,  muft  have  happened,  if,  when 

Lewis 
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Lewis  the  fourteenth  made  hhnfelf  matter  in 
1667,  of  Flanders,  and  Brabant,  he  had  not 
been  obliged,    in  three  years  afterwards,  to 
take  a  wider  circuit,  in  order  to  attack  Hol- 
land, on  the  fide  of  the  Rhine.     I  fpeak   it 
'without  flattery,  although  I  do  not  fear  left 
any  powers  ihould  contradid  me,    when   I 
make  the  afiertion ;    the  mod  fortunate  cir- 
cumftance  which  can   happen   in  general  to 
every  people,  is  to  preferve  their  princes,  and 
their  forms  of  government.     The   progrefs 
of  reafon  mould  tend  rather  towards  improve- 
ment,   than  a  change  j    and  of  all  political 
fcourges,  conquerors  are  the  mod  dangerous* 
There  is  then  a  rational,  and  neceffary  ba- 
lance of  power ;  it  confifts  in  fo  difpofmg  the 
forces  of  Europe,  that  the  weakeft  dates  may 
be  iecured  againft  any  daring  attack,  any  fud- 
den,  and  rapidly  conducted  invafion.     Now, 
fo  accomplim  this,  two  means  mud  concur : 
firft,  defenfive  alliances,  which  will  not  fuffer 
the  drongeft  powers  to  attack   the  weakeft 
powers,  without  being  expofed  to  a  long  and 
doubtful  war.     Secondly,    frontiers    fo  for- 
tunately   fituated,    that  the    weaker  power, 
When  attacked,    may  find  time  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  its  allies.     This  concurrence  exifts 

in 
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in  Europe  amongft  all  the  powers  of  the  fe- 
cond  order :  amongft  the  Hollanders,  by  their 
alliance  with  England,  and  by  the  Barritre- 
treaty,  which  interpofes  a  certain  number  of 
Auftrian  places  between  France,  and  the 
United  Provinces ;  whatfoever  may  be  found 
beyond  this  general  nyfus,  this  reciprocal  re- 
fiftance  will  become  an  obftacle  to  the  tran- 
quility  of  Europe,  will  prove  a  fource  of  am- 
bition within  every  council,  and  fcatter  th.6 
feeds  of  diftruft  through  the  refpective  courts. 
It  is  from  this  confideration,  that  fuch  nu- 
merous armies  are  kept  on  foot,  and  devour 
the  fubfiftance  of  the  people ;  from  hence, 
alfo,  proceeds  that  unfortunate  activity  in  th6 
cabinet,  which  is  dignified  with  the  name  of 
policy,  but  which  draws  the  fovereign,  and 
his  minifters  afide  from  that  true  policy,  the 
whole  end  of  which  is  the  repofe  and  wel- 
fare of  mankind.  , 

Let  us  not  dwell  upon  a  fubjecl,  to  which 
we  muft  (till  too  frequently  return,  but  reft 
fatisfied  with  obferving,  that  this  balance 
of  power,  whether  well,  or  ill  founded,  fo- 
lid,  or  ideal,  was  a  new  fource  of  expence, 
which  diflipated  the  money,  of  which  the 
commercial  powers  had  ftripped  the  conquer- 


ing 
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ing  powers,  fo  that  they  all  felt  themfelves 
equally  drained  and  equally  in  want  of  peace. 
But  hope>  and  fear,  obftinacy,  and  jealoufy, 
paflions  as  common  amidit  governments,  as 
amongft  individuals,  no  longer  fuffered  them 
to  Men  to  the  voice  of  realon. 

The  intoxication  of  glory,  the  debau- 
cheries of  ambition,  have  this,  in  common 
with  the  vices  of  the  lowed  profligates,  that 
the  hour  of  payment  is  the  firlt  warning, 
which  recalls  good  fenfe,  and  brings  reflection 

O  *  O 

home.  The  French  having  payed  exceflive 
taxes,  were  convinced  that  the  glory  of  the 
king  their  mafter,  was  purchafed  at  rather  too 
dear  a  price,  and  the  Englifh,  having  efti- 
mated  the  enormous  load  of  their  national 
debt,  felt,  in  their  turn,  that  their  endeavours 
to  pull  down  the  Grand  Monarque,(V)  had 
alfo  pulled  down  their  fortune,  and  their 
treafures.  It  was  generally  allowed  that  peace 
was  preferable  to  war,  and  that  plentiful  har- 
vefts  were  more  valuable  than  fireworks,  and 
¥e  Denms.  She  came,  this  much  defired 
peace,  and  fo  lengthened  her  firft  abode  on 

earth, 

(c)  This  is  the  name  which  the  Englifh  ftill  give  to 
the  king  of  France,  in  their  political,  or  rather  fatiricaj 
works. 
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earth,  that  every  breaft  was  animated  with 
hope.  If  our  paffions,  and  natural  inquie- 
tudes forced  her  to  difappear,  ftill  her  returns 
were  frequent,  and  like  fome  familiar  bird, 
diflurbed,  but  not  feared  away,  fhe  never  took 
a  diftant  flight,  and  always  found  a  place  of 
reft. 

Peace,  highly  advantageous  to  the  progrefs 
of  reafon,  and  philofophy,  is  particularly  fo, 
when  appearing  amongft  a  people  already  ex- 
haufted,  and  fatiated  with  war.  It  is  then, 
that  all  frivolous  ideas  are  effaced,  and  that 
the  bodies  politic,  like  the  organifed  bodies, 
are  taught  by  a  fenfe  of  pain,  to  feek  their 
own  prefervation  •,  it  is  then,  that  the  mind, 
accuftomed  to  exercife  itfelf  on  agreeable  fub- 
jects,  dwells  with  double  energy  on  the  in- 
veftigation  of  uieful  fubjects-,  it  is  then,  that 
the  rights  of  humanity  are  challenged  with 
fuccefs,  and  that  princes,  at  once  the  cre- 
ditors, and  debtors  of  their  fubjects,  permit 
them  to  be  happy,  that  they  may  be  either 
more  patient,  or  more  able  to  pay. 

Thus,  a  love  of  riches,  till  then  the  caufe, 
became  at  length  the  remedy  for  thofe  ca- 
lamities, with  which  it  had  affiifted  human 
nature.  The  time  is  part,  in  which  the  ftatef- 

man, 
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man,  more  the  pedant,  than  the  citizen,  re* 
ferred  to  old  cuftoms  all  the  principles  )f  go- 
vernment.  The  expreffipns /ft?^z/,  fifed,  do- 
manial, muft  now  be  driven  from  our  tribu- 
nals, whilft  the  words  property,  agriculture, 
commerce,  liberty,  fupply  the  place  of  the  bar- 
barous vocabulary  of  the  fchools.  Serious 
and  ufeful  queftions  will  be  difcufled  in  all 
companies.  Scholars  will  become  patriots  -y 
philofophers  will  be  citizens.'  A  general  cor- 
refpondence  will  be  eftablilhed,  and  the  love 
of  humanity  prove  the  central  point,  in  which 
all  minds  may  meet,  the  learned,  the  man  of 
genius,  and  the  artift.  Whofoever  mail  have 
rendered  himfelf  ufeful,  whether  by  his  acti- 
ons, his  example,  or  his  writings,  mail  find 
his  name  within  the  regifters  of  beneficence, 
and  every  workman  who  polifhes  a  wheel,  or 
a  fpring,  will  at  leaft  have  an  idea  of  the 
great  machine,  to  which  his  work  mould  be 
referred. 

If  this  picture  mould  be  confidered  as  ima- 
ginary, by  fome  corrupted  men,  I  dare  pro- 
led  that  it  is  after  nature,  and  I  appeal  for 
evidence  to  tfcc  works  which  ifiue  from  the 
prefs,  to  the  voice  of  the  people,  aflembled 
in  the  theatre,  to  the  character  of  fome  pow- 
erful, 
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crful,  and  beneficient  perfons,  whom  I  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  knowing,  loving,  and 
efteeming,(^J  and  particularly  to  the  fociety 
of  learned  men,  in  which  I  comprehend  all 
who  admire,  and  cultivate  letters j  a  gentle, 
amiable,  and  honed  fociety,  as  highly  graced 
with  virtues,  as  with  talents :  in  Ihort,  if  I 
may  be  allowed  to  judge  from  my  own  im- 
preffions,  I  mail  not  call  in  queftion  thofe 
inward  feelings,  which  infpire  me  with  a  fond 
attachment  to  the  age,  in  which  I  began  my 
career,  and  towards  which  the  ftudy  of  hif- 
tory  continually  leads  me  back,  full  of  thofe 

pleafing 

(</)  If  Monfieur  de  Louvois,  when  he  prefided  at  the 
head  of  the  \var-office,  and  enjoyed  the  greateft  influ- 
ence in  the  direction  of  public  affairs,  had  rendered 
himfelf  the  inftrument  of  concluding  a  peace ;  if,  in  the 
fame  moment,  that  he  rifqued  his  reputation,  by  changes 
as  dangerous  to  himfelf,  as  ufeful  to  the  ftate,  his  hu- 
manity had  prompted  him  to  foften,  throughout,  the  n". 
gour  of  the  military  laws  ;  if,  far  from  fuffering  him- 
felf to  be  led  away  by  that  force,  of  which  he  was  the 
minifter,  he  had  declared  himfelf  the  friend  of  com- 
merce, and  of  all  legal  liberty ;  if,  with  the  molt  ex- 
tenfive  capacity,  he  had  united  thofe  gentle  difpojitions, 
and  noble  manners,  which  removing  every  idea  of  ap- 
prehenfion,  infpire  an  amiable  refpecl,  would  he  not 
have  left  behind  him  a  reputation  much  dearer  to  pof- 
terity  ?  would  he  not  have  been  the  darling  ofva  peo- 
ple,  who  only  beheld  him  with  a  kind  of  -filen^  terror? 
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pleafing  fenfations  experienced  by  the  traveller, 
who  after  having  wandered  through  favage 
climes,  returns  at  laft  into  his  native  country. 
But  is  this  tendency  to  the  general  welfare, 
this  amendment  in  the  condition  of  humanity 
effectively  owing  to  the  revival  of  letters,  and 
the  progrefs  of  philofophy  ?  doth  it  not,  on 
the  contrary,  follow  from  what  we  have  ob- 
ferved  on  this  fubject,  that  the  alteration  was 
a  neceflary  confequence  of  the  different  po- 
litical circumftances,  and,  efpecially,  of  the 
impediments  to  the  continuance  of  thofe  wars 
\vhich  were  already  become  too  expenlive  ? 
To  this  objection,  I  fhall  anfwer,  by  afking, 
in  my  turn,  if,  in  the  ages  of  ignorance,  the 
depopulation  of  the  ftate  was  any  obftacle  to 
the  fanaticifm  of  the  laft  Crufades,  to  the 
civil  wars  excited  by  the  feodal  anarchy,  and 
to  the  other  civil  wars,  lighted  up  by  a  fu- 
perftitious  and  intolerant  Ipirit  ?  how  often, 
fince  the  time  of  the  unfortunate  Valerian, 
have  the  Perfian  and  Grecian  empires  been 
reciprocally  drained  by  ulelefs  wars  ?  what 
numerous  calamities  have  afflicted  the  Grecian 
empire !  how  many  different  enemies  have  con- 
quered it,  and  yet  the  public  miferies  were 
not  the  means  of  imparting  to  found  reafon, 

a  pre- 
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a  prevalence  over  empty  dialectics,  and  phi- 
lofophical  fubtleties  ?    is  it  imagined  that  if 
Henry  the  fourth  had  not  confented  to  hear 
mafs,  the  forty  years  of  troubles  which  tore 
France  in  pieces    would  have  been  fufficient 
to  have  rendered  the  people  difgufted  with 
civil  wars,  and  willing  to  unite  under  a  law- 
ful king  ?    once  more,  let  us  perfuade  our- 
ielves,  that  amidft  the   revolutions  of    the 
world,  a  caufe  never  acts  entirely  alone.     I 
know  that  political  misfortunes  difpofe  the 
people  to  lifteh  to  the  voice  of  reafon ;  but 
this  voice  muft  be  lifted  up  fome where ;  it 
muft  pofiefs  powers  of  exprefiion,  and  above 
all,    it  muft   be  liftened   to   with   pleafure. 
Why,  during  the  laft  war,  when  the  emprels, 
united  with  the  Catholic  ftates  of  Germany, 
fought  againft  the  king  of  Pruflia,  allied  with 
the  principal  proteftant  powers,    were  none 
induced  to  believe  that  it  was  a  war  of  reli- 
gion ?    why  did  the  emiflaries  of  the  king  of 
Pruflia  meet  with  no  credit  amongft  the  great- 
er part  of  the  people,  who,  in  all  thefe  tranf- 
actions,  law   nothing  but  a  violent  quarrel 
between  the  houle  of  Auftria,  and  the  houfe 
of  Brandenburgh  ?  it  is  that  the  human  mind 
is  become  more  enlightened  with  regard  to 
VOL.  II.  L  fads, 
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facts,  and  more  indifferent  about  opinions. 
It  is  becaufe  that  if  even  the  doctrine  of  tran- 
fubftantiation  had  been  linked  with  fuch  a 
quarrel,  few  foldiers  would  have  been  found 
difpofed  to  fight  in  its  defence.  Befides,  as 
we  have  already  remarked,  when  ignorant 
men  feel  a  lively  fenfe  of  their  misfortunes, 
they  are  always  miftaken  in  their  choice  of 
remedies.  If,  two  centuries  ago,  a  decreafe 
in  agriculture  had  been  obferved,  the  ftate 
would  have  ordered  proceflions,  whilft  a  mil- 
lion of  monks,  fuffered  to  devour  the  na- 
tional fubfiftance,  would  have  filled  up  the 
meafure  of  calamity. 

We  are  now  naturally  led  to  the  fecond  ob- 
jection, to  which  we  propofed  a  reply,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  chapter.  This  is  now  the 
only  difficulty  which  remains  to  be  removed. 
If  the  advances  of  letters,  and  philofophy, 
were  alone  fufficient  to  enlighten  mankind 
with  a  knowledge  of  their  true  interefts,  why 
do  we  not  perceive  that  the  bright  days  of 
antiquity,  the  ages  of  Pericles,  and  Auguflus, 
have  produced  fome  effect  of  this  nature  ? 
although  I  flatter  myfelf  that  this  objection 
hath  been  already  obviated,  in  another  place, 
yet  it  may  be  right  to  turn  again  to  the  fub- 

ject, 
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ject,  and  examine  it,  in  every  pofllble  point 
of  view.  It  hath  been  proved,  in  the  former 
part  of  this  work,  that  the  Greeks,  though 
fuccefsful  in  literature,  and  arts,  were  unable 
to  carry  the  fcience  of  politics  to  any  degree 
of  perfection  •,  it  hath  been  obferved,  that 
the  philofophers,  for  a  long  time,  attached 
to  frivolous  fyftems  of  Theogony,  and  Cof- 
mogony,^  had  continually  neglected  Mo- 
rality j  and  that  Socrates  was  the  firft  who 
recalled  to  earth  Philofophy,  an  exile  in  Hea- 
ven, (f)  It  may,  here,  be  added,  that  the 
political  fituation  of  the  Greeks  was  always 
an  obflacle  to  the  progrefs  of  human  reafon. 
This  nation,  united  in  idea  by  an  infignificant 
bond,  and  in  fact,  divided  into  a  great  num- 
ber of  republics,  all  ambitious,  all  jealous  of 
each  other,  was  conftantly  tormented  by  ex- 
terior wars,  and  torn  by  civil  wars.  Vanity 
was  the  only  general  principle,  the  only  mark 
of  refemblance  between  fo  many  ftates  go- 
verned by  different  laws.  Unfortunately  for 
L  2  thefe 

(e)  The  origin  of  the  gods,    and  the  generation  of 
the  world. 

(f)  See  "  dialogues  des  Morts"  by  Fontenelle,  and 
the  "  difta  memorabilia"  of  Socrates,    collected   by 
Xerophon. 
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thefe  people,  their  vanity  neyer  wanted  the 
means  of  gratification.  The  Greeks,  when 
fcarcely  extricated  from  a  ftate  of  barbarifm, 
triumphed  over  the  Perfians :  it  was  a  fplen- 
did  triumph,  and  fo  calculated  to  inflame 
their  imagination,  that  they  could  not  touch 
the  cup  of  glory,  without  being  intoxicated. 
Hence  proceeded  that  emulation,  that  pride 
which  armed  Sparta  againft  Athens,  and  fuc- 
ceflively  all  the  republics  againft  each  other. 
Another  circumftance  peculiar  to  the  Greeks, 
and  which  deferves  to  be  the  fubject  of  a  par- 
ticular difiertation,  exerted  a  prodigious  in- 
fluence over  the  turn  of  their  minds.  I  know 
not  how  it  happened  that  this  people  brought 
their  language  all  at  once  to  perfection,  and 
rendered  it  the  moft  confummate  fyftem,  in 
which  mankind  might  reproduce  their  ideas ; 
it  is  a  dangerous  weapon,  when  ill-employed, 
and  fomewhat  like  the  fword,  within  the  hands 
of  our  anceftors,  who  rendered  it  rather  the 
inftrument  of  duels,  than  of  the  defence  of 
their  country.  From  this  aptitude  to  lan- 
guage, reful  ted  a  great  inconveniency  ;  the 
form  carried  away  the  fubftance  j  the  fludy 
of  politics  fell  under  the  power  of  the  Rhe- 
toricians, and  the  ftudy  cf  philofophy  under 

the 
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the  power  of  the  Sophifts.  Two  inventions 
gave  the  finifhing  ftroke  to  this  diforder  j  the 
Period  of  the  Rhetoricians,  and  ihtSyllogifm 
of  the  Sophifts.  Then  all  truth  was  pro- 
fcribed,  if  not  announced  in  three  regular 
members,  and  the  whole  fyftem  of  nature 
was  doomed  to  be  indofed  within  a  major, 
and  a  minor.^J  A  natural  confequence  of 
this  Logcmania^  if  I  may  To  exprefs  myfelf,  is 
that  the  pleafure  of  fpeaking,  and  hearing, 
will  always  greatly  furpafs  the  pleafure  of 
teaching,  and  being  inftrudted.  Hence,  thofe 
famous  fchools  which  foon  degenerated  into 
feels,  and,  at  length,  when  the  Chriftian  re- 
ligion was  eftablifhed  into  herefies.  Now, 
L  3  there 

(g)  Bacon  hath  judicioufly  obferved,  that  the  fyl- 
logiflical  form»  and  all  the  dialectics  of  the  antients 
were  very  well  adapted  to  difputes,  but  not  at  all  fitted 
to  enquiries  after  truth :  this  illuftrious  writer  is  the 
firft,  who  hath  oppcfed  to  this  fpecious,  but  erroneous 
method,  the  method  of  invention,  and  analogy.  He 
every  where  difcovers  a  great  contempt  for  this  cate- 
chetical philofophy,  which  confifts  in  finding  anfwers 
to  each  queftion,  and  for  thofe  quirks  of  AriftotJe,  in 
which  nature  is  fubmitted  to  frivolous  definitions. 
"  Magis  ubique  follicitus  quomodo  quis  refppndendo  fe 
"  explicet,  et  alkjuid  reddatur  in  verbis  pofitivum, 
4>  quarn  de  sterna  rerum  veritate." 

Novum  organum.  aph.  63. 
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there  cannot  be  any  greater  impediments  to 
the  progrefs  of  reafon,  than  thofe  fchools 
which  teach  us,  not  what  abfolutely  is,  but 
what  another  hath  thought  j  where  the  matter 
appears  in  the  place  of  nature,  even  before 
her  own  difciples,  and  where  the  greater!  ef- 
forts of  application  are  exerted,  in  order  to 
underftand  a  man,  who  doth  not  underftand 
himfelf. 

At  the  revival  of  letters,  the  world  enjoy- 
ed a  great  advantage  from  the  difcovery  of 
printing,  and  the  facility  with  which  all  might 
read,  inflead  of  hearing.  Books,  the  faith- 
ful, but  cold  interpreters  of  thoughts,  are  to 
difcourfe,  what  prints  are  to  pictures.  They 
are  ilripped  of  the  brilliant  colours  of  de* 
clamation.  They  are  judged  in  folitude,  and 
filence,  and  it  is  there,  that  queftioned,  and 
confronted,  they  undergo  a  kind  of  torture^ 
which  forces  them  to  difcover  their  faults, 
and  their  accomplices.  They,  fometimes  in- 
deed, arrogate  to  themfelves,  the  privileges 
claimed  by  their  authors.  They  exercife  a 
power,  they  reign  in  their  turn,  efpecially 
when  one  amongft  thefe  privileged  bodies, 
fitter  to  preferve,  than  to  augment  the  fci- 
ences,  introduces  a  legiflation  into  Itudy  j 

when 
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when  this  literary  legiflation  refts  upon  a  civil 
legiflation ;  and,  in  fhort,  when  incapacity 
pafles  a  final  judgment  on  philofophy,  and 
arbitrarily  determines  that  its  actual  bounds 
fhall  be  perpetually  the  fame.  But  this  mo- 
nopoly cannot  lad  long,  and  in  the  fciences, 
as  in  politics,  a  contraband  trade  is  the  pre- 
ceptor of  commerce. 

Thefe  remarks  are,  I  mould  imagine,  fuf- 
ficient  to  prove  that,  as  the  circumftances  at- 
tending the  firft  appearance  of  literature, 
were  different  from  the  circumftances  attend- 
ing its  revival,  it  was  natural  for  different  ef- 
fects to  refult  from  them.  We  mail  perceive, 
in  the  next  chapter,  what  thefe  effects  were, 
and  in  the  remaining  part  of  the  work,  what 
are  the  effects  which  we  have  reafon  ftill  to 
hope  for. 


L  4  CHAP; 
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C  H  A  P.     IV. 


Afiate  of  the  progrefs  already  made  towards  tie 
eftablijhment  of  the  welfare  of  fociety.  An 
examination  into  the  prefent  condition  of  the- 
really-inftrutted  people. 


jfjLLTHOUGH  perfuaded  that  only  com- 
fortable truths  will  refult  from  thofe  en- 
quiries, on  which  we  are  now  going  to  enter* 
we  flill  think  ourfelves  obliged  to  remind  the 

O 

reader  that  the  progrefs  of  reafcn,  as  traced 
through  the  fmall  number  of  uieful  difco- 
veries  which  we  have  reckoned  up,  as  far  as 
this  period,  is  not  exclufively  entitled  to  his 
attention,  but  that  he  m'uft  alfo  obierve  its 
fleps  along  that  path  which  we  have  already 
explored,  in  order  to  facilitate  our  approaches 

towards 
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towards  good   morality,    and  found  polity. 
This  march  of  the  human   underftanding  is 
not  to  be  confidered  as  a  mere  journey,  but 
as  an  expedition  of  curiofity,  during  which 
we  frequently  turn  off  into  another  road,  or 
flop  to  examine  all  which  appears  worthy  of 
our  notice.     If  I  may  be  allowed  a  figure, 
the  abufe  of  which,  I  have  often  taken  the 
liberty  to  cenfure,  I  (hall  compare  the  ftudies 
of  men,  at  the  revival  of  letters,  to  the  in- 
ftrudion  of  a  fcholar  who  follows  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  the  claffes.    At  the  firft,  the  human 
underftanding  is  applied  to  the  ftudy  of  the 
ancients  ;  it  reftores  their  various  readings ; 
it  comments  on  the  different  paffages,  and  it 
is  here,    that  it  may  be  faid  to  have  gone 
through  its  humanities.     Amongft  well  edu- 
cated youth,  drawing,  and  geography  mould 
be,  as  it  were,  the  acceffories  of  this  ftudy, 
and  here  we  difcover  fome  relation  to  the 
progrefs  of  the  arts  under  the  Medici,  and  of 
navigation  under  Charles  the  fifth.     Scarcely 
is  the  fcholar  ftrengthened  in  his  knowledge 
of  the  clafiics,  when  he  begins  to  compofe, 
himfelf,    and  makes  effays  in  t  profe,  and  in 
verfe.     Not  contented  with  having  learned 
the  exprefiions  in   the   ancient    books,    he 

fearches 
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fearches  amongft  them  for  precepts,  for  ex- 
amples of  tafte,  and  urbanity,  and  it  is  here 
that  we  trace  the  beginning  of  rhetoric. 
But  mankind  foon  perceive  that  it  is  not  fuf- 
ficient  merely  to  talk,  and  write ;  nature 
furrounds  them,  and  follicits  their  attention. 
The  wants  of  life  call  on  the  fciences  for  af- 
fiftance;  ufeful  inftruments,  and  ingenious 
machines  are  difcovered  :  this  then  is  the  en- 
trance into  philoibphy.  The  ftudents  lead 
off  with  fome  propofitions  in  geometry,  and 
fome  principles  in  mechanics.  But  this  pro- 
grefs  is  foon  flopped.  Profefibrs,  equally 
vain  and  trifling,  far  from  clearing  up  and 
rectifying  the  ideas  of  the  ancients,  do  not 
even  give  their  pupils  what  thefe  authors 
have  written  in  their  beft  manner ;  but  inftead 
of  Pliny  and  Ariftotle,  oblige  them  to  read 
their  own  productions,  infipid,  unintelligible 
rhapfodies,  and  which  mud  entirely  overfet 
all  application,  did  not  fome  foreign  demon- 
ftrator  arrive  to  rouze  it,  by  curious  experi- 
ments, though  prefented  without  fyftem,  and 
without  connection.  Here,  the  refemblance 
between  the  world  and  the  college  is  fo  ftrik- 
ing,  that  it  is  needlefs  to  detail  it.  It  may  be 
found  equally  amongft  our  firft  works  in  me- 

taphyfics* 
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taphyfics,  and  that  falfe  logic  of  the  clafies, 
which  is  called  the  art  of  thinking,  and  which 
ought  to  be  ftiled  the  art  of  dreaming.  At 
length,  the  time  arrives  at  which  the  youth 
is  to  come  forward  in  the  world,  to  affume  a 
condition,  and  to  fuperintend  his  domeftic 
affairs.  He  muft,  now,  ftudy  morality,  na- 
tural law,  and  public  law,  thefe  are  im- 
portant, and  refpe6lable  fciences,  intended 
to  complete  his  education,  and  yet  they  only 
throw  in  his  way  a  chaos  of  obfcurities,  and 
contradictions,  fo  long  as  he  continues  tied 
down  to  the  leflbns  of  his  mafters,  and  until, 
being  left  to  himfelf,  he  again  runs  over  his 
courfe  of  inftruftion.  It  is  then,  that  ma- 
turely reflecting  on  his  pad  ftudies,  he  will 
learn  to  believe  but  few  things,  to  read  but 
few  books,  to  improve  his  patrimony,  and  to 
do  good  to  his  neighbours. 

We  leave  it  to  our  readers,  to  determine 
the  moment  of  that  period,  to  which  they 
would  refer  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  human 
underftanding.  We  fhall  only  fuppofe  it  to 
be  more  than  difgufted  at  the  compofitions  of 
profefibrs,  more  than  fatiated  with  falfe  eru- 
dition, and  exceedingly  near  the  time,  at 

which  an   attention  to  domeftic  affairs  muft 

be 
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be  deemed  preferable  to  the  counterfeit  bril- 
liancy of  the  fchools.  Yet  we  cannot  avoid 
obferving,  that,  in  this  parallel,  we  have 
omitted  a  ftudy,  which  hath  occafioned  rather 
more  diforder  in  the  world,  than  within  the 
colleges :  this  is  the  ftudy  of  the  catechifm. 
To  this,  what  numerous  battles  have  been 
owing !  How  often  hath  it  difturbed  either 
the  hours  of  labour,  or  the  moments  of  re- 

pofe ! But  we  have  trefpaffed  fufH- 

ciently  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  reader, 
and  muft  proceed  towards  our  propofed  end, 
in  a  more  rapid  and  ferious  manner. 

It  hath  already  been  remarked,  that  we 
may  reafonably  confider  all  difcoveries  what- 
foever,  hitherto  made  by  mankind,  as  fo 
many  advances  towards  true  philofophy,  and 
found  polity.  It  may  not,  perhaps,  be  ufe- 
lefs  to  glance  over  that  immenfe  labour,  from 
which  our  predeceflbrs  have  relieved  our  con- 
temporaries. 

To  begin  with  the  more  exact  fcienccs,  the 
Mathematics.(b)  We  may  perceive  Aftro- 

nomy 

(b)  I  cannot  avoid  cenfuring  a  corruption,  into 
which  even  our  learned  men  are  fallen,  by  a  rnilappli- 
cation  of  the  word  Geometry t  which  firoply  fignifies  the 

art 
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nomy  unfolded  and  improved  by  Kepler* 
NewtoniUAlembert)  Clairault,  Eernouilli^  Euler, 
&c.(i)  improving,  in  its  turn,  Geography 
and  Navigation.  We  may  obferve  Mechanics, 
under  the  fame  aufpices,  multiplying  our 
efforts,  and  reducing  nature  to  fiibmifiion, 
even  by  the  powers  of  nature.  Ingenious 
machines  difengage  man  from  painful  toils, 

and 

art  of  meafuring  the  earth.  We  hear  every  day  of 
tranfcendent  geometry,  and  agronomical  geometry;  all 
as  far  as  the  problem  of  three  bodies,  is  to  the  French, 
gevmetry.  Why  not  adopt  the  word  mathematics  ?  it  doth 
more  honour  to  this  ftudy,  as  fignifying  fcience  in  ge- 
neral, and  is  betides  an  expreflion  frequently  occurring 
in  the  works,  not  only  of  the  ancients,  but  of  the 
moderns,  and  fufficiently  proves  that  the  fcience  of 
calculating,  and  meafuring,  hath  conftantly  been  re- 
garded as  the  firft  of  all  the  fciences. 

(i)  Amongft  theie  celebrated  mathematicians,  the 
only  compatriots  of  the  Chevalier,  are  D'Alembert, 
and  Clairault.  Since  the  characters,  and  writings  of 
the  others  are  generally  known,  left  I  trefpafs  (as  in 
the  courfe  of  this  tranflation  I  fear  I  have  often  done) 
too  much  upon  the  patience  of  the  reader,  I  (hall  con- 
fine myfelf  chiefly  to  fome  flight  particulars,  concern- 
ing thofc  natives  of  France,  whofe  works  have  fo  firmly 
eftablifhed  the  literary  reputation  of  their  country. 
Mr.  D'Alembert  is,  if  1  miftake  not,  ftill  living.  His 
'*  Deftruftion  des  Jefuites,"  and  his  excellent  "  Me- 
langes de  literature,  d'hifloire,  et  de  philofophie" 

have 
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and  water,  and  fire  itfelf  now  rendered  our 
inftruments,  are  the  only  flaves  employed  by 
us,  in  the  profecution  of  our  labours. 

How  rich  are  our  acquifitions,  derived 
from  thofe  fciences  which  depend  more  on 
obfervation  !  Scarcely  hath  man  contemplated 
the  heavens,  and  the  earth,  with  a  curious 
and  inquifitive  fpirit,  when  he  difcovers  the 
means  of  turning  his  enquiries  to  ferviceable 

purpofes. 

have  been  received  in  England  with  great,  but  not  un- 
deferved  applaufe.  It  is  to  the  joint  exertions  of  this 
gentleman,  and  Monfieur  Diderot,  that  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  "Encyclopedic,"  an  ufeful,  and  mag- 
nificent receptacle  of  arts,  and  fciences,  where,  from 
the  genius,  and  powers  of  thefe  indefatigable  aflbciates, 
the  labours  of  preceding  writers  affume  new  graces, 

and  improvements Alexis  Clairault  became  a 

proficient  in  the  mathematics,  at  an  age,  when  moil 
others  would  have  felt  a  difficulty  in  acquiring  the  firft 
rudiments.  When  he  read,  before  the  academy  of 
fciences,  his  difTertation  on  the  four  new  geometrical 
curves,  which  he  had  difcovered,  he  was  'only  in  his 
thirteenth  year.  After  fo  fortunate  an  opening,  the 
highall:  ideas  were  conceived  of  his  abilities,  nor  did 
his  fubfequent  publications  fall  fhort  of  that  uncommon 
merit,  which  feldom  refults  from  the  application  of 
riper  yc.ars,-  unlefs  the  mathematician  be,  like  the 
poet,  rather  born,  than  made.  The  capital  works  of 
Clairault  are,  "  Elemens  dc  Geometric,"  "  Eleniens 
cl'Algebre,"  "  Theorie  de  la  figure  de  la  terre,"  and 
"  Table  de  la  lune."  He  died  in  1765.  K. 
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purpofes.  The  telefcope  draws  diftant  ob- 
jects nearer  to  the  view ;  the  microfcope,  by 
magnifying  the  works  of  nature,  opens  to 
us  a  new  province  within  her  empire,  and 
this  inftrument  becomes,  as  it  were,  the  bond 
which  unites  us  to  an  immenfe  portion  of 
the  creation. 

Anatomy  hath  lifted  up  the  veil  of  huma- 
nity; it  hath  difcovered  an  innumerable 
quantity  of  machines,  which  give  motion  to 
thefe  frivolous  decorations  of  life,  and  prov- 
ed to  us  that  Mojes  made  ufe  of  an  extreme- 
ly bold  hyperbole,  when  he  afTerted  that  God 
created  man  after  his  own  image.  This 
fcience,  at  once  terrible  and  ufeful,  hath 
taught  thofe  deftructive  weapons,  which  were 
accuftomed  to  deprive  us  of  our  being,  the 
new  art  of  preferving  it,  and  tracing  out  for 
them,  even  into  our  very  entrails,  a  dark, 
but  certain  road,  hath  enabled  the  artift  to 
remedy  thofe  diforders  which  he  could  not 
fee. 

Chemiftry,  which  may  be  confidered  as 
the  anatomy  of  unorganifed  bodies,  but 
which,  with  the  power  of  dividing,  can  unite 
the  power  of  combining  and  regenerating, 
hath  been  carried,  in  our  times,  to  its  utmoft 

per- 


160  ANESSAYON 

perfection,  fince  mankind  have  learned  how 
to  extend  its  ufe  throughout  all  the  arts,  and 
to  reftrain  it  in  medicine.  Parafitical  beings 
on  the  furface  of  the  earth,  we  dare  not  in- 
terrogate this  fruitful  mother,  and  we  feck 
our  hiftory  in  the  heavens.  The  erudition 
of  genius  hath  offered  us  other  records,  and 
the  world,  by  lofing  a  portion  of  its  nobility, 
hath  gained  antiquity.(yfc) 

From  the  Mathematics,  Anatomy,  Che- 
miftry,  and  Natural  Hiftory  united  together, 
arofe,  at  length,  the  true  fcience  of  Phyfics, 
or  the  hiftory  of  nature,  in  the  Great.  This 
fcience  ceafes,  in  our  days,  to  be  the  forced 
explication  of  a  vain  fyftem  of  metaphyfics, 
or  of  fome  ill-obferved  phenomena,  It  is 
an  edifice  formed  of  an  immenfe  concurrence 
of  experiments,  tried  by  induflrious  men,  and 
compared  by  men  of  genius.  Des  Cartes  had 
found  the  laws  of  Dioptrics,  and  Newton 

the 

(k)  The  glory  of  having  created  amongft  us  the 
fcience  of  natural  hiftory  is  due  to  Monfieur  de  Buffon : 
this  fcience  ifTued  from  his  hands,  in  all  its  beauty,  as 
Minerva  iffued  from  the  head  of  Jupiter,  and  he  fully 
uwderftood  how  to  make  it  at  once  known,  and  ad- 
mired. Never  was  eloquence  employed  to  nobler 
purpofes :  it  is  Demofthenes  writing  down  the  ob- 
fcrvations  of  Ariftotle. 
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the  laws  of  Optics.  A  great,  and  magnifi- 
cent diicovery  was  refer ved  for  thefe  times  ; 
and  this  is  Electricity,  the  terrible  effects  of 
which  have  placed  mankind  on  an  equality 
with  the  gods  of  antiquity,  whilft  Franklin, 
like  another  Prometheus,  acquired  the  art  of 
dealing  the  celeftial  fire,  and  rendering  it  do- 
cile to  his  laws.  (7,) 

But  it  was  not  fufficient  that  men  had  ob- 
tained a  knowledge  of  the  phyfical  world,  for 
there,  curiofity,  the  craving  pafllon  peculiar 
to  the  human  fpecies  found  only  half  its  food: 
A  vaft  field  was  opened  to  it  in  the  moral 
world.  Vanity,  and  even  enthufiafm  became 
interwoven  with  this  paffion,  and  hiftory  de- 

VOL.  II.  M  generated 

(I)  The  Chevalier  is  not  the  only  foreigner  who 
hath  payed  an  elegant  tribute  to  the  acknowledged 
powers  of  our  great  leader  in  the  fcience  of  electricity. 
Signior  Giam-Baptifta  Beccaria,  profeffor  of  natural 
philofophy  in  the  univerfity  of  Turin,  hath  prefixed 
to  his  "  Elcttricifmo  artificial, "  publifhed  exaclly 
at  the  fame  time  with  this  work  of  my  illuftrious  friend, 
a  complimentary  letter  to  Doftor  Franklin,  in  which 
he  remarks  that  the  taflc  of  enlightening  the  human 
mind,  by  the  difcovery  of  this  new  fcience,  was  rcferved 
for  him,  that  he  hath  difarmed  the  thunder  of  its  ter- 
rors, and  by  the  bold  exertions  of  his  genius,  taught 
the  fire  of  heaven,  which  till  then  was  confidered  as 
the  weapon  of  omnipotence,  to  obey  his  voice.  K. 
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generated  into  erudition.  Perhaps,  alfo,  the 
one  could  not  have  exifted  without  the  other. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  it  was  neceflary  to  dig  up 
thefe  immenfe  lands  of 'antiquity.  A  know- 
ledge of  the  genealogy  of  every  thing  which 
exifts  was  abfolutely  requifite ;  a  long  and 
toilfome  talk,  but  at  this  period  fo  advanced, 
that  we  may  be  faid  to  fail  through  it  with  a 
full,  and  prosperous  tide. 

In  fhort,  that  no  afylum  might  remain, 
not  even  in  idlenefs,  for  the  laiTitude  of  the 
mind.  Poetry  haftened  to  en.lch  our  theatres, 
and  adorn  our  libraries.  Attired  in  her 
charms,  vertue  grew  more  powerful,  and 
pleafure  more  feducing. 

The  Cabinets,  and  Mufeums  have  been 
opened,  whilu  modern  princes,  wifer  in  their 
magnificence  than  the  Roman  emperors,  in- 
flead  of  thole  preferits  of  corn,  and  oil, 
which  Only  nourifhed  lazinefs,  diflributed 
amongft  the  people,  the*  aliments  of  the 
mind,  fo  that  every  citizfcn  of  the  republic 
of  letters  was  furnifhed  with  a  certain  fub- 
fiftance. 

If  we  pafs  on  to  the  agreeable  arts,  thofe 
amiable  comforters  of  life,  which  have  but 
too  much  right'  to  challenge  our  attention, 

we 
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we  fli.ill  not  ceafe  to  congratulate  ourfelves' 
On  our  riches.  Painting,  Sculpture,  and  Ar- 
ch izcdlure,  patronifed  by  the  Medici,  ad- 
vanced at  once  towards  perfection.  They 
fank,  for  a  while,  amidit  the'  calamities  of 
the  times,  but  now  revive  in  all  their  luftre. 
As  to  Mufic  which  •  maintains  over  the  fenfes, 
a  ilill  more  immediate,  and  continual  em- 
pire, what  progrefs  hath  it  not  made,  in  our 
days  ?  no,  antiquity  never  prefented  a  more 
captivating  allurement  to  a  mind  glowing 
with  fenfibility,  than  the  union  of  a  Pergolefe, 
and  a  Metaftaftojm]  a  rare,  and  valubable 
M  2  union, 

(tn)  Metaftafio  is  ftill  living  at  Vienna ;  the  iin- 
gularity  of  his.  character,  in  which  it  would  be  hard  to 
determine  whether  genius,  or  vertue  hath  the  afcend- 
ency,  can  never  be  too  generally  known.  He  is  at 
once  an  ornament,  and  a  lefTon  to  human  nature.  I 
fhould  confider  it  as  a  fevere  tax  upon  my  veneration 
for  this  veteran  in  goodnefs,  to  be  debarred  from  men- 
tioning fome  circumftances  of  his  life,  if  the  eleo-ant 
author  of  a  late  performance,  entitled  "  The  prefent 
ftate  of  Mufic  in  Germany,  the  Netherlands,  and  the 
United  Provinces,"  had  not  been  too  particular  on  this 
fabjeft,  to  leave  any  thing  for  me  to  add.  The  mi- 
niature, in  this  note,  could  only  have  exhibited  a  faint 
refemblance  ;  it  is  the  lively  full-length  portrait  drawn 
by  Doctor  Barney,  which  comes  the  neareft  to  the  ex- 
cellent original The  mufic  of  Pergolefe, 

not 
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union,  from  which  a  rote  the  pleafures  of 
Europe,  and  which  drew  from  each  audience 
mort  delicious  tears  than  had  ever  been  of- 
fered by  ear.hufkfm  to  talents. \n} 

I  flop, 

not  vibrating  (as  modern  mufic  too  often  does)  un- 
meaningly on  the  ear,  fpoke  to  the  undenlanding,  and 
the  paffions.  It  is  impoifible  not  to  admire,  and  diffi- 
cult to  avoid  envying  a  Genius,  who  crowded  into  a 
life  of  fcarcely  thirty  years,  fuch  a  knowledge  cf  har- 
mony, fuch  facility  of  cornpofition,  and  fo  rich  a  me- 
lody. His  great  matter-pieces  the  "  Salve  Regina," 
and  the  "  Stabat  mater,"  feem  defined  to  maintain  a 
pre-eminence  amidft  all  the  fantaftical  variations,  to 
which  the  empire  of  mufic  is  perpetually  fubjeft.  He 
was  attacked  by  a  pleurify,  which  fcon  proved  fatal. 
The  notion  that  fome  rival,  exafperated  at  his  fuperior 
merit,  had  poifoned  him,  is  entirely  groundlefs.  He 
was  bcrn  at  Naples  in  1706,  and  died  about  the  year 

»733-     K- 

(n)  France  hath  begun  to  tafie  the  fruits  of  a  fimilar 
union,  fince  one  of  her  beft  poets,  and  one  of  her  beft 
muficians  have  tuned  their  lyres  together. 

The  poet  to  whom  the  Chevalier  alludes,  is  Mr.  de 
Marmontel,  of  the  French  academy,  and  hiftoriogra- 
pher  to  the  king,  but  better  known  in  England  by  his 
"  Moral  tales,"  and  "  Belifarius."  The  mufician  is 
Mr.  Gietry,  whofe  compofitions  are  full  of  harmony, 
and  talk.  Several  friends  cf  Mr.  de  Marmontel  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  write,  and  adapt  forr.e  dramatic  pieces, 
to  a  kind  of  Gallico-Italian  mufic,  which  hath  lately 
been  introduced,  and  gains  great  ground,  in  France. 

The 
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I  (top,  and  am  apprehenfive  of  that  na- 
tural attraction,  which  might  detain  me  too 
long  near  fuch  interefting  objects.  Let  me 
confine  myfelf  within  the  limits  of  my  fub- 
je£t,  and  only  confider  the  numerous  efforts 
which  mankind  have  made  in  fo  many  dif- 
ferent ways,  as  a  fort  of  reckoning  to  be 
M  3  thrown 


The  very  favorable  reception  which  trr 
of  thefe  elegant  affociates  have  met  with, 
encomiums  r.ccdh-fs.  The  titles  &f  feme  of  the  pieces 
are  "  Le  huron,"  "  Zemire,  et  Azor,"  "L'aini  cle  la 
maifon,  Sec."  Mr.  de  Marmontel,  who  feerr.s  in  all 
his  works  to  have  imagined  that  genius,  and  v-crtue 
mould  never  feparate,  hath  lately  employed  his  abili- 
ties in  pleading  the  caufe  of  the  diltrefTed.  The  reader 
may  recollecl  the  drraduil  fire  in  the  Hotel  Pieu,  the 
firaation  of  which  is  equally  unhealthy,  and  coniined. 
Mr.  de  Marmontel,  in  his  "  Voix  des  pauvre;.,''  a  per- 
formance where  the  graces  of  poetry,  and  the  oFafiona 
of  humanity  are  charmingly  intenvoven,  e;.'  ;  Mie 
necefEty  of  removing  the  hcfpital  to  a  purer,  an<;  u-.^re 
convenient  fpot.  This  epiftle,  (for  iuch  is  the  form 
into  which  the  author  hath  thrown  it,)  is  dedicated  to 
the  king,  and  fold  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 

The  charitable  poet  feems  lefs  infpired  than  the  wife 
archbifnop  of  Paris  with  the  fpirit  of  the  good  old  times, 
which,  intent  on  prayers,  and  proceffions,  conceived 
all  human  aid  to  be  ber.cath  its  i.Dtice.  It  is  iiiOre  than 
probable  that  the  wicked  Marmontel,  inflead  of  joining 
in  the  fervice  at  the  church  of  Notre  Dilate,  was  either 

writing 
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thrown  into  the  general  progrefs  of  our  in- 
tellectual faculties,  and  as  fo  much  of  the 
road  already  travelled  ov?r,  in  the  vail  career 
of  the  human  underftanding.  It  may  now 
be  proper  to  examine  whether  fome  fpaces  in 
this  career,  are  not  more  rough,  and  difficult 
than  others,  I  mall,  for  inilance,  enquire 

whether 

writing  verfes,  or  collecting  money,  for  the  benefit  of 
mifery ;  whi!it  the  pious  prelate  fang  TV  Deums  at  a 
folemn  mafs,  becaufe  only  few  of  his  fellow-creatures 
were  buried  under  the  ruins  of  the  Hotcl-Dieu.  A  more 
commodious  hofpitai  arifing  on  the  contributions  of  the 
archbifnop,  and  his  flock,  would  have  appeared  a  better 
offering  to  the  God  of  Bounty}  than  this  religious  farce, 
a&edby  command  in  every  place  of  worfhip  throughout 
the  city. 

We  obferve  this  new  prcgrefs  with  fo  much  the  more 
fatisfaclion,  as  it  ispollerior  to  that  immortal  work,  in 
which  the  picture  of  our  mental  faculties  hath  been 
traced  by  a  mafterly  hand.  Whofcfevcr  is  defirous  of 
forming  the  moil  extenftve,  and  exacl  idea  of  the  ad- 
vances made  by  the  human  undemanding,  may  eafily 
fatisfy  his  curiofity,  by  reading  the  preliminary  dif- 
courfe  of  the  "  Encyclopedic."  This  beautiful  pe- 
riilyle  of  a  moft  magnificent  edifice  may  be  confidered 
as  the  true  characleriftic  of  our  age  ;  and  perhaps  the 
effort  which  dlftinguifhes  this  agex  the  moit  from  the 
preceding  ages,  'is  the  having  produced  a  genius  for 
mathematics,  the  talents  of  eloquence,  and  the  faga- 
city  of  taile,  all  united  in  the  fame  individual.  (See 
note  (i)  in  this  chapter.  K. 
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whether  the  domain  of  morality,  and  polity 
be  not  more  ffepugnajit  to  this  progreis,  than 
the  domain  of  fciences,  and  arts. 

It  feems  evident  that  at  the  revival  of  let- 
ters, the  human  underffonding  groaned  under 
the  empire  of  two  tyrants,  at  once  fo  cruel, 
and  fo  formidable,  that  to  confpire  againft; 
and  overthrow  them,  was  the  only  method 
of  obtaining  freedom.  Theie  tyrants  were 
Defpotifm,  and  Superftition.  From  an  in- 
tolerant ipirit  they  drew  their  common  arms, 
for  flavery  always  begins  with  opinion.  Alas! 
of  what  life  is  the  liberty  of  adtmg,  to  thoie 
who  are  debarred  from  the  liberty  of  think- 
ing ?  it  was,  therefore,  necefTary  firft  to  at- 
tack fuperftition  ;  and  to  this  fervice  the  re- 
vival of  letters,  and  the  feparation  of  the 
reformed  churches  concurred  in  a  wonderful 
degree.  The  Goipellers,  who,  like  all  re- 
volters,  were  obliged,  for  want  of  a  juridical 
tide,  to  have  recourie  to  natural  law,  at- 
tentively fcrutinized  the  principles  of  the 
civil,  and  eccleGaftical  government.  Weak 
in  their  beeinnino-,  and  forced  to  contend  at 

O  O ' 

once   againft   antiquity,    cuiiom,    and     pof- 

feffion,  it  war,  neceffary  to  prcferve  an  aufteri- 

ty  in  their  morals,  and  feverity  in  their  tenets. 

M  4  It 
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It  was  not  therefore  without  reafon,  that  they 
called  themfelves  Reformers.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  church  of  Rome,  warned  by  this 
defection,  fhould  have  accompanied  the  ex- 
ercife  of  her  power,  with  more  precaution. 
Controverfy,  the  dangerous  flame  of  which 
frequently  burns,  but  always  enlightens,  fub- 
mitted  every  thing  to  difcufiion.  From  this 
theological  labour  came  forth  an  unexpected 
fruit.  Phiiofophy  arofe  flowly  on  the  ruins 
of  opinion.  She  taught  the  people,  their 
rights,  the  fovereigns,  their  duty,  and  all, 
moderation.  Let  us  examine  whether  during 
this  long  temporal,  and  fpiritual  war,  whether 
amidit  that  imrnenfe  chaos  into  which  the 
earth  feemed  again  plunged,  we  can  per- 
ceive any  thing  ufeful  fpringing  up,  any 
amendment  in  the  condition  of  humanity. 
To  begin  with  the  north,  where  I  behold 
ole,  valiant,  and  generous  people,  jufb 
after  they  had  broken  in  pieces  the  chains 
forged  by  foreign  defpotifm.  Guitavus  drove 
away  tyrants ;  and  ;hefe  ryrants  were  a  de- 
<_uched  prince,  and  a  proud  prieft.  For 
we  may  obferve  that  thefe  two  different  kinds 
of~  opprelfions  were,  to  the  misfortune  of  the 
nation,  long  united.  Chriftian  the  fecond 

of 
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of  Denmark  and  Troll  caufcd  the  whole  fe- 
naee  to  be  mafiacred  at  a  feaft  •,  they  drenched 
all  Sweden  in  blood.  Guftavus,  by  expelling 
the  Deipot,  and  the  Inqirifieor,  eiUblilhsd 
civil,  and  religions  liberty  •,  and  thus,  founded 
the  profperity  of  a  people,  in  whofe  fate  all 
other  nations  ought  to  intereft  themfelves, 
fince  they  are  brave  without  cruelty,  and 
warlike  without  ambition. 

As  I  defcend  towards  the  fouth,  I  perceive 
Saxony,  Heffe,  and  the  greater  part  of  Ger- 
many beginning  to  prefcribe  limits  to  the  in- 
fatiable  fpirit  of  Charks  the  fifth,  and  foon 
afterwards  freeing  themfelves  at  cnce  from 
the  cruel  yokes  of  the  Pope,  and  that  tyrant, 
Ferdinand  the  fecond.  I  obferve  them  pre- 
paring to  confirm  irrevocably  their  privi- 
leges, and  liberties,  by  the  celebrated  treaty 
of  Weftphalia. 

As  1  approach  the  wed,  I  contemplate 
with  pleauire  the  progrefs  of  an  induftrious, 
and  frugal  republic.  1  am  aftonifhed  at  its 
courage,  its  efforts,  and  •  its  fucceifcs  ;  and  I 
enquire  who  ha:h  been  the  cauie  of  fuch  a 
revolution.  The  anfwer  is,  a  cardinal  de 
Granvelle,  the  minifter  of  a  tyrant,  named 
Philip  the  fecond.  I  depart  from  this  re- 
public , 
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public  increafmg  .in  extent,  and  {lability,, 
and  laying  the  foundations  of  that  profperity, 
which  it  hath  fmce  enjoyed. 

I  crofs  the  ocean,  and  pafs  into  Ir.ngiand, 
where  I  meet  tranqniliry,  and  good  order, 
yet  every  where  obferve  the  marks  of  blood. 
J  learn  that  during  the  preceding  rci^n,  the 
Jefuits,  emiffaries  of  this  very  Phii.io,  had, 
in  the  name  of  Mary,  a  confort  worthy  of 
her  lord,  condemned  to  execution,  hun  re  ":s 
of  the  citizens.  I  find  a  fcrious  and  melan- 
choly people,  bearing  the  impre'fiions  of  paft 
calamities,  deeply  engraven  on  their  hearts, 
and  I  forefee,  that  the  delpotifm,  and  the 
perfecution  of  Mary,  muft  one  day  ferve  to 
cement  the  edifice  of  liberty. (o) 

Returning,  I  land  in  France.  There,  Henry 
the  Fourth  reigns  in  peace,  and  through  his 

means? 

(o)  The  martyrdoms  during  the  fricrt  reign  of  Mary, 
each  of  which  (as  Mr.  Hume  juftly  oblerves)  \vas 
equivalent  to  an  hundred  fermons  againft  popery,  have 
exceedingly  contributed  to  cement  the  edifice  of  our  re- 
ligious liberty ;  fo  prophetical  \veretheworJs,  in  which 
that  great,  but  much-neglefled  pattern  to  fucceeding 
churchmen,  Latimer,  bimop  of  Worceftcr,  addreiled 
his  fellow  fufferer,  Ridley,  at  the  flake.  "  Cheer  up, 
"  good  brother,  we  ;"hall  this  day  kindle  fueh  a  torch 
"  in  England,  as,  I  trull  in  God,  fhall  never  be  ex- 
"  tinguifhed.  K. 
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,  toleration  reigns  with  him  -,  but  ftiii 
the  ferment  of  the  mind  remains;  fuperiti- 
ftiuon  may  make  new  efforts-,  yet  never  can 
its  empire  be  re-eftabiifht-d,  arid  the  catho- 
Jicifm  or*  the  French  will  always  be  the  moil 
independent  on  the  court  of  Rome. 

I  turn  my  fteps  from  the  Soutn.  Spain  is 
flill  the  home  of  deipouim,  as  Rome  is  the 
native  refiuence  of  an  intolerant  fpirit.  But, 
proceeding  totvards  the  Fail,  I  difcover  ano- 
ther Holland,  a  fecond  federal  govern uient; 
divided,  yet  not  weak;  free,  yet  not  faftious; 
where  reafon,  and  good  fenfe  fo  eminently 
prevail,  that  it  is  unnecefiary  to  enquire 
whether  it  be  portioned  out  into  feveral  modes 
of  faith.  Whilft  every  thing  kerns  arrived 
at  fuch  a  pitch  of  amendment,  I  can  no 
longer  fear  pafling  the  Alps ;  I  fhall  find  even 
in  Italy  afylums  where  wholeforne  laws,  and 
good  fyftems  of  government  flourifh.  I 
fhall  (lop  with  pleafure  in  Tulcany :  1  fhali 
vifit,  in  particular  that  wife  republic,  equally 
as  inacceffible  to  fpiritual  ulurpations,  as  to 
rnilitary  invafions.  Reftored  at  length  to  my 
folitude,  and  my  meditations,  I  fhall  not  af- 
ferc  that  all  is  good,  but  that  all  is  become 

better 
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better  than  it  ufed  to  be.     There  is  a  pro- 
grefs ;  the  world  affords  hopes. 

I  am  fenfible  that  there  are  peribns  whom 
it  will  be  difficult  for  me  to  perluade.  1  mean 
thofe  profound  contemplators,  who  fecluding 
themfelves  from  their  fellow  creatures,  are 
affiduouQy  employed  in  framing  laws  for 
them,  and  the  moil  frequently  neglect  the 
care  of  their  domeftic,  and  private  concerns, 
to  prefcribe  to  empires  that  form  of  govern- 
ment to  which  they  imagine  that  thty  ought 
to  fabmit.(p)  Now,  as  no  nation  hath  as  yet 
adopted  their  fyftem,  they  imagine  that  the 
ftate  of  politics  is  always  in  its  infancy. 
However  extravagant  this  prepoficfTion  may 
be,  1  certainly  mail  not  deny  but  that  there  may 
exift  fome  governments  more  perfecl,  or  a 
greater  number  of  good  governments,  than 
are  to  be  met  with  in  the  prelent  times.  But 
let  us  remember  that  Solon  did  not  give  to 
'  the 

(p)  The  celebrated  Hogarth  hath  rcprefented,  in 
one  of  his  moral  engravings,  a  young  man  who,  after 
having  fquandered  away  his  fortune,  is,  by  his  cre- 
ditors, lodged  in  goal.  There,  he  fits,  melancholy, 
and  difconcerted,  near  a  table,  whillt  a  fcrcll  lies  under 
his  foot,  and  bears  the  following  title  ;  being  a  new 
f chime  for  paying  the  debt  cf  the  nation.  By  T.  L.  r.oiv  a 
frifoner  in  the  Fleet. 
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the  Athenians  the  beft  laws  which  he  could 
poffibly  have  enacted,  but  the  beft  laws  which 
they  could  have  followed.  In  particular,  let 
us  allow  that  the  welfare  of  mankind  is  of 
all  objects  the  moft  interefting,  and  that  even 
the  good  may  be  too  dearly  bought.  London 
is  more  regular  than  Paris,  Dieppe,  than 
Rouen,  and  Manheim  than  Strafburg :  yet 
London,  Dieppe,  and  Manheim  were  formerly 
deftroyed  by  the  flames.  What  architect 
will  ever  advife  the  fetting  fire  to  Paris,  that 
it  may  be  afterwards  rebuilt,  on  a  regular, 
and  magnificent  plan  ?  it  is  only  to  an  un- 
poiifhed  people  that  a  legiilator  can  give 
whatfoever  laws  he  chutes.  The  bufmefs  of 
reafon,  of  philofophy,  and  of  found  polity, 
is  rather  to  amend  than  to  change  the  go- 
vernment. Under  their  benign  influence, 
Democracy  mould  become  lefs  licentious, 
Ariitocracy  lefs  haughty,  and  Monarchy,  lefs 
ambitious:  even  Defpotifm,  if  Defpotifm 
can  ftill  exift  within  enlightened  nations,  will 
appear  more  mild,  and,  at  the  leaft,  bend  to 
reafon. (q)  Befides,  might  we  not  oppofe 

our 

(q)  We  have  an  example  of  this  amongft  the  Danes, 
who,  though  it  be  an  hundred  years  fince  they  have 

fur- 
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our  modern  governments  to  .the  ancient  go- 
vernments, and  >ct  find  that  we  had  ali  the 
advantage  ?  it  hath  already  been  obferved,  at 
the  beginning  oi  this  work,  that  Greece  be- 
holden with  «\ve  by  her  own  times,  and  with 
reipecl,  by  our  times,  doth  not  offer  to  us, 
•when  cor.fidered  in  the  whole,  a  plan  in  any 
degree  ib  rational^  and  well-concerted;  as  the 
•Dutch,  a>.d  Helvetic  confederacies;  neither 
amcngft  her  different  members,  do  we  per- 
ceive a  polity  of  equal  weight  with  the  polity 
of  thofe  particular  eftates,  which,  when  af- 
fembled,  form  the  great  eftates.  In  Ger- 
inany,  Hamburg,  Bremen,  Lubec,  Augfburg, 
and  all  the  free  cities  of  the  empire,  are  for- 
tunate plants,  growing  beneath  the  made  of 
the  oaks  which  protect  them  ;  but  the  plant 
in  flower  hath  not  confumed  the  fubftance  of 
the  tree  which  defends  it,  ncr  hath  the  tree, 
by  carting  too  thick  a  made,  occafioned  the 
tender  plant  to  wither.  Some  authors  have 
affertcd,  that  formerly,  amongft  v/ell-go- 
verned  people,  abfolute  power  was  almoil 
entirely  unknown.  As  for  me,  I  mould 

rather 

furrendcred  their  liberties   to  their  prince,    do,    not- 

^hftanding  enjoy  a  mild,    peaceable,  and  •,. 
pcred  government. 
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rather  be  inclined  to  doubt,  whether  amongfl 
thefe  very  people,  there  ever  exifted  more 
liberty,  than  is  enjoyed  at  prefent.  I  know 
that  by  fixing  on  a  moment  wuhin  the  duration 
cf  ages,  one  may  o;.lerve  Peloponnefus, 
Achaia,  Afia  Minor,  the  Archipelago*  iflands, 
and  a  part  of  the  coafts  of  Italy  partaking 
of  a  free  government ;  but  were  not  Ma- 
ceuonia,  Thrace,  Illyrium,  and  Epirus  fub- 
jedr.  to  the  authority  of  kings  ?  it  muft  be 
confefied  that  ihs  time  when  there  were  even 
the  moil  republics,  was  not  the  happieft  time 
for  the  people.  I  place  it  between  the 
Median  war,  and  Philip*  of  Macedon.  At 
the  death  of  Alexander,  all  liberty  was  de«- 
flroyed  within  the  Eaft.'  It  may  perhaps  be 
objected  to  me,  that  liberty  found  an  afylum 
amidft  the  vaft  ftates  of  Rome,  and  Carthage. 
Amidft  their  flates?  certainly  no.  If  only 
the  cities  of  Rome,  and  Carthage  are  alluded 
to,  the  fsc~l  may  be  more  readily  granted. 
But  can  it  really  be  doubted  that  the  Romans 
exercifed  a  fovereign  authority  over  the  con- 
quered provinces,  or  that  the  Carthaginians 
were  abiblute  tyrants  over  Spain,  Sardinia, 
Corfica,  the  Balearic  iQands,  &c.  If  Bern, 
and  Amfterdam  governed  the  Swifs,  and  the 

Hoi- 
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Hollanders,  in  the  fame  manner  that  thefe 
nations  govern  the  Uniied  Provinces,-  and  the 
Generaiite  lands,  1  Ihould  confider  the  cities 
of  Bern,  and  Amlterdam,  as  the  only  free 
cities  in  Switzerland,  and  Holland.  But  the 
reafon  why  thefe  two  people  enjoy  a  govern- 
ment perfectly  free,  is  becaufe  each  part  of 
the  ftate,  is  a  (late  wiehin  itfelf ;  it  is  becaufe 
the  republic  is  but  compofed  of  an  inBnity 
of  republics.  To  thefe  refpedlable  focieties, 
may  be  added  all  the  Hans,  and  Imperial 
towns,  Venice,  Genoa,  Poland,  and  even 
Sweden  ;  for  a  country  where  a  king  is  hit  a 
fenator  in  the  council^  and  but  a  conful^  when 
with  the  army,  may  well  be  ccnfidered  as  a  re- 
public.(r)  Within  this  lift,  we  may  alfo  in. 

elude 

(r)  The  reader,  in  juftice  to  the  elegant  author  of 
this  work,  will  naturally  imagine  that  when  the  remark 
concerning  Sweden  was  written,  a  young  ambitious 
monarch  had  not  effefted  a  revolution  in  his  kingdom, 
by  means  as  fecretly,  and  artfully  concerted,  as  they 
were  rapidly  executed.  To  renounce,  with  all  the 
public  folemnity  of  oaths,  every  claim  to  arbitrary  pow- 
er, and  in  the  next  moment,  to  acquire  the  moil  ab- 
folute  authority,  is  a  mafter-ftrcke  in  politics,  of  which 
it  would  be  difficult  to  find  another  inflance.  To  what 
future  glorious  excefles  muf:  the  patriotifm  of  this  man 
be  carried,  before  he  can  atone  for  fuch  an  a  f;  of  per- 
fidy! K. 
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chide  England,  the  government  of  which, 
.unknown  to  the  ancients,  approaches  nearer 
to  a  republic,  than  to  a  monarchy.  Let  us 
now  fum  up  the  liberty,  exifting  in  the  pre- 
fent  times,  and  compare  it  with  the  liberty 
which  may  be  difcovered  during  any  other 
epoch  whatfoever.  Yet,  would  there  be  the 
leaft  room  for  the  comparifon,  were  we  to 
throw  into  this  calculation  the  liberty  which 
ft  ill  reigns  even  in  the  midft  of  the  moft  un- 
limited monarchies  ?  amongft  the  ancients, 
there  was  fcarcely  any  medium  between  a  re- 
public, and  tyranny  ;  but  befides  that  tyranny 
is  become  more  unufual,  fince  the  middle  of 
the  laft  century,  the  greater  number  of  thofe 
provinces  which  compofe  our  modern  mo- 
narchies, enjoy  privileges,  laws,  and  cuftoms, 
which  limit  the  fovereign  authority.  The 
Auftrian  power  is  entirely  formed  of  fcattered 
provinces,  all  of  which  have  ftates,  entitled 
to  grant,  and  raife,  themfelves,  the  neceflary 
fubfidies.  Several  pofieffions  belonging  to 
the  electors,  and  the  princes  of  the  empire, 
are  invefled  with  the  fame  privileges. fjj  In 
VOL.  II.  N  France, 

(s)  The  greater  part  of  the  ftates  of  Germany  have 
arbitrators  eftabiifiied  amongil  them,  (Hied  Aujtregx. 

We 
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France,  Languedoc,  Brittany,  Provence,  Al- 
face,  Flanders,  the  Artois,  and  the  provinces 
of  Foix,  Navarre,  and  Bigorre,  are  legally 
reprefented  •,  and,  throughout  the  whole 
kingdom,  the  tribunals  carefully  watch  over 
the  prefervation  of  properties.  Caftile,  and 
Arragon//)  formerly  had  dates,  but  thefe 
people  have  now  loft  them,  whilft  in  their 

place,  is  fubftituted  a  certain  I  the  king,  which 
, might 

We  muft  have  often  obferved  the  princes  of  the  empire, 
afting  as  mediators  between  an  opprefled  people,  and 
their  fovereigns.  Of  this,  the  duke  of  Wurtemburgh 
hath  given  a  recent  inftance. 

(t)  The  kingdom  of  Arragon  formerly  enjoyed  a 
privilege,  to  which  all  nations  have  a  natural  right, 
but  which  no  exertions  of  human  fortitude,  andwifdom, 
have  ever  yet  been  able  to  maintain,  for  any  length  of 
time,  inviolate.  la  virtue  of  a  folemn  contract,  entered 
into  by  the  people,  and  their  firft  monarch,  and  ratified 
by  all  his  fucceffors,  it  became  lawful  to  take  up  arms 
againft  the  fovereign,  who  fhould  infringe  the  liberties 
of  his  fubjefts.  Peter  of  Arragon  prevailed  on  the 
Cortes,  or  parliaments  to  abolifh  this  right ;  and,  after- 
wards, Philip  the  fecond,  who,  like  a  true  tyrant,  al- 
ways concluded  that  if  a  nation  had  a  fingle  right  re. 
maining,  they  enjoyed  one  too  many,  reduced  them 
into  the  mod  abjedl  ftate  of  fubjeftion.  Dr.  Bufching 
obferves  that  Philip  the  fifth,  incenfed  againft  the  Ar- 
ragonians,  for  having,  in  1605,  efpoufed  the  canfe  of 
the  Archduke  Charles  the  third,  annulled  all  their  pri- 
vileges ;  but  it  feems  more  evident  that  Philip  the  fe» 
cond  had  left  this  ready  done  to  his  hands.  K» 
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might  with  reafon  prove  fomewhat  offensive 
to  the  ear  of  an  Athenian.  This  alfo  muft 
be  confefifed  •,  on  fome  occafions,  times  of 
oppreffion  arife,  during  which,  privileges 
deep*,  but  were  the  ancient  republics  without 
their  demagogues  ?  did  Alcibiades,  Amilcar, 
or  Sylla  leave  much  power  in  the  hands  of 
the  people  ? 

The  reader  will  pleafe  to  obferve,  that  in 
this  parallel,  I  have  not  gone  beyond  the  li- 
mits of  the  continent ;  but  were  I  to  take  in 
North-America,  I  might  well  fet  Solon,  and 
Lycurgus  at  defiance,  by  oppofing  to  them, 
only  Lock,  and  William  Penn.  Let  us  ex- 
amine the  laws  of  Penfylvania,  and  Carolina, 
and  compare  them  with  the  laws  of  Sparta, 
and  we  fhall  find  them  differing  from  each 
other,  like  the  domeftic  government  of  a 
farm,  and  the  rules  of  the  order  of  Saint  Be- 
nedift.  Who  will  not  enjoy  a  pleafing  fenfa- 
tion.  when  he  reflects,  that  a  tract  of  more 
than  four  thoufand  fquare  leagues,  is  now  in- 
creafing  its  population,  under  the  aufpices  of 
liberty,  and  reafon,  whilft  every  inhabitant 
feels  that  the  leading  principle  of  its  moral 
fyftem  is  equality,  as  the  leading  principle  of 
its  political  fyftem  is  agriculture? 

N  2  CHAP. 
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CHAP.    V. 


Continuation  of  the  preceding  fubj eft.  Agricul- 
ture and  population  are  the  trueft  proofs  of  the 
bappimfs  of  the  people. 


JL  F  we  reckon  only  nations  under  fettled 
forms  of  government,  it  muft  be  evident, 
from  the  courfe  of  thefe  enquiries,  that  the 
modern  nations  are  much  more  inftrucled, 
and  can  boaft  of  at  leaft  as  ample  a  portion 
of  liberty,  as  ever  was  enjoyed  by  any  of  the 
ancient  nations.  But  as  knowledge,  and  even 
liberty  are  only  ferviceable  fo  far  as  they  con- 
cur towards  the  acquifition  of  the  greateft  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  greateft  number  of  individuals,  it 
becomes  neceflary  to  enquire  whether  alfo 
from  thefe  circumftances  we  may  draw  fuch 
conclufions,  as  have  been  already  proved  by 

former 
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former  ind uclions.     We  have  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  that  the  felicity  of  mankind  is  as  great 
during  the  prefent  times,  as  it  hath  been  in 
any  sera  whatfoever.     Let  us  now  feek  out 
for  fome  diftinguifhing  mark,  fome  particular 
fymptoms  which  may  ferve  33  the  ftandards 
of  this  Public  Happinefs.     The  two  proofs 
which  will  naturally  prefent  themfelves,  are 
agriculture,  and  population.     I  name  agri- 
culture before  population,  becaufe  that  when- 
foever  a  large  quantity  of  land,  within  a  na- 
tion not  compofed  of  an  extenfive  number 
of  individuals,  is  induftrioufly,  and  carefully 
cultivated,    the  confequence   muft  be,    that 
this  nation  will  confume  a  great  deal,  and 
add  to  the  necefiary  aliments  of  life,    thofc 
comforts,  and  conveniences,  which  form  the 
happinels  of  life.     If,  on  the  contrary,  the 
increafe  of  the  people  be  in  proportion  to  the 
increafe  of  agriculture,  what  can  be  concluded 
from  hence,  but  that  this  multiplication  of 
the  human  fpecies,  like  the  multiplication  of 
every  other  fpecies,    ariles  folely  from   their - 
well-being?    agriculture   is,    therefore,    not 
only  a  diftinguifhing  mark  of  the  felicity  of 
the  people,  but  anterior,    and  preferable  to 
the  fymptoms  of  population. 

N  3  Is 
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Is  the  agriculture  of  the  moderns  fuperior 
to  the  agriculture  of  the  ancients  ?  were  this 
queftion  to  be  confidered  in  its  full  extent, 
it  would  require  a  feparate  work.  There  is 
no  fubject  which  could  afford  more  ample 
room  to  the  parade  of  erudition,  and  in  this 
confideration,  the  learned  muft  perceive  a 
powerful  allurement.  But  yet,  of  all  the  en- 
quiries into  the  fituations  of  antiquity,  this 
enquiry  hath  been  the  moft  neglected.  As 
for  me,  I  mall  think  it  fufficient  to  hazard 
fome  conjectures,  and  to  fupport  them  by 
fome  few  authorities,  perfuaded  as  I  am,  that 
whenfoever  a  writer  feels  no  inclination  to  be- 
come polemical,  it  cannot  be  difficult  to 
mark  thofe  principal  points,  on  which  an  im- 
partial man  mould  reft  his  opinion.  Heaps 
of  erudition  are  only  for  the  obftinate  critic, 
whom  they  cannot  convert;  to  the  judiciqus 
reader,  who  might  otherwife  be  enlightened, 
they  are  terrible. 

Although  Terentius  Varro,  and  Columella 
have  cited  a  great  number  of  Greek  authors, 
who  have  written  on  agricuhure,(X)  I  mould 

ima- 

(u)  Magna  porro  et  Grzcorum  turba  eft  de  rufticis 
rebus  pnecipiens,  &c.  (Col.  de  re  ruftica,  lib.  i. 

cap. 
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imagine  that  in  our  days,  when  we  mention  the 
modes  of  cultivation,  peculiar  to  the  ancients, 
we  let  forward  from  the  firft  ages  of  Rome. 
At  the  beginning,  two  acres  (journaux^)  (x) 
included  all  the  land  belonging  to  each  fa- 
mily. In  the  more  profperous  times,  when 
the  republic  became  enriched  by  conquefts, 
fome  ambitious  magiftrates,  defirous  of  pur- 
chafing  the  favour  of  the  people,  by  an  ex- 
traordinary act  of  condefcenfion,  propofed  to 
allot  fevcn  acres  to  every  family,  a  divifion 
which  was  confidered  as  exorbitant,  and  which 
never  took  place.  From  hence  the  moderns 
have  concluded  that  the  Roman  agriculture 
muft  have  been  carried  to. the  higheft  per- 
fection, fmce  two  acres  of  land  were  iufficient 
ftft?  N  4  for 

cap.    i.)     Terentius    Varro    mentions    the     names\  of 
£fty. 

(?)  It  is  thus  that  I  fhall  always  tranflate  the  word 
juger,  fmce  it  doth  not  relate  precifely  to  any  of  our 
meafures.  Thejuger  contained  twenty-eight  thoufand, 
eight  hundred  fquare  feet,  which  is  fomewhat  more 
than  half  an  acre.  According  to  Arbuthnot,  two  j ti- 
ger a  are  one  Englilh  acre,  and  a  quarter,  a  meafure 
rather  exceeding  the  French  arptnt  royal.  But  the  pro- 
duce of  thejuger  may  be  better  eftimated,  by  a  paffage 
in  Columella,  lib.  2.  c  9.  where,  treating  of  feed,  he 
obfervei,  "jugerum  agri  pinguis,  plerumque  modios  tritici 
,  nisdiocris  quinine  pojiutat. 
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for  the  fubfiftance  of  a  whole  family,  in 
which  we  may  reckon  about  five  perfons. 
But  thefe  admirers  of  antiquity  were  not 
aware  that  even  the  proofs  which  they  brought 
to  fupport  their  opinion,  tended  to  its  de- 
ftruction,  according  to  the  common  proverb, 
who  proves  too  much,  proves  nothing.  We  may 
reckon  that  in  a  labouring  family,  each  in- 
dividual annually  confumes  VNQ  fetters  of  corn, 
an  allowance  being  made  for  the  women,  and 
children.  To  a  Roman  family,  therefore, 
ten  fetters  of  corn  were  annually  neceffary. 
Now,  it  feldom  happens,  howfoever  well  cul- 
tivated the  land  may  be,  that  there  is  no  oc- 
cafion  for  it,  at  any  time,  to  lie  fallow  -,(y) 
and  that  land  which  produces  a  return  from 
the  feed  fown  of  feven  to  one,  may  be  counted 
good  land.  Two  Jugera,  the  meafure  of 

which 

(y)  Columella recommends  a  domain  of  arable  lands, 
and  heath.  **  Ttrrtidfque  aliis  cultis  atque  aliis  Jil-uejlri- 
lus>  et  afperis"  (1.  I.  c.  2.)  This  pafTage  proves  that 
then,  as  in  the  prefent  times,  many  parts  of  Italy  con. 

fitted  of  heaths,  and  bad  lands T  have  retained 

the  fetier  in  the  translation,  to  avoid  a  blunder,  by  an 
attempt  to  reduce  it  into  an  Englifh  meafure;  and  the 
rather,  becaufe  the  authority  to  which  I  have  referred, 
makes  the/etier,  (corn  meafure)  twelve  bufhels.  The 
"Paris /etier,  (wine  meafure}  is  four  quarts.  K. 
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which  did  not  exceed  by  a  quarter  the  meafure 
of  a  Paris  acre,  could  Icarcely  have  produced, 
including  the  year  of  fallowing,  and  a  year 
of  fervice,    more  than   fix  fetiers  of  wheat, 
and  about  an  equal  quantity  of  barley,  fetting 
afide  the  feed  necefiary  to  be  fown.     We  will 
fuppofe  that  the   moft  afliciuous  cultivation 
could  have  occafioned  thefe  lands  to  furnifh 
an  annual  crop,  yet  ftill  it  is  to  be  prefumed 
that  the  fole  product  of  the  third  year  would 
be  fome  lupines,  fome  bad  peas,  cr  ibme  other 
pulfe  of  this  kind.     Thus  our  Roman  family 
will  only  have  commimibus  annis,  two  fetiers 
of  wheat,  and  four  fetters  of  barley  to  fubfift 
on.     If  this  calculation  be  too  low,  and  the 
fertility  of  a  well  cultivated  piece  of  land 
fhould,  like  a  garden,  be  judged  greatly  to 
furpafs  the  fertility  of  our  extenfive  fields,  let 
the  product  be'  doubled,  and  it  will  be  found 
that   ftill  there  are  not  two  fetiers  of  corn  to 
every   head,  without  reckoning  that  it  may 
be  obferved,    that  if  the  daily  culture  of  a 
fmall  fpot  of  ground  can  render  it  more  fer- 
tile, than   the  foil  of  a  large  farm,  this  ad- 
vantage is  allb  counterbalanced  by  the  want 
of  dung,  marl,  and  other  manure. 

But 
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But  mankind  (land  in  need  of  fomething 
more  than  food  -,  they  muft  have  arms,  rai- 
ment, furniture,  and  utenfils.  I  readily  al- 
low that  in  a  warm  climate,  a  great  deal  of 
cloathing  is  not  wanted  •,  but  let  it  be  re- 
membered, that  a  much  more  plentiful  crop 
hath  been  raifed  from  the  earth,  than  can  be 
expected  from  fuch  a  foil  as  that  within  the 
neighbourhood  of  Rome;  that  in  fpite  of  all 
this,  the  quantity  of  corn  fufficient  for  fub- 
fiftance, was  not  produced,  and  that,  of 
courfe,  no  ground  remained  for  the  culture  of 
hemp,  fruit-trees,  timber,  &c.  From  hence, 
it  follows,  that  it  was  necefiary  for  fome  other 
labour,  befides  agriculture,  to  aid  in  pro- 
curing a  fubfiftance  for  the  people.  Now,  by 
whom  could  this  labour  have  been  paid  for, 
unlefs  by  thofe  who  enjoyed  a  fuperfluity,  by 
thofe  who  had  a  fubfiftance  beyond  their 
wants,  that  is  to  fay,  who  poffeffed  more 
land  than  was  requifite  for  their  confumption, 
and  the  confumption  of  their  family  ?  but 
from  the  moment  that  we  admit  of  an  un- 
equal diftribution,  it  is  no  longer  aftoniming  , 
that  a  family  can  fubfift  with  two  acres  of 
land,  becaufe  each  individual,  exclufive  of 
his  property,  reaps  the  fruits  of  his  induftry^ 

and 
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and  it  is  evident,  that  in  many  villages  of 
France,  feveral  families  live  comfortably,  and 
yet  have  no  ground  in  their  hands.  If  we 
can  rely  on  Plutarch,  Numa  divided  the  ci- 
tizens of  Rome  into  different  companies  of 
trades,  fuch  as  the  companies  of  carpenters, 
of  tailors,  of  goldfmiths,  of  dyers,  Scc.(z) 
Now,  thefe  trades  neceffarily  reprefent  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  manufactures,  and  this  quan- 
tity of  manufactures  reprefents  an  overplus 
of  fubfiftance,  as  well  amongft  the  rich,  as 
within  the  public  revenues  :  but  what  idea 
can  be  conceived  of  any  diviiion  of  land, 
before  this  fame  Numa,  who  was  the  firft 

who 


(z)  See  the  life  of  Numa  Pompilius.  Mr.  Hook,  in 
his  Roman  hiftory,  hath  obferved  that  this  divifion  is 
not  mentioned  either  by  Livy,  or  Dionyfms  Kalicar- 
naffius,  and  that  it  is  even  contrary  to  what  this  laft 
writer  afferts,  namely,  that  only  two  kinds  of  occu- 
pations were  then  known  at  Rome  ;  and  thefe  were  war, 
and  agriculture.  It  is  a  pity  that  the  hiflorians  of  an- 
tiquity do  not  quote  the  authorities  to  which  they  may 
have  had  recourfe.  At  prefent,  Livy,  and  Dionyfius 
are  the  only  authors  we  know  of,  for  the  firft  ages  of 
the  republic;  but  Plutarch  poffibly  met  with  other 
fources  of  information.  Befides,  as  the  Romans  had 
ceremonial  habits,  facrifices,  temples,  aqueduds,  and 
bridges,  there  muft  have  been  tailors,  carpenters, 
jnafons,  Stc. 
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who  ordered  the  boundaries  of  farms  to  be 
marked  out,  and  rendered  them  facred,  by 
the  celebration  of  facrifices,  in  honour  to  the 
God  Terminus?  the  words  of  Dionyfius  Ha- 
JicarnafTius  merit  a  particular  attention.  Nu- 
ma  (faith  he)  commanded  every  proprietor  t& 
circumscribe  bis  eftate,  and  to  mark  out.  the 
boundaries  of  it  with  Jlones,  which  received  the 
name  of  Terminalia.(a)  It  is  to  be  obferved 
that  he  doth  not  fay  that  Numa  ordered  the 
divifions  to  be  verified,  nor  that  he  directed 
a  new  furvey  to  be  made,  but  only  that  he 
enjoined  each  proprietor  to  mark,  out  the 
boundaries,  of  his  eftate. 

Let  us  again  confult  Dionyfius  Halicar- 
naffius  :  we  mall  learn  from  him,  that  Tullus 
Hoftilius  conciliated  the  affections  of  the 
people,  by  dividing  amongft  them  thofe  roya^ 
domains  which  Numa  had  left  him  :  for  the 
kings  (adds  our  author  1  pofiejjisd  rich  and  fer- 
tile fields,  from  the  product  of  which  they 
raifed  a  Efficiency  to  defray  the  expence  of  the 
facrifices^  and  keep  up  their  fylendid  manner  of 
living.  Tullus  parted  his  domains  amongtl 

the 


(a)  KtAic-aj  yuf  exarw  ire^yfx-^-ci-i  rr,»  ia.vrti  tu^tnt,  x»i 
fffon  XiSot?  ETT*  TOIJ  opo»j,  &c.  Antiq.  Rom.  lib.  2.  C.  74* 
pag.  128.  torn.  i.  Edit.  Oxor..  1704. 
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the  pooreft  individuals,  who,  by  thefe  means, 
perceived  themfelves  relieved  from  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  working  as  mercenaries,  (b)  His 
fuccefibr  Ancus  Martius,  on  his  acccffion  to 
the  throne,  recalled  the  attention  of  the  people 
to  agriculture,  and  'renewed  the  eftablim- 
ments  introduced  by  Numa.  But,  at  that 
time,  a  divifion  was  not  the  matter  in  quefti- 
on,  any  more  than  under  the  reign  of  Tar- 
quin  the  elder.  From  what  epoch  therefore 
mud  we  date  it?  and  why,  at  the  eflablifh- 
ment  of  the  Cenfus,  by  Servius  Tullius,  do 
we,  on  a  fudden,  obferve  fo  ftriking  a  dif- 

ference 


(i)   Xi>pa»  eip^oc  IfaipEToi*  ol 


TJJ  (p^cn.nfu'jra.  T8;  awop»?  TUV  irohwur 
ytra?  Xarpat'cvTa;  TO«J  aXAoij.  1.  3.  C.  I.  p.  132. 
From  this  paflage,  it  may  be  obferved,  firft,  that  in 
the  reign  of  Tullus  Hoftilius,  there  were  citizens  who 
had  no  farms,  and  who  lived  by  the  labour  of  their 
hands  ;  fecondly,  that  this  divifion  was  made  according 
to  every  head,  xar  a*S|«,  and  not  according  to  every  fa- 
mily ;  thirdly,  that  it  is  evident,  that  from  this  period, 
there  were  citizens  in  fuch  a  fituation,  as  enabled  them. 
to  pay  for  the  labour  of  others.  All  thefe  circum- 
flances  overthrow  the  notions  which  we  have  conceived 
of  the  agriculture,  divifions  of  land,  and  equality 
which  reigned  amcngft  the  ancient  Romans. 
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ference  in  eftates,  and  fuch  a  multitude  of 
rich  citizens  ?  fourfcore  centuries,  or  com- 
panies, were  to  be  compofed  folely  of  thofc 
citizens  who  were  worth  an  hundred  min<et 
or  about  three  hundred  and  thirty  founds  fter- 
ling,  a  confiderable  fum,  if  we  recollect  the 
fcarcity  of  fpecies,  and  the  want  of  com- 
merce, which  circumftances  muft  have  in- 
creafed  it  in  a  decuple  proportion.^  Now, 
I  would  afk  if  a  property  of  two,  four,  or 

feven 

(c)  In  the  time  of  Polybius,  living  was  fo  cheap 
that,  at  the  inns,  no  prices  of  provifions  was  fpecified, 
but  a  traveller  was  fupplied  with  as  much  as  he  could 
reafonably  want,  at  the  rate  of  a  quarter  of  an  obelus, 
which  is  not  a  third  of  an  Englifh  penny.  (See  Polyb. 
Paris  1609,  fol.  lib.  2.  p.  103.)  The  price  of  fix  Eng- 
lifh pecks  of  wheat  was  not,  at  the  moft,  above  fix- 
pence  fterling.  (See  a  learned  work,  written  by  Mr.  du 
Pres  de  St.  Maur,  entitled,  Recbercbes  fur  les  monnoies, 
ch.  3.)  .....  This  gentleman,  who  is  Matter  of  the 
Accounts,  and  one  of  the  forty,  belonging  to  the 
Prench  academy,  tranflated,  in  the  earlier  part  of  his 
life,  the  "  Paradife  loft"  of  Milton.  Lewis  Racine, 
the  fon  of  the  celebrated  dramatic  writer,  employed 
his  powers  in  the  fame  attempt,  but  with  unequal  fuc- 
cefs.  The  fire,  and  majefty  of  our  immortal  bard 
bjaze,  although  by  intervals,  and,  probably,  with  di- 
minifhed  luftre,  in  the  glowing  numbers  of  Saint  Maur; 
in  the  cold  verfion  of  Racine,  they  are  totally  e.xtin- 
guifhed.  K. 
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fcven  acres  of  land,  could  ever  have  repre- 
fented  fuch  a  capital,  and  if,  witbin  a  coun- 
try exclufively  attached  to  agriculture,  this 
Cenfus  ought  not  to  have  been  fettled,  rather 
from  a  meafurement  of  land,  than  a  valua- 
tion of  fpecies.(XJ  It  is  more  reafonable  to 
fuppofe  that  Numa,  Tullus,  and  Servius 
concluded  it  expedient  that  each  family  mould 
poiTefs  a  certain  quantity  of  land,  with  a 
double  view  of  enabling  them  to  acquire  fomc 
fubTiftance,  and  fecuring  their  attachment  to 
their  native  country  ;  that,  in  fact,  two  acres 
of  land  were  confidered  as  the  fmalleft  por- 
tion which  could  pofiibly  have  been  allotted, 
but  that,  this  Minimum  having  been  fixed, 

no 

(d)  Livy,  and  Dionyfius  Halicarnaffius  alfo  furnlfh 
us  with  feveral  paflages,  from  which  we  may  infer  that 
an  inequality  of  fortune  prevailed  amongft  the  Romans, 
from  the  earliefl  times  of  the  republic.  I  mail  quote 
but  one  pafTage.  Thefe  two  authors  agree  in  afTerting 
that  Horatius  Codes  received,  as  the  reward  of  his  va- 
lour, as  much  land,  as  he  could  plough  round  about 

in  a  day Agri  quantum  uno  die  circumaravit 

datum.  (Tit.  Liv.) 

The  text  df  Dionyfius  Halicarnaffius  positively  men- 
tions the  fame  faft.  Now,  at  that  period,  fuch  a  pof- 
feffion  could  not  have  been  thought  exorbitant.  Eefides, 
it  is  well  known,  with  what  moderation  the  Romaoi 
conferred  lucrative  rewards. 
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no  precaution  was  taken  to  limit  the  too  great 
extent  of  property;  in  fhort,  that  an  inequa- 
lity of  fortunes  made  its  firft  appearance  wkh 
the  kings,  and  continued  to  exift  always 
during  the  republic.  It  is  thus,  that  we  are 
to  explain  the  reafon  why,  after  a  laple  of 
almoll  four  hundred  years,  from  the  foun- 
dation of  Rome,  the  people  ftill  complained 
that  the  lands  were  only  distributed  to  them, 
at  the  rate  of  two  acres  to  each  family,  whilft 
fome  Patricians,  who  held  more  than  five 
hundred  acres,  enjoyed  a  property  equivalent 
to  the  mares  of  three  hundred  citizens  •,  and, 
what  is  well  worthy  of  our  notice,  they  added, 
that  the  land  given  to  them,  was  fcarcely  ilif- 
ricient  for  their  dwelling,  or  even  for  their 
grave  -9(e)  a  proof  that  it  was  not,  at  that 

period, 

(e)  "  Auderent  ne  p'oftulare  ut  quum  bina  jugera 
agri  plebi  dividerenter  ipfis  plus  quinquaginta  jugera 
habere  liceret  ?  ut  iinguli  prope  trecentorum  civium 
poffiderent  agros,  plebeio  homini  vix  ad  te&um  necefla- 
rium,  aut  locum  fepulturze  fuus  pateret  ager."  (Tit. 
Liv.  lib.  6.) 

In  order  properly  to  underftand  this  paflage,  and,  in 
general,  to  take  in  the  full  {"cope  of  the  great  queltion, 
relative  to  the  divifion  of  lands,  it  muft  be  recollected 
that  thefe  divisions  were  made  alfo  by  colonies,  and 
that  the  Patricians,  whether  through  pride,  or  through 

av-rice, 
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period,  fuppofed  that  a  family  could  have 
fubfifted  on  two  acres  of  ground.  In  the 
fame  manner,  when  we  obferve  that,  in  the 
fequel,  an  accufation  of  having  harboured 
fecret  defigns,  and  flattered  the  people,  was 
levelled  againft  thofe,  who  would  have  intrp- 
duced  an  allotment  of  feven  acres  of  land, 
VOL.  II.  O  we 

avarice,  or  in  {hort,  with  a  political  view  of  keeping 
ihe  people  in  a  ftate  of  degradation,    obftinately  per- 
fifted  in  modelling  the  new  diftributions  of  ground, 
after  that  firft  plan  of  allotment,    of  which  their  an- 
ceftors  had  given   them  an  example.     I  mould  imagine 
that  this  was  a  double  aft  of  injuftice.     Firft,  becaufe, 
circumftances  varying,  the  extent  of  lands  being  more 
confiderable,  and  the  public  treafury  more  opulent,  it 
feemed  reafonable,  that   the  diftributions  amongft  the 
citizens,    mould  have  been  more  ample,  and  advan- 
tageous, at  fuch  a  period,    than  it  had  been,  in  the 
time  pail.     Secondly,  becaufe  the  new   colonifts  were 
forced  to  refide  within  their  little  territories ;  whereas 
the  ancient  Plebeians  having   received   a   divifion  of 
lands,    fituated  within  the   neighbourhood  of  Rome, 
were  enabled  to  cultivate  them,  without  being  obliged 
either  to  build  on  the  fpot,  or  to  quit  the  city.     As  to 
the  reft,  I  muft  ftill  repeat,  that  all  this  proves  nothing 
in  favour  of  the  Roman  agriculture  ;    for  the  colonifts 
will  conftantly  think  two  acres  in  a  good  country  fuf- 
ficiently  alluring  :  the  families  of  colonifts  being  in  ge- 
neral confined   to  three  peffons ;    and  befides,  all  the 
refources  of  induftry  were  left  to  thofe,  who  could  not 
fubfift  on  the  product  of  their  ground. 


we  muft  underftand  this,  as  {till  referring  to 
the  portions,  divided  amongft  the  colonifts, 
or  to  the  (mailed  diftribution  enjoyed  by  the 
moft  inconfiderable  citizen.  Now,  as  a  great 
number  of  the  Plebeians  had  either  fold,  or 
alienated  their  properties,  it  muft  have  been 
very  difficult  to  have  found  near  Rome,  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  land  to  have  fupported 
a  diftribution  of  feven  acres,  amongft  thefe 
individuals ;  nor  could  fuch  a  plan  have  been 
executed,  without  confiderably  diminishing 
the  revenues  of  the  public  treafury,  or  with- 
out attacking  the  properties  of  the  Patricians, 
a  circumftance  of  which  they  were  by  far  the 
moft  apprehenfive.  In  fact,  there  are  but 
few  inftances  of  a  conduct  more  iniquitous, 
than  the  conduct  of  thefe  vertuous  Patricians, 
fo  revered  by  all  hiftorians,  excepting  Mr* 
Hooke.f/j  It  is  in  this  conduct  that  every 

kind 

(f)  I  fhould  have  felt  a  painful  emotion  of  furprife, 
if  my  illuftrious  friend,  who  thinks,  and  writes  with 
all  the  freedom  of  an  honeft  man,  had  joined  the  fer- 
vile  herd  of  imitators,  and  blamed  the  ftruggles  which 
were  made  for  liberty.  It  is  to  Montefquieu,  that  he 
jefigns  the  fhameful  "  difficulty  of  determining  whether 
"  the  infolence  <vjitb  which  the  Plebeians  made  their  de- 
or  the  eajy  condffcenfan  with  which  the  Senate 

"  granted 
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kind  of  enormity  is  interwoven,  from  the 
condemnation  of  Speius  CafEus,  to  the  mur- 
der of  the  Gracchi :  but  this  we  have  animad- 
verted on,  in  a  former  part  of  the  work. 
Let  us  keep  within  the  bounds  of  our  fub- 
jeft,  and,  fince  we  are  convinced  that  the 
diftributions  of  lands,  amongft  the  Romans, 
prove  nothing  in  favour  of  agriculture,  en- 
quire whether  there  exift  other  pofitive  au- 
thorities, capable  of  throwing  more  light  on 
this  queftion. 

Amidft  the  great  number  of  ancient  au- 
thors, who'  have  written  on  agriculture,  four 
only  have  pafled  to  pofterity  :  Marcus  Portius 
Cato,  Marcus  Terentius   Varro,  Virgil,  and 
O  2  Co- 

"  granted  them,  was  the  greatejl"\  The  compliment 
to  Mr.  Hooke  is  a  laurel  over  his  grave,  which  will  not 
wither  ;  but  if  the  Chevalier  imagines  that  this  author 
hath  an  excluiive  right  to  it,  to.  inform  him  that  he  is 
miftaken,  can  be  no  ungrateful  return  to  thatjuftice, 
which  he  hath  fhewn  an  Englifhman.  Mr.  de  Beau- 
fort, a  native  of  France,  hath  deviated,  like  Mr.  Hooke, 
from  the  fentiments  of  an  unfeeling  multitude,  and,  in 
his  "  Republique  Romaine"  approved  of  that  inflexible 
refolution,  with  which  the  Plebeians  oppofed  a  moil 
abandoned  fet  of  tyrants,  and,  in  fome  meafure,  fe- 
cured  their  privileges  from  encroachments,  which  were 
calculated  entirely  to  deftroy  them.  K. 

f  See  "  Efprit  desloix," 
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Co\ume\h.(g)     We  fliall  not  here  enter  into 
a  detail  of  thofe  precepts  which  they  have 
tranfmitted  to  us.     It  will  be  fufficient  fimply 
to  obferve  that  if  they  differ  in  fome  parts  of 
this  detail,  ft  ill  they  agree  with  tolerable  ex- 
aclnefs,  relatively  to  their  general  principles, 
and  concur  in  giving  us  the  fame  idea  of  the 
culture  peculiar  to  the  Romans.     From  their 
writings,  we  may  reafonably  infer  that  their 
methods    of    cultivation    approached   much 
nearer  to  the  practice  adopted,  in  the  prefent 
times,  throughout  Languedoc,  Provence,  and 
Italy,  than  to  the  cuftom   in  the  corn-coun- 
tries, that  is  to  fay,  that  they   gave  the  pre- 
ference to  olive-trees,    fruit-trees,    and,    in 
particular,  to  the  vine,    a  fpecies  of  culture 
which  feems,  above  all  others,  fuited  to  hot 
climates.     As  to   arable  lands,  we  have  no 
proofs  of  their  having  been  more  fertile,  than 
they  are  in  our  days,    and   in  our  climates. 
The  ancients  fowed  on  an  acre  of  land  about 
four,    or  five  modii  of  wheat,  that  is,  about 
fix,    or  feven   pecks,    and  an  half,   Englifli 

corn  meafure.f^J     It  is  true  indeed  that  Tc- 

rentius 

(g)  May  we  not  add  to  this  lift  Palladius  Rutilius?  K. 

{ b)  Jugerum  agri  pinguis  plerumqite  mod: 03  triiic:  yua- 

tuor,  mediocris  quinque  pnftulat :    adorci   msdit;  i:o-vtm,  Ji 
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rentius  Varro  mentions  fome  places  in  Italy, 
where  the  feed  returns  ten,  and  even  as  far  as 
fifteen  to  one  •,  but  his  manner  of  expreffing 
himfelf  evidently  proves  that  he  confidered 
fuch  a  product,  as  very  uncommon,  and  that 
it  was  not  to  be  met  with  in  the  neighbour, 
hood  of  Rome.(/)  Befides,  Cicero  (whofe 
authority  muft  be  allowed  to  have  additional 
weight,  as  this  celebrated  orator  was  himfelf 
a  great  farmer)  informs  us,  that  the  feed 
ufually  returned  eight  to  one,  and  that  when 
the  return  was  as  ten  to  one,  all  the  gods 
were  fuppofed  to  have  been  propitious  to  this 
increafe.(£)  The  greater  part  of  the  lands 
lay  fallow  during  every  other  year.  Virgil 
and  Columella  recommend  this  practice  for 
thofe  lands,  which  produce  barley,  or 
O  3  wheat. 


eft  l<etumfclum,  Jt  mediocre^  decem  dejiderat.  (Colum.  1.  2. 
c.  9.)  Varro  allows  one  modtus  more  to  each  acre,  but 
this  pra&ice  doth  not  differ  greatly  from  our  practice. 

(i)  Seruntur  faba  modii  IV.  in  jugero,  tritici  V.  ordei 

VI.  farris  X. Obfer<vabis Quantum 

valet  regio  ut  in  eodem  femine  alicubi,  cum  decimo  repeat \ 
alicubi  cum  quinquedecimo,  ut  in  Etruria,  et  locis  aliquot 
in  Italia. 

(k)  Ager  ejficit  cum  oftavo  ut  bene  agatur.  Veritfi  ut 
vmnes  dii  adju-~ventt  cum  decimo.  .  .  .  (in  Verrem.) 
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wheat.(/)  It  is  true  indeed  that  Varro  men- 
tions certain  lands,  which  never  lay  fallow, 
but  thefe  were  Olinthian  lands,  and  not  in 
Italy  ;  this  alfo  was  ftill  lefs  the  cafe,  within 
the  neighbourhood  of  Rome.  Befides,  the 
fame  author  immediately,  and  without  dif- 
fenting  from  his  method,  quotes  one  Lici- 
nius,  whofe  advice  it  is  that  the  lands  mould 
lie  fallow,  every  other  year.(w)  The  finglc 
word  #fert«3*»,(»)  intended  to  exprefs  a  fal- 
low land,  fufficiently  proves  that  this  cuftom 
was  common  amongft  the  Romans.  It  is  allb 
evident  from  feveral  other  paflages,  that  all 
the  ground  was  not  cultivated.  Such  is  the 
paflage  in  which  Columella  recommends  the 
choice  of  a  domain,  competed  of  arable 

lands, 

(4)  Ordeum  niji  fslutum  et  ficciur.  locum  ncn  patitnr, 
eique  ilia  vidbus  ar.norum  requietum  agitatumque  alternis^ 
ft  quam  ItstiJJimum  volunt  arvum.  (Col.  1.  2.  c.  9.) 

"  Alternis  idem  tonfas  cefTare  novales 

*'  Et  fegnem  patiere  fitu  durefcere  campum." 

(Virg.  Georg.  lib.  i.) 

(m)  Agrum  alternis  annis  relinqui  oportet,  aut  fau/o  Ic- 
I'ioribus  feminibils  ferere  id  eft  qua  minus  fugunt  tetrum. 
(1.  i.  c.44.) 

(ri]  Ver-vailum?  (i.  e.  were  aflumy  i.  e.  iverno  ttttipcre 
pratum,)  land  that  hath  been  fallow,  and  is  turned  in 
the  fpring  to  be  fown  the  next  year.  (Ainfvvorth's  dift. 
laired,  by  Morell,  1773.) 
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lands,  and  of  uncultivated  lands.  (0)  I  allow 
that  it  may  be  objected  to  me,  that  this  author 
hath  written  at  a  time,  when  agriculture  was 
falling  to  decay,  amongft  the  Romans  j  but 
it  would  be  eaiy  to  demonftrate,  that  at  every 
period,  they  had  vaft  paftures,  and  untilled 
lands.  It  might  alfo  be  added  that  the  fa- 
mines, of  which  the  firft  ages  of  the  republic 
afford  us  frequent  inftances,  and  the  im- 
portations of  corn  from  Sicily,  and  Greece, 
allowed  on  different  occafions,  form  new  pre- 
fumptions  which  rife  in  oppofition  to  that  fm- 
gular  preference,  given  by  fome,  totheRoman 
agriculture,  rather  than  to  the  modern  agri- 
culture. As  to  the  agriculture  of  certain 
privileged  countries,  fuch  as  Sicily,  fome 
parts  of  Greece,  Egypt,  and  feveral  pro- 
vinces of  Afia  Minor,  it  need  only  be  men- 
tioned to  congratulate  thofe  happy  regions  on 
the  nature  of  their  climate,  and  their  foil, 
which  almoft  fpontaneoufly  produce  that 
which  cannot  be  railed  elfewhere,  but  by  a 
long,  and  toilfome  labour.(p)  The  only  cir- 
O  4  cumftance 

(0}  Terrenifqne  aliis  cultis,  atque  aliis  Jil<vejiribust  et 
afperis.  (1.  i.  c.  2.) 

(p)  Mauritania,  Barbary,  and  Egypt,  although  Jan- 
guifhing  under  an  opprefiive  government,  Hill  enjoy 

this 
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cumftance  to  be  enquired  into,  is,  whether 
the  laws  of  the  ancients,  and  their  applicati- 
on to  the  arts  of  hufbandry,  enabled  them  to 
eftablifh  a  ftate  of  agriculture,    iuperior  to 
our  ftate  of  agriculture,  abrtraded  from  every 
local  advantage.     Now,  I  muft  confefs  that 
I  do  not  perceive  any  point  which  operates  in 
behalf  of  the  ancient  ftate  of   agriculture, 
nor  fhall  I  ever  fuppofe  that  there  can  be  the 
leaft  caufe  to  envy  it,  until  I  mall  have  been 
furniihed  with  new  arguments,  decifive  of  its 
pre-eminence.     On  the  contrary,  were  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  maintain   an  oppofite  opinion,  I 
fhould  not  be  at  a  lofs  for  reafons  fufficiently 
plaufible.     I   will  reft  contented   with  pro- 
ducing fuch,  as  feem  abfolutely  to  determine 
this  matter  in  favour  of  the  modern  ftate  of 
agriculture:    and  thefe  are  the  alteration  in 
the  temperature  of  the  air,  and  the  decreafe 
of  forefts.     Mr.  Hume  hath  obferved,  after 
Abbe  du  Bos,  that  "  Italy  is  warmer  at  pre- 
fenty  than  it  was  in  ancient  ti)txs."(fi     In  the 

four 

this  local  privilege  which  furmlhes  them  with  an  over- 
plus of  fubfiftance,  capable  of  fupplying  whole,  nations, 

(q)  It  muft  not  be  concealed  that  Mr.  Wallace  hath 
jnfwered  to  this  article  in  the  differtation,  written  by 

Mr* 
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four  hundred  and  eightieth  year  from  the 
foundation  of  Rome,  the  froft  deftroyed  all 
the  fruit-trees,  the  Tyber  was  entirely  frozen, 

and 


Mr.  Hume  ;  bat,  to  fay  the  truth,  he  feems  only  to  have 
anfwered  in  order  to  fupport  a  kind  of  wager,  that 
he  would  not  let  any  argument  pafs,  without  a  reply. 
He  hath  not  been  more  fuccefsful  on  this,  than  on  many- 
other  occafions.  He  produces  feme  inftances  of  fevere 
frofts  in  the  warm  climates.  He  mentions  alfo  the  win- 
ter of  1709.  (See  dijfertation  on  the  numbers  of  mankind  t 
Append,  p.  276.)  Doth  Juvenal  obferve  that  it  only 
happened  once  that  a  fuperftitious  woman  broke  the  ice 
of  the  T)  ber  ?  and  although  the  orange-trees  have 
fometimes  been  deftroyed  by  the  froft,  in  the  Hieres 
iflands,  and  at  Nice,  yet  when  1  perceive  thefe  trees 
growing  there,  in  the  open  ground,  whilftinall  France, 
and  in  Lombardy,  they  grow  only  in  tubs,  and  in  the 
green-houfe,  am  I  not  juflified  in  remarking  that  thofe 
parts  are  warmer,  than  elfevvhere  ?  Strabo  obferves 
that,  in  his  time,  no  grapes  ripened  north  of  the  Ce- 
vennes.  It  was  for  want  of  knowing  how  to  cultivate 
the  vine,  anfwers  Mr.  Wallace.  What  logic  !* 

From 


*  I  am  convinced  that  the  liberal  author  of  tits  work 
not  be  difpleaftd  to  find  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Wallace  quoted 
more  fully.  The  differtation  on  the  numbers  of  mankind  is 
become  fcarce,  and  therefore,  in  juftice  to  the  writer,  it  is 
proper  to  lay  before  the  reader,  ihofe  paj/ages,  to  'which  het 
f'jjfibly,  may  have  no  opportunity  of  referring.  1  am  not,  on 
this  occafion,  the  champion  of  Mr.  Wallace,  although  I  admire 
his  other  productions,  and,  in  tbem,  confefs  the  force,  andfi- 
of  bis  arguments.  (Neither  will  it  appear  that  the  tern- 

peiaturc 
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and  the  ground  was  covered  with  fnow, 
during  the  fpace  of  forty  days.  Juvenal,  in 
his  pi&ure  of  a  fuperftitious  woman,  repre- 

fents 

From  the  time  of  Columella,  an  alteration  was  felt 
in  the  temperature  of  the  air ;  as  is  evident  from  this 
paflage.  Multos  enim  jam  memorabiler  authores  comperi 
ferfuafur/t  babere  longo  ee^y'i  Jitu  qualitatem  cerli  ftatumque 
mutari.  Amongft  thefe  authors  he  quotes  Saferna,  in 
the  following  terms ;  Nam  eo  libra  quern  de  agricultural 
fcriptum  reliquit  mutatum  caeli  fiatum  Jic  colligit  quodqua 
regionis  aniea  propter  byemis  ajfiduam  <vtolentiam  nullam 
Jlirpem  <vitis  nut  olete  depojitam  cujlodire  potuerim,  nunc 
tnitigatojam  et  intepefcente  priftino  frigore,  largijjimis  oli- 
tritatilnu,  liberique  <vindcmiif  exuberent,  fed  hffc  five  falfay. 
feu  <uera  ratio  eft,  litteris  aftrclogitf  concedalur.  (lib.  I.) 
We  may  obferve,  from  the  doubt  in  which  Columella 
hath  left  us,  that  this  alteration  was  not,  during  his 

time> 

perature  of  climates  has  been  altered  by  the  culture  of  the 
earth,  from  what  Mr.  Hume  quotes  from  Strabo,  that 
"  north  of  the  Cevennes,  Gaul  produces  not  figs,  and  olives  j 
"  and  the  vines  which  have  been  planted  bear  not  grapes  that 
"  will  ripen  $"  for  fruits  are  very  different  from  corns,  and 
Other  things  which  are  necejfary  for  the  fubfiftance  of  man. 
Hence,  while  corn-fields  were  richly  cultivated,  the  culture 
of  fruits  might  have  made  flow  progrefs  from  one  country  to 
another,  Ib  that  the  want  of  them  might  have  been  owing  not 
to  want  of  heat,  but  often  to  the  neglect  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  to  their  particular  cuftoms,  and  opinions.  The  emperor 
Domitianf  published  an  edi£l  forbidding  any  mere  vines  to 
be  planted  in  Italy,  and  commanding  ninny  which  were  al- 
ready planted  in  the  provinces  to  be  immediately  rooted  uu. 
rt.  on  the  numb,  of  mankind,  App.  p.  278.)  K. 

•(•\-  Pkilojlrat.  wit.  Apoll,  Tyan.  lib.  6.  cap.  17. ) 
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fents  her  as  breaking  the  ice  of  the  Tyber, 
that  fhe  might  perform  her  ablutions. (r)  To 
thefe  obfervations,  Mr.  Hume  adds  a  paffage 
from  Diodorns  Siculus,(.0  in  which  that  au- 
thor gives  fuch  a  defcription  of  Gaul,  as  may, 

in 

time,  very  tf  rikingly  marked  ;  and  as  it  is  evident  that 
the  fituation  of  the  heavenly  bodies  hath  undergone  no 
change,  we  can  only  attribute  it  to  the  improvement 
in  agriculture,  which,  whilft  it  fell  to  decay,  amongil 
the  Romans,  might  have  flourifhed  in  Gaul,  in  Afia, 
and  in  Africa. 

We  learn  alfo  from  Phyiics,  how  much  it  is  the  na- 
ture of  weeds  to  render  the  climate  cold,  as  they  are  the 
conftant  caufe  of  that  interpoiition  of  clouds,  and  fogs, 
between  the  fun,  and  us.  In  open,  and  cultivated 
countries,  the  water,  falling  on  the  furface  of  the  earth, 
meets  with  inclined  planes,  on  which  it  runs  rapidly  to 
difcharge  itfelf  into  vaft  refcrvoirs.  The  dykes,  canals, 
torrents,  and  rivers  are  as  fomany  beds  open  to  receive 
it.  On  the  contrary,  when  the  water  falls  within  the 
forefts,  it  lodges  on  the  branches,  and  the  leaves  of  the 
trees,  and  is  divided  over  an  infinity  cf  furfaces.  In 
this  ilate,  it  is  like  the  brackifh  waters  on  graduated 
buildings,  that  is,  in  a  perpetual  tendency  to  evaporati- 
on. On  the  other  hand,  the  water  which  lies  at  the 
feet  of  trees,  and  introduces  itfelf  amongft  the  bufhes, 
and  briars,  fcarcely  ever  is  diffipated.  From  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  arife  the  frequency  of  clouds,  and  fogs, 
and  the  humidity  of  the  earth. 

(r)   Hybernum  fra&a  glacie  defcendet  in  amnem, 
Ter  matutino  Tyberi  mergetur,  Juv. 

('.)  Lib.  4. 
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in  our  days,  be  applied  to  Norway  ;  he  alfo 
mentions  another  pafiage  in  Strabo,'/)  who 
informs  us  that  no  grapes  ripened  north  of 
the  Cevennes.    Now,  it  is  well  known  that  the 
temperature  of  the  air  depends  more  on  the 
nature  of  the  foil,  and  the  perfection  of  agri- 
culture, than  on  the  greater,  or  lefier  diftance 
from  the  Equator.     Quebec  is  in  nearly  the 
fame  latitude  as  Paris,  and  yet  Canada  is  co- 
vered with  ice,  during  one  half  of  the  year. 
This  is  alfo  the  cafe  in  a  great  part  of  Ruflla, 
•which  is  much   colder  than  Germany,   and 
Holland,  although  it  be  fituated  more  to  the 
fouth.     Of  the  vaft  quantity  of  wood,  which 
antiently  covered  Italy,  we  may  eafily  form 
a  judgment,  by  confidering  how  readily  the 
Romans  built  the  moft   numerous  fleets.     la 
general,  we  can  have  no  proper  conception 
of  the  armaments  of  Xerxes,    of  the  Car- 
thaginians, and  of  the  Romans,  nor  even  of 
the  armaments  of  Saint  Lewis,  on  the  coafts 
of  Provence,  at  a  later  period,  unlefs  we  fnp- 
pofe  that  there  was  formerly  more  wood,  than 
is  to  be  found  at  prefrnt,    and  that  it  was 
always  fituated  within  reach  of  the  mores. 

Every 

<0  Lib.  4. 
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Every  one  muft  have  beared  of  that  facred 
foreft,  which  Csefar  ordered  to  be  cut  down, 
during  the  fiege  of  Marfeilles.  Now,  it  may 
be  afTerted  that  ail  Provence  doth  not  produce 
afingle  acre  of  wood,  fit  for  timber  work.(u) 
The  draining  of  many  marfhes,  the  opening 
of  a  free  current  for  ftagnated  waters,  in  an 
infinite  number  of  places,  and  particularly  in 
that  part  of  Gaul,  called  Belgica,  are  frefh 
proofs  of  the  increafe  of  agriculture.  But 
what  hath  already  been  advanced,  is  un- 
doubtedly fufficient  to  convince  any  one,  not 
wedded  to  a  favorite  fyftem,  or  inclined  to 
torture  fa&s,  in  order  to  draw  over  fome  de- 
pofitions  to  his  fide.  » 

Weare^iow  to  enquire  whether  population 
hath  made  an  equal  progrefs :  and  this  is  a 
queftion  which  would  have  been  encompafled 
with  difficulties,  if  two  learned  Scotchmen, 
by  collecting  the  bsft  authorities,  as  well  for 
the  affirmative,  as  for  the  negative,  had  not 
placed  it  in  the  cleared  point  of  view,  of 
which  it  is  fufceptible.(x)  The  great  writer, 

and 

(a)  At  leaft,  if  we  except  the  mountain  of  Eftrelle, 
and  the  neighbouring  country  of  the  Alps. 

(x)  Mr.  Hume  in  his  effay  on  "  the  populoufnefs  of  an- 
cient nations;"  and  Mr.  Wallace  in  his  " dffirtation  on 

the 
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and  amiable  philofopher  Mr.  Hume,  who 
blends  the  elegance  of  difcuffion,  with  all  the 
allurements  of  erudition,  and  who  ppffeffing 
in  a  moft  diftinguifhed  degree  the  art  of 
making  others  decide,  whilft  he  remains  him* 
felf  in  doubt,  knows  continually  how,  under 
the  appearance  of  an  enlightened  fcepticifm, 
to  bring  others  over  to  that  opinion,  whereto 
he  is  fecretly  inclined ;  Mr.  Hume  hath  con- 
y  and  perfuaded  us,  that  the  antient 

nations 


the  numbers  of  mankind."  Thefe  two  pieces  are  tran- 
flated  into  French,  but  with  what  degree  of  fidelity,  I 
cannot  determine. 

The  tranflation  of  the  dij/ertaiion  by  Mr.  Wallace* 
is,  according  to  my  humble  opinion,  exceedingly  well 
executed.  There  are  fome  omiffions,  but  moil:  of  thefe 
are  juilifiable,  and  muft  be  considered  as  the  prudent 
cancelling  of  paflages,  the  republication  of  which, 
fince  they  convey  a  cenfure  againft  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  would  in  France  have  been  no  lefs  dangerous, 
than  unbecoming.  The  reader  will  not  be  furprifed  to 
find  that  one  of  thefe  paffages,  which  the  tranflator  wa» 
afraid  of  copying,  is,  in  the  difiertation,  no  more  than 
a  quotation  from  the  author  of  Le  Siecle  de  Louis  XIV. 
and  taken  from  the  fourteenth  chapter  of  the  firft  vo- 
lume, and  the  thirty-fecond  chapter  of  the  fecond  vo- 
iumeof  that  celebrated  work.  Although  written  by  a 
warm  admirer  of  this  prince,  it  contains  a  juft,  and 
fpirited  condemnation  of  thofe  impolitic  perf-cutions, 
to  which  his  proteftant  fubjedls  were  expofed.  K. 
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nations  were  not  more  populous,  than  are  the 
modern  nations.  On  his  part,  he  hath  fpared 
no  enquiries,  in  order  to  enable  the  reader  to 
determine  this  point.  He  was  informed  of 
the  diflertation,  written  by  Mr.  Wallace,  and 
maintaining  an  opinion  directly  oppofite  to 
his  own.  He  invited  the  author  to  publiih 
his  performance.  Mr.  Wallace  did  publifh 
it,  and  added  an  anfwer  to  Mr.  Hume;  but 
in  this  anfwer,  erudition  and  argument,  not 
being  entirely  exempted  from  prejudice,  fo- 
phiftry,  and  even  harmnefs,  fometimes  be- 
tray the  Cakdonian(y}  in  the  friend  of  the 

Greeks. 

(j)  The  obfervationson  the  ftate  of  Scotland,  which 
take  up  only  few  of  the  lad  pages,  are,  certainly,  the 
moft  unexceptionable  parts  of  the  dijjertation.  They 
were  written  foon  after  the  late  rebellion,  and  exhibit  a 
juft,  and  feafonable  picture  of  the  fituation  of  that 
country.  The  fpirit  of  agriculture,  which  Mr.  Wal- 
lace fo  warmly  recommended,  and  which,  at  that  pe- 
riod, was  fo  little  felt  within  the  northern  dirtrifts  of 
our  iflandj  hath  lately  influenced  a  confiderable  number 
of  the  land-holders ;  and,  in  many  places,  the  once 
barren,  and  inhofpitable  moor  is  converted  into  fruit- 
ful fields.  Of  this,  fufficient  proofs  are  mentioned  in 
a  late  Tour,  written  by  Mr.  Pennant.  To  that  work, 
in  which  the  author  wears  the  amiable,  but  fingular 
character  of  an  unprejudiced  Englijbman,  I  mould  have 
referred  the  reader,  xvithout  trefpaffing  on  his  patience, 

to 
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Greeks.  We  (hall,  now,  endeavour  to  give 
our  readers  an  idea  of  the  principal  reafons, 
on  which  thefe  two  authors  ground  their  af- 
fertions. 

According  to  Mr.  Hume,(z)  there  is  very 
little  ground,  either  from  reafon,  or  obfervation, 
to  conclude  the  world  eternal,  or  incorruptible : 
and  if  the  general  fyftem  of  things,  and  human 
fociety  of  courfe,  have  any  gradual  resolutions, 
they  aretoojlow  to  be  difcernible  in  that  Jhort 
period  which  is  comprehended  by  hijlory  and 
tradition.  Although  difeafes  have  varied,  it 

muft 

to  aflure  him,  that  in  paffing  through  other  parts  of 
Scotland,  unnoticed  in  the  Tour,  I  have  perceived  the 
fiourifhing  effects  of  a  growing  attention  to  agriculture, 
and  the  civilizing  of  unpolifhed  individuals  ;  but  whilfl 
a  difapprobation  of  meafures  hath  hurried  us  into  illi- 
beral extremes,  it  is  but  common  juftice  to  feize  on 
every  opportunity  to  convince  the  multitude,  that,  how- 
foever  difgufting  men  may  be,  the  feats  of  their  nativity 
are  not  fo  horrible  as  they  imagine.  Becaufe  the  glow- 
ing lines  of  Churchill  tell  fome  bitter,  and  notorious 
truths,  the  dupe  of  party  feems  determined  to  believe 
that  North-Britain  is  the  land,  where 

"  Half  ftwu'dfpuiers  feed  on  half  Jlartfdjlm"   K. 

(*)  The  reader  will  pardon  me  for  having  deviated 
from  a  verbal  tranflation,  where  the  pafTages  (printed 
in  italics)  of  the  originals  correfpond  with  the  expreffi- 
ons  of  the  French  work.  K. 
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rmift  be  equally  difficult  to  draw  any  inference 
from  this  circumftance :  difeafes  art  mentioned 
in  antiquity  t  -which  are  almoft  unknown  to  mo» 
dern  medicine  \  and  new  difeafes  have  arifen,  and 
propagated  themfdves,  of  which  there  are  no 
traces  in  ancient  hiftory.  Befides,  our  author 
hath  very  ingenionfly  obferved,  that  mankind 
multiply  faft  in  every  colony,  or  new  fettlement ; 
where  it  is  an  eafy  matter  to  provide  for  a  fa- 
mily ;  and  where  men  are  no  wifeftraitened,  or 
wnfined,  as  in  long- eft  ablijhed  governments. 
That  hiftory  tells  us  frequently  of  plagues  which 
have  fwept  away  the  third,  or  fourth  part  of  a 
people:  yet,  in  a  generation,  or  two,  the  de- 
ft ruftion  was  not  perceived -3  and  the  fociety  had 
again  acquired  their  former  number.  This  ex- 
cellent remark  hath  been  verified  fince  by 
Abbe  Expilly,  whofe  calculations  prove  that 
the  lofles  occafioned  in  Provence,  by  tjie 
great  plague  of  1720,  are  already  repaired. 
Since  therefore  general  phyf.cal  caufes  ought  en- 
tirely to  be  excluded  from  the  queftion  concerning 
the  populoufnefs  of  ancient,  and  modern  times* 
it  will  be  reqiiifite^  if  we  would  bring  it  to  feme 
determination,  to  compare  l>otb  the  domeftic,  and 
political  Jituation  of  thefe  two  periods,  in  order 
to  judge  of  the  fafts  by  their  moral  caufes. 

VOL.  ii.  p 
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1'he  chief  difference  between  the  domejlic  ctco* 
ncmy  of  the  ancients',  and  that  of  the  moderns 
confijls  in  the  -praftice  of  Jlavery^  which  pre- 
vailed among  the  former.  A  barbarous  cuftom, 
which  feparated  the  human  fpecies  into  two 
clafies,  and  which  unworthily  debafed  the 
moft  ferviceable  of  all  individuals,  fince, 
during  a  long  fpace  of  time,  the  hands  de- 
voted to  the  labours  of  agriculture,  and  to 
induftry,  were  not  more  free  than  the  hands 
employed  in  the  drudgeries  of  the  houfehold. 
Now,  if  every  oppreffive  adminiftration  tends 
to  the  decreafe  of  population,  this  abjedl  and 
.unfortunate  clafs  of  men  muft  have  mul- 
tiplied lefs  than  the  other  clafles.  To  this 
general  prefumpyon,  Mr.  Hume  adds  the 
moil  ingenious  obfervations.  He  proves  that 
the  majority  of  the  (laves  of  the  Greeks,  and 
the  Romans,  were  competed  of  foreigners, 
and  bought  from  amongft  the  prilbners  of 
war,  and  pirates.  Men,  and  women,  caft 
into  captivity,  were  purchafed  at  a  price  fo 
much  the  cheaper,  as  a  larger  number  of 
Haves  had  been  expofed  to  fale;  and  thefe 
temporary  expeditions,  thefe  particular  events, 
in  confeqoence  of  which  whole  nations  were 
reduced  to  bondage,  by  glutting  the  markets* 

•brought 
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brought  down  the  prices  confiderably  lower 
than  the  rates  arifing  from  a  regular,  and 
daily  commerce.  The  trifling  fums  with 
which  the  antiems  Ib  eafily  purchafed  their 
foreign  (laves,  induced  them  to  prevent,  in 
their  families,  the  propagation  of  their  own 
Haves.  It  is  evident,  that  far  from  encou- 
raging iuch  a  practice,  their  political  laws, 
and  the  rules  of  the  ableft  ceconomifts  were  di- 
rectly oppofed  to  it.  Now,  if,  on  the  one  hand, 
it  was  natural  for  this  clafs  of  individuals, 
when  reftrained  from  the  generation  of  their 
fpecies,  and  overburdened  with  labour,  to 
tend  towards  depopulation ;  and,  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  became  neceflary  to  recruit 
that  clafs  of  free  men,  whom  the  fate  of  war 
had  thrown  into  captivity,  may  we  not  infer 
from  hence,  that  there  was  a  general  decreafe 
amongft  the  numbers  of  mankind  ?(a ) 

P  2  But 

(a)  Amidft  a  number  of  cruelties,  inflicted  en  flaves, 
and  taken  notice  of  by  Mr.  Hume,  I  fhall  only  mention 
the  cuftom,  eftablifhed  at  Rome,  of  fending  into  an 
ifland  of  the  Tyber,  there,  to  perifh  through  hunger, 
every  individual  whofe  infirmities  had  rendered  him, 
ufelefs.  Such  a  method  of  delivering  an  invalid  from 
his  miferies,  doth  not  reflect  any  great  credit  on  fo  ver- 
tuous  a  people.  The  chace  of  the  Uotes  hath  been 

already 
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But  it  may  be  afked,  whether,  whilft  lA 
the  manners  of  the  ancients  we  difcover  fome 
cuftoms  which  retarded  the  propagation  of 
the  human  fpecies,  we  do  not  alfo  perceive 
in  their  governments,  and  legiflations,  ad- 
vantages which  outweighed  thefe  inconvenC- 
encies  ?  Greece,  Afia  Minor,  Sicily  and 
Italy  were  divided  into  feveral  little  republics. 
There,  the  diftribution  of  fortunes  was  more 
equal,  the  armies  were  lefs  numerous,  the 
pay  of  the  troops  was  more  eafy,  and  ex- 
pences  were,  in  general,  lefs  burdenfome; 
all  thefe  circumftances  were  favorable  to  po- 
pulation. True;  yet,  on  the  other  hand, 
thefe  little  republics  were  almofl  in  perpetual 
war,  their  battles  were  more  bloody,  and 
followed  by  more  dreadful  perpetrations  of 
barbarity*  Befides,  diffentions  and  civil  dif- 
cords  were  the  caufe  of  frequent  ma.ffa.cres ; 
and  whenfoever  one  faction,  after  an  obfti- 
nate  engagement,  became  victorious,  all  the 
members  of  the  oppofite  faction  were  driven 

into 

already  mentioned.  But  all  this  muft  go  for  nothing. 
It  is  not,  on  this  account,  lefs  true  that  the  Spartans, 
and  the  Romans  were  exceedingly  veituous  men  ;  and 
that  we,  moJeruj,  who. 'have  our  hofpitals  for  the  old, 
the  incurable,  the  orphan,  and  the  foundling,  are  but 
a  gang  of  abandoned  wretches. 
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into  baniihment.     The "  refult  was,  that  wi- 
c^lows,  orphans,  exiles,  and   profcribed  indi- 
viduals were  every  where  to  be  feen,  amongft 
thefe  happy  people.     But,   if,    by  accident, 
thefe  divided  republics  fell  into  the  hands  of 
a  defpot,    nothing  could  equal  the   cruelty 
with  which  he  reigned  -,  for,  it  muft  be  con- 
fefled,    that  if  an  abfolute  government  be 
ufually  peculiar  to  great  monarchies,  tyranny, 
properly  fo  called,  ieldom  rifes  but  on  the 
ruins  of  republics.     I  can  believe  that   we 
have  no  idea  of  that  wifdom  which  actuated 
the  governments  of  Sparta,  and  of  Rome, 
yet  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  we  are  as 
little  able  to  conceive  that  any  cruelty  could 
have  been  equal  to  the  cruelties  of  the  Dio- 
nyfii,    and  of  Agathocles.     Of  what  con- 
fequence  is  the  pretended  mildnefs  of  fomc 
ancient  legiflation,  when  this  very  mildnefs 
leads  to  profcription,  and  to  tyranny  ?  Mr. 
Hume  very  judicioufly   obferves,    that  the 
abolition  of  capital  punishments  in  the  cafe 
of  convicted  Roman  citizens,  gave  birth  to- 
the  cruelties  of  Sylla,  of  Marius,  and  of  the 
Triumviri.     In  fact,  it  feerned  as  if  aflafll- 
nation  was  become  neceflary  to  compenfate 
for  the  indulgence  of  a  law,  too  weak  to  pre- 
P  3  vent 


vent  the  commifiion  of  a  crime,  and  lufFer- 
ing  the  moft  dangerous  citizens  to  elcape 
with  life.f^J  ^ 

Trade,  and  manufactures  have  always  been 
confidered  as  the  fources  of  population  -,  but 
great  intereft  of  money ',  the  imperfection  of  na- 
vigation,  and  great  profits  of  trade,  are  an  in- 
fallible indication,   that  induftry  and  commerce 
are  but  in  their  infancy.     Mr.  Hume  proves 
that  amongft  the  Greeks,  and  Romans,  the 
intereft  of  money  was  always  at  twelve  per 
cent,   that,  frequently,  eftates,  fuch  as  houfes, 
and  other  immoveables  were  fold  for  four 
years  purchafe ;  in  (hort,  that  an  hundred  per 
cent,  profit  was  made  on  a  cargo  of  two  talent 'j, 
fent  to  no  greater  diftance  than  from  Athens >  to 
the  Adriatic.     It   may  certainly  be  objected, 
that  wherefoever   luxury   doth   not  prevail, 
agriculture  is  the  fpecies  of-  induftry  chiefly  re- 
quifite  to  the  fubftftence  of  multitudes ;  but  can 
this  agriculture,   confined  to  the  produce  of 
mere  neceffaries,  and  not  encouraged  either 
by  exportation,  by  the  good  prices  of  com- 
modities, or  even  by  the  facility  with  which 
returns  are  made,  at  any  time  become  fiou- 

rifhing  ? 

(£)  The  reader  will  pleafe  to  obferve  what  hath 
Already  remarked  concerning  the  Romans. 
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riming  ?  and  if  in  particular  fituations,  agri- 
culture be  only  in  a  ftatc  of  extreme  fertility, 
mud  we  not  attribute  this  circumftance  to 
the  happy  difpofuion  of  the  foil,  and  cli- 
mate ?  true  agriculture  doth  not  confift  in 
throwing  feeds  into  grounds,  which  will  bear 
crops,  without  art,  but  in  conquering  nature 
wherefoever  fhe  rebels,  in  varying,  and  in 
multiplying  her  productions.  Now,  this  is  a 
knowledge  which  the  ancients,  and  parti- 
cularly the  Greeks  do  not  appear  to  have  ac- 
quired. Columella  obferves  that,  according 
to  Xenophon,  every  man  may  be  a  good 
farmer  •,  and  that  great  labour,  and  much 
fkill  are  not  neceflary.  On  which,  I  mall 
remark  in  my  turn,  that  if  luxury  and  com- 
merce did  not  eftablilh  a  fale,  and  exchange 
of  commodities,  agriculture  in  general  muft 
unavoidably  fall  to  decay,  as  being  never 
carried  beyond  the  production  of  the  fimple 
neceflaries  of  life.  In  fact,  all  the  lands  fit 
only  to  bear  hemp,  flax,  mulberry-trees,  the 
woods  fdr  dyeing,  faffron,  coffee,  indigo,  &c. 
muft  remain  deferted  and  barren.  It  is  ne- 
verthelefs  requifite  that  the  individuals  who 
cultivate  thefe  kinds  of  productions,  mould 
receive  their  fubfiftance  from  the  individuals 
P  4  who 
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who  cultivate  the  corn-lands.  The  only  mean 
therefore  of  prevailing  on  them  to  accept 
commodities,  muft  be  to  ftimulate  them  to 
greater  exertions  of  induftry,  to  the  intro" 
duction  of  a  richer  fyftem  of  agriculture, 
which  may  fupply  the  colomft  with  an  over- 
plus of  fubfiftance,  and  enable  him  to  ne- 
gotiate an  exchange  of  wares. 

Mr.  Hume,  not  latisfied  with  having  col- 
lected together  all  the  authorities,  and  all  the 
conjectures,  from  which  any  prefumptive 
proofs  could  have  been  drawn,  proceeds  to 
the  examination  of  facts,  that  is,  to  the  ex- 
amination of  thole  paflfages  which  afford  us 
the  cleared  idea  of  the  ftate  of  population 
amongft  the  ancients :  and  it  is  here,  that  it 
becomes  impoffible  to  follow  him,  without 
tranflating  what  he  hath  written.  It  will  be 
fufficient  to  obferve  with  him,  that  all  kinds 
of  numbers  are  uncertain  in  ancient  manufcripts^ 
and  have  beenfubjett  to  much  greater  corruptions , 
than  any  other  part  of  the  text  •,  that  ihe  authors 
from  whom  we  obtain  the  moft  favorable  no- 
tions of  the  population  of  the  ancients,  (and 
fuch  authors,  for  inftance,  are  Herodotus, 
and  Diodorus  Siculus)  have  tranfmitted  to 
us  contradictory  calculations,  and  ridiculous 

con- 
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conclufions  •,  that  on  the  other  hand,  the  hif- 
torians  who  are  entitled  to  the  greateft  con- 
fidence, and  whofe  inferences  feem  the  mod 
rational,  leave  us  no  room  to  imagine  that 
the  earth  was,  formerly,  more  peopled,  than 
it  is  at  prefent  •,  that,  in  truth,  tradition  al- 
ways prefents  us  with  fome  examples  of  an 
extenfive  population  ;  but  the  capital  point 
to  be  enquired  into,  is,  whether  thefe  ex- 
amples were  fimultaneous  ;  for  ;'/  is  an  ufual 
fallacy ,  to  confider  all  the  ages  of  antiquity ',  as 
cm  period,  and  to  compute  the  numbers  contained 
in  the  great  cities^  mentioned  by  ancient  authors* 
as  if  thefe  cities  had  been  all  contemporary.  It 
is  abfolutely  requifite  to  compare  the  different 
epochs,  and  not  to  regard,  as  an  advantage 
common  to  every  aera  of  antiquity,  that 
which  was  but  a  fucceflive  removal  of  wel- 
fare, and  profperity. 

Such,  in  fome  meafure,  is  the  fubftance  of 
the  difiertation,  written  by  Mr.  Hume.  It 
was  not  without  regret,  that  we  felt  ourfelves 
obliged  to  ftrip  it  of  that  comprehenfive 
learning,  and  thofe  ingenious  reflections,  with 
which  it  is  fo  elegantly  enriched.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  the  reader  may  have  been  enter- 
tained with  this  flight  idea  which  we  have 

given 
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given  him  of  the  work,  and  he  may  eafily 
c<  .nfult  it,  if  our  obfervatibns  have  been  fo 
fortunate  as  to  infprre  him1  with  any  tafte  for 
fuch  interefting  fubjeclis. 

To  proceed  to  Mr.  Wallace.  At  the 
Begin ri ing  of  his  performance,  we  meet  with 
fbrhe  very  fine  calculations  on  the  poffible 
]prbpagation  of  mankind,  attempted  from  a 
finglc  pair,  and  we  have  the  fatisfa<5tion  to  ob- 
icrvf,  that  at  the  clofe  of  i,?^3  years,  the  fum 
cf  all  alive  amounts  to  412,316,860,415. 
Now,  as  there  were  at  leajl  three  couples  for 
multiplying,  the  three  fens  cf  Noah,  and  their 
•wives,  in/lead  of  one  couple,  our  author  eafily 
explains  how  the  earth  mi? hi  have  been  well 
peopled  in  times  which  we  account  very  ancient : 
and  I  think  as  he  thinks  -,  for  I  do  not  per- 
ceive even  a  comparifon  between  the  number 
of  Egyptians,  Afiyrians,  Babylonians,  &c. 
and  the  number  of  lice,  bugs,  caterpillars, 
and  other  infedts,  or  reptiles,  ifTuing  from 
the  fame  ark. 

After  having  {hewn  this  firft  pattern  of  his 
philofophy,  Mr.  Wallace  paries  on  to  an  en- 
quiry into  the  caufes,  Which  may  either  aflift, 
or  retard  the  progrefs  of  population  ;  and 
here,  he  is  led  to  advance,  that  trade  and 

commerce* 
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commerce^  the  arts,  and  manufactures,  in/lead 
of  increafmg,    may   often  tend  to  dimimjh  the 
number  of  mankind  ;    that  they  who  work  at 
different  trades,  are  obliged  to  live  at  the  ex- 
pence  of   the  hufbandmen,    who,    by   cul- 
tivating the  ground  for  the  artifans,  cultivate 
it  alfo  for  themfelves :  but  were  thefe  artifans 
to  become  cultivators,  they  would  raife  pro* 
ductions  for  themfelves,  and  for  others ;  and 
this  to  take  place  continually,    fo  that  we 
mould  have  an  immenfe  feries  of  the  pro- 
ducers of  fuperfluities.     There  cannot,    un- 
doubtedly, be  a  more  j uft  deduction  of  con- 
fequences.     It  is  a  pity  that  facts  are  directly 
oppofed  to  them.     We  abfolutely  perceive, 
that  they  who  are  either  unable  to  negotiate 
any  exchange  of  wares,  or  to  procure  a  fuit- 
able  price  for  their  commodities,  do  not  cul- 
tivate even  enough  for  their  own  fubfiftance. 
It  is  on  this  account,    that  fo  many  nations 
have  lived  miferably,    though  in  poflefllon 
of  an  immenfe  domain,    and  that  the  earth 
hath  been  covered  with  fifhers,  hunters,  and 
Nomades. 

Mr.  Wallace,  fatisfied  with  thefe  prelimi- 
nary confiderations,  foon  throws  himfelf  into 
?n  examination  of  thofe  authorities,  which 

bear 
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bear  the  ftrongeft  teftimony,  in  favour  of 
the  populoufnefs  of  antient  times.  We  (hall, 
alfo,  difpenfe  with  following  him  through 
this  'detail,  though  with  much  lefs  regret, 
than  we  have  juft  now  felt,  as  we  are  far 
from  rinding  in  his  difiertation,  that  pre- 
caution, and  criticifm,  fo  confpicuous  in  the 
EfTay,  written  by  Mr.  Hume.  To  give  the 
reader  an  idea  of  the  manner,  in  which  Mr. 
Wallace  goes  on,  we  lhall  inform  him  that 
pafifages  from  fcveral  poets  are  collected  to- 
gether, in  one  undiftinguifhed  heap,  and 
blended  with  pafiages  from  Herodotus,  and 
Diodorus  Siculus,  authors  whofe  accuracy 
is  more  than  fufpefted.  Mr.  Wallace,  not 
contented  with  having  availed  himfelf  of  fuch 
authorities,  hath  even  ventured  to  alter  them, 
•where  they  did  not  fufficiently  coincide  with 
his  opinion.  Hath  he  read  in  Diodorus  Si- 
culus that  Egypt  only  contained  feven  mil- 
lions of  inhabitants  ?  he  immediately  corrects 
his  author,  and  reafons  thus :  Herod»tus  ob- 
ferves(c)  that  410,000  foldiers,  ail  native 
Egyptians^  were  fometimes  kept  in  pay.  If  we 
Compare  the  Egyptians  with  the  French,  who 

art 

1 

(c)  Herod,  lib.  2.  p.  17$. 
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are  a  mere  warlike  people^  and  compute  the 
people  of  France  at  Jixteen,  or  twenty  millions* 
and  the  army  which  the  king  maintains  ccnftantly 
ct  200,000,  according  to  this  proportion^ 
Egypt  muft  have  contained  32,  or  40  millions. 
An  Egyptian  might  as  reafonably  have  fold, 
"  my  country  contained  only  feven  millions 
"  of  inhabitants,  at  the  time  when  the  lake 
"  Meris  was  digged  :  now,  France  contains 
"  more  than  twenty  millions  of  inhabitants, 
"  and  therefore  the  French  ought  to  have 
"  digged  a  lake  three  times  larger  than  our 
"  kke."  If,  unfortunately,  Csfar  hath  ob- 
ferved  that  when  the  Gauls  raifed  a  great  ar- 
mament, the  levies  made  in  Belgium  did  not 
amount  to  more  than  two  hundred,  and 
ninety-eight  thoufand  men,  our  author,  who 
feels  the  force  of  the  objection,  eafily  draws 
himfelf  out  of  this  fcrape.  Firft,  (faith  he) 
we  cannot  fuppofe  that  this  was  a  levy  of  all 
the  fighting  men  in  Belgium  ;  for  Ctefar's  in- 
formation waSy  that  the  Bdlovaci  could  have 
brought  100,000  to  the  fieldy  though  they  en- 
gaged only  for  60,000.  laking  the  whole 
therefore  in  this  proportion  of  ten  to  fix^  the 
fam  of  fighting  men  in  all  the  Jiates  of  Belgium 
was  49  6 y 6 6 6 ;  and  quadrupling  this  laft  number , 

Belgium 
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Belgium  muft  have  bad  1,986,664  inhabitants, 
•whom  we  may  fuppofe  to  be  free ,  or  not  employed 
in  fervile  offices. (d)  Secondly,  it  may  alfo 
be  obferved,  in  the  commentaries  of  Csefar, 
that  amongft  the  Gauls,  there  were  two 
orders  of  men  j  the  firft  order  was  comppfed 
of  free  citizens,  whom  he  calls  knights,  and 
the  laft  order  of  a  kind  of  bondmen,  amongft 
whom  were  many  ruined  citizens,  who  had 
thrown  themfelves  into  a  ftate  of  fervitude 
under  the  nobles.  Caefar  adds,  that  when 
any  war  arifes,  all  thefe  knights  take  arms : 
omnes  in  bello  verfantur.  Mr.  Wallace  ap- 
plies this  authority,  which  is  pofitive  for  the 
knights,  in  the  negative,  again  ft  the  people ; 
that  is  to  fay,  he  excludes  them  from  all  mi- 
litary employments,  and  then  argues  thus : 
the  fum  of  fighting  men  (nobles,  or  knights) 
in  all  the  ftates  of  Belgium  was  496,666,  and 
quadrupling  this  laft  number,  Belgium  muft  have 
had  1,986,664  individuals  of  this  order, 

And 


(//)  Mr.  Wallace  adds  in  a  note  that,  in  feme  copies  cf 
Ceefar's  commentaries,  the  Aduatud  fend  29,000,  inftead 
'of  19,000,  as  it  is  ji cited  in  my  preceding  calculation  ;  at 
'.i-.-hich  rate  the  fighting  men  in  all  Belgium,  would  have 
been  513,333:  foremast  reckon  them  about  half  a  mil- 
lits.  K. 
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And  if  ire  make  tie  lower  order  of  perfons 
(plebes)  to  have  been  thrice  as  numerous  as  the 
reft,  we  mujl  reckon  the  inhabitants  of  Belgium 
about  8,000,0000.  Now  Belgium  dees  not  ap- 
pear to  have  been  larger  than  the  fourth  part  of 
Gaul,  and  if  Gaul  was  four  times  greater  than 
Belgium,  we  may  compute  32,000,000  of  in- 
habitants in  Gaul. 

Without  this  excellent  fagacity,  our  author 
would  always  meet  with  tro'ublefome  pafiages, 
in  the  commentaries  of  Csefar,  according  to 
whom,  in  the  lifts  which  he  found  in  the  Hel- 
vetian camp,  the  number  of  the  Helvetians 

-    •          • 

who  had  abandoned  their  ccuntry,  in  order  ti 
conquer,  and  take  pojjeffiGn  of  Jome  larger  ter- 
ritory, was  ftated  at  263, coo. (V)  Mr.  Wal- 
lace replies,  without  hefitation,  that  Ctfar's 
intelligence  might  have  been  not  perfetlly  exaft  \ 
that  therefore  it  was  only  a  powerful  colony 
which  had  entered  into  this  refolution-,  that 
multitudes  would  chufe  to  remain  in  their  own 
ccuntry  ;  in  particular,  .that  the  Dritids  would 
not  be  hajly  to  fet  cut  on  fuch  an  adventure,  but 
would  rather  wait  its  tJJ'ue.  I  confefs  that  we 
may  learn  from  the  characters  of  all  the 

Druids, 

(0  De  bell.  Gal.  lib.  i.  c.  29. 
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Druids,  in  every  age,  how  averfe  they  were 
from  expofing  their  perfons,  and  how  tamely 
they  differed  others  to  fight  in  their  place ; 
but  this  allegation,  advanced  by  Mr.  Wal- 
lace, feems  rather  moral,  than  critical. 

Here,  follows  another  fpecimen  of  the 
calculations  of  Mr.  Wallace.  Vhe  forces 
which  Polybius  ajjigns  to  the  Romans,  and  their 
allies •,  between  thefrft,  andfecond  Punic  wars', 
amounting  to  more  than  700,000  foot,  and 
70,000  horfe,(f]  Jhew  the  great  populoufnefs  of 
Italy i  in  that  age.  It  is  obferved  by  Mr. 
Hume,  who  hath  omitted  nothing  which  was 
the  moft  contrary  to  his  opinion,  that  the 
country  that  Jupplied  this  number ;  was  not  above 
a  third  of  Italy,  viz.  the  Pope's  dominions^ 
Tufcany,  and  a  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples. 
His  adverfary,  Mr.  Wallace,  avails  himfelf 
of  this  paffage,  and  adds  that,  we  muft  com- 
pute the  inhabitants  of  Italy,  who  were  of  f res 
condition,  at  12,000,000^  and  reckoning  thrice 
as  manyjlaves,  the  inhabitants  of  all  fort  swill 
be  found  to  be  no  fewer  than  48,000,000:  ory 
if  the  proportion  of  three  Jlaves  to  one  free  per- 
fcn,  Jhall  be  thought  too  high>  by  fuppofing  them 

only 

(f)  Polyb.  lib,  2. 
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fnly  two  to  one,  the  inhalitants  of  Italy  were 
thirty-fix  millions. .....  Thus,  by   reckoning 

that  there  were  12  millions  of  freemen,  di- 
vided into  three  millions  of  families,  each  fa- 
mily confifting  of  only  four  perfons;  Mr* 
Wallace  allows,  by  the  firft  calculation,, 
twelve  (laves,  and  by  the  fecond  calculation, 
eight  (laves  to  each  family ;  thus,  all  thofe 
poor  citizens  who  were  not  worth  twenty 
mines )  and  who,  on  account  of  their  indi- 
gence, were  excufed  from  wearing  a  coat  of 
mail,  had,  each  of  them,  at  lead  five  or  fix 
flaves.  This  is  certainly  very  ailoniming* 
I  think  that  I  mould  be  apt  to  reafon,  in  a 
different  manner.  The  country  which  fup- 
plied  the  number  of  feven  hundred,  and 
feventy  thoufand  individuals,  was  not  above 
a  third  of  Italy;  but  it  was  the  mod  po- 
pulous part  of  Italy ;  for  the  Alps,  and  the 
Apennines  were,  and  are  llill  in  a  veryfavage 
ftate.f^)  Befides,  Rome  was  flourifhing ;  (he 
VOL.  II,  Q^  had 

(g~)  Livy  relates  that  in  the  year  555,  from  the  foun- 
dation of  Rome,  the  Conful  Cornelius,  having  attacked 
the  Infubri,  made  tHe  number  of  the  cities  taken 
amount  to  fifteen,  and  the  number  of  their  inhabitants 
to  twenty  thoufand.  V.  1.  z.  d.  4.  This  calculation 
allows  but  i>333  inhabitants  to  each  of  thefe cities. 

I  the 
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had  already  ftripped  feveral  nations,  and  was 
the  capital  of  Italy.  I  am  therefore  juftified 
in  believing  that  the  population  of  the  two 
remaining  third  parts  of  Italy  was  fcarcely 
equal  to  the  number  of  the  Romans,  and 
their  allies.  Now,  fnppofmg  that  thefe  feven 
hundred,  and  feventy  thoufand  warriors  re- 
prefent  three  millions,  and  eighty  thoufand 
free  citizens,  I  mould  think  it  fufficient  to 
double  this  number,  to  find  the  total  of  the 
free  inhabitants  of  Italy,  which,  in  this  cafe, 
would  amount  to  fix  millions,  one  hundred, 
and  iixty  thoufand  individuals.  Let  me  next 
calculate  the  number  of  flaves  j  and  as  there 
is  no  reafon  to  imagine  that  thefe  belonged 
to  any  individuals,  who  were  not  fufficiently 
rich  to  be  comprifed  within  the  .equeftrian 
cenfus,  1  (hall  allow  two  flaves  to  each  knight^ 
and  rate  the  total  number  of  Oaves,  at  one 
hundred,  and  forty  thoufand. (h)  I  fhall 

again 

I  the  rather  mention  this  paflage,  as  it  feerns  equally 
to  have  efcaped  Mr.  Wallace,  and  Mr.  Hume. 

(h)  They  who  have  any  knowledge  of  the  Roman 
militia,  will  find  even  this  calculation  too  favorable. 
For  we  are  only  obliged  to  admit  the  Cenfus  equeftris,  in 
the  cafe  of  the  real  Roman  knights,  who  formed  the 
cavalry  of  the  legions.  All  the  reft  of  the  cavalry  was 

com- 
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again  double  this  number,  for  the  Patrician 
families  \  and  the  whole  amount  will  be  two 
hundred^  and  eighty  thoufand  flaves*  T  think 
that  I-  may  venture  to  afiert,  that  the  remain- 
ing part  of  Italy,  much  poorer  in  proportion, 
and  by  no  means  fo  fuccefsful  in  war,  did 
not  poffefs  half  fo  many  flaves  :  I  will  how- 
ever fix  them  at  two  hundred  and  twenty 
Q^2  thoufand; 

compofed  of  allies,  and  called  aLt  fodorum.  Now,  it 
doth  not  any  where  appear  that  this  auxiliary  cavalry 
fubrtiitted  to  theTame  laws,  which  regulated  the  Roman 
cavalry.  It  is,  therefore,  very  indulgent  to  include 
within  the  Cenfus  equeftris)  the  feventy  thoufand  horfe- 
men,  mentioned  by  Polybius.  V.  Juftus  Ligfius  de  mi- 
Vitia  Romana  ;  and  Memoires  fur  la  legion,  &c.  by  Mr. 
Le  Beau. 

I  muft  again  remark  that  great  miftakes  may  have 
been  made,  in  calculating  the  number  of  flaves  amongft 
the  ancients.  Mr.  Hume,  and  Mr.  Wallace  have  cited 
a  paffage  from  Florus,  who  informs  us  that  Eunus,  and' 
Athenio,  by  breaking  open  the  ergcjlulay  and  giving 
liberty  to  the  flaves,  raifed  an  army  of  fixty  thoufand' 
men.  It  is  not  evident,  that  in  any  of  the  fervile  wars, 
the  armies  were  as  numerous  as  they  mult  have  proved, 
if  the  multitudes  of  thefe  unhappy  wretches  had  been/ 
as  great  as  fome  writers  have  reprefented  them.  It  muft 
alfo  be  obferved,  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  Punic 
war,  the  Romans,  pofTeffing  more  moderate,  and  equal 
eftates,  fti'l  attended  to  agriculture,  without  entruiung 
the  bufinefs  of  it  to  flaves.  It  was  not  until  after  the 
triumphs  of  Metellus,  and  Emilias,  that  riches  were 

in- 
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thoufand ;  and  thus,  the  total  number  of 
flaves  is  five  hundred  thoufand  j  the  addition 
of  fix  millions,  one  hundred,  and  iixty  thou- 
fand citizens,  forms  a  population  of  fix  mil- 
lionSj  fix  hundred,  and  fixty  thoufand  in- 
habitants -,  a  number  extremely  inferior  to 
the  number  exifting  in  Italy,  in  our  times,  in 
fpite  of  the  great  multitude  of  priefts,  and 
monks,  with  which  that  country  is  infefted. 

It 

introduced  into  this  capital.  In  fliort,  I  muft  perfift  in 
believing  that  my  calculation  is  extremely  reafonable, 
when  I  fuppofe  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  fecond 
Punic  war,  there  were  only  five  hundred  thoufand 
flaves  in  Italy.  Another  proof  that  the  calculation  of 
Mr.  Wallace  is  much  exaggerated,  appears  from  his 
allowing  himfelf,  that  Caio  the  Cenfor  would  never  give 
above  I  500  drachma?,  or  about  487.  for  a  jlave.  Now, 
there  is  every  reafon  to  believe,  that  in  the  time  of 
Cato,  the  price  of  flaves  was  rather  diminifhed,  than 
augmented,  confidering  what  numbers  had  been  made 
captives.  But  let  us  fuppofe  that  the  price  was  aug- 
mented, and  rate  the  purchafe  of  a  flave  before  the 
breaking  out  of  the  fecond  Punic  war,  at  an  hundred 
piftoles,  or  forty-one  pounds,  thirteen  Shillings,  and 
four-pence,  at  eight  {hillings  and  four-pence  flerling 
per  piitole;  thus,  then,  thirty- fix  millions  of  fiaves  would 
form  a  capital  of  thirty-fix  hundred  millicris  of  piftoles, 
or  1500,000,000  pounds  flerling.  We  learn  alfo  from 
Cato  the  Cenfor,  that  only  thirteen  flaves  were  neceflary 
to  cultivate  two  hundred  and  forty  jugcra,  or  above 

one 
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It  is  furely  needlefs  to  follow  Mr.  Wal- 
lace any  longer,  efpecially  in  his  refutations 
of  Mr.  Hume,  where  he  doth  not  appear 
to  have  been  more  fuccefsful,  than  in  his  af- 
fertions.  Yet,  after  having  given  fome  ex- 
amples of  the  philoibphy  which  he  hath  iri- 
fufed  into  his  work,  and  of  his  method  in 
the  application  of  fafts,  and  authorities,  we 
muft  invite  the  reader  to  procure  his  differ- 
tation ;  and  we  can  allure  him  that  he  will 
find  in  it,  an  excellent  choice  of  erudition, 
every  where  unfolded  with  elegance,  and 
perfpicuity.fr;  In  my  opinion,  as  wars  are 
Q^  3  become 

one  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  which  are  more  than  ten 
acres  to  each  flave.  Now,  Mr.  Wallace  affirms  that 
Italy  contains  forty-eight  millions  of  acres.  According 
to  this  calculation,  fuppofing  that  no  Reman,  or  free 
Italian,  laboured  in  the  cultivation  of  the  ground, 
about  four  millions  of  flaves  were  fufficient  for  that 
purpofe.  But,  how  were  the  reft  to  be  employed  in 
a  country,  without  manufactures,  and  without  com- 
merce ?  before  I  conclude  this  long  note,  it  may  be 
proper  to  remark,  that  the  affluence  of  the  Roman 
knights,  in  the  time  of  Cicero,  is  no  argument  againft 
my  fuppofition  that  their  fortunes  were  very  moderate 
at  the  beginning  of  the  fecond  Punic  war.  Their  af- 
fluence can  only  be  attributed  to  their  farming  the  re- 
venues, in  the  different  provinces. 

(i)  When   the  errors  of  a  work   are  outweighed  by 
excellencies,   the   liberal  critic,  whilft  he  expofes  the 
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become  lefs  .frequen:  as  commerce,  in- 
duftry,  and  agnail: •:  e  are  extended,  and 
improved,  the  world  is,  in  genera),  more 
populous,  than  it  was  formerly ;  t-id  if  we 
except  fome  privileged  places,  which  are 
itill  delightful  to  mankind,  in  fpiu,  of  the 

op- 

frft,  will  pay  a  tribute  of  admiration -to  the  laft.  The 
character  which,  as  he  takes  his  leave,  t.ie  chevalier  be- 
ftows  upon  the  (Hjfertation*  is  juft,  and  candid.  It  were 
fortunate  indeed,  if  ever/  celebrated  writer  could  boaft, 
with  Mr.  Wallace,  that  the  effufions  of  his  genius  had 
aimed -at  ferviceable.ends;  and  that,  hoivfoever  they 
jnight  have  failed,  at  ieaft,  they  did  no  mifchief.  As 
we  learn,  in  the  appendix  to  the  Donation  on  tht 
numbers  of  mankind,  that  this  performance  preceded*  the 
Efay  on  the  populonfn?fs  of  en: i.nt  nations,  written  by  Mr. 
Hume,  we  cannct  but  lament  that  th?  lad  author  per- 
mitted any  arguments  advanced  by  his  adverfary,  to 
remu'.a  unanfwered.  Had  he  chofen  to  follow  Mr. 
Walkce  5ui.  the  Holy  i.ard,  we  Ihould,  probably, 
have  been  cniig'itene.'.  by  a  refutation  of  the  remarks  on 
the  numbers  in  Paleui.ne,  and  the  enrolments  of  the 
tribes  of  !f:~.el ;  but,  on  fuch  an  expedition,  our  ele- 
gant philo:  pher  muft  have  travelled  (to  borrow  his  ex- 
preflive  i  -.touage)  beyond  "  tbe  fphen  of  real  hijlory." 
....  I  c<.r;uot  ccncl-.ivle  this  note,  without  mentioning 
two  productions  which  have  fallen  from  the  pen  of  Mr. 
Wallace,  the  laft  of  which,  in  particular,  bears  an 
honourable  teftimony  to  the  extent  of  his  abilities,  and 
the  integrity  of  his  principles.  His  "  jyftem  cf  the  laws 

*  This  circamjiance  is  not  mentioned  in  tbe  French  tranjlatiw* 
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oppreffions  under  which  they  languilh,  the 
modern  nations,  enjoying  an  eftablifhed  form 
of  government,  are  not  lefs  numerous  than 
the  ancient  nations.  In  fupport  of  this  at- 
fertion,  I  might  advance  one  proof  which 

even  Mr.  Hume  hath  neglected  ;(£J  it  is  the 

fenfible 


ef  Scotland"  is  a  work  of  deep  thought,  and*  indefati- 
gable labour;  it  mull  have  fixed  his  reputation,  al- 
though only  the  digreffive  parts  of  it  had  been  attended 
to,  and  amongft  thefe  parts,  his  charitable  remarks  on 
the  fervitude  of  our  negroes.  The  other  produ&ioa  is 
entitled  "  Ckarafteriftics  of  the  political  ftate  of  Great- 
Britain.  The  late  author  of  "  the  EJlimate  of  the  man- 
ners and  principles  of  the  times,"  told  us,-  fome  years 
fince,  (and  indeed  the  patriotic  writers  tell  us  fo  every 
year)  that  the  nation  was  undone,  that  it  flood  aghaft 
at  its  o'Wft  misfortunes  ;  but  like  a  man  Jlarting  /uddenly 
from  jleep,  by  the  noife  of  feme  approaching  ruin,  knew 
neither  'whence  it  came,  nor  honu  te  avoid  it.  In  anfwcr 
to  the  ejiimate,  and  to  prevent  a  bah  fid  dcfpondency,  the 
Charaderifiics  were  immediately  drawn  up.  The  fa- 
vorable reception  which  the)'  met  with,  was  like  the 
thanks  offered  by  the  Romans,  at  a  more  alarming- 
period,  to  their  conful:  quod  de  republics.  non  defperaffet. 
If  we  lock  back  on  the  national  events,  which  ter- 
minated the  career  of  the  laft  reign,  and  threw  fuch 
luftre  over  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  reign,  we  may 
at  once  difcover,  in  which  of  the  mirrors  prefented 
to  them,  by  Defter  Brown,  and  Mr.  Wallace,  the 
people  of  England  faw  their  own  likenefs.  K. 

(k)  Although  Mr.  Hume  hath  not  mentioned  the 
decreafe  of  wild  beafts,  yet  he  alludes  to  their  numbers, 


232  AN    ESSAY    ON 

fenfible  decreafe  of  wild  Leads,  and  all  noxi- 
ous animals.  It  is  probabje  that  a  Turkifh 
emperor  could  not  colleft  together,  in  lefs 
than  ten  years,  fuch  a  multitude  of  lions, 
tygers,  and  panthers,  as  the  Roman  em- 
perors, the  Confuls,  and  even  the  yEdiles  ex- 
hibited at  thofe  extraordinary  hunting  matches, 
which  were  given  for  the  entertainment  of 
the  people.  With  regard  to  the  population 
of  foine  particular  nations,  I  mufl  affent  to 
the  words  of  Mr.  Hume:  chufe  Dover  or 
Calais  for  a  center :  draw  a  circle  of  two 
hundred  miles  radius :  you  comprehend  London, 
Pans,  the  Netherlands,  the  United  Provinces, 
andfome  of  the  beft  cultivated  farts  of  France, 
and  England.  It  may  fafely,  I  think,  be  affirm- 
ed,- that  no  fpot  of  ground  can  be  found,  in  an- 
tiquity, of  equal  extent,  which  contained  near 
fo  many  great-,  and  -populous  cities,  and  was  fa 
flecked  with  riches,  and  inhabit  ants. 

CHAP. 


as  to  an  argument  againft  the  populoufnefs  cf  ancient 
nations.  After  having  obferved  that,  otv  are  told  by 
fhucydides,  that  the  part  of  Peloponnefus,  adjoining  to 
fjlos,  was  defart,  and  uncultivated;  he  adds,  from 
Herodotus,  that  Macedonia  *was  full  cf  lions  and  'wild 
bulls  \  animals  ivhicb  can  only  inhabit  <vaft  unpizpled  fo* 
rtfts.  Thefe  were  the  two  extremities  of  Greece,  K,« 
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CHAP.     VI. 


Continuation  of  the  famefubjett\  and>  in  par- 
ticular^ an  enquiry  into  the  progrefs  of  po- 
pulation, amongft  the  modern  nations. 


-LNOW,  that  the  reader  is  enabled  to  de- 
termine the  preceding  queftion,  another 
queftion  arifes,  which  is  (till  more  important; 
and,  perhaps,  it  cannot  be  fo  eafily  reiolved. 
Hath  population  increafed,  or  diminimed, 
during  the  courfe  of  ibme  of  the  laft  cen- 
turies ?  is  the  populoufnefs  of  the  prefent 
times,  in  particular,  in  a  ftate  of  aug- 
mentation, or  decay  ?  thefe  queftions  which, 
for  a  long  while  pad,  ought  to  have  been 
iettled  by  a  proper  enumeration,  have  feldom 

met 
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met  with  any  decifions,  but  the  wild  de- 
cifions  of  caprice,  and  flattery.  In  faft, 
juft  as  men  were  inclined  either  to  praife,  or 
to  cenfure  the  government,  to  abrogate  an- 
cient laws,  or  to  cry  up  new  laws ;  they  have 
faid  :  the  evident  decreafe  in  the  population,  the 
Jtriking  increafe  in  the  population  muft  convince 
us  that,  &c.  And  as  fatire,  and  panegyric 
are  feldom  the  one  more  impartial  th  :n  the 
other,  ftrong  exaggerations  were  equally  to 
be  obferved,  on  both  fides. 

Mr.  de  Voltaire  as  fupe.rior  to  all  prejudi- 
ces, as  he  is  to  all  criticifms,  determines  in 
favour  of  our  age,  in  that  immortal  Wbrk,\7J 
which  he  hath  written  for  the  •  inftruction, 
and  the  confolation  of  humanity.  This  phi- 
lofophical  hiftorian  hath  not  endeavoured  to 
conceal  the  detriment,  which  population 
muft  have  felt  from  our  luperftitious  legifla- 
tions,  the  government  of  pridls,  their  in- 
tolerant fpirit,  their  multitudes,  and  their 
proftrffion  of  celibacy.  But  he  fuppoies  that 
thefe  inconveniencies  have  been  compenfated 
by  an  augmentation  of  commerce,  and  in- 
duilry ;  and  he  obierves  that  one  fmgle  dif- 
ference 

"""7 

(1)  Eflai  fur  1'hiftoire  generate. 
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ference  in  the  exercife  of  the  rights  of  war 
hath  been  furHcient  to  incline  the  balance  in 
favour  of  the  populoufnefs  of  the  moderns : 
and  the  reafon  of  this  difference  is,  that  the 
moderns  have  never,  in  the  courfe  of  their 
numerous  wars,  tranfported  the  conquered 
nations.  "  Civil  wars  { ht.  remarks)  for  a  long 
"  ti  .'•  defolated  Germany,  England,  and 
"  France;  butthefe  loffes  were  foon  repaired, 
"  and  the  fiourifhing  fituation  of  theie  coun- 
41  tries  is  a  proof  that  the  induftry  of  man- 
"  kind  hath  been  carried  to  greater  lengths 
*'  than  their  fury.  A  nation  pofTefiing  a 
<l  knowledge  of  the  arts,  not  abfolutely  fub- 
'*  dued,  nor  tranfported  by  a  foreign  power, 
"  arifes  out  of  its  ruins  with  eafe,  and  can 
"  always  re-eftabli-fh  itfelf." 

I  fhould  imagine  that  no  one  can  doubt 
whether  the  populoufnefs  of  England  hath 
increased,  confiderably,  fmce  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth.  The  populoufnefs  of  Ireland,  di- 
minifhed  for  fome  time,  by  civil,  and  reli- 
gious wars,  is,  at  prefent,  in  a  flare  of  im- 
provement. The  long  peace  which  Italy 
hath  enjoyed,  for  a  great  while  paft,  and  the 
wife  adminiftration  of  her  new  fovereigns 
cannot  fail  to  re-people  this  fine  country, 

which, 


236  ANESSAYON 

which,  however,  will  not  reach  its  real  point 
of  fplendour,  until  all  the  Hates  of  which  it 
is  compofed,  (hall 'have  imitated  the  prudent 
conduct  of  the  republic  of  Venice,  wi:h  re- 
gard to  the  Holy  See,  the  Monks,  and  the 
Ecclefiaftics.  As  to  Germany,  the  women 
flill  retain  their  ancient  fruitfulneis  •,  and  as 
it  is  evident,  that  the  proteftant  ditlricts  are 
more  rich,  and  populous,  than  the  other 
diftricts  of  this  empire,  we  may  affert,  from 
experience,  that  the  reformed  religion  hath 
been  advantageous  to  population.  The  Unit- 
ed Provinces  have,  at  leaft,  gained  in  the 
number  of  their  inhabitants,  what  the  ten 
Auftrian  provinces  may  have  loft.  The 
people  of  Denmark,  delivered  from  the  ty- 
ranny of  the  Great,  and,  hitherto,  happy 
under  the  dominion  of  thole  mailers,  whom 
they  elected,  have  feen  their  commerce,  and 
their  navigation  fiourim  within  the  bofom  of 
peace.  The  people  of  Denmark  are,  now, 
richer,  and  more  at  eafe  than  they  were  for- 
merly j  and  therefore,  they  multiply.  This 
is  not  the  caie  in  Sweden,  which,  like  a  coun- 
try given  up  during  a  length  of  time,  to 
daftards,  hath  not  yet  rifen  fuperior  to  the 
loffes  which  it  fuffered,  under  the  govern- 
ment 
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ment  of  an  hero.(m)  It  was  not  in  this 
kingdom,  that  liberty  appeared  under  the 
happieft  aufpices.  That  fuccefiion  of  de- 
mocracy in  the  diets,  of  ariftocracy  in  the 
intermedia!  government  of  the  fenate,  and 
of  monarchy  in  the  royal  mediation,  hath 
rather  reciprocated,  than  compenfated  the 
efforts  of  the  Swedes  •,  and  it  muft  always  be 
regretted,  that  a  noble,  and  valiant  nation 
mould  fcarcely  ever  affemble,  but  to  enact 
abfurd  laws  relative  to  exchange,  and  com- 
merce, as  if  the  heroes  of  the  north,  and 
the  deliverers  of  Germany  transformed  into 
difcounters,  and  Bankers,  had  taken  for  their 
models,  law,  inftead  of  Guftavus. 

The  populoufnefs  of  Ruflia  hath  been  ex- 
aggerated •,  but  although  the  immenfe  toils 
of  Peter  the  Great  are  no  longer  difcernible, 
except  at  Peterfburgh,  and  Cronftadt,  it  may 
be  affirmed  that  this  vaft  empire  is  more 
peopled,  at  prefent,  than  it  was  in  the  time 
of  its  firft  dukes.  Poland  hath  preferved  her- 

felf 

(m)  See  an  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sweden, 
printed  in  the  Gazette  Litteraire,  an  interefting  journal, 
the  want  of  which  we  daily  feel,  as  it  was  the  only 
publication  in  which  the  men  of  letters  had  reafon  to 
imagine  thcrtlfdves  judged  by  their  peers. 
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in  a  ftate  of  dangerous  liberty,(»,v  and  is 
ITT  the  fame  fmiation,  as  Ruffia,  more  rich, 
arid  more  populous  than  when  under  La- 
diflaus  the  fourth,  and  his  immediate  fuo 
cefibrs. 

Spain  doth  not  appear  to  have  experienced 
any  confiderable  alterations,  under  her  new 
dynafty.  It  is  the  fame,  with  refpect  to  Por- 
tugal. There  remain,  then,  the  French, 
who,  as  is  the  cafe  amongft  the  moft  en- 
lightened people  of  all,  poffefs  the  leaft  ac- 
curate knowledge  of  population,  and  of 
other  fubjects  equally  interefting.  This  ex- 
preffion,  which  appears  fomevvhat  paradoxi- 
cal, may  be  more  eafily  explained,  if  we  re- 
flect, that  where  the  people  are  ignorant,  it 
is  the  government  that  makes  every  ufeful 
enquiry,  and  is  generally  furnifhed  with  fuf- 

ficient 

(n)  A  Polander,  reproached  for  having  brought 
fuch  troubles  on  his  country,  anfwered  :  I  prefer  a  dan- 
gerous liberty  to  quiet  JIa<very.  (See  "  Hiftoire  de  Scbiejky" 
or,  "  La  <voix  libre  du  cztcyen.") 

1  have  frequently  been  inclined  to  afk  why  Poland 
preferred,  for  fuch  a  length  of  time,  fo  bad  a  form 
of  government  ?  I  have  imputed  it  to  their  vicinity  to 
the  Turks,  and  Ruffians.  In  fhort,  where  defpotifm  is 
fo  near  at  hand,  no  fpecies  of  liberty  wears  an  un- 
pleafing  afpcft. 
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fkient  means  of  intelligence-,   and  that,  on 
the  contrary,  where  the  people  are  enlight- 
ened, this  bufmefs  is  commonly   entrufted  to 
the  activity  of  particular  individuals.     The 
miniftersy    not  warned  by  too  great    incon- 
veniences,   and    having    perpetually   before 
their  eyes,  a  very  extenfive,  and  complicated 
machine,   pafs  their  whole  political  life,  in 
ftudying  the  fprings  of  it,  and   in  fearing  to 
touch  them  ;    if,  by  accident,  feme  fads,  or 
calculations'  mould,  at  any  time  be  wanting, 
they  are  glad  to  have  recourfe  to  thofe  au- 
thors, whom  they  have  neglected  to  inftruct, 
or  encourage  ;    but  here,  it  always  happens, 
that  the  immenfe  number  of  writers  furnifhes 
arms  for  every  opinion ;    difputes  are  pro- 
traded  j  but  little  is  determined  on,  and  ftiH. 
lefs  is  underftood. 

Such,  amongft  us,  hath  been  the  fate  of  the 
great  queftion,  concerning  the  number  of  our 
countrymen.  That  it  was  obferved  to  have  been 
fenfibly  diminimed,  at  the  peace  of  Ryfwyck, 
is  well  known :  and  yet  the  calculations  of  Mr. 
de  Vauban  carried  it  up  as  high  as  nineteen 
millions,  although  Lorraine  was  not,  at  thac 
time,  annexed  to  our  monarchy.  The  cal- 
culations of  the  imendancs,  employed  by  the 

duke 
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duke  of  Burgundy,  were  not  quite  fo  &* 
vourable.C^  Reckoning  from  that  epochj 
the  v/ar  of  the  fucceffion  was  dill  more  de- 
folating,  than  the  wars  which  had  preceded 
it.  The  long  peace  which  followed  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht,  the  progreis  of  commerce,  and 
our  interior  tranquility  ought  to  have  recruit- 
ed the  nation  i  but  depopulation  was  become 
fajhionabk.  A  fet  of  calculators,  without 
alleging  any  reafon,  frankly  told  us  that  there 
were  not,  in  France,  even  fixteen  millions  of 
inhabitants.  In  fhort,  it  happened,  accord- 
ing to  our  ufual  cuftom,  that  fome  particular 
individuals,  without  any  other  commiffion, 
than  that  with  which  a  pure  zeal  for  the  pub- 
lic 

(o)  See  Projet  tfune  dixme  royale.  Marihal  de 
Vauban,  whofe  fuperiority  as  an  engineer,  will  never 
be  contefted,  whilft  a  ftone  remains  within  the  port  of 
Dunkewjue,  was  the  author  of  this  work.  The  pro- 
pofals  whuh  it  contained  were,  a  fuppreffion  of  the 
land-tax,  the  excife,  the  duties  of  the  cuftoms  collected 
throughout  the  provinces,  the  tenths  of  the  clergy,  and 
every  burdenfome,  and  involuntary  impolt ;  and  a  di- 
minution, by  more  than  one  half,  of  the  price  of  fait. 
This  dixme  royale,  or  royal  tithe,  was  to  fupply  the  king 
with  a  certain,  and  fufficient  revenue,  collected  with- 
out expence,  or  being  more  chargeable  to  one  fubjeft, 
than  to  another  fubjeft;  and  to  encreafe  with  the  im- 
proved, and  fiouriili.ing  cultivation  of  the  land?.  K. 
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lie  welfare  had  invefled  them,  conceived  a 
defign  of  entering  into  the  moft  accurate 
enquiries,  relating  to  this  fubject.  Some 
refpectable  magiftrates  have  availed  them- 
felves  of  the  opportunities  which  their  differ- 
ent adminiftrations  afforded  them,  in  order 
to  bring  together,  at  leaft,  elements  which 
might  ferve,  as  the  bafis  of  ulterior  calcu- 
lations. Such  is  the  laborious  undertaking 
of  Mr.  de  la  Michaudiere,  digefted,  and 
publimed  by  Mr.  de  Meffence  :  it  is,  of  all 
the  works  of  this  kind,  the  plaineft,  and  the 
beft  conceived. (p) 

Abbe  Expilly  hath  profited  by  thefe  in- 
ftructions,  and  procured  more  -,(q)  exact  enu- 
merations have  been  collected ;  the  lifts  al- 

VOL.  II.  R  ready 

(p)  Mr.  de  Meffence,  fecretary  of  the  intendancy, 
hath  compofed,  under  the  infpeclion,  of  Monfieur  de  la 
Michaudiere,  a  work  entitled,  "  Recbercbes  fur  la  po- 
pulation:" it  contains  a  very  exact  lift  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, in  the  provinces  of  Auvergne,  the  Lionnois, 
and  Normandy,  in  which  diftrifts,  Mr.  de  la  Michau- 
diere hath  been,  fucceffively,  intendant.  This  ma- 
giftrate  is,  now,  counfellor  of  ftate,  and  provoft  of  the 
merchants  at  Paris.  K. 

(q)  The  following  particulars  are  taken  from  a 
work,  which  Abbe  Expilly  lately  prefented  to  the  King 
of  France. 

From 
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ready  taken  notice  of,  or  falling  under  inV 
mediate  obfervation,-  have  been  thrown  into 
one  point  of  view  ;  the  different  epochs  have 
been  compared  together,  &c.  The  refult  of 
thefe  labours  is,  a  dilcovery  that  the  po- 
pulation of  France  hath  mcreafed,  for  the 
laft  fifty  years,  about  a  twelfth  part,  and 
that,  at  prefent,  it  may  be  reckoned  to  have 
amounted  to  twenty-one,  or  twenty- two  mil- 
lions of  inhabitants. (r) 

It 

From  1691,  to  1700  inclufively,  there  were  in  the 
35,127  parifhes  contained  in  France,  7,679,083  births. 
1,807,891  marriages.  6,784,724  deaths. 

From  17^4,  to  1763,  inclufively,  and  in  the  fame 
number  of  parifhfes,  8,522,1 10  births.  1,890,472  mar- 
riages. 6,564,694  deaths. 

From  1754,  to  1763,  in  the  42,105  pariflies  of  France, 
including  the  parifhes  of  Lorraine,  and  Barre,  8,661,381 
births.  1,922,163  marriages.  6,664, 161  deaths.  K. 

(r)  Mr.  de  Vauban  reckoned  that  France  contained 
fcarcely  more  than  627  perfons,  to  a  (quare  league  of 
2282  toifes.*  He,  notwithftanding  afTerts  that  it  ap- 
peared from  very  exafl  calculations,  that  there  were  in 
the  provinces  of  Picardy,  of  Briranny,  of  the  Artois, 
and  of  Normandy,  more  than  700  perfons  to  fuch  a 
fquare  league.  Now,  Mr.  de  la  Michaudiere  reckons, 
in  the  Generalite  of  Rouen,  1:58  perfons  to  a  fquare 

league 

*  The  Frencl  toife  is  fix  feet,  and  the  French  foot  it  alrnaji 
three  quarters  of  an  inch  longer  than  the  Engiijbfoot. 
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It  were  greatly  to  be  wifhed  that  the  govern- 
ment would  give  orders  for  a  general  enumera- 
tion, every  where  grounded  on  the  fame  prin- 
ciples. This,  undoubtedly,  will,  one  day,  hap- 
pen j  probably,  at  the  introduction  of  a  new 
Purvey  of  lands,  the  cftablilhment  of  a  pro- 
portional taxation,  and  the  emancipation  of 
commerce  from  all  interior  duties.  In  the 
mean  time,  whilft  thefe  little  objects  may  be 
under  confideration,  we  can  affirm,  with 
pleafure,  that  if  the  number  of  men  be  en- 
creafed,  the  number  of  monks  is  diminilhed. 
R  2  It 

league  of  2400  toifbs ;  in  the  Generalite  of  Lyons  866 
perfons ;  and  in  the  Generalite  of  Auvergne  640  per- 
fons. At  a  medium,  we  may  allow  864  perfons  to  the 
fquare  league,  in  thefe  Generality,  and  this  medium 
may  the  rather  be  adopted  in  calculating  for  the  whole 
kingdom,  as,  if  the  Generalit-e  of  Rouen  be  the  molt 
populous,  the  Generalite  of  Auvergne  is,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  leaft  populous.  Now,  according  to  Mr.  de 
Vauban,  if  France,  without  comprifing  Lorraine,  con- 
tained Sooinhabitants  to  a  fquare  league,  the  full  number 
of  inhabitants  muft  have  been  24  millions.  Perhaps 
the  furvey  of  Mr.  de  Vauban  is  not  quite  exacl;  per- 
haps, the  Angoumois,  and  the  Limofin  are  not  fo  po- 
pulous as  the  Generalite  of  Auvergne;  but,  in  fhort,  we 
have  here  a  calculation,  which  affigns  to  France  a  very 
large  population.  The  calculations  of  the  farmers-ge- 
neral fix  the  number  of  perfons,  concerned  in  the 

farming 
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It  is  evident,  from  very  exact  calculations, 
that  5538  of  the  religious  order  of  both 
fexes  died  at  Paris,  from  1726  to  1744  in- 
clufively ;  and  that  from  1 744  to  1 763  in- 
clufively,  there  died  only  3292  :  now,  as  the 
monks  of  the  laft  thirty  years  have  not  (at 
leaft,  in  a  phyfical  fenfe)  rendered  them- 
felves  immortal,  it  appears  that  their  number 
hath  decreafed,  at  Paris,  more  than  one 
third.  The  cafe  is  the  fame  with  regard  to 
the  other  diftricts  of  the  kingdom.  Some 
very  able  men,  to  whom  the  government 
hath  intruded  that  department  of  admini- 
ftration,  which  relates  to  the  polity  of  re- 
ligious orders,  have  frequently  allured  me, 

that 

farming  of  tobacco,  at  18  millions.  A  very  refpeftable 
magiftrate,f  whofe  lofs  muft  ftill  have  been  feverely 
felt,  if  he  himfelf  had  not  formed  a  fucceflbr,  every 
way  worthy  of  him,  hath  frequently  aflured  me,  that 
all  the  calculations,  which  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
examining,  and  comparing,  convinced  him  that  there 
really  was  a  great  depopulation  in  France,  until  1714; 
but  that  after  this  epoch,  the  population  became  con- 
fiderably  increafed.  See  Dixme  Roy  ale  ;  Recherches,  &c. 
by  Mr.  de  Meflence;  DiSionnairt  geograpbique,  by 
Abbe  Expilly. 

•\  Mr.  de  Trudaine,  ivhofe  fan,  and fuccejjbr  in  bis  pofls, 
it  counfellor  of  Jlate,  counfellor  to  the  council  of  commerce, 
and  royal  council  of  Finances,  intendant  of  the  finances,  &c. 
Mr.  de  Trudaine,  the  father,  died  in  1765.  K. 
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that  they  found  no  more  than  28  thoufand 
mendicant  friars,  including  the  Carmelites, 
the  Jacobines,  &c.  and  that  they  did  not 
imagine  that  the  others  exceeded  the  number 
of  twelve  thoufand.  In  1700,  there  were 
ninety  thoufand  religious  perfons  of  both 
fexes.  Suppofmg  the  number  of  religious 
perfons  to  be  equal  to  the  number  of  monks, 
there  would  be  a  diminution  of  a  ninth  part. 
Indeed,  this  diminution  doth  not  bear  any 
proportion  to  the  diminution  which  we  have 
obferved  in  the  city  of  Paris,  but  the  re- 
volutions of  opinions,  and  manners,  take 
their  rife,  always,  in  the  capitals.  Befides, 
the  expulfion  of  the  Jefuits,  and  the  ordi- 
nance which  throws  up  fuch  impediments 
againft  the  taking  of  vows,  and  againft  the 
re-union  of  thofe  little  communities,  which 
are  but  too  often  fandluaries  for  idlenefs,  and 
diforder,  cannot  fail  to  reduce  the  number 
of  thefe  men,  who  are  at  leaft  unferviceable 
to  their  country. 

But,  a  circumftance  the  moft  interefting 
to  the  progrefs  of  population,  is  the  law  of 
of  1764,  which  permits  the  exportation  of 
corn  ;  this  falutary  edict  hath  already  revived 
the  fpirits  of  the  provinces,  and  occafioned  a 
R  3  brilk 
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briflc  return  of  money,  amongft  the  culti- 
vators. It  every  where  encourages  the  pro- 
duction of  fubfiftance;  and  InbfifUnce  is 
always  the  ftandard  of  population :  for,  if 
we  have  obferved  with  Mr.  Hume,  that  po- 
pulation is  conftantly  in  a  {late  of  reftraint, 
we  can  only  attribute  this  perpetual  impedi- 
ment to  a  want  of  fubfiftance.^J  Let  us 
hope  for  every  advantage  from  fo  found  a 
policy,  and  allow  that  if  it  hath  been  attend- 
ed by  fomf  inconveniencies,  they  ought  ra- 
ther to  be  afcribed  to  a  neglect  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  law,  than  to  the  law  itfelf. 
Befides,  is  it  not  well  known,  that  there  can 
be  no  important  alteration,  without  fome 

moments 

(3)  We  may  obferve,  from  the  calculations  publim- 
ed  by  Mr.  de  MefTence,  that,  after  the  defolatkm 
caufed  by  the  plague  at  Marfeilles,  marriages  were  more 
fruitful  in  Provence,  than  they  had  been,  previous  to 
that  evenc.  The  cafe  is  the  fame,  after  the  ceffation 
of  thofe  calamities  which  diminiih  the  proportion  of 
men,  to  fubfiftance,  without  deflroying  the  means  of 
re-producing  that  fubfiflance.  From  this  fingle  ccn- 
fideration,  we  may,  at  once,  conclude  that  the  de- 
population, which  is  the  confequence  of  a  contagion, 
may,  of  all  others,  be  the  moft  eafily  repaired.  But  a 
depopulation  will  be  attended  by  contrary  efTeas,  when- 
foever  it  proceeds  from  a  ruinous  war,  or  a  bad  ad- 
mi  niflration. 
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moments  of  crifis  ?  fince,  therefore,  there  is 
every  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  population 
is  augmented,  and  that  it  will  (till  augment, 
the 'only  remaining  enquiry  is,  whether  a 
great  population  be  precifely  the  object  to 
which  every  good  government  ought  to  tend; 
and  whether  iuch  a  population  may,  always, 
be  confidered  as  a  certain  proof  of  the  prof- 
perity  of  a  nation. CO 

R  4  CHAP. 

(t)  The  candour,  by  which  I  profefs  myfelf  to  be 
guided,  will  not  allow  me  to  negleft  the  mention  of  a 
very  fingular  circumftance,  as  it  is  recorded  in  the' 
hiftory  of  France,  continued  by  Villaret.  This  author 
affirm?,  that  he  fa\v,  ifl  the  library  of  the  king,  a  ma- 
nufcfipt,  in  which  was  a  quotation  from  another  ma- 
nufcript,  under  the  title  of  Etat  du  fubjide  impofe  far 
feux  en  1328.  According  to  this  jiate,  the  provinces 
fubject  to  the  tax  of  hearth-money,  in  the  time  of 
Philip  de  Valois,  contained  two  million,,  five  hundred 
thoufand  hearths,  which  imply  a  population  fo  much 
the  more  confiderable,  as  the  greater  part  of  Guienne, 
the  counties  of  Foix,  and  of  Armagnac,  Roufillon, 
Burgundy,  Franche  Comte,  Flanders,  Hainault,  the 
Artois,  Britanny,  Alfs.ce,  Dauphiny,  and  Provence 
were  not  included.  Mr.  de  Villaret  fuppofes  that  the 
provinces,  liable  to  the  payment  of  this  duty,  did  not 
form  a  third  of  the  kingdom,  fuch  as  it  is  at  prefenf, 
which  ought  confequently  to  have  contained  at  that  time 
nearly  eight  millions  of  hearths :  this  would  give  us 
;we.nty-fuur  millions  of  inhabitants,  reckoning  only 

three 
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CHAP.    VII. 

Continuation  of  the  fame  fubjeft.     Is  poptikuf- 
nefs  afurefign  of  thejlrength  of  a  ft  ate? 

JL  Have  no  doubt  but  that  many  perfons 
would  determine  this  queftion  in  the  affirm- 
ative ;  and  fuch  an  opinion  naturally  appears 
to  be  derived  from  a  principle,  which  we  have 

hitherto 

three*  perfons  to  each  hearth ;  and  to  thefe,  we  rnuft 
likewife  add  all  the  ferfy  the  clergy,  the  univerfities, 
and  the  nobility,  who  were  exempted  from  the  tax. 
Hence  it  follows,  that  we  may  fix  this  population  at  the 
number  of  thirty-two  millions.  Such  an  inference  is 
rather  too  extraordinary  not  to  raife  a  fufpicion  of  the 
authenticity  cf  the  memorials,  from  which  it  is  drawn. 
It  is  impoffible  that  the  augmentation  in  the  number  of 
the  clergy,  the  crufades,  the  feodal  anarchy,  the  fer- 
vitude  cf  the  people,  &c.  could  have  avoided  proving 
a  great  obftacle  to  the  progrefs  of  population ;  and 
this  confideration  mult  immediately  occafion  a  prejudice 
againil  the  foregoing  calculations.  I  muft  beg  leave  to 

obfervc 
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hitherto  eftablifhed.  But,  as  it  hath  been 
ingenioufly  obferved  by  one  of  our  contem- 
poraries, whofe  abilities,  eftimated  by  ability 

itfelf, 

obferve  that,  perhaps,  Mr.  Villaret  hath,  entirely 
of  hi.i  own  accord,  fuppofed  that  the  provinces  fubjeft 
to  the  tax  of  hearth-money  formed  only  the  third  of  the 
population.  He  remarks,  in  another  place,  that  when 
the  Black  Prince  would  have  levied  this  tax  of  20  fols, 
for  each  hearth,  (in  confequence  of  which  the  majority 
of  his  fabje&s  revolted)  it  was  calculated  that  it  would 
produce  1,200,000  livres,  or  52,5007.  fterling.  It  is 
very  clear  that  this  conjecture  was  made  at  a  venture,  as 
it  fuppofes  that  the  population  of  the  provinces  fubjecl 
to  England,  was  equal  to  one  half  of  the  population 
of  the  provinces,  which  compofed  the  monarchy.  Let 
us,  however,  for  a  moment,  admit  the  facl ;  yet  with- 
out neglefting  another  facl,  which  may  be  found  in 
Ducange.  (in  -verb,  focagium.)  This  learned  author 
mentions  an  inftrument,  inferted  in  the  hiflory  of  Bri- 
tanny,  in  which  notice  is  taken  of  a  tax  of  hearth- 
money,  affigned  over  by  the  duke,  to  the  conftable 
Cliflbn,  for  the  payment  of  a  debt  which  he  claimed. 
According  to  this  inftrument,  the  number  of  hearths, 
in  all  the  province,  amounted  only  to  69,748.  Erat 
autem  exbibitus  tiumerus  focorum  turn  contriluentium  in 
communis  focagiis  qui  afcendebant  ad  fummam  69,748. 
Now,  if  Britanny  contained  only  fuch  a  number  of 
hearths,  might  we  not  divide  thofe  provinces,  which 
remained  out  of  the  royal  jurifdiftion,  into  four  lots, 
each  of  which  lots  would  be  nearly  equal  to  Britanny. 
The  firft  lot  would  contain  Burgundy,  and  the  Franche 

Comte ;  the  fecond  lot  would  contain  Flanders-,  Hai- 

nault, 
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itfelf,  have  been  happily  thrown  into  a&ion •* 
we  are  only  well  acquainted  with  truths  when 

ws 

nault,  and  the  Artois ;  the  third  lot  would  contain 
Alface,  and  Lorraine  ;  the  fourth  lot  would  contain 
Dauphiny,  and  Provence :  within  all  thefe  together, 
including  Uncanny,  there  would  only  be  about  350,000 
hearths.  If  to  this  number,  .we  add  the  number  cal- 
culated for  Guyenne,  there  will  be  but  155,000  hearths 
for  all  thofe  provinces  of  our  monarchy,  which  were 
not,  at  that  time,  fubjeft  to  the  authority  of  our  kings. 
I  do  not,  indeed,  pretend  to  give  this,  as  an  exad 
computation  ;  yet  it  appears  to  be  at  leait  as  exad  as  the 
computation  of  Mr.  Villaret.  This  author  only 
reckons  three  perfons  to  each  hearth,  which  is  wandering 
very  widely  from  the  real  eftimate.  There  is  great  room 
to  imagine,  that  with  regard  to  this  tax,  the  mode  of 
afieffment  was  different  from  what  it  is  at  prefent.  I 
find,  alfo,  in  Ducange,  a  paflage  which  he  hath  taken 
from  the  regirters  of  the  chamber  of  accounts.  Where 
mention  is  made  of  the  manner  in  which  the  tax  of 
hearth-money  ought  to  be  collected  in  Normandy,  the 
words  are  :  fe  in  eadem  domo  manferint  quatuar  homines , 
i'el  f  lures,  vel  pauciores,  de  q:dbus  unufquijqne  -vi-vat  de 
fuo  propiio,  dat  fatagium  :  <vidua  etzam,  Ji  babet  de  mobih 
\\fol.  aut  amplius,  dat  focagium  ;  as  to  the  number  ot 
exempted  perfons,  which,  in  the  computation  of  Mr. 
Villaret,  runs  up  fo  high,  the  fame  manufcript  informs 
us,  that  a  bilhop,  or  an  abbe,  could  only  exempt  fix 
cf  their  train. 

The  refult  of  all  this  is,  that  no  ccnchulons  can  be 
drawn  from  principles  fo  uncertain,  and  fo  contradictory. 
Mr,  de  Villaret  may  be  furprifed  that  we  have  only- 
carried 
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we  can  ascertain  their  limits. (u)  It  is  in  ge- 
neral true,  that  populoufnefs  is  a  proof  of  the 
profperity,  and  power  of  a  nation,  becauie 
it  is  in  general  true,  that  agriculture,  com- 
merce, and  a  wile  legiflation  multiply  the 
number  of  mankind ;  and  i-ics  verfd.  But 
is  not  population  fometimcs  connected  with 
phyfical  caules,  which  may  prevail  ovxr  mo- 
ral 

carried  the  population  of  all  the  provinces,  of  which 
we  have  made  an  enumeration,  as  high  as  a  third  of 
that  population,  which  he  afcribes  to  Cayenne,  and  to 
the  other  countries,  fubjecl  to  England :  we,,  in  our 
turn,  are  equally  furprifed  that  he  ihould  eftimate  that 
population,  at  the  half  of  the  population  of  thofe  pro- 
vinces, which  were  under  an  immediate  obedience  to 
the  king.  Befides,  he  produces.no  regifter  for  Cayenne, 
and 'we  have  produced  a  very  accurate  regifter  for  Bri- 
tanny.  The  refult  of  his  calculation  is,  that  the  kingr 
dom,  fuch  as  it  is  at  prefent,  might,  at  that  period, 
have  contained  32  millions  of  inhabitants  ;  the  refult 
of  our  calculation  is,  that  the  kingdom  contained  only 
thirteen,  or  fourteen  millions  of  inhabitants ;  for  four 
millions  of  hearths  would  only  give  us  twelve  millions 
of  contributors ;  and  we  muft  prefume  that  we  are 
juitined,  in  fuppofing  that  the  number  of  exempted 
perfons  was,  by  no  means,  fo  confiderable  as  Mr.  Vil- 
laret  hath  imagined.  Amidit  thefe  obfcurities,  reafon 
muft  determine ;  reafon  mult  teach  us,  that  a  people 
delivered  up  to  anarchy,  and  fuperltition,  can  never 
multiply  beyond  a  certain  point. 

(u}  See  "  Memoirs  fur  le  commerce  des  colonies  afucre" 
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ral  caufes  ?  Do  not  countries  exift,  which  arc 
more  favorable  to  the  propagation  of  the 
human  fpecies,  than  other  countries  ?  and 
is  there  always  an  equal  proportion  between 
the  number  of  individuals,  and  the  felicity 
which  they  enjoy  ?  facts  are  alone  fufficient  to 
enable  us  to  determine  thefe  queftions.  For, 
if,  in  profecuting  thefe  enquiries,  it  mould 
appear  difficult  to  find  countries  entirely 

covered  with  inhabitants,  it  would  not  at  lead 

_ 

be  fo  difficult  to  find  countries  totally  defert- 
ed.  The  coafts  of  Africa,  the  Ottoman 
empire,  and  even  the  empire  of  the  Czars 
would  furnilh  us  with  too  many  inftances  of 
this  kind.  But,  not  to  fearch  after  diftant 
examples,  we  may  produce  feveral  little  ftates 
of  Germany,  without  commerce,  and  with- 
out induftry,  governed  with  no  fmall  degree 
of  tyranny,  and  perpetually  opprefied  by  the 
prefence  of  a  petty  fovereign,  who,  the  moft 
frequently,  owes  his  domain  only  to  fome 
ecclefiaftical  dignity,  and  is  impatient  to  de- 
vour a  precarious  property,  which  he  cannot 
bequeath  to  his  pofterity.  Well,  then !  in 
thefe  little  ftates,  the  people  multiply  •,  their 
marriages  are  not  happy,  but  they  are  com- 
mon: their  huibandry  is  not  rich,  but  it  is 

fruitful, 
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fruitful,   and  the  human  fpccies  conftantly 
find  a  fufnciency  for  their  fupport. 

It  muft.be  confefled  that  fomeof  the  pro- 
vinces in  France  are  in  a  very  miferable  fi- 
tuation,  and  appear  to  have  been  hitherto 
conftantly  forgotten  by  the  government,  ex- 
cept in  the  laying  on  of  duties.  Within  thefe 
few  years,  Berri,  and  the  Limofin  had  neither 
roads,  nor  commerce ;  and  yet  langoifhed 
under  the  weight  of  impofitions,(X)  by  fo 
much  the  more  burdenfome,  becaufe  in  thefe 
elective  countries,  the  taxation  was  arbitrary. 
The  ftate  reaped  where  it  had  not  fown.  I 
allow  that  thefe  provinces  are  not  the  moft 
populous  provinces  in  the  kingdom;  but  ftill 
they  are  populous,  and  certainly,  the  number 
of  inhabitants  which  they  contain  is  in  a  pro- 
portion greatly  exceeding  the  proportion  of 
their  conveniencies  of  life.  It  is,  that  we 
are  not  acquainted  with  all  the  refources  of 

nature. 


(x)  More  attention  than  ufual  hath  been  lately  payed 
to  the  welfare  of  thefe  provinces  ;  and  the  appointment 
of  able,  and  upright  magiilrates  to  prefide  over  them, 
is  a  meafure  from  which  they  have  already  derived 
great  advantages.  The  wife,  and  enlightened  zeal,  by 
which  fuch  governors  are  actuated,  muft  be  entirely 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people. 
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nature.  It  is,  that  me  is  capable  of  efforts* 
which  we  cannot  eftimate  j  and  this  is  the 
reafon  why  we  are  always  miftaken  in  efta- 
blifhing  too  general  principles,  or  rather  in 
the  confequences  which  we  draw  from  thefe 
principles. 

^v.bji fiance  is  the  ftandard  cf  population. 
Were  the  quantity  of  fubfiftance  to  decreafe, 
the  number  of  individuals  muft  decreafe  in  the 
fame  proportion.  It  muft  decreafe,  without 
doubt :  in  the  fame  proportion  ?  that  is  ano- 
ther affair ;  or,  at  leaft,  it  can  only  be  at  the 
clofe  of  a  very  long  period  that  this  pro- 
portion will  be  found  exaft.  The  degradati- 
ons of  the  political  fyftem  fomewhat  reiemble 
the  receffion  of  the  tides ;  the  wave,  in  re- 
tiring, always  flows  again  over  its  former 
track  i  to  judge  whether  its  motion  be  retro- 
grade, we  muft  watch  it  with  great  attention. 
Before  that  the  life  of  men  can  become  (hort- 
ened,  or  that  even  the  fources  of  life  can  be 
impaired,  calamity  muft  have  overthrown 
their  powers,  and  multiplied  their  difeafes. 
When  calamity  may  have  invaded  a  country, 
when  the  fubfiftance  may  have  been  diminiih- 
cd,  in  a  certain  quantity,  a  fixth  part,  for 
ir (lance,  it  will  not  happen  that  a  fixth  part 

of 
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of  the  inhabitants  either  die  of  hunger,  or 
Iranfport  themfclves  to  another  fpot ;  but 
thele  wretched  individuals  muft,  in  general, 
•confume  a  fixth  part  lels,  and  thus,  of  courfe, 
unfortunately  for  them,  deftrudion  doth  not 
always  follow  calamity  ;  and  nature,  more  an 
ceconomift  than  tyrants  are,  beft  knows  at 
how  fmall  a  coft  mankind  may  fubfift.  They 
may  ftill  be  numerous,  but  they  will  be  weak, 
and  miferable,  whcnfoever  a  year  of  labour 
(hall  have  but  juft  fupplied  each  individual 
with  an  hard  fubfiftance  for  himfelf,  and  for 
his  family  -,  or  whenlbever  an  exaction  mail 
have  taken  away  from  him,  daily,  the  trifling 
overplus  with  which  he  might  have  formed 
a  capital,  a  mean  of  improving  his  arts  of 
hufbandry,  and  bettering  his  circumftances. 
It  is  in  this  inftance,  that  by  taking  from 
"him  a  little,  he  is  deprived  of  a  great  deal. 
I  affirm,  therefore,  that  fuch  a  country  may 
t>e  populous,  without  being  either  powerful, 
Or  formidable  :  I  affirm  that  if  a  war  fhould 
arife,  but  few  refources  can  be  expected 
from  fuch  a  country,  and  that  it  may  be  fub- 
•dued  with  eafe,  by  a  lefs  numerous  people. 

If,  on   the  contrary,  there  mould  exift  a 
.nation  which,  without  being  very  numerous, 

poffefics 
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poflefles  a  great  quantity  of  well-cultivated 
lands ;  which  daily  increafes  its  agriculture, 
and  its  commerce,  whilft  its  population  doth 
not  increafe  in  a  fimilar  proportion  •,  and 
which,  in  fhort,  raifes  a  much  greater  meafure 
of  fubfiftance,  without  maintaining  a  greater 
number  of  inhabitants,  I  affirm  \\\tt  this  nation 
muft  confume  fpecifically  more  than  other  nations  > 
and  that,  here,  the  tariff  of  human  life  is  higher 
than  elfewhere.  This,  then>  is  the  fureft  fign 
of  the  felicity  of  mankind.  In  fuch  a  fituation 
is  England.fjyJ  Compare  one  ftate  with 

another 

(y)  In  this  place,  is  meant  only  England,  properly  fo 
called,  for  there  is  no  nation  which  can  have  reafon  to 
envy  Scotland,  or  Ireland.  The  inhabitants  of  England 
are  commonly  rated  at  feven  millions.  As  England 
is  not  much  more  extenfive  than  a  third  of  France,  it 
rnuft  be  peopled,  if  the  above  calculation  be  exaft,  pre- 
cifely  in  the  fame  proportion ;  bvt  it  muft  be  obferved 
that  England  enjoys  feveral  advantages  not  to  be  met 
with  in  France.  Being  in  moft  parts  rather  a  level 
country,  it  is,  of  courfe,  peculiarly  adapted  to  the 
culture  of  corn,  and  pafturage.  Betides,  it  is  furrounded 
by  the  fea,  and  the  nature  of  its  foil  is  the  occafion 
of  its  good,  and  eafily-repaired  roads.  On  the  other 
hand,  its  commercial  concerns  are  attended  with  par- 
ticular conveniencies,  on  account  of  its  pofition  between 
Europe,  and  America,  whilft  its  infular  fituation 
fecures  its  tranquility.  It  is  but  juft,  therefore,  to 

compare 
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another  (late,  one  clafs  with  another  clafs, 
one  profcfiion  with  another  profefiion,  and 
.you  will  find  that  the  fubfiftance  of  an  En- 
glifhman  is  always  rated  at  an  higher  afiize, 
than  the  fubfiftance  of  a  Frenchman,  or  a 
VOL.  II.  S  German. 

compare  England  only  to  the  richell  provinces  of 
France ;  as  to  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  it  will  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  oppofe  to  thefe  countries,  the  Limofin,  Au- 
vergne,  Pfovence,  and  fome  parts  of  Champagne* 
Under  this  point  of  view,  England  would  be  fpecifi- 
cally  lefs  populous  than  France,  for  Scotland,  and 
Ireland  together,  do  not  contain  four  millions  of  in- 
habitants. But  I  am  much  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
Englim  are  alfo  infected  by  the  rage  of  depreciating 
their  population.  Their  only  mode  of  enumeration  is 
by  houfes,  of  which,  there  are  fuppofed  to  be  twelve 
hundred  thoufand  ;  and  the  calculators  allow  but  five 
or  fix  perfons  to  each  houfe.  Now,  we  may  obferve 
from  the  calculations  of  Mr.  de  Meflence,  that  in  Paris, 
he  allows  twenty -four  perfons  to  each  houfe.  It  is  true, 
that  there,  the  numbers  run  higher  than  in  England. 
But,  in  London,  Briflol,  Oxford,  Cambridge  and  Bir- 
mingham, one  may  very  well  allow  fifteen,  or  eighteen, 
perfons  to  each  houfe.  The  fame  calculations  give  us 
for  the  provinces  five  perfons  to  each  hearth,  or  fire ; 
and  as  there  are  always  many  more  hearths  than  houfes, 
every  circumftance  concurs  to  prove  that  twelve  hundred 
thoufand  houfes  mu!l  include  many  more  than  feven 
millions  of  inhabitants. 

Although  I  cannot  prefume  to  calculate  with  any 
degree  of  accuracy,  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 

England, 
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German.  I  do  not  except  even  the,  poor, 
who,  when  they  are  in  the  hofpitals,  and 
.places  built  for  their  reception  and  fupport, 
are  not  refufed  any  of  thofe  provifions,  which 
we  ihould  confider  as  a  kind  of  luxury,  fuch 

as 


England,  yet,  whilft  I  confefs  that  fome  of  our  writers 
have  fixed  it  fo  low  as  feven  millions,  I  muft  obferve, 
that  in  1753,  it  was  rated,  and  that,  from  very  mo- 
derate computations,  at  eight  millions.  In  a  memo- 
rial, which  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  late  Mr. 
Charles  Townfhend,  the  number  of  houfes,  cottages 
included,  were  reckoned  at  one  million,  three  hundred 
thoufand.  Now,  if  we  allow  but  five  inhabitants  to 
each  houfe,  not  either  in  London,  or  in  Weftminfter, 
aqd  fifteen  inhabitants  to  each  houfe  within  thefe  two 
cities,  fuppofing  the  number  of  houfes  to  be  only  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand,  which  is  certainly  much 
telew  the  mark,  the  total  of  the  inhabitants  will  be 
eight  millions.  As  in  this  calculation,  only  five  in- 
habitants are  allowed  to  each  houfe  in  fuch  populous 
places  as  Southwark,  Briftol,  Oxford,  Cambridge,  and 
Birmingham,  it  cannot  furely  be  a  wild  conjecture, 
fhould  we  fix  the  total  amount  of  inhabitants  at  ten 
millions.  I  am  greatly  miftaken,  if  an  accurate  cal- 
culation would  not  go  far  beyond  that  fum.  When  it 
is  confidered  how  eafily  exaft  lifts  of  all  the  inhabitants 
-night  be  annually  collefted,  it  feems  aflonifhing  that 
the  government,  who  have,  on  fome  occafions,  been 
warmly  engaged  in  more  contemptible  parfuits,  fhould 
not  imagine  that  fuch  an  object  was  deferving  of  their 
notice.  K. 
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as  beer,  tea/zj  white  bread,  &c.  On  this 
account,  the  Englifh  are  more  active,  more 
robuft,  and,  in  particular,  better  workmen 
than  the  individuals  of  other  nations :  for  we 
muft  always  keep  in  view  this  truth,  which, 
is  demonftrated  by  experience,  namely,  that 
the  high  price  of  wages  is  not  fo  detrimental 
to  trade,  as  many  perfons  are  apt  to  imagine. 
The  reafon  is,  that  the  man  who  confumes 
the  moft,  is  the  man  who  works  the  beft. 
An  Englifh  officer,  directed  to  fuperintend 
S  2  the 

(«.)  It  is  this  which  renders  the  poor  rates  fo  burden- 
fome  in  England.*  A  great  inconvenience  might  have 
refulted  from  it ;  for  the  proprietors  of  landed  eitates, 
fearing  an  augmentation  of  this  tax,  began  to  dif- 
courage  population  as  much  as  they  could,  by  removing 
all  their  little  tenants,  and  particularly  thofe  manu- 
faftures  which  afforded  but  a  precarious  fubfiftance, 
and  which,  falling  to  decay,  fometimes  reduced  the 
perfots  employed  in  them  to  beggary.  Thefe  incon- 
veniencies  have  been,  for  fome  time  paft,  remedied; 
the  majority  of  the  proprietors  having  joined  together, 
and  formed  eftabliftiments,  to  the  fupport  of  which, 

they, 

*  The  author  of  a  late  performance,  entitled  "  Real  Grie- 
vances," affirms  that  the  poors  rate,  in  the  year  1764, 
amounted  to  more  than  two  millions,  and  tiuo  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds.  One  is  almofl  inclined  to  doubt  the  faft,  tbefum 
is  fo  exorbitant.  It  is  (as  he  obferves)  confiderably  greater 
than  what  u  ed  to  defray  the  expences  of  government  to- 
wards the  conclufion  of  the  laft  century.  K, 
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the  conftruction  of  fome  intrenchment,  di- 
vided the  work  between  Engliihmen  and 
Scotchmen.  He  payed  the  Englifhmen,  for 
their  days  labour,  double  the  fum  which  he 
payed  the  Scotchmen.  Thefe  laft  complain- 
ing, he  put  all  the  workmen  to  the  trial,  and 
they  were  to  be  paid  at  an  equal  rate,  accord- 
ing to  their  reipective  earnings;  but  here  the 
Scotchmen  were  greater  loiers  than  before.(^) 

I  do 

they,  according  to  their  property,  contribute,  and 
'where,  the  poor  are  put  to  work.  By  thefe  means,  no 
one  any  longer  finds  an  intereft  in  driving  them  away 
from  him ;  each  individual  ought  rather  to  wifli  that 
fuch  a  population  might  be  near  him,  as  he  mutt  reap 
an  advantage  from  whatfoever  they  produced,  whilft 
his  neighbours  bear  a  part  in  the  expence  of  maintain- 
ing them.  Thefe  fafts,  which  are  but  little  known  in 
France,  muft  be  of  fervice,  in  proving  that  charitable 
eftablimments,  which  are  calculated  for  the  fupport, 
and  multiplication  of  the  people,  may  fometimes  run 
counter  to  their  objeft ;  they,  likewife,  teach  us  that 
all  manufactures  which  have  no  connection  with  agri- 
culture, are  the  molt  common  fources  of  beggary.  The 
truly  ufeful  works  are  fpinning,  knitting,  weaving,  &c. 
In  thefe  occupations,  the  labourer  and  his  family  may 
fill  up  the  winter  days,  the  long  evenings,  and  all  the 
time,  during  which,  they  are  not  working  in  the 
grounds. 

(a)  Mr.  Pennant  informs  us,  in  his  tour,  that  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Caftle  Duplin,    the  feat  of  the  earl 

of 
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I  do  not  allude  to  thofe  extravagant  wages 
which  are  given  in  London  ;  becaufe  eve- 
ry city,  when  it  becomes  too  confiderable, 
always  overfets  the  laws  of  reafon  and  polity  ; 
and  becaufe,  in  a  capital,  where  each  clafs 
conftitutes  a  body,  and  where,  each  body 
may  grcrw  formidable,  trade,  policy,  and 
common  fenfe  are  equally  expofed.  But  I 
am  convinced  from  my  own  obfervation, 
that  in  the  counties  of  England,  wages  are 
given  in  a  juft  proportion,  and  individuals, 
in  general,  confume  more  there,  than  elfe- 
where.(^) 

S  3  By 

of  Kinnoul,  in  Perthfhire,  the  daily  price  of  labour, 
although  fixed  at  only  eight-pence,  is  reckoned  dear, 
becaufe  the  common  people,  who  are  not  yet  gotten 
into  a  method  of  working,  do  very  little  for  their 
wages.  One  would  imagine,  however,  that  on  the 
borders  of  the  Dee,  and  at  no  great  diftance  from 
Aberdeen,  labour  muft  be  cheap,  though  it  were  even 
indolently,  and  unfkilfully  attended  to.  The  ufual  pay 
is  fifty  millings  a  year,  and  two  pecks  of  oatmeal  a 
week.  K. 

(b)  The  reader,  by  confulting  a  book  entitled  '*•« 
Jjx  'weeks  tour  through  the  f out  hern  counties  of  England  and 
Wales,  will  find  that  the  daily  wages  of  reapers,  mow- 
ers, thrafhers,  &c,  are,  as  follows :  in  thofe  parts 
where  bread  is  two-pence,  butter  fix-pence,  and  meat 
from  three-pence  to  four-pence  a  pound;  in  winter 

ten- 
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By  the  word  confume^  I  would  be  under- 
flood  to  refer  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
conveniencies  of  life.  In  England,  the  coun- 
try-people, and  the  labourers  are  well  clad ; 
they  are  not  accuftomed  to  purchafe  old  li- 
veries, 

ten-pence,  and  oftner  a  (hilling;  in  hay  time  eighteen- 
pence ;  in.  harveft  a  (hilling,  and  board  and  beer.  (See 
tour,  p.  154.) 

Whatfoever  idea  foreigners  may  form  of  the  eafy  li- 
tuation  of  our  country  labourers,  it  is  a  melancholy 
fa&,t  that,  whilft  the  wages  which  they  receive,  are  as 
much  as  any  hone/I  farmer  can  afford  to  give,  they  have 
fcarcely  wherewithal  to  purchafe  the  common  neceflaries 
of  life.  In  many  parts,  more  than  fifty  miles  diftant 
from  the  capital,  flour  hath  been  fold  at  the  rate  of 
eight  millings  the  bumel.  When  it  is  confidered  how 
foon  a  labourer,  and  his  family  expend  a  bufhel  of 
flour,  how  long  they  work  before  they  earn  it,  and 
how  abfolutelv  neceflary  varieties  of  other  articles  are, 
it  is  impoffible  to  avoid  fhuddering  at  the  opprefEons 
under  which  they  languiih.  To  complain  of  fcarcity 
is,  at  the  heft,  an  unfeeling  mockery  of  the  fufferings 
of  the  moft  ufeful  branch  of  the  community.  During 
the  late  feafons,  (and  the  very  laft  feafon  in  particular,) 
our  fields  (to  borrow  a  ftrong,  but  juft  exprefiion,)  ha -vt 
flood  fo  thick  with  cor»,  that  they  ha<ve  laughed,  and  fung. 
At  how  eafy  a  rate,  might  this  plenty  have  circulated 
through  the  families  of  induftrious  labourers,  if  the 
barbarity  of  avaricious  individuals  had  not  perverted 
the  blefiings  of  Heaven,  to  theworft  purpofes.  It  were 
equally  cruel,  and  impolitic  to  cenfure  an  order  of 

men, 
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veries,  as  is  the  practice  in  certain  countries, 
where,  when  you  enter  the  church  on  a  Sun- 
day, you  are  apt  to  imagine  that,  inftead  of 
a  congregation  of  country- people,  you  per- 
ceive a  gang  of  fhabby  domeftics.  Coal-fires 
are,  indeed,  by  no  means  fo  dear  as  wood- 
S  4  fires  5 


men,  who  might  be  exceedingly  beneficial  to  fociety, 
if  their  practices  could  admit  of  any  palliation.  A 
member  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  who  is  an  honour 
to  human  nature,  hath  clearly  proved,  from  the  moft 
indefatigable  enquiries,  that  if  the  millers,  and  the 
mealmen  give  only  fix  weeks  credit,  or  return  their 
money  eight  times  in  the  year,  they  gain  more  than 
iixty-Iix  pounds  per  cent.  I  know  places  where  they 
return  their  money  oftener  than  thirty  times  in  the 
year.  And  all  this,  folely  for  want  of  an  affize  on 
flour,  a  benefit  which  we  enjoyed,  not  forty  years  ago, 
but  which  hath,  fmce,  been  artfully,  and  by  degrees, 
withdrawn  from  us.  Whenfoever  the  people  fhall  in- 
fift  on  flour,  being  the  whole  produce  of  the  wheat,  this 
afllze,  with  all  its  happy  confequences,  can,  and  will 
be  reftored :  but,  (as  hath  been  juftly  obferved,)  if  they 
do  not  call  for  it,  they  oppofe  the  redrefs  of  their  own 
wrongs,  and  are,  in  fome  meafure,  the  caufe  of  what 
they  fuffer.  Amongft  thoufands  of  individuals,  who 
feel  the  want  of  neceflaries,  fcarcely  ten  have  any  idea 
of  the  means  which  lead  to  their  relief ;  and,  there- 
fore, in  the  prefent  inftance,  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
perfon,  who  may  be  acquainted  with  the  enquiries,  and 
the  plan  of  this  excellent  legiflator,  to  explain  them  to 
his  poorer,  and  lefs  intelligent  neighbours.  K. 
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fires;  but  in  England,  a  fire  is  confidered  as 
the  firft  necefiity,  and  all  the  houfes  are  heat- 
ed within,  although  they  conftantly  have  doors 
and  windows,  which  Ihut  clofe,  and  are  kept 
in  good  repair,  in  order  to  defend  the  in- 
habitants from  the  inclemencies  of  the  weather. 

Such  are  the  real  advantages  enjoyed  by 
this  people  ;  advantages  which,  united  with 
the  fecurity  of  their  properties,  and  that  in- 
valuable privilege,  by  virtue  of  which,  they 
acknowledge  no  dependence  but  on  the  laws, 
muft  have  rendered  them  the  happieft  nation 
in  the  world,  if  their  climate,  their  ancient 
manners,  and  their  frequent  revolutions  had 
not  given  them  a  propenfity  to  difcontent, 
and  melancholy.  But  thefe  reflections  are 
foreign  to  our  fubject.  We  have  juft  ob- 
ferved,  that  a  people  may  increafe  their  com- 
merce, and  their  culture,  in  a  much  greater 
proportion  than  their  numbers :  it  remains 
that  we  mould  enquire,  whether  fuch  a  cir- 
cumftance  be  a  difadvantage  to  them,  and 
whether  they  will,  on  this  account,  become 
lefs  powerful. 

To  make  this  queftion  ftill  plainer,  let  us, 
as  at  the  beginning  of  this  work,  fuppofe  the 
labour  of  a  nation  to  be  divided  amongft  all 

the 
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the  individuals :  let  us  fix  on  two  cities*  and 
imagine  one  of  them  to  contain  fix  thoufand, 
and  the  other  four  thoufand  inhabitants :  I 
affirm  that  if  the  inhabitants  of  the  firft  city 
fhould  be  under  the  neceffity  of  labouring, 
during  the  whole  year,  to  procure  for  them- 
felves  a  moderate  fubfiftance;  and  if  the  in- 
habitants of  the  laft  city  fhould,  by  the  fame 
labour,  produce  a  quantity  of  fubfiftance 
fpecifically  more  considerable ;  or  elfe  pro- 
duce, by  a  lefs  toilfome  exertion  of  labour, 
a  fufficient  fubfiftance,  as  they  would  be  more 
powerful,  fo  alfo  would  they  be  happier  than 
the  others;  and  this,  in  fuch  a  degree,  that 
were  a  war  to  be  kindled  betwixt  the  two 
cities,  the  inhabitants  of  the  laft  city  would 
be  of  courfe  victorious. 

To  proceed  ftill  farther,  and  obferve  what 
circumftances  muft  arife.  The  lead  nume- 
rous, but  the  richeft(f)  people  refolve  to  bring 
their  troops  into  the  field.  We  will  fuppofe 
them  to  mufter  a  thoufand  men.  Here,  then, 
is  a  fourth  part  of  the  people  defifting  from 
labour :  one,  or  the  other  of  thefe  confe- 

.        quences 

(c)  By  riches,  muft  be  underftood  fubfiftance.  For, 
hitherto,  we  have  kept  clear  from  any  idea  of  com* 
merce,  and  current  fpecies. 
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quences  muft  therefore  follow ;  either  that, 
as  the  country  furnifhes  a  fourth  part  lefs  of 
fubfiftance,  the  cultivators  fhould  daily  abridge 
themfelves  of  a  portion  of  their  confumptions, 
in  order  to  afford  a  livelihood  to  their  foldiers-, 
or,  that  they  fhould  augment  their  labour  to 
fupply  the  want  of  that  which  thefe  laft  had 
been  conftrained  to  abandon.  But  amon<yft 

o 

fuch  a  people  thefe  two  refources  are  equally 
poflible.  We  fhall  only  obferve  that  this  al- 
ternative fcarcely  exifts,  as  the  two  efforts 
are  made  together,  fo  that  the  labouring  di- 
vifion  of  the  people  work  fomewhat  more, 
and  confumc  fomewhat  lefs :  and  this  it  is, 
which  fupports  all  dates,  during  a  war. 

Let  us  now  enquire  into  the  fituation  of 
the  other  people.  They,  alfo,  will  raife  a 
thoufand  men ;  for  in  the  firft  campaigns, 
the  armies  are  generally  equal  •,  and  it  is  rather 
from  their  hopes,  than  from  their  means, 
that  the  contending  parties  conclude  that 
they  fhall  prove  fuccefsful.  The  great  dif- 
ficulty is  to  difcover  how  this  little  army 
muft  be  fupported.  Will  the  five  thoufand 
individuals  left  behind  engage  in  additional 
labour?  but  their  excefiive  labour  will  fcarcely 
furnim  a  fufficiency  for  their  own  confumpti- 

on. 
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on.  Will  they  confume  lefs  ?  but,  in  this 
cafe,  their  confumption  will  fcarcely  be  fuf- 
ficient  for  their  fubfiftance.  At  fuch  a  crifis, 
and  under  fuch  hardfhips,  how  are  they  to 
keep  their  army  on  foot  ?  how  muft  they 
victual  it?  how  muft  they  recruit  it?  it  feems, 
then,  clearly  proved  that,  exclufive  of  the 
difadvantages  to  which  a  thouiand  weak,  and 
languifhing  foldiers  muft  be  always  expofed, 
in  a  contention  againft  an  equal  number  of 
powerful,  and  robuft  men,  the  fmgle  differ- 
ence in  their  means,  and  efforts,  would  at 
once  determine  the  ruin  of  thefe  people, 
more  numerous,  but  alib  more  miferable- 
than  the  other  people. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  objected  to  me,  that 
this  is  no  more  than  an  hypothecs ;  and  that 
I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  driving  matters  to. 
an  extreme.  I  allow  it.  Yes.  I  have  ftated 
circumftances  too  ftriclly ;  I  have  driven 
matters  to  an  extreme ;  but  it  was  only  to 
put  the  queftion  in  its  full  light.  Now,  let 
the  objector  add,  diminifh,  and  mark  all  the 
intermediate  fhades ;  but  yet  he  muft  at  leaft 
confefs  that  the  principle  is  true,  and  that 
every  hiftorical  event  may  be  referred  to  it,, 
either  in  a  greater,  or  a  lefs  degree.  What 

would 
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would  have  been  the  cafe,  if  the  lead  po- 
pulous nation  had  enjoyed  a  greater  capital  in 
current  fpecies  ?  what  would  have  been  the 
cafe,  if,  by  fuppofing  that  every  thing  was 
to  be  bought,  (as  even  men  may  be  bought 
in  our  days,)  all  the  efforts  of  war  had  con- 
fifted  of  expences  ?  certainly,  my  principle, 
far  from  lofing  any  part  of  its  application, 
muft  have  acquired  from  it  frefh  light,  and 
have  become  indifputable. 

I,  notwithftanding,  forefee  an  objection, 
which  I  mail  endeavour  to  remove,  before 
I  conclude  this  chapter.  You  mention  (it  will 
be  faid  to  me,)  the  current  fpecies  as  a  refource, 
as  a  capital*  and  yet  it  appears  that  in  the  moft 
expenfive  wars,  the  decays  cf  labour,  of  po- 
pulation, and  of  agriculture,  ccnflantly  precede 
the  exportation,  cr  entire  alienation  of  this  ca- 
pital. Such  a  war  hath  ruined  a  country,  al- 
though it  may  not  have  been  drained  of  a  fourth 
-part  of  its  fpecies.  I  mail  take  the  liberty 
to  reply  to  this  objection,  only  by  the  expo- 
fition  of  a  theory,  which  is,  in  my  opinion, 
equally  true,  and  fimple. 

As  all  commodities  are   vendible,  and  an 
interior  commerce,    which  is  but  a  kind  of 
perpetual,  barter,  may   be   carried  on  by  ex- 
change, 
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change,  or  with  more,  or  fewer  reprefcntative 
figns,  it  would  be  natural  to  confider  all  the 
current  fpecies  within  a  ftate  as  credit  for  a 
furplus  of  labour,  or  a  production  to  be  taken 
from  a  foreign  ftate  •,    fo  that  a  nation,  with 
an  annual  reproduction  of  fix  hundred   mil- 
lions, and  poflefling  two  hundred  millions  of 
ready  money,    might  conclude  that  it  had 
eight  hundred  millions   of  fubfiftance,  at  its 
diipofal :    but  as  all  kinds  of  exchange  have 
been  long  fince  negociated  by  money  -,    and 
as   the  transferring  of   flock,    conveyances, 
barter,  and   payments  could  not  take  place 
without  money,  it  follows  that  it  is  become 
impoffible  to  difpofe  of  money  as  a  capital, 
without  diverting  it,  in  a  much  greater  pro- 
portion,   from    its  functions,    as   a   general 
agent  in  matters  of  commerce.    In  the  human 
body,  bleeding  equally  frees  every  vefTel ;   it 
is  not  fo  in  the  body  politic :    there,  all  fuch 
attempts  are  attended  with  convulfions,  nor 
can  its  oeconomy   be  altered,  without  throw- 
ing it  into  diforder,    and  confufion.      It  is 
thus,  that  impofitions  attack  properties,  and 
ruin  the  provinces;  it  is  thus,  that  borrowing, 
and  the  raifing  of  extraordinary  fupplirs  prove 
the  deftruction  of  private  fortunes,   and  an 
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interruption  to  commerce :  and  hence,  it 
happens  that  nations  are  overthrown  much 
more  by  a  bad  adminiftration,  than  by  .war. 
The  refult  of  all  this  is,  that  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  political  focieties,  the  current  fpecies 
may  well  be  confidered  as  a  capital  which  re- 
prefents  commodities,  or  foreign  manu- 
factures ;  but  that,  at  the  fame  time,  it  is  a 
capital  which  is  not  to  be  difpofed  of  j  that  it 
muft  be  collected  together,  and  employed 
only  in  a  fmall  portion  ;  in  mort,  that  the 
truly  powerful  nation,  is  the  nation  which, 
confuming  fpecifically  more,  or  labouring 
fpeciftcally  lefs  than  another  nation,  can,  at  a 
criiis,  either  recur  to  afaving  of  their  fubfift- 
ance,  or  an  augmentation  of  their  labour,  (d) 

CHAP. 

(d)  States  are  in  pofleffion  of  capitals  much  more 
advantageous  than  gold,  and  filvcr.  Thefc  are  their 
fea-ports,  their  fortified  places,  their  drfenals,  their 
roads,  their  canals,  their  magazines,  their  farms,  their 
manufactures,  and  all  the  edifices  of  ufe,  either  to 
agriculture,  or  to  commerce.  Thefe  may  be  called  the 
firfl  fetting  out,  the  advances  of  a  nation,  without 
which  nothing  profitable  can  be  expected.  As  to  the 
reft,  it  is  unaeceffary  to  inform  the  reader,  that  if,  in 
the  courfe  of  this  chapter,  I  have  compared  France  to 
England,  yet,  all  the  obfervations  concerning  two 
people,  of  which,  the  one  is  rich,  aud  the  other  poor, 

are 
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CHAP.     VIII. 

Concerning  war^  and  tie  caufes  which  may  ren- 
der it  ,  in  our  times  >  more  or  kfs  frequent. 

jl  F  it  be  not  yet  determined  by  the  fpecu- 
lators,  which  are  the  true  fymptoms  of  the 
felicity  of  the  people,  yet  all  mull  at  lead 
agree  that  peace  is  generally  the  principle  of 

it. 

are  not  to  be  referred  to  thefe  two  nations.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  provinces  of  France  are  as  rich,  and  as 
well  cultivated  as  the  counties  of  England.*  The 


*  There  is  no  nation  in  which  the  fpirit  of  agriculture  is 
mere  predominant  than  in  France.  It  is  at  once  our  duty,  and 
our  intereft  to  cherijb  it  with  equal  entbvjiajm,  left  as  they 
now  keep  pace  <with  us,  they  Jhould,  hereafter,  outftrip  us  in 
the  arts  of  cultivation.  We  have  lefs  reafon  to  dread  the  op- 
po/ition  of  their  fleets  and  armies,  formidable  as  they  are,  than 
an  ara  at  vjhich  this  rival  nation  may  become  the  granary 
of  Europe.  Whilft  ive  turn  afide  <wiib  indignation,  Jrom  the 
multitude  of  our  unferviceable  vjaJJes,  let  us  invite  the  at- 
tention of  the  legijlature  to  tbofe  once  barren  trails,  novj  en- 
clofed  in  France.  It  appears,  by  the  mojl  eiaacl  accounts,  that 
from  January  1765,  to  December  1769,  360,000  arpents,  or 
nearly  400,000  Englifo  acres  had  been  fenced,  and  cultivated. 

They 
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it.     Peace  gives  birth  to  ideas  of  tranquility, 
order,  and  welfare.     Why  then  is  this  calm, 
which  ought  to  follow  her  appearance,  fo 
often  difturbed,  within  free  nations,  by  fac- 
tions,   and    within  other  nations,    by    mur- 
murs ?    it  is  becaufe  individuals  are,  at  once, 
much  happier,  and  much  lefs  occupied.     It 
is  only  in. the  moment  when  they  are  begin- 
ing  to  grow  better,  that  they  ftruggle  to  be 
well.      An  apparently   dying  man,    finking 
under  the  preflure  of  his  dileafe,   feels  no- 
thing, hopes  for  nothing,  fears  nothing.     Is 
the  favorable  crifis  arrived  ?    pain  foon  re- 
minds him  of  his  exiftence.     He   is  thrown 
into  violent  agitations ;    he   complains  ;    he 

begins 

people  of  France,  indeed,  are  not  fo  much  at  their 
eafe;  but  this  is  an  advantage  which  can  only  be 
brought  about  by  time,  and  the  affiftance  cf  laws  fa- 
vorable to  agriculture,  fuch  as  the  exportation  of  corn, 
a  redemption  from  average,  an  encouragement  given  to 
the  introduction  of  good  roads  in  the  different  neigh- 
bourhoods, and  above  all,  an  abolition  of  the  arbitrary 
mode  of  collecting  the  taxes. 

They  produced  at  the  lonveft  eflimaiion  900,000  quarters  of 
torn  :  the  lands  before  in  tillage,  on  account  of  the  great  im- 
provement in  their  culture,  equalled  tke  above  in  their  addi- 
tional increafe.  One  million,  eight  hundt  ed  tkoufand  quarters 
of  corn  are  reckoned  fitfficient  to  fupply  one  million,  Jive  hun- 
dred tboufand  individuals  nvith  bread,  during  a  ivbolejear, 
and  --will,  perhaps,  afford  nearly  a  months  fubjtflance  of  b 
to  all  tke  French.  K. 
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begins  to  fear  death,  and  is  already  cured* 
So  is  it  with  the  bodies  politic.  They  muft 
be  unacquainted  either  with  mankind,  or 
with  governments,  who,  when  they  hear  of 
oppofitions,  remonftrances,  murmurs,  &c. 
haftily  conclude  that  a  nation  is  miferable. 
Undoubtedly,  the  ferenity  of  ancient  Arcadia, 
or  of  modern  Lignon,  would  form  an  en- 
chanting fituation  ;  but  men  do  hot  govern 
themfelves  like  the  fhepherds  of  Durfe  -,(e) 
and  the  laws  of  a  powerful  flate  are  not  fo 
VOL.  II.  T  eafily 

(e)  The  Aftrza  of  Honore  D'Urfe,  concluded  by 
Baro,  and  publifhed  in  1643,  is  one  of  the  beft  novels 
in  the  French  language.  I  have  no  inclination  to  ex- 
patiate on  productions,  which,  although  they  may  have 
formerly  contributed  to  foften  the  manners  of  a  too  un- 
polifhed  age,  are,  now,  fomething  worfe  than  unfer- 
viceable ;  but  as  the  Aftraja  abfolutely  was,  what  our 
modern  novels  pretend  to  be,  founded  on  realfafly  the 
admirer  of  adventures,  if  any  fuch  fhould  take  up  this 
work,  will  not  think  the  remainder  of  the  note  imper- 
tinent. Before  Durfe,  who  was  a  knight  of  the  order, 
repaired  to  Malta,  where  he  refided,  during  feveral 
years,  he  payed  his  addrefles  to,  and  was,  in  his  turn, 
beloved  by  Mademoifelle  de  Chafteaumorant,  the  fole 
heirefs  of  a  very  noble  family.  Whilft  he  was  abfent, 
fhe  gave  her  hand  to  his  eldeft  brother.  The  union  pro- 
ceeded from  interefted  views.  The  houfes  of  D'Urfe, 
and  Chafteaumorant  had  been  long  at  variance,  and  as 

all 
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eafily  carried  to  perfection,  as  the  laws  of  die 
valley  of  Tempe.  As  for  me,  were  I  to  ar- 
rive in  a  country,  where,  at  the  capital,  they 
fpoke  only  of  pleafures  and  fights  ;  in  the 
provinces  only  of  plays  and  little  intrigues  •, 
and  in  the  country  only  of  rain  and  of  fine 
weather,  I  mould  fay,  Behold  a  vain  and 
ftupid  people,  whom  their  frivoloufnefs  blinds 
for  a  moment,  but  who,  certainly,  are  run- 
ing  forwards  to  their  own  ruin.  On  the  con- 
trary, 


all  the  nobility  of  the  country  had  entered  warmly  into 
the  contentions  of  either  the  one  party,  or  the  other 
party,  the  parents  of  this  couple  were  eager  to  eftablifh 
an  alliance,  deftined  to  extinguifti  animofuies  which 
had  frequently  proved  fatal.  Though  D'Urfe,  on  his 
return,  beheld,  in  his  miftrefs,  the  wife  of  his  brother, 
yet  ftill  he  continued  her  admirer.  We  muft  fuppofe 
him  to  have  fighed  away  ten  years,  when  an  unexpected 
incident  gave  hopes  to  his  paflion.  The  hufband  of 
Mademoifelle,  by  this  time,  thought  it  proper  to  declare 
his  infufficiency.  The  marriage  was  annulled ;  Durfe 
obtained  a  difpenfation  from  his  own  vows,  as  a  knight 
of  Malta,  and,  after  having  furmounted  numberlefs 
difficulties,  was  wedded  to  the  wife  of  his  brother,  who, 
with  a  better  apology  than  the  Roman  priefts  can  ge- 
nerally make  to  fociety,  for  embracing  a  ftate  of  ce- 
libacy, entered  into  orders,  and  died  Dean  of  the 
Chapter  of  Saint  John  de  Montbrifon,  and  Prior  of 
Mont-Verdun.  K. 
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trary,  if  I  perceived  all  minds  in  action ;  if 
I  obferved  them  fcrutinizing  whatfoever  might 
be  good  or  bad,  ufeful  or  detrimental;  if 
public  welfare,  although  frequently  mifun- 
derftood,  was  the  object  of  all  their  enqui- 
ries ;  if  their  conventions,  whether  reafon- 
able  or  fplenetic,  were  often  turned  to  legif- 
lation,  agriculture,  and  commerce;  if  all 
thefe  interefting  queftions  were  difcufied  ;  if 
all  different  opinions  were  advanced,  debated, 
and  refuted  •,  I  fhould  fay,  Behold  a  people 
already  exceedingly  eftimable,  who  begin  to 
be  happy,  who  deferve  to  be  happy,  and  who, 
in  the  end,  will  be  more  happy. 

Caprice  is  to  be  condemned,  when  it  is 
the  vice  of  inferiors ;  but  it  is  much  more 
dangerous  when  it  hath  infected  thofe  who 
govern,  fbey  muft  be  careful  to  arm  them- 
felves  agatnft  that  impatient  temper,  which 
frets  at  trifling  attacks.  The  fermentation  of 
difcourfes  and  writings  is  inconvenient;  but 
not  alarming.  Cromwel  did  not  write  North 
Britons^  nor  Jacques  Clement  (f)  political 
T  2  pamphlets, 

(f)  Jacques  Clement  was  the  picus  Dominican  who 
aflafiinated  Henry  the  third  of  France.  By  a  kind  of 
involuntary  humanity,  he  was  delivered  from  thofe 

tor- 
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pamphlets.  I  have  heard  many  Frenchmen, 
and  even  Englifhmen,  exclaim  againft  the 
divifions  which  have  difturbed  England,  fince 
the  peace.  I  have  not  met  with  a  fingle  one, 
who  hath  recollected  that  from  the  Tarquins, 
to  the  Casfars,  the  Roman  republic  arofe  on- 
ly by  difTentions.  We  have  already  obferved, 
and  we  repeat  it  again ;  without  the  exceflive 
pride  of  the  Patricians,  and  the  ungovernable 
audacity  of  the  Tribunes,  perhaps  this  vaft 
republic  would  have  been  only  an  ephemeral 

de- 

tortures  which  Ravaillac,  and  Damiens  fuffered  with 
fuch  amazing  refolution.  The  courtiers  who  were 
prefent  at  the  death  of  their  unfortunate  fovereign, 
killed  the  murderer  on  the  fpot.  In  this  enlightened 
age,  when  bigotry  is  out  of  fafhion,  were  it  poffible 
to  ftifle  indignation,  it  mud  be  curious  to  run  over  the 
religious  diftinclicns  which  the  contending  parties  gave 
to  the  moft  abominable  crimes.  When  the  mother  of 
Clement  appeared  in  Paris,  the  preachers  of  the  League 
called  on  the  people  to  re-verenct  the  happy  parent  of  an 
holy  martyr.  The  pifture  of  this  miferable  wretch  was 
placed  on  the  altars  of  the  churches,  and  next  to  the 
reprefentations  of  Jefus.  Abbe  de  Longuerue  obferves, 
that  the  Sorbonne  deliberated  whether  they  fhould  aflc 
for  his  canonization.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  the 
good  do&ors  might  have  obtained  it.  Sextus  Quintus, 
who  pronounced  the  eulogium  of  Clement  in  the  con- 
fificry,  and  wifely  compared  him  to  Judith,  and  Elea- 
zar,  could  hardly  have  refufed  fo  frnall  a  favour.  K. 
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democracy,  or  a  languifhing  ariflocracy.  In 
the  time  of  Scipio,  and  Emilkis,  nothing  was 
heard  but  complaints,,  reproaches  and  cen- 
fures.  Under  Nero  and  Domitian,  all  was 
filence ;  but  according  to  the  ingenious  ex- 
preffion  of  a  modern  author,  this  calm  was 
the  calm  of  the  grave. (g)  Still  happy  is  the 
French  nation,  as  its  tranquility  is  not  depen- 
dent on  a  conftantly  uncertain,  and  frequent- 
ly chimerical  equilibrium,  but  on  a  general 
concurrence  towards  the  maintenance  of  all 
moderating  forms ;  the  prefervation  of  all 
property  on  a  refpectable  footing,  the  pre- 
vention of  all  precipitation  in  the  adjustment 
of  the  laws,  and  the  inftruction  of  the  le- 
giflator  himfelf,  by  the  liberty  of  thinking, 
fpeaking  and  writing. 

Let  us  be  cautious,  therefore,  how  we  be- 
come enamoured  of  war,  becaufe  it  intoxi- 
cates the  mind  with  a  thirfl  for  tranfient  glo~ 
ry,  and  amuies  the  people  with  public  re- 
joicings, which  are  always  interrupted  by  the 
tears  of  individuals.  Let  us  be  careful  to 
remove  from  us  all  apprehenfions  of  peace, 

Tj be- 

(g)  Montefquieu  hath  fomewhere  obferved,  that  the 
tranquility  of  fuch  a  ftate  is  like  the  mournful  filence 
of  a  city,  which  the  enemy  is  about  to  ftorm.  K. 
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becaufe  it  introduces  difcuffions  and  interior 
emotions:  let  us  rather,  to  give  mankind 
their  due,  acknowledge  that  all  paffionate 
and  unjuft  as  they  are,  they  muft  have  con- 
ceived better  ideas  of  their  real  interefts,  if 
they  had  not  been  always  more  drawn  afide 
than  blinded.  In  fact,  I  confider  as  a  long 
diffraction,  thofe  wars  which  were  undertaken 
to  fecure  the  conqueft  of  the  Milanefe,  and 
the  kingdom  of  Naples.  In  the  fame  light 
I  view  thofe  wars,  the  origin  of  which  was, 
at  firft,  the  ambition  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria; 
afterwards  the  ambition  of  Lewis  the  Four- 
teenth 5  and,  at  length,  that  mad  purfuit  of 
a  balance  of  power,  which  hath  been  fmce 
carried  to  fuch  extremes.  Pofterity  will  ne- 
ver forgive  an  old  doting  minifter,  for  hav- 
ing excited,  with  equal  injuftice  and  impru- 
dence, a  long  quarrel,  which  hath  tormented 
the  political  fyilem  of  Europe,  but  not 
changed  it.  This  quarrel  once  appeafed, 
how  fnccefsfully,  how  rapidly  were  all  minds, 
at  length,  impelled  towards  the  objects  of 
real  utility  ?  with  what  eagernefs  did  they  not 
endeavour  to  enjoy  the  principal  advantages 
of  peace,  fuch  as  commerce,  and  agricul- 
ture ? 
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f&J  I  ftiall  not  fpeak  of  the  laft  war, 
becaufe  too  recent  fads  are  the  fields  either 
of  praife,  or  of  fatire ;  fields  into  which  I 
do  not  pretend  to  enter  :  but  I  mutt  obferve, 
that  if  the  quarrels  of  ambition  have  unfor- 
tunately drawn  afide  the  people,  who  ought 
to  have  laboured  at  the  acquifition  of  their 
welfare,  the  unjuft  defire  of  obtaining  an  ex- 
cluftve  commerce,  a  commerce  eftablifhed 
by  domination,  and  preferved  by  force,  was 
alfo  a  cruel  miftake,  of  which  feveral  nations 
ftill  feel  the  effects.  Let  us  hope  that,  nar- 
rated out  at  length  by  fo  many  ufelefs  dif- 
tracYions,  by  fo  many  dangerous  blunders, 
T  4  we 

(k)  I,  here,  place  the  word  commerce,  for  the  fir  ft 
time,  before  the  word  agriculture,  becaufe  all  the  pub- 
lications during  the  laft  peace,  feemed  to  have  in  view 
commerce  rather  than  agriculture.  Nothing  was  writ- 
ten, nothing  was  reviewed  but  commerce.  It  was  then 
that  this  idle  queftion  was  agitated  :  can  nobility  become 
commercial?  as  if  recruits  were  made  in  trade  as  amidft 
the  armies,  and  as  if,  in  the  firlt  inftance,  capitals  were 
not  inore  necefiary  than  individuals.  Thefe  writings 
were  the  precyrfors  of  reafon.  Nox  erant  Hit  lux,  &rc. 
It  muft  however  be  remembered  that  Mr.  Herbert*  pub- 
lifhed  the  firft  and,  perhaps,  the  beft  work  which 
hath  appeared  on  the  freedom  of  the  corn-trade. 

*  Mr.  Herbert  was  a  French  author,  and  died  about 
tivclvejears  ago. 
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we  may  grow  fenfible  that  the  interefts  of  all 
the  nations  are  the  fame,  and  may  agree  to- 
gether. Let  us  hope  that  wars  will  become 
lefs  obftinate,  and  more  uncommon  •„  to  feel 
a  perfuafion  that  thefe  hopes  are  not  frivolous, 
let  us  particularize  the  reafons  on  which  they 
are  grounded. 

We  have,  already,  On  feveral  occafions, 
given  the  reader  to  underftand  that,  confider- 
ing  the  prefent  of  Europe,  every  project  for 
the  acquifition  of  univerfal  monarchy  muft 
be  ram,  and  chimerical :  but  the  impofiibi- 
lity  of  executing  fuch  a  project,  is  not  fuffi- 
cient  for  the  fecurity  of  the  people  ^  in  order 
to  fix  their  fafety,  it  is  requifite  that  it  mould 
be  impofTible  to  form  fuch  a  project.  Now, 
feveral  reafbns  concur,  at  prefent,  to  remove 

this  idea  even  from  the  moft  foolim  and  am- 

/ 

bitious  mind.  Not  only  a  fufficient  equili- 
brium balances  the  powers  of  Europe  ;  not 
only  each  ftate,  in  particular,  is  enabled  by 
the  fituation  of  its  frontiers,  by  fome  fortified 
places,  and  by  a  number  of  proper  troops, 
to  refifl  any  fudden  attack ;  but  alfo  multi- 
plied alliances,  and  defenfive  treaties  have 
rendered  Europe  one  vaft  republic,  one  im- 
menfe  confederacy,  the  bonds  of  which  can 

never 
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never  be  broken  but  by  long  and  powerful 
efforts.  The  time  is  pafled  when  by  rifting 
two  legions,  there  were  hopes  that  a  king- 
dom might  have  been  conquered.  The  firft 
armaments  are  become  as  expenfive,  as  the 
laft,  and  military  knowledge,  in  general, 
equally  diffufed,  ought,  on  this  very  account, 
to  keep  war  at  a  diftance,  as  a  parity  be- 
tween two  players  at. chefs,  foon  cools  their 
paflion  for  the  game.  Befides,  all  powerful 
nations  are  funk  in  debt.  The  weight  of 

O 

thefe  debts,  and  of  their  taxes,  is  become  fo 
heavy,  that  it  muft  be  a  cafe  of  neceffity  in- 
deed, which  could  induce  them  to  lay  on  an 
additional  burden ;  and  even  the  denomina- 
tion of  fubfidies  is  changed,  fo  that.inflead 
of  means,  there  are  now  only  refources. 
There  muft  be,  therefore,  fomething  more  than 
ambition  -,  there  muft  be  a  very  determined 
paflion  which  can  tempt  a  people  to  turn 
aggreffbrs.  But  what  mall  excite  this  fury  ? 
{hall  national  hatred  excite  it  ?  national  ha- 
tred exifts  only  amongft  the  mob,  and  is 
daily  more  and  more  deadened  by  com- 
merce, and  that  frequent  intercourfe  which  a 
tafte  for  travelling  hath  of  late  eftablimec^. 
Shall  religious  fanaticifm  excite  it  ?  there  is 

no- 
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nothing  left  for  it  to  feed  on,  becaufe  fuch 
is  the  progrefs  of  reafon,  that,  were  a  fuper- 
ftitious  people  ftill  to  exift,  they  would  be 
governed  by  wife  and  enlightened  princes ; 
and  were  fuperftitious  princes  to  exift,  they 
would  govern  people  too  well  inftrucled  to 
fecorid  their  folly. 

How  comfortabk  are  the  motives  which 
induce  us  to  hope  that,  hereafter  the  repoie  of 
polifhed  nations  will  not  be  fo  often  and  fp 
cruelly  difturbed  !.  but,  you  can  only  infpire 
the  moft  polifhed  nations  with  this  love  of 
peace,  this  confcioufnefs  that  it  is  their  ime- 
reft  to  preferve  it ;  and  whilil  a  long  tran- 
quility,  whilft  a  wife  administration  may  have 
trained  thefe  nations  up  in  the  practice  of  all 
vertues,  except  warlike  vertues,  who  will  an- 
fwer  that  no  nation,  poor,  but  fond  of  battles, 
enflaved  to  prejudices,  but  defpifing  death, 
Ihall  come  to  deftroy,  in  one  day,  the'  fplen- 
did  edifice  of  this  fleeting  profperity  ?  who 
will  anfwer  ?  inftrufted  and  enlightened  men, 
who  do  not  hold  themfelves  compelled  to 
think  that  all  which  kat^  been, /:?#//  be  again, 
and  that  the  fame  events  mult  be  reproduced, 
•after  caufes  fhall  have  been  altered.  The 
Barbarians  invaded  the  greater  part  of  the 

world ; 


PVBLIC    HAPPINESS.      183 

world  j  yet,  let  it  be  remembered  that  it  was 
only  the  Roman  empire  which  they  invaded. 
Caligula  wifhed  that  the  people  of  Rome  had 
but  one  head,  that  he  might  have  ftrieken  it 
off  at  a  blow.  I  know  not  whether  the  Bar- 
barians were,  in  like  manner,  defirous  of 
rinding  but  one  mailer  on  the  earth,  in  order 
that  they  might  the  more  eafily  have  triumph- 
ed ;  but  this  wifh  might  have  been  accom- 
plifhed.  In  faft,  thefe  people  were  not  ex- 
tremely formidable ;  they  mifcarried  in  every 
fiege  which  they  undertook  ;  and  .if  the  Ro- 
mans, by  keeping  within  their  fortrefies,  had 
been  fatisfied  with  harraffing  the  Barbarians, 
fatigue  and  difeafe  muft  foon  have  deftroyed 
them.  But  thefe  laft  contended  only  againft 
ill-difciplined  armies,  and  generals  as  much 
hated  by  the  people  as  they  were  defpifed  by 
the  foldiers.  Thefe  foldiers  themfelves  were, 
for  the  moft  part,  as  great  Barbarians  as  their 
enemies.  A  weak  and  tottering  authority  at 
Conftantinople  was  unable  to  remedy  loffcs 
fuftained  near  fuch  diftant  frontiers.  The 
hands  which  fought  were  too  far  removed 
from  the  heart  which  was  to  invigorate  them, 
and  even  this  heart  was  feeble  and  corrupt- 
ed. 

We 
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We  are  not  apprehenfive  of  declaring  that 
every  campaign,  opened  by  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  hath  been  much  more  difficult  to 
condud,  than  the  conquefts  of  Attila.  What 
mufl  have  been  the  cafe,  had  the  Barbarians 
found  on  their  march  fuch  fortreiTes  as  Ol- 
mutz,  or.  Schweidnitz  ?  what  muft  have  been 
the  cafe,  if,  infiead  of  Jiaving  contended 
againft  an  undifciplined  multitude,  command- 
ed by  domeftics  of  the  palace,  and  even  by 
eunuchs,  they  had  been  forced  to  engage 
fucceffively  with  Pruffia,  Auftria,  and  France? 
the  Ruffians  muft  no  longer  be  confidered  as 
a  barbarous  people ;  they  go  to  war  with  a 
great  train  of  artillery,  provifions,  ammuni- 
tion, &c.  The  Turks  themfelves  place  great 
confidence  in  their  cannon,  and  the  prodigi- 
ous number  of  (laves  who  follow  their  ar- 
mies renders  their  campaigns  exceedingly  ex- 
penfive :  now,  let  us  fuppofe  the  rage  of  con- 
quefts to  infec"t  thefe  nations ;  it  muft  be 
curious  to  fee  them  before  fuch  a  place  as 
Strafbourg  :(*}  let  us  not  be  uneafy  about 

the 

(i)  The  Turks  fucceeded  at  the  fiege  of  Candia;  but 
the  art  of  attacking,  and  befieging  places  was  not,  at 
that  period,  carried  to  that  perfection,  to  which  it  hath 

rifer. 
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the  Ruffians,  and  the  Turks.  The  Calmucs 
will  not  take  Luxembourg -,  the  JanifTaries 
will  not  enter  Befan9on  ;  befides,  the  Otto- 
man power  is  tending  towards  its  difiblution, 
without  our  having,  on  this  account,  any 
thing  more  to  fear  from  the  power  of  the 
Czars.  Thefe  fovereign  pofleflbrs  of  an  im- 
menfe  country,  allured  of  eafy  victories  to- 
wards the  Eaft^  will  never  undertake  a  dan- 
gerous march  towards  the  Weft ;  weak,  and 
poor  in  their  grandeur,  ihey  will  employ 
themfelves  in  polifhing  their  laws,  and  man- 
ners i  and  when  they  have  fucceeded,  they 
will  divide  themfelves  ;  their  empire  will  be 
portioned  out,  and  difmembered,  fo  that  from 
its  vaft  ruins,  free,  and  happy  ftates  will 
arife,  as,  once,  there  iffued  from  the  entrails 
of  a  bull,  thofe  fwarms  of  bees,  the  honey 
of  which  fupplied  mankind  with  fweet  and 
wholefome  nourifhment. 

Let  us  agree  then,  that  it  is  no  longer  from 
vulgar,  and  barbarous  prejudices,  that  men 

have 

rifen  in  our  age.     Befides,  the  Venetians  wanted  fuc- 
cours,  and  yet  what  refiftance  did  they  not  make  ?* 

*  'The  Turks  made  a  def  ent  on  this  i/land  in  1 644,  but  it 
I'.'as  not  until  after  a  Jiege  of  tivfnty  years  that  they  reduced 
the  whole  country,  ivbhh,  fame  few  forts 'excepted,  tbeVene* 
tiaas  ceded  to  them,  at  the  candufan  of  peace  in  1669.  K-. 
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have  any  reafon  to  dread  the  return  of  their 
calamities.  They  muft  rather  expect  them 
to  proceed  from  the  abufe  of  fome  found 
maxims  newly  eftablifhed.  Such,  for  inftance, 
as  the  generally  acknowledged  utility  of  a 
very  extenfive  commerce.  If  England,  fmce 
the  governments  of  Elizabeth,  and  Cromwel; 
if  Holland,  fince  her  emancipation  from  ab- 
folute  power  -,  and  France  fince  her  fubjedtion 
to  it,  have  acquired  by  commerce,  riches, 
and  fplendorr,  we  are  not  to  conclude  that 
thefe  advantages  ought  to  be  obtained  by 
all  means  whatfoever.  We  muft,  in  particular, 
be  on  our  guard  againil  the  eafieft  means, 
that  is,  againft  the  force  which  favours  ufurpa- 
tion,  and  the  fpirit  of  exclufion  which  fup- 
ports  it ;  that  an  adminiftration,  with  great 
projects,  and  with  little  views, "mould  be  in- 
duced»  in  confequence  of  a  correfpondence 
between  fome  governor,  and  the  fecretary  of 
ftate,  in  whofe  department  he  ferves,  to  patch 
up  a  ridiculous  plan,  in  order  to  extend, 
rather  than  fecure  our  domination  in  America; 
that  a  rage  for  planting  flakes  in  the  fnow, 
in  order,  afterwards,  to  ereft  fortrefies  on 
,  and  all  that  puerile  ambition  of  under- 
y  fliould  have  infpired  the  government 

with 
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with  an  obftinate  pafiion  for  war,  that  the 
land-marks-  of  fome  defarts  might  be  re- 
moved, are  circurr.ftances  which  may  be  too 
eafily  conceived  •,  but,  that  a  nation  which 
prides  itlelf  on  being  philofophical,  and  po- 
litic; that  a  people,  accuftomed,  for  the  two 
laft  centuries,  to  determine  what  was  their 
real  intereft,  mould  conltantly  maintain  this 
wild  pretention  to  a  conquering  and  exclufive 
commerce  •,  that,  blind  to  their  trueft  advan- 
tages, they  mould  ftill  facrifice  to  this  vain 
idol,  muft  appear  the  more  furprifing,  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  the  more  afflicting,  becaufe 
the  fpirit  of  councils  is  changed  with  much 
greater  facility,  than  popular  prejudices. 

We  may  difpenle  with  reminding  the  Eng- 
Jifh,  that  all  traffic,  not  founded  on  a  free 
exchange  of  Commodities,  is  not  commerce, 
but  a  tribute ;  that  trade  can  have  no  object 
except  to  procure  a  nation  more  fubfiftance, 
and  a  greater  variety  of  confumptions-,  that 
to  fulfil  this  object,  trade  ought  to  be  extend- 
ed, and  that,  of  courfe,  it  cannot  be  efta- 
blifhed  on  domination,  becaufe  every  too 
extenfive  a  domination  muft  fall  fooner,  or 
later,  and  involve  commerce  in  its  ruin',  fnch 
advices,  fuch  remonftrances  would  be  fuper- 

fluousj 
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fluous  i  a  letter  from  America  will  tell  them 
more,  than  all  our  philofophy.  But  ere  we 
proceed  any  farther,  it  may  not,  perhaps,  in 
this  place,  be  ufelefs  to  make  fome  obferva- 
tions  on  thofe  prejudices  which  have,  hither- 
to, perverted  the  beft  employment  of  human 
induftry. 

We  live  in  a  metaphyfical  age.  Since  the 
tranfient  modes  of  geometry  have  arrived  to 
clear  away  the  ancient  chaos  of  difcufiion, 
order  and  method  are  become  falhionable. 
Every  writer  on  politics,  now,  afcends  to  the 
origin  of  focieties.  A  family  is  augmented^  is 
divided,  is  fubdivided^  &c.  &c.  And  all  this 
fine  progrefiion  is  kept  up,  until  he  hath 
reached  fome  particular  queftion,  far  removed 
from  the  point  from  which  he  fet  out.  Is 
commerce  the  fubjed  ?  he  introduces  three 
properties,  or,  if  it  muft  be  fo,  three  iflands, 
one  of  which  produces  corn  5  another,  wine; 
another,  hemp ;  &c.  &c.  Thus,  he  unfolds 
the  origin  of  every  thing,  fomewhat  like 
Moliere's  philofopher,  when  he  explains  the 
vowels  to  a  fcholar  in  his  fortieth  year.f^j 

Now» 

(k)  It  is  fcarcely  neceflary  to  obferve  that  we  allude 
only  to  thofe  authors  who  have  wandered  from  their 

mark 
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Now,  for  the  deluge.  This  deluge  is  the 
confufion  of  every  thing,  the  destruction  o£ 
every  principle,  the  fatal  confequence  of  the 
errors,  paffions,  crimes,  and  follies  of  man- 
kind. For  a  long  while,  the  ftudy  of  Che- 
miftry  was  undertaken  only  to  procure  gold. 
The  Spaniards  confined  their  fearch  after  this 
gold,  to  unknown  lands ;  the  Englifh  attack- 
ed the  colonies  of  the  Spaniards  only  to  take 
this  gold  from  them.  Let  us  enquire,  therl, 
after  facts,  not  amidft  metaphyfical  abftracti- 
ons,  not  in  preliminary  difcourfes,  intro- 
ductions, &c.  but  in  hiftory,  and,  above  all, 
amongft  thofe  authors  who  have  written  with- 
out intention,  and  who  have  (if  I  may  be 
allowed  the  exprefiion)  treated  of  matters 
VOL.  II.  U  which 

mark  to  engage  in  ufelefs  expofitions.  There  are  very 
commendable  performances,  the  chief  object  of  which 
is  to  eftabliih  principles,  to  analyfe  opinions,  and  to 
found  a  doctrine.  They  cannot  be  written  in  too  me* 
thodical,  and  even  too  abftracled  a  manner.  Such,  in 
particular,  is  the  profpeftus  of  the  new  Diclionnaire  du 
commerce,*  a  valuable  earned  for  the  public,  who  ex- 
peel  with  equal  confidence,  and  impatience,  this  vaft, 
and  magnificent  work,  which  they  have  the  promife  of. 

*  this  dictionary  is,  probably,  already  publijbed  \  the  com- 
piler of  it,  is  Abbe  Morellet,  a  gentleman  defer<vedly  cele» 
brated  for  his  /  rofotind  knowledge  of  commerce,  and  po- 
litics. K. 
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which  they  never  were  inclined  to  treat  of 
at  all. 

The  commerce  of  the  moderns  (as  we  have 
already  obferved)  is  not  eftablifhed  either  to 
favour  the  communication  of  commodities, 
or  to  facilitate  their  exchange  -,  it  hath  fprung 
from  avarice  ;  it  hath  arifen  amidft  the  fury 
of  war,  and  the  bitternefs  of  national  hatred ; 
it  hath  taken  for  its  principle,  a  fpirit  of  ex- 
clufion,  and  domination  •,  and  it  hath  but  too 
flrenuoufly  maintained  it,  in  our  days.  Prima 
mall  labes.  We  muft  underftand  this  difeafe 
in  order  to  cure  it ;  we  muft  difcover  the  ori- 
gin of  it,  and  redouble  our  efforts  to  turn  to 
the  advantage  of  reafon,  this  work  of  our 
paffions.  It  is  a  great  point  that  gold,  and 
filver  are  fallen  into  difcredit ;  or,  to  explain 
rnyfclf  more  clearly,  that  mines,  and  the 
feeble  cdmmerce  which  they  produce,  are 
eftimated  according  to  their  juft  value.  But, 
if  fome  of  the  Englifh,  (1  know  tco  well  that 
fpirit  of  ambition ,  and  coveteoufnefs  which  ft  ill 
reigns  within  this  nation,  to  mention  the  Eng- 
lijh  in  general,}  if  fome  of  the  Englifii  then 
defpife  the  mines  of  Brafil,  and  Peru,  they 
ilill  feel  a  terrible  inclination  for  thofe  galleons^ 
the  capture  of  which  brings  a  real  fortune  to 

private 
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private  Individuals,  and  preferjts  the  public 
with  a  phantom  of  tranfient  affluence,  .... 

....  Auri  facra  fames ! Ah  !  with-. 

out  purfuing  thefe  dangerous  acquifitions, 
let  them  divide  their  commons,  let  them 
aflimilate  their  vaft  heaths,  with  the  rich 
countries  of  Kent,  and  of  Yorkfhire.  Here, 
are  their  moft  fertile  mines ;  here,  are  their 
Potofi,  their  Peru,  and  the  real  fources  of 
their  riches. (I) 

I  freely  addrefs  myfelf  to  the  Englifh,  as 
they  are  the  moft  infected  with  the  rage  of 
aggrandizement,  and  exclufion.  The  French 
have,  for  fome  time  paft,  apparently  adopted 
more  reafonable  principles.  But  I  fhall, 
with  equal  freedom,  apply  to  all  nations : 
Deceive  yourfehes  no  longer,  by  judging  of  your 
power,  or  your  happinefs,  from  illuminated 
maps.  Be  particularly  careful  left  you  conclude 
amongft  yourfehes  thofe  treaties  of  commerce^ 
izbich  only  follow  treaties  of  peace,  in  order  to 
U  2  de- 

(I)  Although  feveral  commons  have  been  inclofed 
and  cultivated  in  England,  there  are  many  ftill  neg- 
ledled,  fuch  a  divifion  not  having  been  made,  as  the 
French  imagine,  in  confequence  of  a  general  aft  of 
parliament,  but  in  compliance  with  petitions  from  dif- 
ferent counties  for  the  inclofure  of  fome  of  their  waftes, 
the  which  petitions  parted  into  private  bills. 
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deftroy  them,  like  thofe   worms,  which  flicking 
to  the  European  flips   on   their  return  from 
America,    eat    into   their  fides.     Or,   if  you. 
Jhould  be  obliged  to  make  fame  reciprocal  arrange- 
ments^ let  liberty  be  their  bafts  ;  let  all  the  na- 
tions  be  treated   with  equal  juftice.      Be  lefs 
anxious  to  procure  peace  by  riches,  than  riches 
by  peace.     No  more  of  thefe  idle  reservations  of 
rights  and  preference  ;  Jlipulate  only  for  liberty  ; 
under  her  aufpices  every  advantage  will  fpring 
up ;  all  will  be  prosperity  \    and,  each   nation 
having   a,  great   quantity   of  productions,    and 
feeling   the  want  of  a  great  variety  of  other 
productions,    commerce  muft  be  ejlablijhed,  for 
the  future,  folely  on  the  general  welfare. 

We  have  exprefled  our  wifhes  •,  let  us  now 
declare  our  hopes.  They  will  always  be  de- 
rived from  the  progrefs  of  human  reafon : 
but  as  political  events  confiderably  accelerate, 
or  retard  this  progrefs,  which  is  naturally 
flow  and  timid,  we  mall  obferve  that  the  lail 
war,  or  rather  the  peace  which  followed  it, 
muft  have  fuch  an  influence  over  future  times, 
that  our  pofterity  will,  probably,  confidcr  it 
as  the  epoch  of  an  interefting  revolution. 
Every  peace,  which  leaves  things  in  the 
fame  fituation,  in  which  they  flood  before  the 

war, 
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war,  fhould  only  be  regarded  as  a  truce,  or 
fufpenfion  of  arms.  The  reafon  of  it  is  very 
plain.  Each  nation  had  an  object ;  this  object 
became  dill  more  important  on  account  of  the 
efforts  which  it  excited.  They  were  dill  more 
attached  to  it.  Inftructed  by  the  event,  they 
conclude  themfelves  fure  of  taking  more  fuc- 
cefsful  meafures ;  their  difpofitions,  then, 
are  the  fame,  and  the  fire  remains  concealed 
under  the  embers.  Such  was  the  peace  of 
Aix  la  Chapelle.  The  Englilh.  having  taken 
I'lfle  Royale,  and  the  French  having  taken 
Madras,  the  firil  were  concerned,  becaufe 
they  did  not  conquer  all  Canada ;  and  the 
laft  were  vexed,  becaufe  they  had  not  de- 
ftroyed  the  Englifh  fettlements  on  the  coafts 
of  India.  A  formidable  army,  encouraged 
by  the  prefence  of  their  king,  and  led  on  by 
an  excellent  general,  employed  four  cam- 
paigns in  taking  fome  towns  in  Flanders. 
They  flattered  themfelves  at  London,  that, 
at  another  time,  with  abler  generals,  more 
unanimity,  and  more  vigilance,  Flanders  might 
be  better  defended,  whilft  other  conquefts 
might  more  eafily  have  procured  the  refti- 
tution  of  what  had,  there,  been  loft.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  French,  unfortunate  in 
U  3  Italy, 
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Italy,  were  conftantly  fuggefting,  that  if  it 
had  not  been  for  their  checks  at  Plaifance, 
and  Afta,  they  might  eafily  have  given  laws 
to  that  country.  Minds  were  ftill  in  a  (late, 
of  fermentation.  On  the  firft  preteniions  for 
a  rupture,  each  party .  having  its  projects, 
and  plans  of  aggrandizement  ready,  the  pro- 
fecution  of  their  contentions  was  taken  up 
exactly  where  they  had  left  it. 

It  was  not  fo,  at  the  conclufion  of  the  peace 
in  1762  ;  the  eonfiderable  lofles  which  we  had 
fuftained  in  our  colonies  warned  us,  for  the  firft 
t\me,(m)  to  direct  our  attention  towards  that 
quarter;  whilft  an  unfortunate  experience 
taught  us  to  embrace  the  fureft  precautions 
againft  the  rekindling  of  a  war,  the  fuccefs 
of  which  muft  be  uncertain,  and  the  difafters 
of  which  mult  be  irreparable.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  dangerous  prefent  which  we  have 
made  the  Englifh  feems  to  have  doubly  re- 
moved all  pretexts  for  a  rupture,  by  deftroy- 


ing 


(m)  I  fay  for  the  firft  time,  becaufe  it  is  very  certain 
that,  in  the  reign  of  Lewis  the  fourteenth,  the  facri- 
fices  made  at  the  peace  of  Utrecht  were  not  considered 
as  real  lofles.  The  eftablifnment  of  Philip  the  fifth 
was,  then,  imagined  to  have  been  a  more  than  fuf&cient 
indemnification. 


PVBLIC    HAPPINESS.       295 

ing  every  conteftation  relative  to  limits,  and 
by  infpiring  the  Americans  with  a  dangerous 
confidence,  which  conducts  them,  by  little 
and  little,  towards  independence. 

Several  perfons,  impatient  for  the  refult, 
will,  perhaps,  fnppofe  that  a  civil  war  is  on 
the  point  of  breaking  out  between  the-  Eng- 
lifh  colonies,  and  the  Mother-country ;  and 
even  within  the  colonies.  I,  on  the  contrary, 
perceive  a  clofe  union  amongft  themfelves, 
long  difputes  with  the  Mother-country,  per- 
petual fhifts,  meafures  refolved  on  and  dif- 
carded,  palliatives,  and  half  conciliations 
which  will  preferve  the  name,  yet  fuffer 
things  to  change,  fo  that  thefe  colonies  may 
continue  to  flourifh  by  their  agriculture,  by 
their  commerce,  and  particularly  by  their 
contraband  trade,  whilft  they  will  be  more 
detrimental  to  the  Mother-country,  and  in- 
ftead  of  augmenting,  balance  her  power : 
all  which  circumftances  intimate  rather  a  con- 
tentious peace,  than  a  decifive  war.  As  to 
Afia,  if  I  confult  our  ill  fuccefs,  there,  as  a 
great  misfortune  now  pad,  I  cannot  avoid 
regarding  the  demolition  of  our  ramparts  at 
Pondicherry,  the  extinction  of  our  ancient 
pretenfions  in  India,  and,  above  all,  the  abo- 
U  4  lition 
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lition  of  the  privileges  of  the  Eaft-India  com- 
pany, as  a  great  advantage  not  only  for  the 
prefent,  but  likely  to  continue  fo  in  the  fu- 
ture.   The  Englifh,  become  the  farmers-ge- 
neral of  the  Mogul,  or  of  his  Nabobs,  have, 
indeed,  enriched  themfelves,  on    this  occafi- 
on ;  but  if  matters  mould  preferve  the  fame 
footing  on  which  they  reft   at  prefent,  this 
fortune  can  never  be  looked  upon  as  belong- 
ing to  commerce,  or  even  as  connected  with 
the  colonies ;  it  will  never  be  any  thing  more 
than  a  precarious  eftablimment,    fubject  to 
the  habitual  revolutions  of  Indoftan,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  the  firft  invafion  of  the  Morattoes, 
or  the  enterprizes  of  fome  other  Thomas 
Kouli  Kan.     If,  on  the  contrary,  the  Eng- 
lifh, by  dint  of  men,  battles,  and  expences, 
were  to  acquire  a  real  property  in  this  coun- 
try, there  could  then  be  no  doubt  but  they 
muft  reduce  India,  and  even  the  greater  part 
of  Afia  •,   but  this  eftablifhment  muft  enter 
into  the  clafs  of  the  American  colonies ;  with 
this  difference  alfo,    that,    there,    authority 
would  be  fo  much  the  more  defpifed,  as  the 
inhabitants  would  be  farther  removed  from 
it,  and  as  they  would  dwell  within  a  country 
affording  every  kind  of  production.     In  all 

this, 
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this,  I  perceive  nothing  which  ought  to  alarm 
either  France,    or  Spain.     The  Dutch,  per- 
haps, may  take  fome  umbrage  at  it;  but  they 
poffefs   iflands   which  are   difficult  of  accefs, 
and  fortrefles  in  a  (late  of  defence  ;  and,  after 
all,  what  probability   is  there   that  the  Eng- 
lifh,  about  to  plunder  Afia,    fhould  exhauft 
their  forces  in  an  attack  againft  Batavia?f»,) 
In  treating  of  the  political  fituation  of  the 
kingdoms  of  France  and  England,  we  pre- 
fume  that  we  have  inveftigated  the  real  fources 
of  the  war :  for  Germany  cannot  wage  war, 
for  any  length  of  time,  without  the  aid   of 
thefe  two  powers.     If,  however,  we  were  to 
pafs  our  private  opinion,  of  this  part  of  Eu- 
rope, we  mould  obferve  that  the  Auftrian, 
and  Prufiian  troops  perform  their  exercife  too 
well,  to  give  us  any   room   to  imagine  that 
war  is  on  the  point  of  breaking  out  between 
them.     Two  awkwark  fencers  take  up  the 

foils, 


(n)  Well  may  the  Englifh  profper  in  the  Eafl-Indies  j 
it  muft  always  be  at  an  exceffivecoit  that  they  can  keep 
on  foot  ten  thoufand  European  troops  :  it  is  true  that 
they  are  fufticient  to  conquer  India,  but  were  they  to 
lofe  only  three,  or  four  thcufand  men,  in  a  war  againft 
the  Dutch,  they  would  run  the  rifque  of  feeing  Bengal 
and  all  their  pofleffions  on  the  coait  taken  frc:.i  them. 


298  AN    ESSAY    ON 

foils,  and  lunge  againft  each  Other,  at  a 
venture.  Two  matters  of  the  art  replace 
them ;  they  meafure  each  other  with  their 
eyes;  they  touch  each  other;  they  threaten 
each  other ;  but  wait  a  long  time  before 
they  engage. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     IX. 


The  confequmces  of  war  ;  the  wounds  of  hu- 
manity ftill  remaining  to  be  clofed.  The  ad- 
vantages^ and  disadvantages  resulting  from 
the  prefent  fituation  of  fome  ftates. 


A 


S  the  reflections  which  we  have  made  in 
the  preceding  chapters,  have  induced  us  to 
prefume  that  wars  will  be  hereafter  Ids  long, 
and  lefs  expenfive,  it  now  remains  that  we 
Ihould  enquire  whether,  as  matters  fall  our, 
we  have  not  too  dearly  bought  a  repofe,  for 
which  we  are  indebted  only  to  our  exhaufted 
fituation;  and  whether  we  have  nor  bartered 
away  fome  tranfient  calamities,  for  long  fuf- 
ferings.  We  enjoy  tranquilly,  -but  we  are 

poor; 
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poor ;  and  is  not  this  apparent  eafe  on  which 
we  congratulate  ourfelves,  owing  to  a  con- 
tinual effort  which  affimilates  the  ftate  of 
peace,  even  with  the  ftate  of  war  ?  invafiaus 
and  conquefts  are  no  longer  dreaded ;  but 
this  reliance  is  grounded  only  on  our  nu- 
merous fortreffes,  and  our  immenfe  armies ; 
dear  enfurancers  of  .treaties !  and  whilft  we 
load  ourfelves  with  thefe  enormous  expences, 
we  ftiil  bear  the  whole  weight  of  debts  which 
have  been  contracted  by  our  fathers. 

Yet  a   frefh   war  hath  arifen   within   the 
bofom  of  the  ftates  :   this  war  more  ruinous 
than  bloody,  more  troubkfome  than  terrify- 
ing, is  kindled  throughout  the  nation,  between 
the  people,  and  the  government,    or  rather 
between   the  contributor,    and    the   exactor. 
New  armies  have  been  railed,  in  order  to  be 
conftantly   in  action,    without  ever  entering 
into  winter   quarters  \    and   whilft  our  bat- 
talions, after  having  gone  through   the  eafy 
performance  of  their  exercife,  are  at  peace 
in   the   midft  of  the   different  cities,  where, 
frequently  they  even   affift  trade,    and  help 
induftry,  the  brigades  of  the  farmers  general 
always    keep   open    the   campaign,    occupy 
pofts,  eftabliih  patrolcs,  and  lend  out  detach- 
ments. 
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merits.  This  is  not  all ;  a  want  of  concur- 
rence between  the  nations,  and  their  fove- 
reigns  hath  turned  the  levy  of  the  fubfidies, 
at  one  moment,  into  mocking  robberies,  and 
at  another  moment,  into  low  pilferings.  The 
preference  was  given  to  this  mode  of  collect- 
ing the  taxes,  as  it  appeared  likely  to  be  at- 
tended with  fewer  obftacles,  and  lefs  diffi- 
culty :  means  equally  deftructive,  and  ex- 
travagant have  been  lucceflively  recurred  to. 
The  mod  ufeful  employments  have  been 
changed  into  burdenfome  offices,  and  the 
vileft  functions  into  honorable  pofts.  One 
would  have  imagined  that  the  minifters,  and 
the  citizens  had  revived  the  ancient  laws  of 
Sparta,  which  countenanced  theft,  provided 
that  it  was  cleverly  committed.  The  people, 
unoppofing,  and  defencelefs,  were  finking 
beneath  the  loads  of  impofition,  whilft  ex- 
emptions fold  to  the  rich  dill  redoubled  the 
weight  of  thefe  feverities.  Then,  opprefilon 
became  a  fyftem  ;  for  the  more  ruinous  the 
tax  was,  at  a  higher  rate  were  the  means  of 

efcaping  from   it,  difpofed  of. .- 

But  let  us  haften  to  draw  the  curtain  over  this 
fatal  picture,  which  we  mould  not,  here, 
have  painted  with  fuch  lively  colours,  if  we 

had 
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had  not  been  dcfiroiis  of  convincing  our 
readers,  that  no  objection  fhall  be  neglected. 
Let  us  rather  enter  into  a  more  particular  de- 
tail, nor  refufe  to  unfold  the  fequel  of  our 
ideas,  even  although  thefe  ideas  fhould  ftill 
involve  us  in  fome  diicufiions. 

Let  us  firft  allow,  to  make  the  qneftion 
yet  plainer,  that  the  picture  which  we  have 
juft  exhibited,  can  fcarcely  be  referred  to  any 
kingdom,  but  France.  In  fact,  howfoever 
immenfe  the  debts  of  England  and  Holland 
may  be,  the  arrears  are  eafily  paid  off.  In 
Holland,  nearly  all  the  public  revenue  is 
raifed  on  confumptions ,  the  method  of  col- 
lecting the  levies  is  plain  and  eafy,  whilft  the 
activity  of  commerce  and  the  affluence  of 
flrangers  lefTcn  the  weight  of  them.  In  Eng- 
land, the  duties  are  vaft,  and  multiplied : 
yet,  they  may  be  referred  to  three  principal 
duties-,  namely,  the  Land-Tax,  theCuftoms, 
and  the  Excife.  Now,  as  the  land-tax  is  ge- 
nerally afieffed  according  to  an  ancient  fur- 
vey,  it  is  attended  with  double  the  advantage 
of  being  conftant  and  uniform,  and  of  hav- 
ing acquired,  by  the  lapfe  of  time,  the  merit 
of  proportion.  For  almoft  every  eftate  hav- 
ing 
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ing  changed  its  poffeflbr,  fince  that  period,- 
the  inequality  in  the  divfion  of  this  tax  hath 
been  compenfated    by  Tales   and   purchafes ; 
and  thus  it  is  that  every  furvey  muft  prove 
ufeful  in  itfelf,  and  foon    become  juft   and 
proportional.     But  we,  in  France,  are  much 
too  wife  to  undertake  fo  rude  a  piece  of  bu- 
finefs,  and  mall  pafs  away  another  century  in 
meafuring  lands,  and  weighing  (heaves,  be- 
fore we  deliver  ourfclves  from  our  arbitrary 
taxes.     The  duties  of  the  cuftoms  are  conli- 
derable  in  England  ;  but  they  are  chiefly  col- 
lected at  the  diftant  frontiers,  and  when  you 
have  payed  the  duties   either  at  Portfmouth, 
or  at  Edinburgh,  you   may   travel  all  over 
Great  Britain,  without  any  other  permit.     I 
muft  confefs  that  the  Excife,  which  introduces 
fuch   vifitors  into  private  houfes,  and  efta- 
blilhes  a  kind  of  domeftic  inquifition,  hath 
conftantly  appeared  to  me  in  the  moft  odious 
light ;  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  I  grant  that  I 
have  no  where  feen  the  effects  of  all  this  an- 
fwer  my   conjectures.     It  is    introduced   in- 
Flanders,  Germany,  Holland,  and  England . 
but,  in    every  one  of  thefe  countries,  doth 
not  occafion  any  complaints,   murmurs,  or 

fuits. 
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fuits.(0)     The  Englifh  pay  a  Window-Tax  \ 
and  were  the  powers  of  eloquence  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  fervice  of  difcontent,  I  know 
how  fine  a  field  for  exclamation  is  opened  to 
them  by  a  law,  which  extorts  a  price  for  air 
and  light ;  yet,  after  all,  this  duty   is  equal, 
and   uniform.     A   collector    cannot,    either 
through   avarice  or  animofity,  reckon  up  as 
many  windows  to  your  houfe,  as  he  pleafes  -, 
and  befides,  thefe  impofitions  have  been  con- 
fen  ted  to,  and  approved  of,  by  the  people. 
In  a  word,  I  mall  not  fcruple  to  declare,  that 
the   Englilh   may,    indeed,    fuffer  by   their 
luxury,  and  the  unequal  distribution  of  riches; 
but  they  do  not  languifh  under  the  weight  of 
taxes  j  they  are  not  unfortunate  on  account 
of  their  debts  and  their  expences.   It  is  not  fo 
with  the  French ;  although  the  duties  would 
not   lie   heavier  on  them,  were   they   more 
equitably  divided.     But,  here,    the   ground 
and  expediency  of  the  tax  difappear,  under 
thofe  hideous  forms  in  which  they  are  arrayed, 
and  the  contribution  of  fubjects,  lawful  in 

itfelf, 


(o)  The  Artois,  which  is  under  the  moft  excellent 
adminillration,  that  we  have  in  France,  is  fubjed  to  an 
cxcife;  and  yet  there  are  no  complaints. 
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itfelf,  is  incumbered  with  every  odious  cir- 
cumftance  which  can  attend  the  manner  of 
gathering  it. 

In  order  perfectly  to  underftand  the  in- 
trinfic  ftate  of  the  kingdom  of  France,  we 
muft  leparate  two  things,  which  mod  opi- 
nions have  but  too  often  united ;  and  thefe 
are,  the  national  debt,  in  itfelf,  and  the 
means  which  are  taken  to  pay  off  the  arrears 
of  it :  But  this  is  a  matter  which  muft  be 
confidered  apart,  and  which  mail  compofe 
the  fubject  of  the  next  chapter.  It  will,  in 
this  place,  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  there 
are  feveral  provinces  of  France  which  have 
efcaped  thefe  troubles:  and  they  are  the  pro- 
vinces which  have  been  fo  fortunate  as  to 
have  been  governed  by  ftates ;  even  amongft 
others,  we  may  perceive  a  wife  adminiftration, 
daily  fupporting  them  againft  the  vices  of 
the  legiflation  •,  the  enlightened  precaution 
of  intendants  warding  off  arbitrary  griev- 
ances i  and  particular  furveys,  and  exact 
numerations  operating  as  remedies  againft  t?ie 
diforders  of  impofition.  If  pecuniary  edicts 
have  clogged  our  commerce,  and  fettered 
our  induftry,  a  vigilant  minifter  now,  and 
then,  breaks  thefe  chains,  difpenfes  with  fome 
VOL.  II.  X  in> 
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improper  regulations,  modifies  thofe  laws 
which  it  would  be  difficult  to  abolifh,  and, 
thus,  relieves  the  patient  whom  he  cannot 
cure.(p)  One  may  even  venture  to  affirm, 
that  a  certain  eafe,  a  kind  of  profperity  ap- 
pears within  the  kingdom  5  but  it  hath  riot 
yet  gained  its  level ;  it  hath  not  reached  the 
moft  ufeful  clafles,  the  lower  people,  the  cul- 
tivators. All,  therefore,  is  not  fo  bad  as 
may  be,  at  firft,  imagined ;  but  all  is  far, 
much  too  far  from  being  well ;  and  whether 
the  burden  be  increafed,  or  diminifhed,  the 
refult  will  continually  be,  that  the  French 
are,  of  all  people  thofe  who  fuffer  the  mofl 
from  impofitions.  The  point  to  be  enquired 
into,  is,  by  what  advantages  thefe  incon- 
veniencies  have  been  compenfated.  I  mall 

mention 

(p)  Mr.  de  Trudaine  was  the  firft  who  gave  freedom 
to  commerce.  Until  his  time,  it  was  a  galley-flave 
chained  to  the  oar.  It  is  now  fuch ;  at  liberty  to  go  to, 
and  fro,  yet  wears  about  its  foot  the  ring,  which,  whilft 
it  impedes  its  progrefs,  denotes  its  fervitude.  Mr.  de 
1~r'udaine  did  not,  at  his  death,  leave  liberty  without 
a  defender.  What  ht  thought  of,  his  fon  hath  dared  to 
execute.  It  is  to  him  that  commerce  owes  its  deareft 
liberty ;  the  liberty  of  exporting  corn.  It  is  a  title  ac- 
quired in  contradiction  to  the  opinion  of  the  prefent 
age ;  and  it  will  be  gratefully  acknowledged  by  the 
-ages  to  come. 
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mention  but  two  advantages,  and  thefe  are 
intercfting  indeed  ;  they  may  be  exprefled  in 
few  words :  lefs  of  war,  and  lefs  of  def- 
potifm. 

Lefs  of  war :  becaufe  if  the  ambition  of 
the  nobility,  of  fome  minifters,  of  fome 
courtiers  mould,  at  times,  be  inclined  to  re* 
kindle  it,  the  ftate  of  the  finances  comes,  at 
once,  to  lay  itfelf  open,  and  (lops  them  mort. 
The  difficulty  of  pafling  new  edicts,  of  raifing 
frefh  fubfidies  -,  the  fear  of  difturbing  by- 
murmurs,  or  by  reforms,  the  pleafures  of  a 
fplendid,  and  oftentatious  court ;  the  inex- 
tricable labyrinth  in  which  the  miniftry  find 
themfelves  engaged  j  the  advantages  given  to 
certain  bodies  ready  at  feizing  on  all  occafions 
of  refiftance,  and  every  mean  of  preferving 
popularity  •,  all  thefe  obftacles  are  as  fo  many 
fhields  for  the  people,  as  fo  many  barriers 
which  (lop  the  firft  fally  of  a  nation  more  en- 
terprifing,  than  prudent. 

Lefs  of  defyotifm :  becaufe  in  all  the  coun- 
tries of  the  world,  the  wants  of  their  ex- 
chequer are  the  trueft  tutors  of  kings.  The 
mod  abfolute  monarchs  mult,  in  the  end, 
confefs  that  their  authority  which  renders 
them  the  matters  of  individuals,  is  an  ufelefs 
X  2  power, 
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power,  to  which  they  cannot  be  fond  of 
having  recourfe,  and  which  is  only  made  fub- 
fervient  to  the  private  interefts  of  the  mi- 
nifters;  they  muft  confefs,  I  fay,  that  this 
authority,  powerful  when  exerted  againft  par- 
ticular individuals,  is  inefficacious,  when 
turned  againft  fortunes.  A  man  who  hath 
offended  by  unbecoming  indifcretions,  may 
Jbe  imprifoned ;  but  it  is  not  ufualto.com- 
mit  to  the  Baftille,  either  fovereign  courts,  or 
the  ftates  of  a  province,  or  proprietors  who 
declare  that  it  is  impoffible  for  them  to  pay 
-any  thing.  Befides,  it  frequently  happens, 
that  preffing  necefiities  give  rife  to  fome  re- 
fpectful  conceffions.  Bodies  continually  on 
the  watch,  keep  an  exact  regifter  of  the  mod 
trifling  fteps  which  may  have  been  taken  to 
gain  them  i  and  foon  a  feries  of  well-bred 
compliances  is  difcovered  to  have  eftabliihed 
a  right ;  for,  as  we  have  obferved  in  a  former 
part  of  this  work,  what  are  the  laws  of  man- 
kind but  example  and  cuftom  ? 

Let  no  bad  conftruction  be  put  on  thefe 
reflections.  I  am  fenfible  of  the  confidence 
•which  the  French  nation  ought  to  place  in 
the  character,  and  in  the  heart  of  the  fove- 
reign who  governs  them.  I  know  how  much 

they 
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they  have  to  exped  from  the  condudb  of  the 
two  minifters/^  to  whom  their  prince  hath, 
for  fome  time  paft,  entrufted  the  departments 
of  war,  and  of  peace.  ,  In  this  place,  it  is 
not  caprice,  it  is  efteem  which  prevents  me 
from  launching  out  into  their  praife  ;  but  a 
philofopher  writes  for  every  age,  and  for 
every  country.  The  fame  kingdom  which 
weeps  over  the  memory  of  Henry  the  fourth, 
detefts  the  name  of  Lewis  the  eleventh.  The 
X  3  light, 


(q)  It  may  not  be  improper  to  acquaint  the  reader, 
that  the  minifters  alluded  to*  are  the  duke  de  Choifeul, 
and  the  duke  de  Prailin.  The  Chevalier  de  Chatellur 
had  finifhed  his  work,  and  fent  it  into  Holland,  in 
order  to  have  it  printed,  fome  time  before  thefe  noble- 
men loft  their  places.  The  events,  which,  for  the  laft 
two  years,  have  fo  dilturbed,  and  afflidled  France,  were 
not  even  thought  of,  during  the  adminiftration,  from 
which  my  illufirious  friend  faw  fo  much  to  hope,  and 
fo  little  to  fear.  It  is  needlefs  to  expatiate  on  the  mea- 
fures,  which  have  been  fince  purfued  in  that  kingdom. 
Indignation,  pity,  and  applaufe  are  all  excited  in  every 
reference  to  the  mercilefs  oppreffions,  and  unfhaken 
patriot! fm  which  have  at  once  difgraced,  and  exalted 
France.  In  the  elegant  letter,  written  by  the  duke  de 
Choifeul  to  his  mifguided  matter,  he  modeftly  declared 
that  he  foouU  occupy  bimfelfin  bis  retreat*  in  praying  that 
bis  fuccejjfcr  might  unite  mere  talents,  with  as  much  xeal. 
By  fome  dreadful  fatality,  the  prayer  feems  to  have 
been  every  way  reverted.  1C. 
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light,  and  fuperficial  mind  perceives  only  the 
prefent  5  but  reflection  takes  in  the  paft  time, 
and  the  time  to  come.  Obferve  the  veflel 
on  the  fea :  the  mariners  are  bufied  on  the 
decks ;  they  mount  upon  the  yards,  unfurl 
the  fails,  and  fet  the  tackling  in  its  proper 
place ;  all  appears  in  motion  j  the  officer 
commands,  the  inferior  obeys ;  the  pilot  alone 
feems  idle  j  yet  it  is  He  who  fleers  the  fhip, 
obferves  her  courfe,  and  takes  her  bearings. 
States,  and  focieties  tend  all  towards  one 
point.  But,  is  their  motion  flow,  or  rapid, 
direct,  or  oblique,  progrefiive,  or  retrograde  ? 
thefe  queftions  are,  in  my  opinion,  of  much 
more  confequence  than  difputes  concerning 
plays  and  operas.  And  although  fome  ill- 
difpofed  minds  were  to  take  offence  at  it,  I 
dare  advance  that  they  might  lend  attention 
to  him  who  difcufTes  thefe  queftions,  par- 
ticularly, if  his  manner  of  writing  be  neither 
fyflematical,  nor  romantic. 

The  welfare  of  the  people  is  fo  facred  a 
point,  that  it  cannot  be  rendered  too  fecure. 
We  may  make  great  allowances  for  the  ver- 
tues  of  mankind,  yet  let  us  treat  with  their 
interefts.  It  muft  be  owing  to  the  exertions 
of  more  than  human  vertues,  were  fovereigns, 

who 
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who  might  be,  all,  poflefled  of  confiderable 
revenues,  and  even  of  faving  funds,  not  to 
endeavour  at  the  extenfion  of   their  power 
and  dominion.     Should  there  be,    at  fome 
particular  period,  princes  without  pride,  and 
without  ambition,  they  muft  be  confidered 
as  prefents  which  nature  but  feldom  makes, 
and  which  me  doth  not  confer  on  all  nations, 
at  the  fame  time.     Now,    if  war  were  not 
become  fo  difficult,  and  fo  expenlive,  two, 
or  three  ambitious  princes  might  be  able  to 
diflurb  all  Europe.      Flattery  hath   praifed 
fovereigns  too  extravagantly  ;  malignity  hath 
condemned  them  too  feverely.  Who,  amongft 
us,  can  tell  how  he  would  have  acted  on  fe- 
veral  occafions,  could  he  have  executed  what- 
foever  he   might   have  defired  to  execute  ? 
have  we  always  proceeded  with  the  fame  dif- 
cretion  ?    have  we   always  loved  our  fellow 
creatures  ?  have  we  always  contended  againft 
our  paflions  ?    hath  even  the  beft  of  kings 
been  conftantly  the  fame,   during  every  in- 
ftant  of  his  life?    Titus  was  irreproachable; 
but  Titus  reigned  only  two  years.     Princes, 
like  other  men,  are  in  fubjecYion  to  the  courfe 
of  nature.     More  prefumptuous,    more  ar- 
dent in  their  youth,   more  ambitious,  more 
X  4  obftinate 
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obftinate  in  their  maturity,  more  jealous  in 
their  age,  they  are  the  arbiters  of  mankind, 
and  the  Haves  of  nature,  and  the  times.  Let 
us,  therefore,  for  the  fake  of  our  fuperiors, 
for  the  fake  of  our  kings,  for  our  own  fakes, 
never  wim  that  it  may  be  eafy  to  perpetrate 
what  is  ill. 

.  Enough  hath  been  advanced  concerning 
thefe  truths  j  to  good  minds  they  have  been 
fufficiently  explained  •,  to  bale,  and  corrupted 
minds  it  might  be  dangerous  to  unfold  them 
more  openly.  It  would  be  even  time  to  leave 
the  reader  to  his  own  reflections,  were  we  not 
in  hopes  of  Hill  engaging  him  to  extend  them, 
by  affording  him  an  infight  into  a  very  im- 
portant object,  and  fo  liable  to  be  daily  dif- 
cufled,  that  whofbever  is  defirous  of  in- 
creafing  his  ideas  concerning  the  lot  of  hu- 
manity, may  expect  to  find  this  difpute  foon 
reduced  to  one  fingle  point.  This  capital 
point  is  the  national  debt.  It  is  the  cuftqmary 
topic  at  councils,  within  the  circle  of  mi- 
nilters,  and  amongft  the  people.  On  this 
fubject,  numerous  works  have  been  written  ; 
numerous  fyftems  have  been  propoied,  and 
fever.il  of  thefe  fyftems  have  been  carried 
}nto  execution.  Different  governments  have 

adopted 
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adopted  different  principles.  Even  experi- 
ence hath  had  time  to  enlighten  us  -,  and  yet 
we  dare  prefume  that  if  the  reader  fhould, 
for  a  moment,  favour  us  with  his  attention, 
he  will  perceive  that  this  fubject  flill  fuggefts 
feveral  new  ideas,  which  require  explanation, 
and  brings  forward  feveral  old  ideas,  which 
ihould  be  rectified. 


CHAP. 


CHAP.     X. 


On  the  National  Debt. 


J.T  is  almoft  a  century  fince  France,  Eng- 
land, and  Holland,  having  obflinately  per- 
fevered  in  the  profecution  of  expenfive  wars, 
they  who  governed  thefe  nations  felt  them- 
felves  obliged  to  borrow  confiderable  fupplies. 
I  mention  thofe  who  governed  thefe  nations, 
becaufe  if  the  nations  themfelves  had  dif- 
cufled  their  true  interefts,  they  could  have 
found  no  reafon  for  contracting  debts.  Ir> 
faft,  as  they  were  in  potfefilon  of  nearly  all 
the  riches  of  Europe,  they  played,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  parts  of  lenders,  and  bor- 
rowers, fo  that  all  this  motion  of  money  was 

but 
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but  an  inteftine  motion.  It  might,  there- 
fore, have  been  eafy  for  them  to  have  im- 
pofed  upon  themfelves  a  contribution  ade- 
quate to  the  Turns  which  they  raifed  only  by 
borrowing.  But,  on  the  one  hand,  William 
the  third  would  have  experienced  too  great 
a  difficulty  in  perfuading  the  Englifh,  and 
particularly  the  Tories,  to  facrifice  the  greater 
part  of  their  fortune,  in  order  to  pull  down 
Lewis  the  Fourteenth  j  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  all  abfolute  as 
he  was,  could  never  have  arbitrarily  difpoled 
of  the  eftates  of  his  fubjects,  to  carry  on 
thofe  wars,  in  which  his  ambition  alone  had 
involved  him.  As  to  the  Dutch,  although 
a  particular  vengeance,  and  a  more  immedi- 
ate intereft  had  animated  them,  it  was  it  ill 
no  eafy  matter  to  obtain  from  them  confider- 
able  fubfidies.  The  rich  commercial  men, 
who  formed  the  greater  part  of  the  republic, 
faw  with  too  much  regret  the  fruits  of  a  long, 
and  painful  induftry  devoured  by  Germans 
and  Spaniards.  We  even  read  in  the  nego- 
ciations  of  the  count  d'Avaux/rj  that  the 

province 

(r)  The  letters,  and  negociations  of  count  d'Avaux 
relate  to  the  peace  of  Nimeguen,  at  the  conclufion  of 

which, 
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province  of  Holland,  during  a  long  time, 
oppofed  the  war,  and  were  more  inclined  to- 
France,  whom  they  feared  only  as  a  danger- 
ous neighbour,  than  to  the  prince  of  Orange* 
whom  they  dreaded  as  an  ambitious  mailer.. 
Thefe  embarraffing  fituaticns  obliged  the  go- 
vernment to  take  the  mildeft  meafuresj  it  was 
necefiary  to  prevent  the  people  from  feeling 
the  load  which  was  caft  upon  them  :  the  ai- 
fiftance  of  pofterity  (if  1  may  ib  call  it)  was 
demanded ;  pofterity  was  burdened  with  all 

that 

which,,  this  nobleman  acted,  and  with  great  addrefs, 
as  plenipotentiary.  On  his  entrance  into  public  bufi- 
nefs,  he  was  a  counfellor  of  parliament,  then  matter 
of  the  requefts,  and,  at  length,  embafTador  to  the  re- 
public of  Venice.  He  was,  alfo,  fucceiTively  employ- 
ed at  the  courts  of  Holland,  England,  and  Sweden, 
To  the  family  d'Avaux,  the  ftate  of  France  is  indebted 
for  fome  very  excellent  fervants.  The  uncles  of  the 
count  held  important  pofts,  with  great  reputation. 
Henry,  in  conjunction  with  Marlhal  de  Eiron,  negoci- 
ated  the  peace  of  1570.  Although  their  conduct,  on 
this  occafion,  appeared  equally  politic,  and  irreproach- 
able, yet,  as  the  Spaniards  foon  broke  this  peace,  the 
wits  of  the  time  bellowed  on  it  an  appellation  defigned 
to  ridicule  whilft  it  preferved  the  memory  of  thofe  who 
made  it.  De  Biron  was  lame ;  the  country  feat  of 
d'Avaux  was  called  Malaffife.  Hence,  arofe  a  pun, 
which,  in  that  age,  muft  have  been  highly  relifhed, 
either  in  France,  or  in  England.  .  .  .  "  Q'e^n  la  faijq 
forteyfe,  et  mal  aji%e"  K. 


PVBLIC    HAPPINESS.      317 

•that  weight,  from  which  it  was  wimed  that 
the  preient  generation  might  be  exempted. 
The  method  of  borrowing,  therefore,  pro- 
ceeded from  the  weaknefs  of  the  govern- 

O 

ment,  or  from  a  certain  regard  for  properties, 
which  will  be  alwa)s  necefiary  whenfoever 
wars  may  not  be  undertaken  either  to  defend 
a  native  country,  or  to  avenge  thofe  cruel  in- 
fults,  which,  raifing  a  general  outcry,  pre- 
cipitate the  people  into  a  war.C-0 

No  one  can  doubt  that  ufelefs  wars  carried 
on  at  a  great  expence  muft  prove  deftruclive. 
Every  nation,  therefore,  which  borrows  in 
order  to  wage  war,  is  labouring  to  its  own 
ruin.  But  in  what  manner  doth  this  ruin 
operate  ?  are  the  fums  borrowed  burdenfome 

only 

(s)  During  the  league  of  Cambray,  the  republic  of 
Venice  was  not  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  borrowing, 
although  engaged  in  defending  herfelf  again  ft  fo  many 
united  powers.  Every  one  fubmitted  to  a  kind  of  tax 
on  conveniences,  and  contributed  according  to  his  means. 
This  was  becaufe  the  danger  was  real,  andpreffing;  it 
was  becaufe  the  Venetians  loved  their  government;  and 
becaufe  each  citizen  would  have  facrificed  his  all  to 
preferve  it.  In  the  fame  manner,  the  Dutch,  in  1672, 
did  not  borrow  in  order  to  bring  their  armies  into  the 
field.  They  had  no  recourfe  to  this  fcheme,  until  other 
interefts  had  been  exerted,  and  until  the  war  became 
obftinate,  and  unfcrviceable. 
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only  as  reprefenting  an  excqfiive  expence  ?  or, 
are  they  of  themfelves  pernicious,  as  per- 
petuating the  charges  of  the  ftate  ?  to  exa- 
mine this  point  thoroughly,  we  muft  recur 
to  thofe  principles,  which  we  have  already 
eftablifhed,  in  our  fecond  chapter.  Let  us 
remember  that  all  riches,  all  property,  all 
contribution  muft  be  eflimated  as  labour. 
We  have  fuppofed  (Chapter  2.  Seffion  i.)  that 
each  individual  was  obliged  to  divide  his  time 
between  all  the  works  necefiary  to  his  fub- 
fiftance;  we  obferved  that,  in  this  cafe,  all 
contribution  was  to  be  confidered  as  the 
faving  which  each  individual  might  be  able 
to  make  from  his  labour,  and  which  ought 
to  be  meafured  by  that  labour  of  which  every 
man  is  ftill  capable,  after  having  provided 
againft  his  own  wants.  The  inequality  of 
fortunes  makes  no  alterations  in  this  theory, 
which  puts  all  rich  particulars  on  the  fame 
level  with  fovereigns,  or  the  ftate;  that  is,  it 
allows  for  a  certain  number  of  men  who  do 
not  labour  at  all,  and  who  have  a  right  to 
make  others  labour.  I  fay  a  right,  becaufe 
he  who  hath  a  property  in  fund,  acquires  a 
real  right  to  the  labour  of  him,  who  hath 
none.  Now,  every  rich  proprietor  can  have 

no 
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no  pretenfions  but  to  the  over-plus  of  labour, 
of  which  the  individual  whom  he  employs 
can  difpofe,  after  having  provided  for  his 
own  fubfiftance.  It  is  thus,  that  a  farmer, 
having  fixty  Iheaves,  cannot  take  away  fe- 
venteen  bufhels,  until  the  thraiher  of  the 
barn  (hall  have  withdrawn  one  for  himfelf. 
A  rich  man,  a  great  man,  is  a  man  who  hath 
a  right  to  the  labour  which  a  large  number 
of  individuals  can  difpofe  of:  he  is  a  man 
who  hath  employed  an  hundred  cultivators, 
the  which,  having  put  by  three  hundred 
fetters  of  corn  for  their  fubfiftance,  fupplied 
him  with  three  thoufand  fefiers*  which  he 
hath  expended  in  maintaining  tailors,  cooks, 
timers,  hunters,  &c.  The  real  inequality  of 
fortune  lies  between  thofe  who  labour,  and 
thofe  who  make  others  labour:  it  is  to  be 
found,  alfo,  between  thofe  who  are  obliged 
to  labour  much,  and  thofe  who  procure 
their  fubfiftance  at  a  fmall  coft  :  diftinctions 
which  depend  on  local  circumftances,  on  in- 
duftry,  and  even  on  talents :  to  eftimate  thefe, 
is  difficult. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  let  us  admit  the  princi- 
ples, and  fuppofe  a  war  to  break  out  between 
two  nations.  The  people  of  each  party,  and 

their 
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ther  reprefentatives  might  reafon  thus :  Mat* 
ters  are  fo  circumftanced,  that  a  [mall  number 
amongft  us,  nearly  a  thirteenth  part,  is  fuffi* 
dent  to  maintain  all  the  reft.  'The  other  twelve 
thirteenth  parts  have  fcarcely  any  means  of  ac- 
quiring their  Jhare  of  this  fubjiftance,  but  by 
offering  obj efts  of  exchange,  by  inciting  the  de- 
fires  of  the  cultivator  and  the  'proprietor.  The 
expences  of  this  daft,  therefore,  maintain  the 
ether  clafs,  it  doth  not  Jignify  which  :  one  'very 
true,  and  'very  important  confederation  is,  that 
in  the  prefent  ft  ate  of  things,  in  order  that  every 
one  may  fubfift,  it  is  requifite  that  there  fhould 
always  be  the  fame  quantity  of  expences.  Now 
this  is  what  will  happen  during  the  war  ;  for  if 
we  go  to  difpoje  of  part  of  this  fubjiftance,  it  is 
alfo  to  diffufe  it  ;  and  whereas  you  were  ac- 
cuftomed  to  give  it  to  men  who  embroidered  your 
clothes,  who  wainfcotted  your  apartments,  and 
who  amufed  you,  by  their  talents,  we  jhall  di- 
ftribute  it  amongft  men  who  will  guard  our 
frontiers,  who  will  fortify  cur  towns,  who  will 
make  our  arms,  &c.  Be  then  extremely  eafy ; 
the  fame  quantity  of  expences  will  always,  exift, 
the  fame  four ces  of  labour  will  be  open\  thus, 
all  thofe  who  will  no  longer  find  work  in  their 
frofejjion,  may  meet  with  new  employments  in 

the 
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the  different  refources  -which  are  here  offered  to 
ftrengtb  and  induftry. 

I   confefs   that  after  fuch  an  expofition  it 
would  be  difficult  to  fuppofe  that  war  was 
ruinous  to   the   people.     War   would,   not- 
ftanding,  be  an  evil :    for  clothes,  furniture, 
and  ornamented  houfes  give  pleafure  to  thofe 
who  pay  for  them  ;    and  war  is  an  expence 
which  doth   not  give  pleafure  to  any  one : 
but  war  would  not  deprive  any  perfon  of  the 
means  of  fubfiftance  ;  and  were  it  to  laft  but 
a  fhort  time,  the  circulation  of  labour  would 
foon  fall  into  its  former  direction,  whilft  the 
nation  may   have  expended  a  fum,  and  yet 
not  be  funk  in  debt.    The  cafe  is  quite  other- 
wife.     This  pofieffion  of  a  capital,    this  fa- 
culty of  employing  the  labour  of  thofe  whom 
we  enable   to  fubfift,    indifferently,  on  every 
thing  which  can  prove  agreeable  to  us,  hath 
long  fince   received  the  name  of  property. 
We   fhall  not,    here,   examine  how  the  idea 
of  property  is  formed  :  we  fhall  only  obferve, 
that  in   general,    and,    particularly,    in   the 
prelent  ftate  of  fociety,  it  hath  been  exceed- 
ingly ufeful  to  mankind.    We  are,  therefore, 
very  far  from  depreciating  it;    but  we  muft 
remark  that  luxury  being  but  the  life  of  pro- 
VOL.  II.  Y  perty, 
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perty,  is  become  property  itfelf,  or  rather  a 
kind  of  right  •,  fo  that  whenfoever  it  was  re- 
quifite  to  relieve  the  neceflities  of  war,  the 
removal  of  riches,  by  changing  the  objects 
of  labour,  was  confidered  as  an  attempt  too 
dangerous  to  be  ventured  on.  Hence  it  hap- 
pened, that  whilft  there  was  a  neceflity  for 
employing  a  great  number  of  men  in  new 
profeflions,  the  rich  preferved  the  privilege 
of  purchafing  the  labour  of  the  people,  in 
competition  with  the  ftate.  Luxury,  mag- 
nificence, and  pleafure  have  preferved  the 
greater  part  of  their  agents,  and  the  govern- 
ment, having  been  obliged  to  purchafe  the 
labour  of  the  lower  people,  at  the  expence 
of  the  lower  people,  this  labour  hath  been 
thrown  back  as  an  additional  load  on  the  cul- 
tivators, and  on  all  the  artifans  who  concur 
with  them,  either  in  the  production,  or  in 
the  preparation  of  fubfiftance.  Thus,  nations 
have  been  crulhed,  becaufe  the  burden  which 
fhonld  have  been  divided  between  all,  hath 
been  borne  only  by  thofe  clafles  of  citizens 
the  moft  ufeful  to  the  ftate.  Thus,  war  hath 
augmented  the  general  labour,  which  is  al- 
ready an  evil  •,  and  it  hath  augmented  it  in 
an  unequal,  and  oppreffive  manner,  which  is 

a  ftill 
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a  ftill  greater  evil.  Perhaps,  it  may  always 
have  been  difficult  to  prevent  this  inconveni- 
ence ;  for  it  mud  be  obferved,  that  in  every 
fociety,  whether  induftrious,  or  commercial, 
each  individual  hath  fcarcely  more  than  one 
way  of  iubfifting,  and  this  may  be  called  his 
art,  his  profeflion.  Each  bufinefs  forms  a 
clafs  apart,  a  particular  fociety  within  a  ge- 
neral fociety,  a  ftate  within  the  ftate.  Now, 
men  cannot  eafily  change  their  profefiion; 
they  are  as  caterpillars  fixed  to  a  leaf;  mould 
the  tree  wither,  they  muft  die  with  it.  It  is 
for  this  reafon,  that  during  unfortunate  wars, 
we  frequently  obferve  twenty  thoufand  ma- 
nufacturers perilhing  with  hunger,  whilft 
twenty  thoufand  foldiers  are  needful  to  make 
up  the  compliment  of  the  armies,  whilft  the 
arfenals  are  empty,  and  the  armaments  lan- 
guifh  for  want  of  hands.  Add  to  this,  that 
the  right  of  property,  and  the  inequality  of 
fortunes  having  eftablimed  a  great  competi- 
tion between  thole  who  demand  fubfiftance 
as  the  price  of  their  induflry,  a  competition 
by  fo  much  the  greater  on  their  part,  as  the 
want  of  fubfiftance  is  more  prefling  than  the 
want  of  the  enjoyments,  and  amufements  of 
life,  it  hath  happened  that  labour  hath  always 
Y  2  too 
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too  nearly  approached  to  a  level  with  the 
ftrength  and  powers  of  the  workman,  fo 
that  this  laborious  clafs  of  men  have  fcarcely 
any  labour  to  difpefe  of,  nor  can  the  ftate  de- 
mand it  from  them,  without  ruining  them. 
If  we,  alfo,  confider  the  difproportion  of  re- 
fiftance,  the  patience  of  the  poor,  and  the 
inclination  which  every  minifter  feels  to  pre- 
fer ready  means  to  ufeful  means,  we  may 
foon  difcover  how  eafily  wars  bring  down  de- 
flruclion  on  ftates  which  they  ought  only  not 
to  have  weakened. 

Let  us,  now,  examine  how  the  fums  bor- 
rowed lefTen  in  a  fmall  degree  this  inconve- 
nience :  1  will  fuppofe  that  a  ftate  may  have 
occafion  for  a  quantity  of  labour  reprefented 
by  the  fum  of  three  hundred  millions  of 
livres,  making,  at  ten-pence  halfpenny  per 
livre,  thirteen  millions,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thouiand  pounds,  fterling :  we 
have  juft  obferved  that  fuch  a  fum  cannot  be 
levied  folely  from  the  rich,  neither  can  the 
labour  which  it  reprefents  be  exadled  entirely 
from  the  agents  of  luxury,  without  attacking 
property,  and  without  caufing  the  greateil 
convulfions,  by  fudden  alterations  in  the 
means  of  fubfifting:  endeavours  are  there- 
fore 
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fore  ufed  to  afiuage  every  crifis,  by  a  mo- 
mentary   impofition  of  a  moderate   labour, 
and  by  propofing  to  borrow  a  more  confide- 
rable  labour,  according  to  arrangements  en- 
tered into  by  little  and  little,  and   in  confe- 
quence  of  mutual    advantages.     Every  fum 
borrowed  reprefents  an  expence.     If  a  ftate 
hath   borrowed   three    hundred    millions   of 
livres,  or,  thirteen  millions,  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thoufand  pounds,  tlerling,  it  hath 
expended  three   hundred   millions   of  livres, 
or,  thirteen  millions,  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five thoufand  pounds,  fterling,  in  labour  ; 
and  if  it  hath  fo  well   payed  its  agents,  that 
the  other  clafles  may  have  flowed  back,  as  it 
were,  upon   that  clafs,  the   diforder  cannot 
have  been  very  great.     The   fame   quantity 
of  labour  hath  diftributed  the  fame  quantity 
of  fubfiftance  ;  all  have  lived.    The  evil  then 
is  much  lefs  confiderable,  than  if  all  the  la- 
bour neceflary  to  the  fupportof  war  had  been 
rigoroufly   exacted,    and  unequally   divided. 
Now,  let  us  fuppofe  that,  the  war  having  been 
prolonged,  the  government  felt  themfelves 
obliged  to  multiply  their  refources  •,  and  that, 
at  length,  the  peace  was  not  concluded,  un- 
til they  had  borrowed  a  thoufand  millions  of 
Y  3  livres, 
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livres,  or,  forty-three  millions,  feven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  fterling. 
We  muft  eftimate  what,  after  this,  may  be 
the  ftate  of  the  nation  :  for  it  is  then  loaden 
with  an  arrear  of  fifty  millions  of  livres,  or, 
two  millions,  one  hundred  and  eight- feven 
thoufand,  five  hundred  pounds,  fterling  •,  and 
it  muft,  confequently,  be  requifite  to  aug- 
ment the  annual  contribution  by  fifty  millions 
of  livres,  or,  two  millions,  one  hundred  and 
eighty-feven  thoufand,  five  hundred  pounds, 
fterling.  But  if  every  impofition  ought  to 
reprefent  a  labour  furnifhed  by  particulars  to 
the  ftate,  1  now  afk  if  the  quantity  of  this 
labour  be  augmented  ;  if,  in  fac*t,  this  con- 
tribution be  not  ideal ;  and  if,  when  the  go- 
vernment receives  with  one  hand,  and  re- 
turns with  the  other  hand,  the  additional 
burden  is  more  real  than  it  is  at  Amfterdam, 
when  the  bank  is  perpetually  fhifting  from 
payments  to  receipts,  and  from  receipts  to 
payments.  But  it  will  be  laid  to  me,  Were 
the  ftate  to  take  a  tenth  part  of  the  revenue  of 
proprietors,  would  not  this  tenth  part  repre- 
fent the  labour  which  fuch  proprietors  might 
have  payed  for  with  a  certain  quantity  of 
fubfiftance,  of  which  their  mercenaries  find 

them- 
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themfelves  deprived  in  their  turn  ?  I  anfwer, 
that  in  this  hypothefis  there  is   no  real  dimi- 
nution, but  only  a  removal  of  the   net  re- 
venue ;  that,  were  a  thoufand   proprietors  to 
have  an  hundred  millions  of  livres,  or,  four 
millions,  three  hundred  and  feventy-five  thou- 
fand pounds,  fterling,  of  net  revenue,  bating 
a  tenth  part,  a  thoufand  other  proprietors  in 
pofieflion   alfo  of  contracts,    muft   have  an 
hundred   millions  of  net  revenue,  with  the 
addition  of  a  tenth  part  j  that  thefe  will  com- 
mand more  labour  than  they  could  have  done, 
if  they  had  not  pofiefTed  effects  in  paper ;  in 
like   manner  as  the  others  muft  command 
lefs  labour  than  they  could  have  done,  if  they 
had  not  been  obliged  to  pay  a  tenth  part ;  in 
ihort,  that,  according  to  this  calculation,  the 
quantity  of  labour  is  always  the  fame,  be- 
caufe  the  wants   of  the  ftate  do  not  make  a 
greater  demand  on  it,  than  before ;  and  this 
is  the  real  reafon  why  well-governed  nations 
ftill  remain  in  the  moft  flourifhing  ftate,  al- 
though it  be-at  the  end  of  a  long  and  expen- 
five    war.     It  is   on  this  account,  that  the 
Englifh  are  ftill  rich  and  powerful,  and  con- 
tinue to  expend,  or  to  confume,  as  much  as 
before  the  war. 

Y  4  Before 
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Before  we  extend  the  application  of  thefe 
principles  any  farther,  we  cannot  deny  that 
there  are  circumftances  which  render  them 
liable  fo  fome  reftrictions.     We  have  hitherto 
fuppofed  the  ftate  to  have  borrowed  only  from 
fubjects.     But  although   the  greateft  part  of 
riches  is  to  be  found  amongft  thofe  nations 
who  are  accuftomed  to  recur  to  fuch  expe- 
dients, it  muft  be  confefTed,  that  as  foon  as 
they  open  a  fcheme  for  borrowing  of  foreign 
flates,    they  obtain  from  them  confiderable 
loans.     It   is  ftill   worfe   if   thefe    rich  and 
powerful  nations  are  not  all  engaged  in  war 
at  the  fame  time.     For  the  nation  which  may 
have  maintained   a  neutrality  will  certainly 
pofTefs    much    riches,    without   having   any 
channel  open  for  their  employment.     It  will, 
therefore,  throw  large  fums  into  the  funds  of 
belligerent   nations. (f)     Now,    as    we  have 
before  allowed  that  all  current  fpecies  is  as 
credit  for  the  labour  of  another,  and   as  all 
expence   reprefents  labour,  it  is    not  to   be 
doubted,  that   money  exported  yearly   into 
foreign  flates,  in  order  to  pay   off  thefe  ar- 
rears, 

(t)  This  is  the  cafe  with  the  Dutch,  who  poffefs  at 
prefent  a  great  fhare  of  the  anoft  profitable  French 
funds,  and  particularly  of  the  life-annuities. 
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rears,  reprefents  an  annual  labour  of  the 
nation  which  borrows,  a  labour,  on  the  part 
of  this  nation,  barren  and  tributary. 

An  example  may  make  the  cafe  ftill  plainer. 
Hamburgh  is  at  war  with  Dantzick  :     Ham- 
burgh  hath  fixty   thoufand    inhabitants,    of 
whom  fome  live  at  their  eafe,  whilft  the  others 
feek  their  fubfiftance  by  labour.     The  coun- 
cil of  this  republic  might  direct  that  the  clafs 
of  citizens   labouring  in   the   production  of 
abfolutely  neceflary  articles,    Ihould  be  the 
only  clafs  fuffered  to  continue  at  work  •,    that 
all  the  other  workmen,  artifans,  &c.  &c.  who 
are  but  the  agents  either  of  pleafure,  or  of 
luxury,  mould  be  employed  in  the  fervice  of 
the  army  ;  but  that,  in  order  to  enable  them 
to  fubfift,    all  the  fuperfluities   of  the  rich, 
that  is,  all  which  they  would  have  expended 
in  gratifying  their   tafte,    and   their  amufe- 
ments,  mould  be  taken  off;   and  this,  to  be 
more  explicit,  might  go  under  the  denomi- 
nation of  a  general  tax  on  eafe.     But  what 
impediments  oppofe  fuch  a  refolution  !  union 
fcarcely  reigns  in  republics  but  when  dangers 
are  preffing.     The  form  of  the  government, 
the  very  magiflrates  are  always   befet  with 
enemies.     To  what  perils  will  the  republic 

be 


330  ANESSAYON 

be  expofed,   if  all  fortunes  fhould  be  thus 
overthrown,  and  all  properties  thus  attacked ! 
and  then,  this  luxury,  this  eafe  encouraged 
certain  clafies  of  artifans  necefTary  to  the  prof- 
perity  of  this  little  ftate.     At  once,    to  fuf- 
pend  their  occupations,  and  to  deprive  them 
of  their  cuftomary  profits,  muft  be  to  break 
the  bonds  which  unite  them  to  their  native 
country.     On  the  other  hand,  were  the  bur- 
den to  be  divided  amongft  all  the  fubjects, 
a  general  impofition  would  indeed  caufe  lefs 
murmuring,  and,  befides,  the  complaints  of 
the  feeble  are  not  disturbing  j  but  thefe  lad 
clafles  taxed  have  neither  labour,    nor  fub- 
fiftance  to  difpoie  of;    and  whilft   money  is 
demanded  from  them,  they  are  compelled  to 
make  a  faving  either  from  their  labour,  or 
from  their  fubfiftance.     But  the  enemy  ap- 
proaches ;  time  prefies !  an  expedient  is  con- 
trived.    The  republic  is  convinced  that  no 
more  than  a  fixth  part  can  be  fpared  from  the 
general  labour,  and  this  fixth  part  may  re- 
preient  the  pay  of  ten  thoufand  foldiers  :  but 

it  muft  be  trebled  at  leaft Well  then! 

the  fum  which  may  be  neceflary  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  reft  mail  be  borrowed  from  the 
city  of  Bremen,  and  whether  the  loan  be 

money, 
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money,  which  reprefents  fubfiftance,  or  fub- 
fiftance  which  reprefents  labour,  the  fubfidies 
not  having  changed  their  nature,  the  ma- 
giftrates  of  Hamburgh  will  reafon  thus ; 
fiould  ixe  conclude  a  peace,  after  the  campaign, 
we  mitft  ftill  preferve,  during  three  years,  the 
ftate  of  reftraint  into  which  we  have  this  year 
thrown  ourfehes.  We  Jhall  Jlill  continue,  during 
two  years,  to  fpare  the  Jixth  part  of  the  public 
labour ',  or  the  pay  of  ten  thoufand  men,  in  order 
to  dif charge  the  debt  due  to  our  neighbours.  We 
Jhall  feel  this  load  longer  •,  yet  it  will  be  lefs 
heavy  \  it  will  be  borne  without  a  murmur  :  we 
Jhall  have  faved  the  ft  ate,  the  government,  and, 
what  is  ftill  more  inter efting,  ourfehes.  (u) 

I  (hall  not  mention  the  advantages  which 
the  lender  is  permitted  to  make,  advantages 
which  fomewhat  augment,  or  prolong  the  in- 
conveniencies  of  the  debtor ;  but  thefe  ad- 
vantages are  compenfated  by  thofe  which  the 
debtor  hath  been  enabled  to  reap  from  war. 
Here,  the  reader  muft  have  foreftalled  me  : 
but,  if  the  rich  particulars  of  the  town,  ob- 
ferving  that  their  fortune  hath  been  fpared, 

and 

(u)  A  fomewhat  fimilar  propofition  was  made  to  the 
Athenians  by  Xenophon.  See  the  difcourfe  OK  the  ita- 
frcvcment  of  tht  public  revenues. 
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and  that  the  ilate  allows  a  confiderable  ad- 
vantage  to  thofe  from  whom  it  borrows  the 
fupplies,  determine  from  intereft,  to  pnrfue 
meafures,  to  which  they  ought  to  have  been 
impelled  by  a  fpirit  of  patriotifm;    if  they 
become  ceconomifts  of  their  very  enjoyments, 
that  is,  of  the  labour  which  they  had  in  pay, 
in  order  to  lend,  themfelves,  this  labour  to 
the  government ;  if  the  fums  which  reprefent 
this  labour  be  equal   to  half  of  thofe  fums 
which  we  fuppofe  the  city  of  Bremen  to  have 
furnifhed,  Hamburgh  is  no  longer  indebted 
to  the  ftranger  for   more  than  the  labour  of 
ten  thoufand  men.     In  fhort,  if  the  citizens 
of  Hamburgh  furnilh  four- fifths  of  the  fum 
borrowed,    the  ftate  no  longer  remains  in- 
debted for  more  than   the   labour  of   four 
thoufand  men.     As  to  the  iniereft,    and  re- 
imburfements,  which  it  owes   to  its  own  fub- 
jects,  they  are  manifeftly  an  ideal  charge  -,    it 
mud  procure  the  value  of  it,  by  fome  means 
or  other.     Now,  it  appears  that  the  ftate  re- 
takes it  in  fome  meafure  from  thofe  very  in- 
dividuals who  receive   it  •,     I   fay,     in   fome 
meafure,    becaufe  the  individuals  living  at 
their  eafe  have  not  lent  any  funds ;  but  this 
little  inequality  is  of  much  lefs  confluence 

to 
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to  the  public  than  the  welfare  of  the  people, 
who  can  be  no  lofers,  whenfoever  neither 
their  labour  is  augmented,  nor  their  fubfift- 
ance  diminifhed.  What  would  be  the  cafe, 
were  the  richeft  citizens  of  Hamburgh  to 
pofTefs  within  their  coffers,  a  certain  quantity 
of  ready  money,  that  is  to  fay,  credit  for  the 
labour  of  ftrangers  ?(x)  then  thefe  citizens  by 
carrying  their  money  to  the  government 
would  fupply  it  with  means  for  the  fupport 
of  the  war,  without  taking  any  thing  from 
the  labour  of  the  people ;  whether  this  fum 
was  employed  in  raifing  foldiers,  or  in  pur- 
chafing  arms,  fubfiftance,  &c.  Indeed  the 
ftate  will  always  have  incurred  expences,  but 
it  will  have  made  a  good  bargain ;  and  if, 

when- 

(x)  I  fhall,  here,  repeat  that  the  reader  muft  not  be 
furprifed  fhould  I  ufe  the  word,  labour,  in  preference 
to  either  the  word,  commodities,  or  the  word,  money. 
It  is  labour  alone  which  fees  a  price  on  commodities. 
The  rain-water,  and  the  river-water  are  not  fold,  be- 
caufe  they  do  not  reprefent  any  labour.  Thus,  every 
thing  faleable  reprefents  labour,  and  hath  no  value  ex- 
cept the  value  of  the  labour  which  it  hath  exacled.  It 
is  unneceflary  to  obferve  that  where  mention  may  be 
made  of  the  labour  of  a  thoufand  men,  the  labour  of 
ten  thoufand  men,  it  is  the  annual  labour  of  a  thoufand 
men,  or  cf  ten  thoufand  men,  which  raufl:  be  undcr- 
ftood. 
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whenfoever  the  republic  may  have  affe.ffcd 
itfelf  in  order  to  pay  an  indemnification  to 
the  rich,  that  is  to  fay,  the  intereft  of  their 
money,  thefe,  by  receiving  it  in  little  fums, 
and  fucceffively,  were  to  feel  a  greater  in- 
clination to  expend  it,  the  (late  would  have 
carried  on  the  war,  without  having  been  in 
fact  at  any  coft.  It  is  true,  that  the  ftate 
would  alfo  have  one  refource  the  lefs;  but 
what  may  not  be  reproduced  by  along  peace, 
a  flourifhing  commerce,  and  a  good  ad- 
miniftration  ? 

I  dwell  the  longer  on  thefe  reflections,  be- 
caufe  it  doth  not  appear  to  me,  that  this  point 
hath  ever  been  fufficiently  difcufTed,  or  that 
the  effects  of  the  debt  have  not  always  been 
confounded  with  the  effects  of  the  expence. 
Mr.  Hume/^j  the  philofoper  fo  inacceffible 
to  every  prejudice,  the  author  to  whom  I  pay 
with  fo  much  pleafure  a  tribute  of  efteem, 
and  friendfhip,  hath,  in  my  opinion,  too  fe- 
verely  condemned  the  arguments  ufed  to  fa- 
tisfy  the  people  of  England,  when  Davenant, 
and  Pulteney  attacked  the  government  of  the 
Wblgs.  Perhaps  a  natural  partiality  to  the 

lories^ 


public  credit. 
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Tories,  that  kind  of  attachment  which  fome. 
times  betrays  the  fceptical  philofopher,  by 
difcovering  his  fecret  opinion,  may  have  al- 
tered, for  a  moment,  the  exactnefs  of  his 
balance.  He  is  pleafed  to  reduce  matters 
to  an  abfurdity,  by  fuppofing  that  there  is  no 
end  to  borrowing,  and  that  the  ftate  owes  all 
the  revenue  of  particulars :  but  I  muft  ob- 
ferve  that  England,  having  more  than  four 
hundred  millions  of  livrcs,  French,  or,  fe- 
venteen  millions  and  a  half,  fterling,  at  ten- 
pence  halfpenny  per  livre,  of  net  revenue,(z) 
and  not  having  above  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty millions  of  livres,  French,  or  five  millions 
and  a  quarter,  fterling,  at  ten-pence  half- 
penny per  livre,  to  pay  yearly  as  intereft 

on 

(z)  Several  readers  have  imagined  that  the  Chevalier 
meant  the  public  revenue  ;  but  it  is  the  total  amount  of 
the  net  revenue  of  the  lands,  rated  according  to  the 
rents,  to  which  he  alludes.  The  total  amount  of  our 
public  debt  {landing  out  the  fifth  of  January,  1772, 
(the  year  in  which  the  French  work  was  publirtied,  al- 
though the  manufcript  was  fent  to  Holland,  feveral 
months  before  the  clofe  of  1771)  was  127,497,6197. 
Ss.  zd.  ^,  and  the  annual  intereft,  or  other  charges  pay- 
able for  the  fame,  amounted  to  4,526,3927.  St.  8</.  The 
national  debt  is,  now,  one  hundred  and  forty  millions, 
and  the  annual  intereft,  at  the  rate  of  three  and  an 
half  per  cent,  is  five  millions.  K. 
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on   its    debts,    before   fuch  a   circumftance 
could  happen,  this  country  muft  have  been 
engaged  in   fupporting  three  times  as  many 
wars   as   it  hath   carried  on   (ince   1688.     I 
muft  alfo  afk  againft  what  nations  thefe   wars 
are  to  be  waged  ?  I  muft  allow  that  it  would 
prove  a  very  perplexing  fituation,  were    they 
to  be  carried   on  againft    thofe   ftates  which 
are  not  either  in  debt,  or  obliged  to  borrow. 
But  were  the  attack  to  be  made  on  France, 
and  on  Holland,  I  mould  imagine  that  mat- 
ters would  reft,  at  leaft,  on  an  even  footing, 
and  I  Ihould  be  apt  to  compare  thefe  powers 
to  players  who,  with  one  leg  tied  up,  engage 
at  tennis ;  the  match  would   be  lefs  lively, 
but  always  equal.     Were  the  real  embarraiT- 
ments  felt  by  the  powers  involved  in  debt  to 
be  objected  to  me,  and  at  the  fame  time, 
were  it  not  to  be  added  that  thefe  embaraff- 
ments  are,  in  a  great  meafure,  owing  to  the 
critical  fituation   in  which'  they  who  govern 
find  themfelves  relatively   to  thofe   who  are 
governed,  I  fhould   only   anfwer,  that  every 
-  nation   which  carries  on  the  war  with  great 
armies,  great  fleets,  and  to   fay    all  in  one 
word,  at  a  great  expence,  muft  foon  be  ruin- 
ed, unlefs  it  were  to  make  itfelf  amends  for 

its 
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its  lofies  by  pillage.  Now,  pillage  hath  not 
taken  place  fince  every  fubdued  country  be- 
gan to  fubmit  by  capitulation^  and  fince  the 
conquerors  have  forborne  from  the  practice 
of  carrying  away  the  cattle,  and  reducing  the 
conquered  people  to  captivity. 

Far  from  attributing  the  critical  fituation 
of  feveral  powers  to  the  debts  which  they 
have  contracted,  I  fhall  confider  as  a  problem 
the  flouriming  ftate  in  which  they  flill  find 
themfelves,  after  thofe  obftinate,  or  ridicu- 
lous wars,  which  they  have  for  a  long  time 
pad  fupported.  But  why  fliould  we  impute 
that  to  the  debt,  which  may  be  placed  to  the 
account  of  expences  ?  Such  a  young  prodigal 
is  not  ruined  for  having  borrowed  a  hundred 
thoufand  crowns,  but  for  having  fquandered 
them  away.  England  hath  expended  in 
eighty  years  three  thoufand  millions  of  livres, 
French,  or,  eighteen  millions  and  three 
quarters,  fterling,  at  ten-pence  halfpenny /w 
livre,  beyond  its  revenues  -,  thefe  three  thou- 
fand millions  of  livres,  or,  eighteen  millions 
and  three  quarters,  fterling,  at  ten-pence  half- 
penny per  livre,  reprefent  a  labour  which 
•might  have  been  employed  more  ufefully  in  ' 
ploughing  up,  and  cultivating  numbers  of 

VOL.  II.  Z  heaths, 


338  ANESSAYON 

heaths,  or  in  the  encouragement  of  agricul- 
ture, in  Scotland,  and  in  Ireland.  I  muft 
confcfs  that  I  fhould  find  it  difficult  to  point 
out  other  objects  which,  on  account  of  the 
war,  have  been  neglected.  For  this  happy 
country  every  where  prefents  to  us  the  image 
of  profperity.  Neither  population,  nor  agri- 
culture, nor  manufactures,  nor  great  roads, 
nor  magnificent  eftablilhments,  nor,  in  Ihort, 
any  thing  feem  to  be  wanting  in  England. 
And  this  is  a  terrible  argument  in  the  hands 
of  the  fceptics  in  politics.  But  it  muft  be 
obferved,  firft,  that  the  fituation  of  this 
country  is,  in  every  point,  extremely  fa- 
vorable ;  fecondly,  that  the  excellence  of  its 
government,  and  the  wifdom  of  its  admini- 
Itration  muft  have  triumphed  over  many  ob- 
ftacles  j  for,  fuch  are  our  errors  in  politics, 
fuch  are  the  confequences  of  a  bad  moral 
fyftem,  and  of  a  bad  legiflation,  that  all  the 
nations  of  the  world,  if  we  except  the 
Chineie,  are  infinitely  below  that  degree  of 
profperity,  to  which  they  might  attain;  third- 
ly, that  this  profperity  of  our  neighbours  is 
not  to  be  confidered  as  the  lot  of  all  the 
Britifh  empire,  but  of  England  only,  a  great 
part  of  Scotland  being  (till  either  unculti- 
vated, 
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vated,    or  a  defart  j    and  the  Irilh  having 
fcarcely  been  hitherto  more  than  the  Ilotae  of 
the  Englifh.     I  know  that  this  is  a  bad  po* 
licy  which  founds  riches  on  exclufion,  and 
which  pretends  to  fupport  one  people,  at  the 
expence  of  another  people ;  but  it  may  offer 
fome  illufory,    and    momentary  advantages. 
In  fhort,  fince  we  muft  trace  the  errors  which 
the  Englifh  have   committed,  and  the  con- 
fequences  of  their  exceffive  expences,  I  fhould 
imagine  that  we  might  find  them  in  Scotland, 
and   in   Ireland.      Had  the   taxes  been  lefs 
heavy,  there  could  have  been  no  necefllty  for 
laying  a  reftraint  on  the  importation   of  the 
I  rim  provifions,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  rents 
in  England  ;  and  if  commerce  had  been  lefs 
loaden  by  the  duties  of  the  cultoms,  and  the 
taxes  on  confumptions,  there  could  have  been 
no  reafon  for  dreading  a  competitor  in  this 
fifter  kingdom.     More  attention  might  like- 
wife  have  been  payed  to  Scotland,  and  riches, 
equally   diffufed  throughout  the  three  king- 
doms,   muft   have   increafed   commerce    at 
Cork,  as  at  London  j  at  Edingburgh  as  at 

Cork .  .  .  '.  But  what,    if  during  the 

lalt  war,  Ireland  hath  profpered  ;  if  her  agri- 
culture, her  trade,  and  her  population  have 
Z  2  been 
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been  augmented  ? Then  it  muft  be 

anfwered,  that  maritime  expeditions  have  en- 
riched this  country,  which  fupplies  vefTels 
with  their  lading,  and  (lores,  and  encourages 
the  trade  of  America.  But  what,  if  Eng- 
land hath  not  fuffered  by  this  local  preference? 

if Yet  let  us  haften  back 

to  our  firft  principles,  for  we  have  embarked 
in  rather  an  unpleafing  difcuffion,  and  repeat 
that  a  good  adminiftration  foon  repairs  misfor- 
tunes, and  covers  many  inconveniencies. 

Let  us  obviate  another  objection  which  may 
ftill  be  drawn  from  thefe  facts  fo  troublefome 
to  fyftematical  reafoners,  and  to  metaphyfical 
politicians.  A  great  prince,  an  hero  crown- 
ed, entered,  at  the  very  beginning  of  his 
reign,  on  an  ceconomy  entirely  eftablifhed, 
and  found  a  confiderable  faving  which  he 
hath  fmce  augmented-,  his  numerous  victories 
have  never  been  purchafed  by  exorbitant  im- 
pofitions  •,  he  hath  not  borrowed ;  it  is  even 
affirmed  that  he  hath  not  difTipated,  in  the 
laft  war,  all  the  money  which  he  had  in  re- 
ferve ;  peace  having  been  re-eftabiifhed,  he 
re-eftablifhed  alib  ceconomy  in  his  expences ; 
he  employed  himfdf  in  re-placing  thofe  fums 
which  he  had  taken  from  his  faving :  he  com- 
pleted 
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pleted  his  treafure  •,  and  yet  his  fubjecls  are 
fallen  into  diftrefs.  The  money  hath  dif- 
appeared;  commerce  hath  languifhedj  the 
circulation  hath  flopped,  and  peace  hath 
proved  more  difaftrous  than  war.  Undoubt- 
edly, the  powerful  genius  who  prefides  over 
this  ftate,  ftancis  in  need  only  of  his  own  re- 
fources,  to  remedy  thefe  temporary  incon- 
veniencies ;  but  may  we  not  avail  ourfelves 
of  this  occafion,  as  an  apology  for  not  adopt- 
ing the  opinion  of  Mr.  Hume,  who  feems 
to  plead  in  favour  of  the  eftablimment  of  a 
public  treafure  ?  we  prefume,  that  there  are 
no  fums  to  be  difpofed  of  by  the  ftate,  which 
would  not  augment  its  riches,  were  they  ufe- 
fully  expended.  A  canal,  a  fea-port,  a  great 
road,  the  cultivation  of  a  barren  wafte  are 
worth  an  hundred  times  more  than  ten  mil- 
lions locked  up  in  coffers.  And  befides,  ex- 
perience convinces  us  that  treafures  amafled 
by  an  ceconomical  adminiftration  are  foon  dif- 
fipated  by  a  prodigal  adminiflration.  Charles 
the  fifth  poflefled  a  confiderable  treafure.  It 
became  the  prey  of  the  duke  of  Anjou, 
Henry  the  fourth  amaffed  more  than  twenty 
millions  of  livres,  French,  or  eight  hundred 
and  feventy-five  thoufand  pounds,  fterling, 
Z  3  at 
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at  ten-pence  halfpenny  per  livre,  which  would 
now  make  above  fifty  millions  of  livres, 
French,  or  two  millions,  one  hundred  and 
eighty-feven  thoufand,  five  hundred  pounds, 
Englifh,  at  ten-pence  halfpenny  per  livre. 
They  ferved  only  to  enrich  Italians,  and  fome 
avaricious,  and  factious  lords. 

Now,  if  treafures  were  not  advantageous 
to  nations,  one  of  thefe  two  circumftances 
muft  happen ;  either  that  thefe  nations  carry 
on  the  war,  by  the  augmentation  of  taxes ; 
or  that,  fuch  taxes  becoming  too  burdenfome, 
the  nations  find  themfelves  obliged  to  borrow. 
But,  in  the  firft  inftance,  war  is  not  very 
ruinous  •,  and  in  the  fecond  inftance,  the  real 
necefiities,  and  the  importance  of  the  war 
itfelf  muft  be  confulted.  Thus,  the  refult 
of  all  thefe  reflections  is,  that  the  wars  which 
are  carried  on  at  a  moderate  expence,  are 
much  lefs  diftrefsful  to  the  people,  than  thofe 
wars,  the  charges  of  which  exceed  their 
means  •,  and  this  leads  us  to  obferve,  that 
war  is  more  deftructive  when  the  party  is 
beaten,  or  when  the  match  is  unequal;  all 
thefe  are  circumftances  which  have  nothing 
in  common  with  the  queftion  concerning  the 
national  debt,  and  borrowing. 

Now, 
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Now,  that  we  have  explained  the  nature 
of  the  national  debr,  and  its  influence  on  the 
happinefs  of  the  people,  it  is  time  to  inform 
the  reader,  that  we  have  placed  things  in 
their  moft  favorable  point  of  view.  Wepre- 
fume,  indeed,  that  we  have  fhewn  that  the 
inconveniencies  arifing  from  borrowing  arc 
the  fame  as  the  inconveniencies  arifing  from 
expence  j  but  we  muft  not  deny  that  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  following,  without  interruption, 
the  chain  of  our  ideas  hath  occafioned  us  to 
omit  fome  important  particulars.  For  in- 
ftance,  we  have  fuppofed  that  the  govern- 
ment being  under  a  neceffity  of  returning 
annually  to  different  individuals  what  it  might 
have  raifed  to  pay  off  the  arrears  of  the  debt, 
the  fum  of  the  revenues  had  not  changed,  and 
that,  by  a  parity  of  reafoning,  the  fum  of 
expences,  as  well  as  the  fum  of  labour  had 
always  remained  the  fame :  we  do  not  deny 
this  afiertion  ;  but  it  muft  be  confidered  that 
the  removal  of  revenues,  and  of  expences  is 
liable  to  feveral  inccnveniencies.  Firft,  it 
fuppofes  that  there  are  recoveries,  and  pay- 
ments which  always  require  fome  coft,  whe- 
ther it  be  necefiary  to  raife  contributions,  or 
to  fill  public  coffers,  guard  them,  and  occa- 
Z  4  fionally 
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fionally  open  them.  Now,  all  thefe  cofls  are 
an  expence  which  reprefents  a  labour  -,  and  a 
barren  labour,  fince  it  doth  not  produce  either 
fubfiftance,  or  enjoyment.  Secondly,  even 
admitting  that  thefe  expences,  being  impofed 
on  a  territorial  revenue,  and,  in  particular, 
on  the  net  revenue  of  proprietors,  exact  but 
little  coft  in  the  gathering  of  them,  and  are 
of  no  detriment  to  agriculture,  and  to  com- 
merce ;  flill  one  great  inconvenience  mud 
always  remain  :  and  this  is  the  feparation  of 
the  revenue,  and  the  landed  property. 

I  fuppofe  contracts,  and  the  public  funds 
to  be  equally  divided  amongft  all  the  pro- 
prietors, fo  that  whofoever  may  have  an- 
nually payed  a  thoufand  livres,  or,  forty- 
three  pounds,  fifteen  fhillings,  Englifh,  at 
ten-pence  halfpenny  per  livre,  more  for  the 
arrears  of  the  debt,  would  be  pofTeflcd  of  a 
contract  of  the  fame  yearly  value.  From 
this,  one  evil  mud  always  reftilt,  becaufe 
every  diminution  of  the  product  of  a  pro- 
perty tends  to  diminifh,  in  its  turn,  the  afr 
fection  of  the  proprietor,  and  to  remove  ex- 
penfive,  but  ufeful  undertakings,  fuch  as 
buildings,  the  cultivation  of  barren  tracts, 
&c.  On  the  other  hand,  it  frequently  hap- 
pens 
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pens  that  an  individual  naturally  becomes  at- 
tached to  the  fource  of  his  revenues ;  that  he 
abandons  the  country  for  the  capital,  and 
willingly  gives  the  preference  to  an  idle,  and 
ufelefs  life.  The  inequality  in  the  divifion 
of  the  public  effects  redoubles  all  thefe  in- 
conver^.encies -,  for  whilft  a  proprietor  of 
twenty,  thoufand  livres,  French,  or  eight 
hundred  and  feventy-five  pounds,  fterling, 
at  ten-pence  halfpenny  per  livre,  landed  in- 
come, pofTeffes  likewife  as  far  as  fifty  thou- 
fand livres,  French,  or,  two  thoufand,  one 
hundred,  and  eighty-feven  pounds,  ten  (hil- 
lings, fterling,  at  ten-pence  halfpenny  per 
livre,  of  revenue,  in  contracts ;  a  proprietor 
who  hath  only  ten  thoufand  livres,  French, 
or,  four  hundred  and  thirty-feven  pounds, 
ten  (hillings,  fterling,  at  ten-pence  halfpenny 
per  livre,  landed  income  alfo,  pays  the  fifth 
of  his  revenue,  and  yet  poiTeffirs  no  paper. 
I  (hall  not  dwell  on  the  facility  of  placing  a 
capital  in  the  public  funds,  and  thus  diverting 
the  money  from  commerce,  and  removing  it 
from  all  means  of  being  ufefully  employed : 
for  they  who  have  fo  often  repeated  this  com- 
mon-place obiervation,  feem  to  have  forgot- 
ten that  when  one  perfon  purchafes  a  contract, 

another 
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another  perfon  fells  a  contract,    and  that  if 
the  purchaftr  doth  not  employ  his  money  in 
commerce,  the  feller  hath  perhaps  alienated 
his  effects   only  to  make  this  life  of   them. 
Were  the  ftate  to  open  a  new  fcheme  for  bor- 
rowing,   the  cafe   would   be  different :    but 
then  this  inconvenience  is  the  eonftquence  of 
the  actual  expence  of  the  government,  and 
not  of  the  debt  formerly  contracted.     What 
I  dare  affirm,  is,   that  the  people,  or  rather 
the   proprietors   who,    in   modern  focieties, 
ought  alone  to  reprefent  the  nation,  cannot 
avoid    weakening    themfelves    confiderably, 
whenfoever   they    may  have   bartered   away 
their  landed  properties  for  uncertain  poffem*- 
ons  5  always  within  the  hands  of  the  govern- 
ment,   whether   this   government    bear    the 
name   of  a  Monarchy -,    or  of  an  Arijlccracy^ 
they  mud,  fooner,  or   later,  fall  into  a  ftate 
of  dependance.     I  muft  farther  oblerve  that 
if,    unfortunately,  the  public  effects  ihould 
be  fo  multiplied,    that  to  underftand   their 
value,    to  follow  their  changes,  and  to   be 
one's   felf   matter    of    thefe    variations,    be 
grown   fo   obfcure   and   difficult   an    art,    a 
kind  of  barren  commerce  will  be  eftablifhed, 

called 
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called  Agio  ;(a)  a  commerce  which  never 
fucceeds  but  at  the  expence  of  proprietors, 
conftantly  the  dupes  of  monied  men ;  but  I 
muft,  likewife,  obferve  that  all  thefe  new  in- 
conveniencies  ought  rather  to  be  imputed  to 
the  fault  of  the  government,  than  to  the 
debt  in  itfelf;  and  it  may  be  added,  that 
were  we  to  trace  them  to  their  fource,  we 
fhould  attribute  them  much  lefs  to  the  ig- 
norance, than  to  the  weaknefs  of  minifters, 
fo  that  the  laft  analyfis  would  produce,  in- 
flead  of  the  vices  infeparable  from  borrowing, 
thofe  which  fpring  from  wars  undertaken 
againft  the  inclination  of  the  people,  or 
which  are  the  neceflary  confeqtiences  of  all 
prevarication  in  the  exercife  of  the  public 
authority. 

Drawn  into  thefe  long  difcuffions,  which 
are,  perhaps,  too  dry,  and  tirefome  to  the 
greater  part  of  our  readers,  we  muft  not 

forget 

(a)  Agio,  a  term  chiefly  ufed  in  Holland,  and  at 
Venice,  fignifies  the  difference  between  the  value  of 
bank  fiock,  and  the  current  coin.  In  Holland,  the 
Agio  is  generally  three,  or  four  per  cent.  At  Rome,  it 
is  from  fifteen  to  tvventy-five/»fr  cent.  At  Venice,  it  is 
fixed  at  tv/enty  per  cent.  Agio  alfo  Signifies  the  profit 
arifing  from  difcounting  notes,  bills  of  exchange, 
&c.  K. 
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forget  that  our  principal  object  is  to  examine 
what  is  the  influence  of  the  public  debt,  on 
the  happinefs  of  the  people.     We   have  en- 
deavoured to   leflen  that  fearful  opinion  ge- 
nerally formed  of  it :    this  is    a  new  method 
of  eftimating  it.     If  the   debt  be  eflentially 
an  evil,  as  a  debt,  and  not  only  as  reprefent- 
ing  an  expence,    the   firfl  care  of  every  go- 
vernment mould  be  to  reimburfe  it,  as  foon 
as  poffible.     Let  us  endeavour   then  to  al- 
certain  whether  fuch  an  operation  be  always 
the  moft  advantageous,  and  that  we  may  the 
fooner  effect  this,  let  us  imagine  that  a  (late 
hath   borrowed  precedently  a  fum  equal  to 
the  labour  of  an  hundred  thogfand  men,  for 
the  arrears  of  which  it  returns   annually  the 
labour  of  five  thoufand  men  :  let  us  alfo  fup- 
pofe   that  a  wife   ceconomy,    either  in   the 
maintenance  of  the  troops,  or  in  the  expences 
of  the  court,  permits  this   ftate   to  fave  an-' 
nually  a  fum  reprefenting   the  labour  of  ten 
thoufand    individuals.      What  ufe    would    it 
make  of  this  fa v ing  ?   would  it  employ  it  in 
leflening  the  general  burden   of  the  people  ? 
in  taking  off  annually  from  the'  taxes  a  fum 
correfponding  with  this  faving  r    or  would  it 
apply  it  to  the  progreffive  reimbiirfement  of 
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the  public  debt  ?  on  the  one  hand,  the  debt* 
dimin.fhing,  by  little  and  little,  would  end 
by  being  entirely  extinguifhed -,  and  the  peo- 
ple would  at  length  perceive  themfelves  de- 
livered from  every  contribution  which  they 
furnifhed  towards  difcharging  the  arrears  of 
this  debt.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may  hap- 
pen that  the  taxes  being  either  exceffive,  or 
badly  laid  on,  the  nation  might  feel  a  more 
prefling  neceffity  for  an  immediate  relief:  It 
may  allb  happen  that  the  coils  of  certain  im- 
pofitions  being  much  too  confiderable,  the 
annihilation  of  thefe  irnpofitions  would  prove 
the  moft  requifite  operation  -,  and  this  re- 
duces the  problem  to  two  queftions.  Are 
tbe  -people  in  need  of  an  immediate  alleviation  ? 
Doth  it  ccft  the  government  more  to  receive,  than 
to  pay. 

Firfl  queftion.  Are  the  people  in  need  of  an 
immediate  alleviation?  this  is  an  important 
confideration ;  for*  by  fuppofing  that  this 
ftate,  which  owes  a  capital  equal  to  the  fum 
which  reprefents  the  labour  of  an  hundred 
thoufand  men,  could  annually  reimburfe  the 
tenth  part  of  this  fum,  it  is  evident  that,  in 
the  firft  year,  it  alleviates  the  public  burden 
only  from  the  labour  of  five  hundred  per- 

fons  5 
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fons  j  and  in  the  following  year,  only  from 
the  labour  of  five  hundred  and  twenty-five 
peribns ;  and  fo  on.  But  if  the  contribution 
be  too  violent  for  the  people,  if  it  employ 
more  of  their  time  and  powers  than  they 
could  conveniently  difpofe  of,  if  it  with- 
draw them  from  labours  of  improvement; 
if  it  deprive  them  of  that  repofe  which  is  ne- 
ceffary  for  them,  &c.  &c.  would  it  not  be 
better  to  remit  annually  a  fum  equal  to  the 
labour  of  ten  thoufand  men,  than  to  retrench 
only  the  twentieth  part,  and  to  employ  the 
reft  in  reimburfing  the  public  debts  ?  it  will 
be  anfwered,  that  the  fums  reimburfed  ceafing 
to  reprefent  a  barren  labour,  like  that  which 
adminifters  to  the  maintenance  of  armies,  or 
to  the  pomp  of  courts,  they  foon  pafs  from 
the  proprietors  of  funds  to  the  laborious 
clafTes,  who  may  augment  the  price  of  their 
labour,  or  take  off  fome  hours  from  their , 
day's  work :  but  are  thefe  returns  lufficiently 
quick,  and  immediate,  particularly  v\ hen  the 
vehicles  of  them  ought  to  be  the  current 
fpecies,  or  paper,  a  kind  of  money  which 
promotes  fo  many  fpeculations,  and  fuch  va- 
rious projects  ?  and  doth  it  not  follow  from 
thefe  reflections,  that  if  the  people  be  over- 

loaden, 
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ioaden,  it  muft  be   better  to  remit  the  im- 
pofitions,  than  to  reimburfe  the  debt? 

Second  queftion.  Doth  it  coft  the  Jl  cite  mere 
to  receive,  than  to  pay  ?  this  is  an  extremely 
interefting  enquiry.  For,  if  in  order  to  re- 
imburfe annually  a  fum  equal  to  the  labour 
of  ten  thoufand  men,  the  government  mould 
be  obliged  to  exad  from  the  people,  a  fum 
equal  to  the  labour  of  twelve  thoufand  men, 
they  will  have  made  a  very  bad  bargain ;  in 
fact,  to  put  matters  on  an  even  footing,  it 
would  be  requifite  that  the  payment  of  their 
creditors  mould  exact  an  over-afiefTment  near- 
ly equal :  I  fay,  nearly  equal,  becaufe  regard 
muft  be  had  to  the  discharge  of  the  interefl. 
But  let  us  deicend  into  a  plainer  road,  and, 
for  a  moment,  leave  our  abftracted  formu- 
laries, to  produce  an  example  taken  from  our 
own  country.  Many  peribns  believe  that  the 
cuftoms  coft  more  than  twenty  per  cent,  col- 
lecting. They  may  bring  in  about  fifteen 
millions  of  livres,  French,  or,  fix  hundred 
and  fifty-fix  thoufand,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  flerling,  at  ten-pence  halfpenny  per 
livre.  I  afk,  now,  if,  when  in  1764.  a  fink- 
ing fund  for  twenty  millions  of  livres,  French, 
or,  eight  hundred  and  feventy-five  thoufand 

pounds. 
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pounds,  fterling,  at  ten-pence  halfpenny  per 
livre,  was  eftablifhed,  it  would  not  have  been 
more  profitable  to  have  abolifhed  the  duties 
of  the  cuftoms,  or  to  fpeak  more  properly, 
to  have  changed  them  into  a  fimple  territorial 
impoft,  which  ftill  producing  a  certain  re- 
venue, might  have  facilitated  the  converfion 
of  the  Gabelkt  or  duty  upon  fait,  into  a  tax 
engrafted  by  a  pound  rate,  on  the  land-tax 
or  twentieth  penny.  I  know  the  difficulty 
of  reafoning  from  this  illufory  reimburfe- 
ment,  which  exacted  other  refources ;  but 
might  not  thefe  reiburces  have  arifen  more 
eafily  from  an  improvement  of  the  condition 
of  the  country,  than  from  only  paying  the 
creditors  with  bills  upon  another,  a  payment 
more  worthy  of  a  difcounter,  than  of  a  mi- 
nifter.  To  thefe  different  confiderations,  I 
lhall  alfo  add,  that  even  fuppofing  thefe  im- 
pofitions  to  be  wifely  laid  on,  and  collected 
with  ceconomy,  it  is  rtquifite  that  the  go- 
vernment mould  not  think  of  reimburfe- 
ments,  until  it  had  been  fully  known  that  no 
occafion  more  prefllng  for  the  employment 
of  money  ftood  in  the  way.  Although  France 
had  abolifhed  the  duties  on  the  cuftoms,  and 
the  Gabelky  I  mould  ftill  confider  canals  of 

com- 
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communication  between  the  Somme,  and  the 
Efcaut^  between  the  Mofelle,  the  Meufe,  and 
the  Marne*  between  the  $aone^  and  the  Seine, 
as  more  ufeful  undertakings,  than  a  reim- 
burfement of  fixty  millions.  As  much  may 
be  advanced  in  favour  of  the  introduction, 
and  regular  repair  of  great  roads,  the  con- 
ftruction  of  bridges^  the  draining  of  fens> 
the  cultivation  of  waftes,  &c.  Neither  muft 
it  be  forgotten,  that  the  reimburfement  of 
debts  infpires  all  governments  with  an  in- 
clination for  war  ;  whereas  ufeful  expences 
render  peace  advantageous,  without  fhorten- 
ing  its  duration. 

After  having  confidered  this  fubject,  in  fo 
many  different  points  of  view,  every  im- 
partial reader  muft  agree  with  us,  that,  ex- 
cepting fome  inconveniencies  which  we  have 
already  mentioned,  the  national  debt  is  not 
fo  great  an  evil  as  hath  been  imagined  :  that 
it  is  only  a  real  evil,  in  as  much  as  it  repre* 
lents  excefiive  expences  ;  in  fhort,  that  its 
reimburfement  is  not  abfolutely  neceflary, 
nor  even  the  moft  important  object  of  a  good 
adminiftration.  Perhaps  the  reader  may  not 
regret  that  he  hath  favoured  us  with  his  at- 
tention, mould  he  feel  a  conviction  that 

VOL.  II.  A  a  the 
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the  misfortunes  of  his  fellow-citizens,  nay, 
more,  the  misfortunes  of  his  kind,  (for  who 
(hall  hold  humanity  within  the  limits  of  em- 
pires ?)  are  not  proportional  to  thofe  enor- 
mous debts,  the  mafs  of  which  appears,  at 
the  firft  glance,  fo  overwhelming.  Thepro- 
fefled  panegyrifts  of  kings  are  juflly  funk 
into  contempt,  but  the  comforter  of  the 
people  deferves  to  be  cherifhed,  and  efteem- 
ed ;  efpecially  if,  whilft  he  encourages  them 
to  hope,  he  doth  not  conceal  from  them  their 
dangers  ;  if  he  makes  no  attempts  to  infpire 
them  with  a  falfe  fecurity  ;  and  if  whenfoever 
he  would  mitigate  the  opinion  which  they 
may  have  formed  of  their  misfortunes,  he 
takes  care  to  prove  to  them,  that  they  may 
ftill  attain  to  a  much  better  fituation.  Such 
a  perfuafion,  fuch  a  difpofition  of  minds 
feems,  in  my  opinion,  the  moft  favorable  to 
every  kind  of  progrefs.  It  is  equally  removed 
from  that  morofe  difcontent  which  defpairs 
of  every  thing,  and  from  that  vain  confidence 
which  doubts  nothing.  Let  us  leave  thofe 
who  are  called  to  the  painful  cares  of  go- 
vernment, to  calculate  all  the  moral  circum- 
flances  which  ought  to  modify  general  prin- 
ciples j  but  fince,  during  our  leifure,  we  have 

pre- 
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prefumed  that  it  was  in  our  power  to  unfold 
thefc  principles,  let  us,  at  lead,  endeavour  to 
complete  our  full  career,  by  (hewing  their 
confequences ;  and  whether  our  readers  be 
inclined  to  refute,  or  to  commend  us,  let  us 
lave  our  cenfurers,  and  our  approvers  from 
the  toil  of  fearching  after  the  refult  of  our 
opinions. 

It  is  not  unulefully  that  we  have  eftimated, 
as  public  labour,  all  the  contributions  of  the 
people,  and  all  the  expences  of  the  govern- 
ment. The  refult  is,  that  in  the  actual  form 
of  focieties,  all  labour  reprefents  lubfiftance 
for  one  part  of  the  citizens,  and  enjoyments 
for  the  other  part;  that  every  dilpofition 
which  attacks  this  commerce,  makes  a  direct 
attack  on  the  welfare  of  nations ;  that  all 
public  expence  is  abfolutely  in  this  predi- 
cament, and  that,  of  courfe,  it  ought  always 
to  be  confidered  as  a  minimum,  that  is,  it 
ought  always  to  be  the  fmalleft  expence 
poflible.  We  have  already  obferved,  that 
fecurity  and  prefervation  were  the  natural 
limits  of  this  ceconomy.  It  is  therefore  the 
bufmefs  of  thofe  who  govern,  rightly  to  un- 
derftand  thefe  limits,  and  to  take  all  their 
precautions,  left,  at  any  time,  they  mould 
A  a  2  either 
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either  not  reach  them,  or  pafs  beyond  them. 
The  number  of  foldiers,  and  of  fortreffes,  is 
.of  all  expences,  that  which  makes  the  deep- 
eft:  impreflion  on  the  inhabitants  of  capitals. 
And  yet  were  they  to  reflect  that  the  different 
powers  can  fcarcely  difarm,  but  in  concert, 
and  to  call  up  to  their  remembrance,   the 
terrible  confeqnences  which  have  fometimes 
followed  the  lofs  of  a  battle,  or  the  reduction 
of  a  town,  they  would  be  more  moderate  in 
their  cenfures,  nor  defire  that  the  father  of  a 
family,  obliged  to  leflen  the  number  of  his 
houfehold,  mould  begin  by  fending  away  his 
porter.     Thele  errors,  fo  common  amongft 
us,  can  only  arife  from  the  cuflom  which  we 
have  adopted  of  making  a  diftinclion  between 
the  Sovereign,  and  the  State.     It   is  the  So- 
vereign who  pays  the  troops ;   it  is,  therefore, 
concluded  that  this  expence  comes  from  him-, 
and  it  is  this   which  muft   be  firft  attacked. 
But    I    would    afk  whether   forty   thoufand 
monks  are  lefs  chargeable,  or   more  fervice- 
able  tothe  (late  than  forty  thoufand  foldiers. (b) 

What- 

(b)  It  is  with  pleafure,  that  we  find  ourfelves  enabled 
to  affure  the  reader,  that  there  are  but  forty  thoufand 
monks  in  France ;  and  thcfe  are  exaftly  forty  thoufand 
too  many. 
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Whatfoever  the  arrangements  may  be,  it  muft 
be  requifite  for  the  maintenance  of  the  monks, 
and  the   foldiers,    either  that  the  clafles  of 
cultivators,    and     workmen   augment    their 
labour,  or  that  there  be  a  diminution  of  en- 
joyments, in  the  clafs  which  furnifhes  fub- 
fiitance.     Without  entering  into  any  theolo- 
gical  difcuffions,    it  may  be  affirmed,    that 
there  are  countries,  in  which  the  Clergy  are 
reduced  to   Bifhops,  to  Curates,  and  to  Vi- 
cars.    There  are,  even,  countries  who  have 
no  ecclefiaftics,  excepting  Pallors.     The  dog- 
mata of  thefe  people  in  ay  be  erroneous,  yet 
it  is  not,  on   this  account,  lefs  true  that  they 
have  as  lively   a  faith,  and  are   more  ftri&ly 
moral,  than  fome  nations  overwhelmed  with 
priefts  and  monks.     If,  within  fome  of  thefe 
nations,    the  number  of   thefe   ufelefs  men 
fhould  ftill  amount  to  forty  thoufand  perfons, 
I   affert  that  the  reform   of  forty  thoufand 
monks,  or  the  reform  of  forty  thoufand  fol- 
diers would   equally   relieve  the  people,  re- 
latively to  contributions,    that  is,    to  thofe 
favings   which  muft  have  been  made  from 
their   enjoyments,    or  their   fubfiftance.      I 
now   leave  others   to  decide  which  clafs   is 
the  mod  ufeful  clafs :    but  I  think  that  I 
A  a  3  may, 
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may,     at   all   hazards,    infure   the   military 
clafs. 

I  lhall  not,  here,  repeat  what  hath  been  fo 
often  obferved  concerning  the  celibacy  of  the 
ecclefiaftics,  and,  particularly,  of  the  monks. 
I  write  for  inftructed  readers,  for  readers  more 
inftrufted  than  myfelf.  I  offer  my  ideas  to 
the  greateft  part  of  thefe  readers,  as  I  fhould 
offer  them,  in  a  converfation  with  men  of 
understanding ;  and  I  only  avail  myfelf  of  the 
means  which  printing  affords,  in  order  to  ex- 
tend a  commerce  which  hath  always  been  the 
happinefs  of  my  life  :  in  this  commerce,  each 
individual  mould  only  offer  fuch  of  his  ideas 
as  ought  to  be  new  to  others :  and  fuch,  in 
my  opinion,  is  the  following  idea.  I  think, 
that  of  all  the  religious  orders,  fuch  as  have 
been  lei's  burdenfome  to  the  ftate,  are  thofe 
againft  which  the  greateft  clamours  have 
arifen  •,  and  thefe  orders  are  the  richeft  of  all. 
The  Benedictines,  the  monks  of  Premontre, 
and  the  Bernardines  are  much  lefs  numerous 
than  the  Francifcans,  and  all  the  Mendicants. 
They  may  be  confidered  as  a  fociety  of  pro- 
prietors, who  ufing  moderately  their  net  re- 
venue, throw  back  a  part  of  it  in  advance, 
and  towards  improvement.  A  celebrated 

author 
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author  hath  already  favoured  us  with  an  eu- 
logy of  the  culture  of  the  monks,  but  our 
inductions   greatly  differ,    becaufe  he  hath 
confidered  as  a  juftification  of  all  the  monks, 
what  was  but  an  excufe  for  fome  of  them. 
Mr.  HumefcJ  hath   alib   queftioned  whether 
thefe  popijh  inftitutions  be  fo  deftruftive  to  the 
populoufnefs  of  a  ft  ate,  as  is  commonly  imagined. 
He  fuppofes   that,    'were  the  land,  which  be- 
longs to   a  convent,  beftowed  on  a  nobleman,  he 
would  fpend  its  revenues  on  dogs,  horfes,  grooms, 
footmen,  cooks,  and  hcufe-maids  \    and  his  fa- 
mily would  not  furnijh  many  more  citizens  than 
the  convent.     But,  who  would  compare  the 
expence    and     magnificence  difplaytd   at  a 
nobleman's  feat,  with  the  domeftic  eftablifn- 
ment  of  a  convent  ?  befides,  it  is  much  more 
by  their  number,  than  by  their  riches,  that 
the  monks  prove  detrimental  to  fociety.     We 
know,  and  we  not  a  little  defpife  thofe  Men- 
dicants,   whofe    only   refource   is   their  im- 
pudence,   and  whofe  only  capital  is  fuper- 
flition :  but  we  have  no  idea  of  the  immenfe 
contributions  which  they  levy  in  the  country. 
A  a  4  Were  t 

(c)  See  EJfay  on  the  popuhvfneff  of  ancifnt  nations, 
Svo.  v.  2.  p.  192. N 
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Were  a  fovereign,  perplexed  by  a  difficulty 
in  paying  his  troops,  to  fend  thirty  thoufand 
men  into  the  different  villages,  and  give 

o        '  O 

orders  to  their  commanders  to  fee  them  main- 
tained by  the  people,  but  at  the  eafieft  rate 
thatpoflibly  could  be  devifed  ;  what  clamours 
would  be  levelled  at  this  arrangement !  an 
arrangement  confefiedly  vicious,  yet  much 
lefs  fo  than  the  permiffion  with  which  the 
monks  are  indulged  to  abufe  the  public  cre- 
dulity. It  is  a  pernicious  toleration  which, 
indeed,  furnifhes  them  with  no  coactive  force, 
but  leaves  them  in  poflefiion  of  fuch  formi- 
dable arms,  wherewith  to  attack  the  fimple, 
and  ignorant,  as  are  equivalent  to  an  order 
to  opprefa  the  weak,  and  to  refpeft  the 
flrong. 

Let  us,  now,  turn  back  and  examine 
whether  all  the  merit  of  thefe  rich  abbeys  be 
not  confined  to  the  fingle  circumftance  of 
being  lefs  pernicious  to  the  ftate,  than  that 
fwarm  of  Mendicants,  with  which  it  is  in- 
fected. It  hath  been  cbferved  that  the  monks 
are  better  proprietors  than  the  gentlemen : 
but  why  are  the  gentlemen  poor?  becaufe 
the  Clergy,  and  the  monks  .have  gotten  pof- 
feflion  of  all  their  riches.  It  may  as  well  be 

faid, 
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faid,  that  the  receivers  of  the  revenues  are 
more  uieful   to  the  (late,  ihan  the  little  te- 
nants ;    for  their  lands  are  certainly  better 
cultivated.    Much  noife  hath  been  made  con- 
cerning that  portion  of  their  revenues,  which 
the  religious  orders  employ  in  the  improve- 
ment of  their  eftates.     But  hath  any   perfon 
exactly  calculated  whether  all  thefe  improve- 
ments have  been  the  fruit  of  their  own  fav- 
ings  ?  hath  any  account  been  kept  of  all  thofe 
oblations,  of  all  thofe  legacies  in  ready  cafh, 
which  pillaged  the  patrimony  of  individuals, 
and  thus  lefiened  their  properties,  in  order  to 
fupply  thefe  abbeys  with   money  wherewith 
to  raiic  mulberry  trees,  to  dig  moats,  and  to 
extend  their  plantations  ?    I   am   convinced 
that  if  my  anceftors  had  diftributed  pardons, 
and   received    offerings,     my    famiiy    lands 
would  have  been  as  well  cultivated,  as  the 
lands  of  any  abbey. 

This  next  objection  feems  to  be  unanfwer- 
able.  Shall  we  oppofe  abufes,  to  abufes  ? 
then,  let  us  draw  a  parallel  between  the  ex- 
pences  of  fome  particular  fquanderers,  and 
the  immenfe  capitals  which  theie  abbeys  have 
employed  in  buildings,  and  which  they  ftill 
lay  out  in  keeping  up  thefe  houfes.  What 

farms 
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farms  might  formerly  have  been  railed  with 
thofe  fums   which  have  been  expended,  and 
ftill  are  expended,    on   the    monafteries   of 
Citeaux,    of   Clervaux,     of   Premontre,    of 
Saint  Bertin,  of  Saint  Eloy,  of  Saint  Denis, 
&c.     We  are  aftonifhed  at  the  poverty  which 
our  anceftors  have  tranfmitted  to  us.     Slaves 
more  abject  than   the  Egyptians,    we  have 
employed  our  labour  in  conftructing  pyra- 
mids,   whilft  the  Nile  did   not  fertilize  our 
lands :  we  have  put  together  mean  huts  -,  we 
have  (lept  under  the  thatch,    whilft  we  have 
elevated  even  to  the  Ikies,  the  ianctuaries  of 
a  God,  who  was  contented   to  be   born  in  a 
ftable  j    and  whilft  we  have   lodged    under 
gilded  roofs,   the  fucceffors  of  a  fifherman, 
and  a  money  changer  j  or  rather  the  fucceffors 
of  thofe  folitaries   who  lived   in    wild  caves, 
and  dwelled  within  the  cavities  of  the  rocks. 
It  is  cuftomary  to  alledge  in  favour  of  thefe 
monks,  the  will  of  the  founder,    long  pof- 
feffion,    and  prefcription  :    but  who  amongft 
us,    may   not   confider  himfelf  as   an  heir, 
{tripped  by  ccclefiaftics  ?     we  talk   of   pre- 
fcription !    undoubtedly  there  may    be  pre- 
fcriptions  from  particular  individuals,  to  par- 
ticular  individuals ;    but  can   there  be  pre- 

fcriptions 
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fcriptions  from  one  clafs  of  citizens,  to  ano- 
ther clafs  of  citizens  ?  can  prefcriptions  exift 
in  oppofition  to  the  public  welfare  ? 

Whilft  we  unfolded  our  abftrafted  prin- 
ciples, we  obferved  that  no  faving  could  be 
truly  advantageous  to  the  ftate,  except  the 
faving  which  diminifhes  the  number  of  ufe- 
lefs  men  maintained  at  the  expence  of  pro- 
ductive and  induftrious  men.  If  we  apply 
thefe  principles  to  fome  modern  nations,  and, 
for  example,  to  France,  we  (hall  find  that 
her  actual  fituation,  and  her  preffing  wants 
daily  oblige  her  to  make  an  attack  upon  pro- 
perty. Now,  which  is  the  moft  facred,  the 
property  which  is  afierted  by  the  idle,  and 
ufelels  man,  who  hath  renounced  the  world, 
who  beftows  no  children  on  the  ftate,  who 
ftands  in  no  predicament  of  the  civil  order, 
and  who,  at  length,  difappears  from  the  fur- 
face  of  the  earth,  without  leaving  even  the 
traces  of  his  footfteps ;  or  the  property  which 
is  claimed  by  the  induftrious  citizen,  the  cul- 
tivator, who  ferves  his  prince,  and  the  ftate, 
and  who  relying  on  the  public  faith,  married, 
and  brought  up  his  children,  with  that  con- 
fidence which  ought  never  te  be  deceived  ?  I 
will  fuppofe  that  the  diminution  of  the  ec- 

clefiaftical 
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clefiaftical  revenues   may  be   confidered  as  a 
bankruptcy ;     but    is    not   every    impofition 
which  confumes  too  large  a   part  of  the  re- 
venues, which  finks  the  credit,  or  proves  the 
deftruction  of  the  funds,  the  bankruptcy  of 
the  citizen  ?  and  thefe  papers,  thefe  contracts 
fecured  by  having  been  entered  in  formal  re- 
cords, are  not  thefe  alfo  properties  ?  it  is  this 
circumftance   which  muft  be  refpecled.     We 
fear  to   attack   the   monks !     and   who  (hall 
plunder  us  ?    (hall  we  be  plundered   by  thole 
men,    who  have  never  employed   the  riches 
which  they  druggie  to   prelerve ;    by   men, 
who  prefer  liberty  to  thefe  idle  properties,  of 
which  they  cannot  difpofe,  and  who  behold 
them  every  day  converted  into  nfelefs  pomp  ? 
Our  opinions  are  changed  ;    this   is  a  facl; 
beyond  a  doubt.     Let  us  ftruggle   no  more 
againft  a  current  which  forces   us  along,  but 
doth  not  drive  us  into  any  port.     It  is  not  ir- 
religion,  but  found  policy   that  mall  throw 
open  the  cloifters.     It   is   not  avarice   which 
ihall  gain   by  the  plunder,  but  the  poor  peo- 
ple, the  cultivators,  the  artifans ;    and  ib  far 
will  our  morals  be  from  finking  amidft  the 
ruins  of   prejudices,    that   the    Clergy,    the 
Bifhops,  and  the  Curates,  the  true  minifters 

of 
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of  morality,  and  vertue,  mall  refume  their 
rank,  and  receive  that  refpect,  to  which  they 
are  entitled.  All  the  fanatics  who  maintain 
ancient  fuperftitions  ',  all  the  hypocrites  who 
endeavour  to  acquire  confequence,  by  defend- 
ing fome  old  maxims,  do,  therefore,  ufe- 
lefsly  devote  themfelves  to  the  execration  of 
all  good  men,  by  ftruggling  ro  retard  a  re- 
volution, which  will  be  effected  in  fpite  of 
their  efforts  to  the  contrary. 

But  I  forget  that  this  power,  which  they 
will  never  be  able  to  exercife  over  events, 
may  be  directed  by  them  againft  individuals. 
Yes,  I  do  forget  it,  and  I  forget  it  with 
pleafure,  whilft  I  give  a  loofe  to  the  pure 
2eal  which  animates  me,  and  to  the  integrity 
of  my  intentions.  But,  what  an  author 
mould  never  forget,  is,  to  keep  within  the 
limits  of  his  fubject.  Whatfoever  latitude  our 
lubject  may  allow,  we  muft  bound  our  reflecti- 
ons within  the  point  at  which  they  were  de- 
figned  to  reft.  We  are  not  without  appre- 
henfions,  that  the  impatience  of  the  reader 
may  have  already  intimated  to  him,  that  we 
are  near  the  end  of  our  career ;  we  mail, 
therefore,  haften  to  conclude  it,  by  refuming 
the  principal  ideas  contained  in  this  effay. 
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Ike  Conclufion  of  ibis  Work. 

If  the  object  of  the  enquiries  into  which 
we  have  entered,  was  to  determine  what  was 
the  condition  of  humanity,  throughout  the 
different  epochs  of  hiftory,  it  muft  not  be 
forgotten  that  this  long,  and  painful  labour 
tends  to  one  great  refult,  without  which  it 
might  be  confidered  as  a  barren  fpeculation. 
Whilft  feveral  enlightened,  and  refpectable 
writers  have  ftriven  to  direct  mankind  into 
the  road,  which  leads  to  the  greateft  poffible 
happinefs,  we  have  chofen,  for  our  tafk,  to 
examine  whether  the  focial  ftate  be  effectively 
fufceptible  of  improvement  j  we  have  been 
particularly  defirous  of  obviating  this  ob- 
jection i  it  is,  indeed,  a  common  objection  ; 
but  it  is  extremely  important,  and  extremely 

dangerous.     In  what  will  all  this  end? 

'will  net  men  be  confta'Atly  the  fame  ?  now,  to 
arrive  at  the  fettlement  of  this  point,  the  way 
is  plain  before  us. 

Firft,  we  may  reft  affured  that  the  legifla- 
tion,  morals,  and  cuftoms  maintain  fuch  an 
empire  over  the  paflions,  that  they  may  give 
rife  to  infinite  differences  in  the  focial  ftate  ; 

and 
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and  as  thefe  differences  can  never  be  found 
but  between  two  principal  points,  the  good, 
and  the  evil,  it  is  very   certain  that  legiflati- 
on  and  morals  may  render  men  either  more, 
or  lefs  happy.    But  this  is  an  article  on  which 
there   can  be  no  occafion  to  expatiate,    as, 
here,    our     labours    have    been    foreftalled 
by  very   celebrated  authors,  amongft  whom 
two(d)   have   fet   this  matter  in  the  cleareft 
light.    Secondly,  it  remained  for  us  to  prove 
the  thing  by  the  fact,  that  is,  to  allure  our- 
felves  that  if  mankind  had  not  already  made 
a  great   progrds   in   true   polity,  no  confe- 
quence  could  be  drawn  from  it,  in  favour  of 
the  future  ;  becaufe  it   is   evident,  not  only 
that  they  have  generally  neglected  this  ob- 
ject, but  that  even   when  they  have  payed 
fome  attention  to  it,  they  have  been  far  from 
choofing  the  beft  means  towards  the  attain- 
ment of  it.     It  is  to  thefe  confiderations  that 
we  have  been   more   particularly  attached. 

They 

(d)  Prefident  de  Montefquicu,  in  his  Efprit  des  loix, 
and  Mr.  Helvetius,  in  his  book  tit  I'Efprit.  The  laft 
author  died  at  Paris  in  December  1771.  His  eulogium 
hath  been  lately  publifhed,  to  which,  as  to  a  beautiful, 
but  not  an  heightened  picture  of  one  of  the  noblejl  works 
of  God,  the  reader  muft  feel  a  pleafure  in  referring.  K. 
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They  have  induced  us  to  collect  together  the 
moft  probable  materials,  relating  to  ancient 
governments,  which  hiftory  hath  tranfmitted 
to  us.     We  have  met  only  with  obfcurities 
and  contradictions,  in   the  few   informations 
handed  down  to  us,  concerning  the  old  mo- 
narchies,   fuch    as    the    monarchies   of    the 
^Egyptians,  the   Aflyrians,  the  Medes,  &c. 
but  we  were  at  no  lofs  to  difcover  that  def- 
potifm  and  fuperftition  reigned   very  gene- 
rally during  the  firft  ages  of  the  world.  Now, 
as  all  authority,   which   is   not  exercifed  for 
the   welfare   of  the   whole,    can  only  have 
been  founded  on   force,    and  impofture,  we 
were   not   aftonifhed   to   find   robbery,    and 
ufurpation  appearing  with  the  firft  kings,  and 
propagating   themfelves  with  the  firft  people. 
Faffing  from  hence,  to  the  eftablimment  of 
the  moft  ancient  republics,  we  have  diicover- 
ed  that  the  fpirit  of  ambition    and  jealoufy 
had   but  too  confiderable  an  influence  over 
their  legislation ;   r.nd   if  fome  of  thefe  have 
appeared  limited  to  defence,  and  prefervation, 
there  is  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  they  founded 
this  defence  and"  this  prefervation  on  violent 
means,  means  only  proportional  to  that  forced 
ftate,    in  which  they  fprang  up.      In  fad:, 

whilft 
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v/hilft  thefe  different  governments  were  at- 
tended with   fome  momentary  fuccefiesj  and 
whilfl  it   happened  that   moral  and  phyfical 
caufes  multiplied  men   in  fome  places,  and 
under  Tome  eftablifhments,    it  appeared  that 
the  Icgiflations  were  fo  little  able  to  bear  with 
thefe  unexpected  advantages,    that  it  became 
necefiary  to  diiperfe  the  increafing  population, 
and  to  found  new  colonies.     Now,    thefe  co- 
lonies being  only  able  to  fettle  in  defart  coun- 
tries,    or   regions  inhabited    by    unpolifhed 
people,  new  relations  of  fuperiority  were  in- 
troduced, exifting  in   fact,  but  more  exag- 
gerated  by  opinion,    all  which   contributed 
farther  to  remove  the  re- union  of  the  people, 
fource  of  every  focial  vertue  •,    fo  that  man- 
kind perceived  themfelves  divided  into  three 
claffes  which  feemed    to  weigh  down   each 
other-,  numerous,  and  ancient  nations  infub- 
jedtion   to   monarchs  -,    active  and  ambitious 
republics  tending  towards  their  aggrandize- 
ment j    and  favage,    and   untutored  peoplej 
who  concealed  themfelves  in  the  woods,  from 
whence  they   never  ifllied  but  in  fwarms,  or 
jnade  themfelves  known  but  by  invafions. 

In  this  (late  of  things,  it  became  difficult 
for  true  morality  and  found  polity  either  to 

VOL.  I!.  B  b  fpring 
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fpring  up,  or  to  propagate  themfelves.  It  is 
not  to  be  expected  that  felf-intereft  will  fearch 
after  by-paths,  when  it  can  meet  with  fhorter 
and  more  eafy  roads.  Mankind  were  al- 
ready acquainted  with  riches,  and  all  the 
other  advantages  of  civil  life.  There  was  no 
interval  between  the  defire  of  pofieffing,  and 
the  inclination  to  invade.  In  this  quarter, 
gold  was  found  ;  in  that  quarter,  were  ivory 
and  perfumes.  It  was  the  bufmefs  of  force 
to  acquire  thefe  trcafures,  for  which  induftry 
had  prepared  no  exchange.  Foreigners  were 
called  Barbarians.  Nothing  more  was  want- 
ing to  authorife  a  feizure  of  their  pofleflions, 
whilft  the  owners  were  reduced  to  captivity. 
Agriculture,  and  the  arts,  offered  more  eafy 
enjoyments,  yet  dill  it  was  by  the  labour  of 
flaves  that  thefe  were  to  be  procured.  In 
fhort,  if,  at  that  period,  man  had  been  drip- 
ped of  the  power  of  oppreffing  man,  he 
would  have  felt  himfelf  as  deftitute,  as  he 
muft  be,  in  our  times,  were  he  deprived  of 
the  affiftance  of  domeftic  animals. 

We  need  not  proceed  any  farther ;  and,  if 
the  reader  hath  hitherto  been  pleafed  to  fol- 
low us,  he  muft,  undoubtedly  have  antici- 
pated our  intention  of  prefiing  forward  to 

one 
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one  great,  and  general  principle :  and  this  is, 
that  before  a  fingle  legiflation  every  way  fuit- 
able  to  them,  can  be  eftablifhed  amongft 
mankind,  the  firft  ftep  muft  be  to  afllmilate 
them.  We  beg  leave  to  unfold  this  idea. 

Whilft  the  knowledge  of  the  enlightened 
ages  was  imperfect,    and  confined  within  a 
narrow  compafs,    and  whilft   the  world  con- 
tained  only  a  fmall  number  of  enlightened 
ages,    ambition,    and  the  fpirit  of  conqueft 
muft  have  prevailed  exclufively  over  every 
other  principle.     At  Sparta,   they  were  en- 
tirely engaged  in  concerting  meafures  for  the 
ruin  of  Athens.      At    Syracufe,    they  were 
bufied  in  forming  plans  for  the  deftruftion 
of  Carthage  •,    and  fo  on.     To  triumph  over 
fome  few  rivals,    was  triumphing  over  the 
whole  world.     Rome  held  out  the  example; 
victorious    over   Carthage,    (he    conquered 
Greece,  and  afterwards  all  the  nations  which 
were,  at  that  time,  known.     Let  us  fuppofe 
that  two  individuals  at  Saint  Domingo  were 
to  contend  for  an   habitation ;    he  who  had 
gained  the  battle  would  remain   upon  the 
fpot,  by  this   fingle  circumftance,    rendered 
the   matter  of   a   thoufand   negroes.     Now, 
what  hath  eftablifhed,   during  every  period, 
B  b  2  fo 


372  ANESSAY    ON 

Jo  great  a  difference  between  man,  and  man, 
between  nation,  and  nation  ?  it  is  ignorance^ 
or  rather  error  •,  truth  is  one,  but  error  is  in- 
finitely varied.     Error  is  reproduced  under  a 
thoufand  different  forms,  and,  above  all,  can 
modify  humanity  through  every  poffible  de- 
gree of  debafement    and    degradation.     To 
the  light  itfelf,  therefore,  to  true  philofophy 
belongs  the  power  of  changing  the  lot  of 
men :    and  if,  after  all  which  hath  been  ob- 
ferved  relatively    to   this   fubject,    a   doubt 
fhould  ftill  remain,  let  the  effect,  produced 
by  the  two  fole  events  which  feemed  to  point 
towards  this   end,  be  particularly  examined. 
I  mean  the  re-union  of  nearly   all  the  known 
world,    under   the  Roman   empire,    and  the 
aftonifhing  propagation  of  chriftianity,  which 
happened  about  the  fame  time,     "Why  did 
not  fo  many  people,  fubjecl  to  the  power  of 
the  Cadars,  and  exifting  under  the  fame  laws, 
live,  I  will  not  fay   as  brethren,    but  only  as 
beings  of  the  fame  fpecies  ?    it  .was  becaufe, 
on  the  one  hand,  truth  was  not  feated  on  the 
throne ;    and    becaufe,    on  the   other  hand, 
there  dill  remained   too  many  barbarous  na- 
tions, through  the  darknefs  of  which,  truth 
had  not  as  yet  been  able  to  penetrate.     Why 

did 
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did  not  chriftianity  diffufe  amongft  mankind, 
an  uniform  and  general  fyftem  of  morality  ? 
it  was  becaufe,  whatibever  might  have  been 
the  fpirit  which  prefided  over  its  eftablifh- 
ment,  a  blind  paffion,  a  fordid  intereft,  and 
odious  rivalries  followed  it,  and  even  guided, 
its  progrefs.  Its  morality  foon  difappeared 
under  its  multiplied  dogmata ;  and  this  mo- 
rality itfelf  was  never  extended  to  all  the  dif- 
ferent relations  of  man,  in  his  focial  ca-> 
pacity. 

And  yet  chriftianity  did  not  fail  to  draw 
its  profeflbrs  nearer  to  each  other;  and  to- 
wards the  fifteenth  century,  when  the  people, 
wearied  out  by  fuperftitions,  and  eager  after 
truths,  began  to  reckon  a  little  with  the 
priefthood,  it  could  not  have  been  known 
what  would  have  happened  in  Europe,  if 
the  difcovery  of  a  new  world  had  not  retard- 
ed the  progrefs  of  this  dawning  reafon. 
Then  all  relapfed  into  the  diforders  of  ancient 
times.  Immenfe  countries,  weak,  and  ig- 
norant people  were  as  baits  to  the  ambition 
of  maritime  nations ;  and  thus  it  is,  tha^ 
men  return  to  their  firft  propenfity,  the  de- 
fire  of  invading,  and  of  obtaining  all  by  vio- 
lence, rather  than  by  labour.  Defpotifm, 
B  b  3  and 
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and  an  intolerance  grew  rich  in  the  moment 
when  they  ceafed  to  be  ftrong ;  thus,  the 
progrefs  of  humanity  was  impeded. 

You,  who  live,  and,  efpecially,  you,  who 
begin  to  live  near  the  clofe  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  congratulate  yourfelves  on  finding 
America  peopled  from  pole,  to  pole,  with 
European  nations.  Congratulate  yourfelves 
on  perceiving  the  excellent  conftitution  of 
Great-Britain  reproducing  itfelf  over  a  fpace 
of  more  than  eight  hundred  leagues  of  coafts. 
Rejoice  that  a  Czar  Peter,  an  Elizabeth,  a 
Catherine  have  at  lead  begun  to  civilize  thofe 
northern  countries,  from  which  the  enemies 
of  the  earth,  in  former  times,  ruftied  forth. 
You  will  lament,  as  I  do,  but,  probably,  you 
will  not  always  lament  that  a  fpirit  of  avarice, 
and  exclufion  mould  have  debarred  the  moft 
fertile  fhores  of  Afia  from  the  advantages  of 
fociety,  and  from  the  leaft  portion  of  the 
profperity  of  Europe.  You  will,  doubtlefs, 
demand  that,  through  the  favorable  afliftance 
of  the  numerous  eftablifhments,  to  which 
commerce  hath  given  rife,  felicity,  (if  I  may 
ufe  the  expreffion)  be  made  to  encompafs  all 
thofe  vaft  parts  of  the  world  which  are  ftill 
barbarous,  ftill  too  far  removed  from  per- 
fection, 
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feftion,  in  order  that  fenfible  minds  may  be 
induced  to  defire  a  longer  life,  if  it  be  true 
that  fenfible  minds  can  cherilh  life.  How* 
foever  wicked,  howfoever  corrupted  we  may 
be,  we  love  our  kind,  our  likenefs.  We  love 
our  likenefs  becaufe  we  love  ourfelves.  There 
cannot  be  a  more  juft  exprefilon,  were  it  well 
underftood !  we  love  all  which  is  identical 
with  ourfelves,  all  which  calls  us  home  to  our- 
felves j  and  by  this  word  hkenefs,  muft  be 
underftood  whatfoever  reftmbles  us  in  fea- 
tures, manners,  cuftoms,  and  even  in  lan- 
guage. Afiimilate  mankind,  therefore,  and 
you  make  them  friends.  But,  above  all,  en- 
deavour to  affimilate  them  by  their  opinions. 
Whilft  we  fix  the  bounds  of  our  underftand. 
ing,  let  us  contracl  the  field  of  error.  The 
neceflaries  of  the  mind  are  fcarcely  more  ex- 
tenfive  than  the  necefiaries  of  the  body.  Let 
us  learn  to  know,  and  to  be  ignorant:  in 
particular,  let  us  fear  the  marvellous,  and 
even  the  fublime.  Philofophers  !  Preachers! 
Moralifts  !  rather  employ  your  talents  in  form- 
ing a  people  of  honed  men,  than  a  fmall 
number  of  heroes  ;  and  whatfoever  may  be 
the  fource  of  our  vertues,  let  us  believe  that 
all  which  tends  to  multiply  men  within  the 
B  b  4  nations, 


376         .AN     ESSAY    ON 

nations,  and  rich  crops,  over  the  furface  of 
the  earth,  is  good  in  itfelf,  is  good  from  in- 
trinfic  excellence,  and  preferable  to  all  which 
appears  valuable  in  the  eyes  of  prejudice.  (VJ 

(e)  We  muft  not  conceal  from  the  reader,  that  the 
celebrated  Muratori  publi/hed,  about  twenty  years  fince, 
a  work  entitled  Delia  publicaf elicit  a*  We  were  ignorant 
of  it  ourfelves,  when  engaged  in  the  work  which  we 
offer  to  the  public;  and  are  now  happy  in  paying  this 
tribute  of  applaufe  to  the  Italian  author,  who  favours 
us  with  feveral  very  judicious  reflections  on  different 
fubjefts  in  morality  and  politics.  We  muft,  at  the 
fame  time,  obferve  that  his  plan  hath  no  connection 
\vith  ours,  as  he  treats  this  matter  dogmatically,  whilft 
\ve  have  almoft  conftantly  confined  ourfelves  within 
hiftorical  difcuffions  and  fimple  obfervations. 

*  A  Trench  tranjlation  of  ibis  ivork  nvas  lately  pubKJhed 
fit  Lyons,  to  which  <was  prefixed  the  life  of  Muratori,  'written 
by  bis  nefhevj.  K. 
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ADDITIONAL    NOTES. 


T.  page  9.  line  4.  Dollandos  is  rren- 
tioned  ;  the  pafTage  fhould  run  exaftly  thus  :  "  like  the 
"  aftroncmers,  before  the  difcovery  of  Dollond,*  they 
"  made  ufe  of  glafles,  which  did  not  carry  to  a  fufn- 
*'  cient  diftance." 

*  "  See  alfo  two  articles  in  the  fixty-fecond  volume 
"  of  the  philofophical  tranfaclions.  The  title  of  the 
"  firft  article  is,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Peter  Dollond,  ta 
"  Nevil  Majkelyne,  F.  R.  S.  and  ajlronomer  royal,  de~ 
tl  Jcribing  Jcme  additions  and  alterations  made  to  Kiu'.ly's 
"  quadrant,  to  render  it  mart  ferviceable  at  fea. "  The 
title  of  the  fecond  article  is,  "  Remarks  on  Hadltf  s 
"  quadrant,  tending  principally  to  remove  the  difficult iet 
"  that  have  hitherto  attended  the  vfe  of  the  tack  obfer-^ati- 
"  on,  and  to  obviate  the  errors  that  might  arife  from  a. 
"  tvant  of  parallelifm,  in  the  two  furfaces  of  the  index 
"  glaj's. ;  by  NevilMaJkelyne,  F.R.S,  ajlronomer  royal"  K. 

CHAPTER  II.  page  89.  line  4.  The  modern  philofo- 
pher  is  Moniieur  Helvetius. 

CHAPTER  III.  page  1 16.  lineic.  When  the  Ottomans, 
and  with  them  barbarifm  took  poffeffion  of  Greece, 
Andrew  John  Lafcaris  fled  to  the  fanftuary  of  learned 
men,  the  houfe  of  Laurence  de  Medicis.  This  illuftri- 
ous  Florentine,  bufied  in  forming  a  library,  fent  him 
twice  to  Conftantinople,  in  fearch  of  manuscripts.  At 
his  return,  Lewis  the  twelfth  invited  him  to  Paris,  from 
whence  he  repaired  to  Venice,  in  the  character  of  am- 
bailador,  and  acquitted  himlelffo  ill,  that  it  xvas  ob- 
ferved  how  much  better  calculated  he  was  for  a  libra- 
rian, than  a  miniiler  of  ftate.  He  died  of  the  gout, 
in  his  ninetieth  year.  His  grammar,  publifhed  in 
1476,  at  Milan,  was  the  firil  book  printed  in  the  Greek- 
language.  (See  Mattaire  Annales  'Typographic!,  torn.  I. 
p.  122.)  Dante,  and  Petrarch  died  fotne  years  before 
Lafcaris  was  born.  K.. 

Hernonjrmnt 


Hernonymus  Spartanus,  another  fugitive  Greek,  was 
received  into  France,  by  Lewis  the  eleventh,  concern- 
ing whofe  regard  for  literature,  Naude  complains,  and 
perhaps  with  juftice,  that  hiftorians  have  been  too  filent. 
Gregorius  Typhernas,  Tranquillus  Andronicus,  and 
Hernonymus  were  the  correctors  of  the  prefs.  and  the 
great  promoters  of  the  Greek  language  at  Paris.  Yet 
thefe  had  been  preceded  by  men  of  iuperior  eminence 
in  polite  learning,  and  Dante,  and  Petrarch  had  ter- 
minated a  glorious  career,  when  the  Grecian  empire 
was  overthrown  by  the  Barbarians.  K. 

CHAPTER  V.  note  (y)  page  208.  The  reader  may 
gather  a  vague  idea  of  the  itace  of  agriculture  in  Scot- 
land, at  the  beginning  of  the  lalt  century,  from  the 
"  PennileJJe  pilgrimage"  of  John  Taylor,  the  water- 
poet,  made  thither  in  16/8.  If  the  writer  hath  not 
cealt  in  fiction,  to  compliment  the  native  country  of 
his  royal  patron,  the  paffage  proves  that  North  Britain 
was,  in  its  lefs  cultivated  condition,  widely  different 

from  a  land  of  famine "I  was   credibly  inform- 

'  ed  that  within  the  compaffe  of  one  yeere,  there  was 
'  fhipped  away  from  that  onely  port  of  Leeth,  four- 
fcore  thoufand  boles  of  wheat,  oates,  and  barley  into 
Spaine,  France,  and  other  forraine  parts,  and  every 
bole  the  meafure  of  foure  Englifhe  oufhels  ;  fo  that 
from  Leeth  onely  hath  been  tranfported  three  hundred 
and  twenty  thoufand  bufhels  of  corne  ;  befides,  fome 
hath  been  fhipped  away  from  Saint  Andrewes,  from 
Dundee,  Aberdeene,  Difert,  Kirkady,  Kinghorne,, 
Burnt  Hand,  Dunbar,  and  other  portable  townes, 
which  makes  me  wonder  that  a  kingdome  fo  -populous 
as  it  is,  fhould  nevertheleffe  fell  fo  much  bread  corne 
beyond  the  feas,  and  yet  to  have  more  than  furficient 
for  thernfelves."  See  Taylor's  works,  folio,  1630, 
page  130. 

CHAPTER  V.  page  213.  line  4.  The  following 
note,  to  which  a  marginal  mark  fhould  have  referred  at 
the  end  of  the  words  "  happy  people"  hath,  through 
the  negligence  of  the  tranflatcr,  been  omitted  in  the 
body  of  the  work. 

See  in  the  tragedy  of  jj£/eiy/us,  entitled,  the  feven 
chiefs  before  Thebes,  a  defcription  of  thofe  calamities  to 
which  a  conquered  city  is  expofed. 


(    3    ) 

Mr.  Hume  obferves  (from  Diodorus  Siculus,  HI.  1 8.) 
that  when  Alexander  ordered  all  the  exiles  to  be  reftored 
throughout  all  the  cities,  it  was  found  that  the  ivbok 
amounted  to  twenty  thoufand  men.  And  here  I  muft  re- 
mark that  this  conftderation  may  ferve  to  explain  the 
reafon  why  in  former  ages  the  newly- eftablifhed  cities 
became  peopled  in  a  Shorter  fpace  of  time.  In  fad,  the 
country  was  filled  with  banilhed  perfons  who  knew  not 
whither  to  flee  for  refuge  :  as  foon  as  ever  an  azylum 
was  opened  to  them  ;  as  foon  as  eve*  they  entertained 
the  leaf:  hopes  of  procuring  in  it  the  rights  of  citizens, 
rights  which  men  born  free  can  never  bear  to  lofe,  they 
flocked  to  it  from  every  quarter.  It  is  thus  that  Rome 
became  populous,  and  not  in  confequence  either  of  the 
wifdom  of  her  laws,  cr  the  perfection  of  her  agriculture. 

CHAPTER  VIII.  page  277.  line  6.  The  modern  au- 
thor is  the  Prefident  Monteiquieu, 
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T  O    T  H  E 


SECOND    VOLUME. 


A. 
Achaia,  when  free,   175. 

Advice  to,  all  nations,  291,  292. 

Advocates  for  the  good  old  time,  remarks  on,  88. 

dgio',  what,  note  a,   347. 

Agriculture,  the  only  remedy  for  the  decay  of  it  fought 
in  prayers  and  proceffions,  95,  96.  A  proof  of 
the  happinefs  of  the  people,  180.  State  of  it 
amonglt  the  antients,  ibz.  State  of  it  in 
France,  253. 

dguejjeau,  .  Mr.  d',    advances   on    arbitrary   principle, 
notei,  25.     Short  account  of  him,  notek,  26,  27. 
Aix  la  Cbapelle ,  peace  of,  293. 
^Ibigenfest  mort  account  of  the,  note p,   8 1. 

Alen$(,n,  duke  d',  afced  of  France  by  the  Dutch  for 
their  fovereign,  135. 

Allodial  property  defcribed,  note  s,  38. 

Ambition,  infatiable,  recalled  to  reafon  in  the  hour  of 

payment,   140. 
Anatomy,  its  properties,   159. 

Ancus  Martius,  recalls  the  attention  of  the  people  to 
agriculture,  189. 

Andrew  of  Hungary  flrangled  by  his  wife,  Joan  of 
Naples,  note  g,  99. 

Antrujlicnes, 


INDEX, 

Antm ft -tones,  note  c,    17. 

Archipelago  iflands,  when  free,    175. 

Architefture,  prefent  ftate  of,  163. 

driofto  preceded  by  Lafcaris  and  Hernonymus,   1 1 6. 

Arragon,  its  dependent  fituation,  178. 

Arragonians,  their  former  privileges,  note  t,  178.  De- 
prived of  them  by  Philip  the  fecond,  ibid. 

Afia,  fituation  of  the  French  and  Englim  in  that  quar- 
ter, 295,  296. 
Afia  minor,  when  free,   175. 

Aflaffination,  at  Rome,  the  confequence  of  faving  the 

lives  of  guilty  citizens,  213. 
AJtrtsa,  a  romance,  the  fubjecl  of  it,  note  e,  273, 
Athenio  breaks  open  the  Ergajlula,  note  h,  227. 
Aujlregts,  what,  note  j,   177. 
Auftria,  privileges  of  its  ftates,  177. 
Axiom,  anew,  gains  footing  in  Europe,  132. 

B. 

Bacon,  lord,  his  humorous  account  of  the  philofophy 
of  the  Greeks,  note  /,  121.  His  obfervations 
concerning  too  extravagant  an  admiration  of 
authors,  note  x,  125.  Traces  out  the  fcience  of 
phylics,  127.  What  may  be  faid  of  him,  ibid. 
His  ingenious  obfervation  on  the  fyllogiftical 
forms,  and  all  logic,  note  g,  149.  The  firft 
who  hath  oppofed  to  this  fpecious,  but  abfurd 
method,  invention,  and  theology,  ibid.  His 
great  contempt  for  the  philofophy  of  the  cate- 
chifm,  ibid.  .  .  .  His  novum  organum  afh.  63, 
quoted,  ibid. 

Baillis,  the  nature  of  their  office,  note  e,  56. 
Barbarians,    their  legiflaticn   and  origin  equally  un- 
known, 8.  Their  conquefts  eafy,  283. 
Barbary,  its  fertility,  note p,  199. 

Eayard,  Chevalier  de,  "  the  knight  without  fear,  and 
without  reproach,"  ihort  account  of,  note  a,  91, 
92. 

Beafts,  wild,  their  decreafe  a  proof  of  population 
amongft  the  moderns,  231,  232. 


INDEX. 
Beau,  Mr.  !e,  fhort  account  of,  note g,  23. 

Beaufort,  Mr.  de,  exprefles  his  fentiments  of  the  PJfc- 
tricians  with  fingular  freedom,  nctef,  194. 

Bellay,  Mr.  tit,  author  of  the  "  Siege  of  Calais,"  fhort 

account  of  note  &,  93. 
Benedictines,    one  of  (the   leaft  burdenfome  orders  of 

Monks,    358. 

Beneficium,  its  Signification,  note  q,  36. 
Bernardines,    one  of  the   leaft   burdenfome  orders  of 

Monks,   358. 
Btrri,  too  feverely  raxed,  253. 

Bifhops  ufurp  the  right  of  pacing  judgment  in  all 
matters,  51. 

Blanch,  the  wife  of  Charles  the  fair,  efcapes  thepunifh- 
ment  inflicted  on  adultery,  by  pleading  the 
nullity  of  her  marriage,  &c.  note  i,  100. 

Boileau,   his  illiberal  attack  on  Perre.ult,  note  /,  65. 
Books  are  to  difcourfe  what  copper-plates  are  to  pictures, 

150.     How  judged,  ibid,     \\hattheyarrogate 

to  themfelves,   ibid.     The  power  which  they 

exercife,  ibid. 
Soulain-villiers,  count  de,  his  writings  enquired  into,  10, 

&c.  fhort  account  of  him,  note  lt  10. 
Boyards  defcribcd,  note  m,  32. 
BroJ/e,  Peter  de  la>  falfely   accufes  the  wife  of  Saint 

Lewis,  and  is  afterwards  hanged,  note  l>,   100. 

Brown,  Doctor,  Eftimate  of  the  manners,  and  princi- 
ples of  the  times,  written  by  him,  note  i,  23  I  ; 
quoted,  ibid. 

Brujfely  Mr.  de,  his  conjectures  concerning  the  words 
f--ody  beneficium  and  prtedium,  note  q,  36.  The 
reafons  on  which  he  grounds  his  opinion  that 
France  was  governed  during  more  than  three 
hundred  years  as  one  grand  nef,  note  a,  50. 

Buat,  Mr.  ae,  his  *•  Qrigenei"  referred  to,   17. 

JSu/bn,  Mr.de,  compared  to  Demofthenes,  note  k ,  160. 

Burney,  Doctor,  his  ««  Prefent  ftate  of  Mufic,"  C5V. 
commended,  and  referred  to,  note  m,  163. 

Bufching,  Doclor,  afcribes  the  alteration  in  die  govern- 
ment of  Aragon  to  Philip  the  fifth,  note  t,  178. 

Csdar, 


I    N    D    E    X. 

C. 

Cu-far,  Juliusj  his  commentaries  quoted,  222,   223. 
**  Calais,  Siege  of,"  the  extraordinary  fuccefs  of  this 

tragedy,  note  £,93. 
Caligula,  his  wifh,  283. 

Calldt  probably  borrowed  models  from  Rabelais ;  note  q, 

107. 

Candia,  the  long  ficge  of,  note  z,  284,   285. 
Capitals,  which  are  the  moft  advantageous,  note  dt  270. 
Carolina  compared  with  Sparta,   179. 

Carthaginians,  tyrants  over  Spain,  Sardinia,  and  Cor- 
iica,  175. 

Cafaubcn,  Ifaac,  and  Meric,  by  whom  turned  into  ri- 
dicule, note  u,  123.  The  obligations  which 
they  have  conferred  on  the  learned  world,  ibid. 

Caftellans  dcfcribed,  note  m,  32. 

Caitile,  its  dependent  lituation,   178. 

Catechifm,  the  ftudy  of  it,  a  fource  of  diforders,  156. 

Ceorle  defcribed,  note  I,  30. 

Cbanterea-u,  Mr.  de,  his  explanation  of  the  word  Leudee, 
note  h,  '24.  Short  account  of  him,  note  k,  26. 
Kis  conj  clures  concerning  the  word's  feed,  bt- 
neficium,  and  frtediumy  note  q,  35.  Kis  advice  to 
Lewis  the  thirteenth,  after  the  defertion  of  his 
followers,  note  a,  49. 

Charlemagne  digefted  and  amplified  the  laws  enacted 
before  his  reign,  nctc  a,  9. 

Charles  cf  Anjou  receives  the  inveHiture  of  Naples, 
and  Sicily,  note  f,  98. 

Charles  the  fecond  of  England  governed  by  the  dutchefs 
of  Portfmouth,  136. 

Cbatillcn,  Gaucher  de,  fhort  account  of,  note  a,  91. 

Chemiftry,  its  properties,   159,   160. 

Cheilerfield,  earl  of,  his  fine  character  of  Montefquicu, 

note  by   13. 
Chivalry,  remarks  on,   107.     The  diffolute  and  incon- 

iiflent  character  cf  its  profeffors,  108,  109,   no. 

Cloifeul,  duke  of,  his  difmil:lon,  note  q,  309. 

Cimftian, 


IN    D    E    X. 

ChriiUan  the  fecond  of  Denmark,  his  barbarity,   169. 
Churches,    reformed,    the  advantages   attending  their 

k'^-aration,    167. 
Churchill,    Mr.  Charles,    defcribes  a  land  of  famine, 

note jy  208. 
Cicero  quoted,  note  k,   197. 

Citeaux,  abbe  de,  his  barbarous  advice  at  the  fiege  of 
Betters,  note p,  80. 

Clairault,  Mr.  Ihort  account  of,  note  i,    158. 

Clement,  Jaques,  who,  notef,  275,  276. 

Clovis,  his  adventure  with  a  Sicambrian  foldier  con- 
cerning a  vafe,  note  r,  37. 

Club,  explanation  of  the  word,  note  n,  72. 

Cceur,  Jaques,  fliort  account  of  him,  note  t,  84.  Ill 
requited  for  introducing  a  fpirit  of  commerce  in 
France,  85. 

Colombiere,  Mr.  de,    his  bigotted  account  of  Simcn  dt 

Moatfort,  note  p,   80. 
Colonies,    Englifh,    and   the   Mother -Country,    con- 

fequence  of  the  difputes  between  them,  295 .. 

Columbus,  the  ufes  which  he-made  of  his  difcoveries 
and  conquefts,  32. 

Columella  quoted,  notes  u,  182,  x,  183,  y,  184,  b,  196, 
/,  198,  //;,  198,  o,  199,  and  q,  202. 

Commerce,  what  would  have  been  its  fituation  under 
fome  particular  circumflances,  137.  The  ex- 
tenfion  of  it  by  every  mean  impolitic  and  unjult, 
279.  Compared  to  a  galley-flave,  note  p,  306. 

Commons,  divilions  of,  note  I,  291. 

Compafs,  the  advantages  attending  its  invention,  132. 

Conclufion  of  this  work,  366,  &c.  &c. 

Conradin,  duke  of  Swabia,  taken  prifoner,  and  exe- 
cuted at  Naples,  note  f,  99.  His  gallant  con- 
duel;  on  the  fcaffold,  ibid. 

•   Controverfy,  the  effefts  of  its  flame,   168. 
Corn,  advantages  arifing  from  its  exportation,  245. 
Cortez,  Fernando,  finds  the  feodal  government  eftablifh- 
ed  at  Mexico,  note  p,  34.  The  ufes  which  he  made 
of  hrs  difcoveries  and  conquefts,   132, 
VOL.  II.  C  c  CCA-.T, 


INDEX. 

Enguerrand  de,  fhort  account  of,  note  a,  9 1 . 
Counts  defcribed  note g,   23. 
Crufades,  thepaffion  for  them  becomes  epidemical,  79. 

Currentfpeeiesof  a  nation  to  be  employed  in  a  fmall 
portion,  270. 

D. 

D^Aletnbert,  Mr.  account  of,  note  /,    157. 
Dante  precedes  Lafcaris  and  Hernonymus,   1 1 6. 
D'Avaux,  Count,  his  negociations  quoted,    315,  316. 

His  family,  note  r,  ibid. 
Denmark  mildly  governed,  note  q.   173. 

Depopulation  the  moft  eafily  repaired  after  plagues, 
note  s,  246. 

Defcartes,  Mr.  his  difcovery,    160. 

Deferter,  Pruffian,  his  reply  to  a  queftion  from  his  fo- 
vereign,  note  r,  38. 

Defpotifm,  its  tyrannical  exertions  over  the  underftand- 
ing  at  the  revival  of  literature,  167. 

Dictionary,  the  biographical,  referred  to  for  an  ac- 
count of  Montefquieu,  note  b,  14. 

Dinan,  the  dreadful  ftorm  of,  note  d,  95. 

Druids  averfe  from  war,  223,  224. 

Dubosy  Able,  his  writings  enquired  into,  10,  &c. 
Short  account  cf  him,  note  b,  n.  Proves  that 
the  government  was  not  the  feme  amongft  all  the 
German  tribes,  note  d,  18.  His  opinion  con- 
cerning the  government  of  the  Franks,  25. 

Ducange,  Mr.  writes  the  "  Gloflaire  de  la  bafle  lari- 
nite,"  36.  His  account  of  the  population  of 
France,  note  t,  249. 

Ducks,  Mr.  de,  writes  the  life  of  Lewis  the  eleventh, 
note  c,  95. 

Dukes  defcribed,  noteg,  23.. 

Dttrfe,  Ihort  account  of,  note  e,  273,  274.  His  ro- 
mance, ibid. 

E. 

Eaftern  empire,  its  fubverfion  a  fecondary  caufe  of  the 
revival  of  literature,  1 20. 


INDEX. 

Egypt,  its  fertility,  note  p,   199. 

Eledtricity,  its  effects,   161. 

Encjclopedit)  its  character,  ncte  i,   158,  note  »,   166. 

England,  the  happy  confequences  of  its  intefHne  com- 
motions, 59.  Its  conititution  enquired  into,  61* 
&c.  What  compared  to,  65.  Enjoyed  fooner 
than  France  the  advantages  of  commerce  and 
agriculture,  note  u,  86.  State  of  it  under  Mary 
and  Philip  the  fecond,  170.  Its  happy  advan- 
tages over  other  nations,  note  j,  256.  Number 
of  its  inhabitants,  note y,  256,  257.  Its  natio- 
nal debt,  note  K,  335.  Its  advantages,  338. 

Englifh,  the  low  condition  of  their  fleets  and  armies, 
under  Charles  the  fecond,  136.  Perceive  that 
they  wafte  their  treafure  in  endeavouring  to  pull 
down  the  Grand  Monarq ue ,  140.  Their  lobour- 
ers  earn  more  than  the  Scotch  labourers,  260. 
note  a,  261.  Their  country  people  well  clad, 
262,  263.  Melancholy  and  difcontented,  264, 
How  liable  to  lofe  their  pofleffions  in  Bengal, 
296,  note  n,  297.  Their  exclufive  fpirit  in 
matters  of  commerce,  291.  Which  axe  their 
real  mines,  ibid- 

Epimenides,  his  wakening  unlike  the  wakening  of  phi- 
lofophy,  75. 

Epirus  under  regal  authority,  175. 

Erafmus,  75. 

Eunus  breaks  open  the  Ergaftula,  note  h,  227. 

Expilly,  Abbe,  calculates  the  increafe  of  population  in 
France,  from  the  plague  in  1720,  209.  En- 
quires into  the  population  of  France,  note  q> 
241.  242. 

F. 

Fencers,  good,  Auftrian  and  Pruffian  troops  compared 
to  them,  297,  298. 

Fe-od  improperly  tranflated,  note  q ,  35. 
Feodal  government,  a  ftriking  inllance  of  it  Hill  exifl- 
ing,  note  o,  33. 

Fideles  defcribed,  note  c,  17. 

C  c  2  Florence, 


INDEX. 

Florence,    its    peculiar  good  fortune,     118.       A    new 

Athens,  but  exceeding  it,  ibid. 
Floras  quoted,  note  b,  227. 
Flour,  exorbitant  price  of  it,  note  b,   262.     Aflize  on 

it  to  redrefs  the  neceffities  of  the  poor,  263. 

Fogs  and  clouds,  how  caufed,  note  q,  203. 

Fontenelle,  Mr.  de,  his  "dialogues  des  morts,"  referred 
to,  note  f,  147. 

Forman,  Mr.  tranflates  the  account  of  the  ancient  par- 
liaments of  Paris  by  Boulainvilliers,  note  b,  10. 

Founders,  antient,  of  monafleries,  how  worfe  than 
the  Egyptians,  368. 

France,  new  forms  creep  into  its  ancient  conftitution, 
60.  Its  conftitution  farther  enquired  into,  66, 
c5r.  Its  monarchy  eftablifhed  by  war,  feems  to 
have  been  devoted  to  a  perpetual  war,  77,  &c. 
When  only  it  may  be  faid  to  have  enjoyed  a  real 
ftate  of  peace,  83.  Always  the  leail  dependent 
onRome,  171.  Privileges  of  its  provinces,  178. 

Francis  the  firft  of  France,  his  fine  capitulation,  72. 
His  character,  103.  His  attachment  to  Clement 
Maroty  105.  The  diforder  of  which  he  died, 
note  /,  106. 

Franks,  their  ridiculous  laws,  note  u,  41. 

Franklin,  Doftor,  compared  to  Prometheus,  161. 
Highly  complimented  by  Signer  Beccaria,  note  /, 
161. 

Fredum  defcribed,  note  t,  40. 

French,  the,  perceive  that  they  purchafe  the  glory  of 
their  monarchs  at  too  dear  a  price,  1^0.  In 
what  refpedts  happy,  277. 

G. 

Gaillard,  Mr.  de,  his  fine  character  of  Saint  Lewis  re- 
ferred to,  note  y,  81.  Author  of  two  excellent 
performances,  note  m,  103. 

Garaffe,    a   Jefuit,    infults   the   memory   of  Pafquier, 

note  m,  68. 
Gamier,    Abbe,    his   opinion   concerning  the   Franks, 

note  c,   18. 

Gdxtttt 


INDEX. 

Gazette  litteraire  commended,  note  m,  237. 

Geometry,  mifapplication  of  the  term,  note  b,  156,  157,. 

German  empire,  advantages  enjoyed  by  its  free  cities, 
174,  Miferable  condition  of  its  little  ftates,  252, 

Germany,  description  of  its  courts  and  princes,  46, 
Its  conltitution  enquired  into,  60.  A  great  part 
of  it  prefcribes  limits  to  the  power  of  Charles 
the  fifth,  169.  Shakes  off  the  yoke  of  the  Pope, 
and  Ferdinand  the  fecond,  ibid.  Its  flates  little 
inclined  to  attack  each  other,  297. 

Glory,  intoxication  of,  recalled  to  reafon  in  the  hour 

of  payment,   140. 
Gold  and  filver  the  real  monarchs  of  Europe,   133. 

Government,  feodal,  remarks  on  the,  i,  &c.  A 
ftriking  inftance  of  it  in  Ukraine,  note  o,  33. 
And  amongtl  the  Timartots,  note  p,  34. 

Gran-velle,  Cardinal,  the  caufe  of  an  important  revo- 
lution, 169. 

Grapes  did  not  ripen   north  cf  the  Cevennes,    note  qt 

201,    202. 

Graphions  defcribed,  note g,  22. 

Greece  compared  with  the  Dutch  and  Helvetic  con- 
federacies, 174. 

Greeks,  the,  might  have  fucceeded  in  letters  and  arts, 
without  having  improved  their  fyftem  of  politics, 
147.  Continually  tormented  by  exterior  and 
civil  wars,  ibid.  Vanity  their  genera)  principle, 
ibid.  On  what  occau'on  they  could  not  drink 
out  of  the  cup  of  glory  without  being  intoxi- 
cated, 148.  Bring  their  language  all  at  once 
to  perfection,  ibid.  An  inconvenience  refulting 
from  it,  ibid. 

Gretrj,  Mr.  a  celebrated  French  mufician,  his  cha- 
racter, note  fa,  164. 

Gronovius,  by  whom  turned  into  ridicule,  note  u,  123. 
The  obligations  which  he  hath  conferred  on  the 
learned  world,  ibid. 

Guerin,  his  barbarities  and  fate,    note  n,   104. 

Guftavus  eftablifhes  civil  and  religious  liberty  in  Sweden, 
169. 

C  c  3  Hearth* 


INDEX. 

H. 

Hearth-money,  tax  of  it,  defcribed,  247,  &c, 
Helvetia*,  Mr.  his  eulogium  referred  to,  note  d,   367. 
Henault,  Prefident,    his  opinion  concerning  the  autho^- 
rity  of  the  kings,  and  the  origin  of  the  nobi- 
lity, note  k,  25.  Short  account  of  him,  notek,  28. 

Henry  the  fourth,  his  method  of  railing  the  fupplies 
for  carrying  on  the  Spanifh  war,  43.  Queition 
arifing  from  the  fuppofition  of  his  having  been 
beaten  by  Alexander  of  Parma,  134.  Encou- 
rages toleration,  171.  Amafles  great  treafures, 
341*  342. 

Herbert,  Mr.  writes  un  the  freedom  of  the  corn  trade, 
note  ht  279. 

Hernonymus  preceded  by  Dante,  and  Petrarch,   116. 

Herodotus,  his  calculations  contradictory  and  extra- 
vagant, 216. 

Hefle  prefcribes  limits  to  the  power  of  Charles  the 
fifth,  169. 

Hetman  defcribed,  note  o,  33. 

Hogarth,  Mr.  a  comparifon  drawn  from  the  fubjedl  of 

one  of  his  prints,   172. 

Holland,  why  enjoying  a  free  government,  176. 
Hollanders  get  pofleffion  of  that  gold  with  which  it  was 

intended  to  accomplifh  their  flavery,  133.    How 

they  lavifh  it  away,  ibid,     Afk  a  fovcreign  from 

France,   135. 

Hooke,  Mr.  exprefles  his  fentiments  concerning  the 
Patricians  with  fingular  freedom,  194. 

Horace  quoted,  note y,  86. 

•fforatius  Codes,  note  d,   191. 

Human  underftanding,  parallel  between  its  progrefs, 
and  the  method  of  inltrudion  purfued  in  fchools, 
52,  &c. 

JIume,  Mr.  his  account  of  the  Serfs  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxons,  note  f,  20.  Referred  to,  and  commend- 
ed as  an  hiftorian,  28.  His  remarks  on  the  fub- 
jeft  of  infeoffments,  note  a,  51.  Referred  to, 
note  h,  63.  Mentions  a  law  enaded  by  Athel- 

ftan, 


INDEX. 

flan,  for  the  encouragement  of  commerce  and! 
agriculture,  note  u,  86.  His  obfervation  on  the 
martyrdoms  during  the  reign  of  Mary  of  Eng- 
land, note  f,  i  jo.  Defcribes  the  climate  of 
Italy  as  andently  colder  than  at  prefent,  200. 
His  difcourfe  on  "  the  populoufnefs  of  ancient  na- 
lions"  commended,  205,  206.  Extracts  from  it, 

208,    209,    2IO,    211,  212,  213,  214,  2l6,  217, 

232,  note  m.  Commended,  334.  Diflented 
from,  335,  341.  His  opinion  of  the  confe- 
quence  of  giving  the  convent-lands  to  the  no- 
bility, 359. 

J  &I. 

Jews  enormoufly  taxed,  47.  The  barbarity  with  which 
they  were  treated,  86.  One  of  them  fentenced 
to  have  a  tooth  drawn  daily,  note  u,  86. 

Illyrium  under  regal  authority,   175. 

India,  Eaft,  Company,  what  would  have  been  their  fi- 
tuation  under  fome  particular circumftances,  1 37. 

Infanta  of  Spain,  queftion  arifing  from  the  fuppofition 
of  her  having  been  married  to  a  prince  of  Lor- 
raine, and  of  each  having  governed  France,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  Philip  the  fecond,  134. 

Joan  of  Burgundy  accufed  of  adultery,  but  received 
again  by  her  hulband  Philip,  note  /,  100. 

John,  duke  of  Burgundy  {tabbed,  note  n,   102. 

John,  king  of  England,  his  barbarity  to  a  Jew,  note  u% 
86. 

Ireland,  number  of  its  inhabitants,  257. 

Irilh,  the  Hot*  of  the  Englifh,  339.  Reftraint  on  the 
importation  of  their  provilions,  ibid.  Carry  on 
a  trade  with  America,  340. 

Italy,  part  of  its  coafts,  when  free,  175.  Alteration 
in  its  climate,  200.  Population  of  it  confider- 
ed,  227,  228. 

Juftice,  thedifpenfation  of  it  an  advantageous  trade,  47. 
Juvenal  qjuoted,  note  r,  203. 
K. 

K.nights  and  Burgeflcs  did  not  at  firft  compote  the  fame 
ho ufe,  note  6,  64. 

C  c  4  Labour, 


INDEX. 
L. 

Labour,  price  of  it  in  fome  parts  of  Scotland,  note  a,  261. 
Labourers  in  England,  their  wages,  note  b,  261,  262. 
Lacerda,    the    conftable,    affaflinated    by    Charles   the 

wicked,  note  n,    102. 
Lffti,  note  c,    17. 

Lafcaris  preceded  by  Dante  and  Petrarch,   1 16. 
Latimer,  bifhop  of  Worcefler,  his  prophetical  obferva- 

tion  at  the  flake,  note  o,   170. 

Leo  the  tenth,  an  enquiry  into  the  principles  which 
led  him  to  the  encouragement  of  arts  and  fci- 
ences,  119.  Becomes  the  indirect  caufe  of  the 
difafters  attending  literature,  126.  His  mag- 
nificent encouragement  of  the  fciences  drains 
his  treafury,  ibid.  rReplenifhes  it  by  the  trade 
of  indulgencies,  ibid.  Only  magnificent  and 
voluptuous,  130. 

Leprofy,  its  fatal  effecls,  83. 

Letters,  the  revival  of,  at  what  period,  113.  Service- 
able in  the  attack  againfl  defpotifm,  and  fuper- 
ftition,  167. 

Leud<e,  note  c,   17. 

Lewis,  Saint,  iffues  the  ordinance  called  the  rcyal  qua- 
rantine, note  c,  56.  His  moral  vertues,  66.  Is 
led  away  by  the  general  fuperftition,  81.  His 
character  finely  drawn  by  Mr.  Gaillard  referred 
to,  note  qt  ibid. 

Lewis  the  eleventh,  his  deteflable  character,   102. 

Lewis  the  twelfth,  the  diforder  of  which  he  died, 
note  p,  1 06. 

Lewis  the  thirteenth,  his  wars  refembled  the  agitation 
cf  the  waves  after  a  ftorm,  128.  Engaged  in 
repreffing  revolts,  129. 

Lewis  the  fourteenth  avails  himfelf  of  the  fatiety  which 
former  troubles  had  occafioned,  128.  His  pet - 
fonal  accomplifhrnents  admired  to  a  degree  of 
enthufiafm,  129.  Remark  of  the  lady  who 
danced  with  him,  ibid.  The  whole  nation 
formed  the  fame  opinion,  ibid.  Defcription  of 
his  court,  1 30.  On  what  occifion"  he  felt  un- 

eafmefs, 


INDEX. 

eafmefs,  ibid.  His  kingdom  the  firft  peaceable 
afylum  of  letters,  ibid.  Fond  of  luxury  and 
pleafure,  but  more  fond  of  war,  ibid.  The  fteps 
which  he  would  have  taken  under  feme  parti- 
cular circumftances,  135,  136.  The  French 
not  abfolutely  reconciled  to  his  wars,  315. 

Liberty  more  general  in  the  prefent  times  than  during 
any  former  period,  175.  Extinguished  in  the 
Eaft  at  the  death  of  Alexander,  ibid.  The  an- 
cient and  modern  liberty  compared,  177,  i5c. 

Limofin  too  feverely  taxed,  253. 

Livy  quoted,  note  d,    191,  note  e,    192. 

Lock,  Mr.  oppofed  to  Solon  and  Lycurgus,   179. 

Lcgomania,  the  natural  confequences  of  it,    149. 

Lorrain,  a  prince  of,  queftion  arifingfrom  the  fuppofi- 
tion  of  his  having  been  married  to  an  Infanta  of 
Spain,  and  of  each  having  governed  France,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  Philip  the  fecond,  134. 

Lou-vois,  Mr.  de,  fecretary  at  war,  by  what  means  he 
might  have  been  idolized  by  a  people  whom  he 
filled  with  terror,  note  d,  143. 

M. 

Mably,  Abbe,  his  writings  enquired  into,  10,  &e. 
Short  account  of  him,  note  p,  12.  His  opinion 
concerning  the  government  cf  the  Franks,  14, 
&c.  Referred  to  for  an  account  of  the  privi- 
leges granted  under  the  feodal  government  to 
the  commons,  note  z,  47. 

Macedonia  under  regal  authority,   175. 

Manfred,  his  death,  and  the  fucceeding  misfortunes  of 
his  family,  note f,  98. 

Manufcripts,  ancient,  uncertain  when  they  defcribe 
numbers,  216. 

March,  the  field  of,  ncte  g,  21. 

Margaret  of  Burgundy,  convifted  of  adultery,  and 
flrangled,  ncte  i,  loo. 

Marmontel,  Mr.de,  fhort  account  of,  note  I,  165.  An 
amiable  inltance  or"  his  charity,  ibid. 

Marigny,  Enguerrand  de,  falls  a  facrifice  to  thejealoufy 
of  Charles  de  Valsis,  note  k,  ico. 

Marot, 


INDEX. 

Marat,  Clement,  fhort  account  of,  note  o,  105. 

Mary  of  England,  the  number  of  executions  during 
her  Ihort  reign,  87. 

Maffacre  of  Cabrieres  and  Merindole,  note  »,   104. 
Mathematics,  improvement  in  that  fcience,  156,   157. 
Mauritania,  its  fertility,  note  p,  200. 
May,  the  field  of,  note  g,  21. 

Medici,  the  family  of,  the  reftorers  of  arts  and  fciences, 
1 1 8.  An  enquiry  into  the  principles  which  led 
them  to  this  encouragement,  1 18,  &c.  Threat- 
ened by  a  terrible  confpiracy,  1 19. 

Mendicants,  their  impudence,  fuperftition,  and  ex- 
tortions. 

Mejence,  Mr.  de,  enquires  into  the  population  of  France, 
note  p,  241. 

Metaftajio,  his  character,  note  m,  163.  Defcribed  by 
Doclor  Burney,  ibid, 

Mexico,  its  feodal  efiablimment  difcovered  by  Cortez, 
note  p,  34. 

Mezerai,  the  reafons  on  which  he  grounds  his  opinion 
after  Brvffclt  that  France  was  governed  during 
more  than  300  years,  as  one  Grand  Fief,  note  a^ 
50.  Some  account  of  this  author,  ibid. 

Micbaudiere,  Mr.  de  la,  enquires  into  the  population  of 
France,  note  p,  241. 

Microfcope,  its  properties,  159. 

Millers,  and  Mealmen,  their  exorbitant  gains,  note  I,. 
263. 

Mind,  in  what  fituation  compared  to  a  bird  in  a  room, 
note  g,  59 

Moliere,  the  method  by  which  his  philofopher  teaches  an 
old  fcholar  the  vowels,  288. 

Monarque,  Grar.d,  by  whom,  and   to  whom  this  name 
^     is  applied,  140. 

Monks 


INDEX. 

Monks,  their  number  in  France,  356.  More  unfov 
viceable  than  foldiers,  Hid. 

Montagnt,  his  work  the  moft  philofophical  of  any  in 
France,  127.  Of  no  effeft  in  his  time,  ibid. 
What  may  be  faid  of  him,  ibid.  Commended, 
note  j,  127. 

Mcntefquieu,  Prefident,  threw  new  light  on  the  fubjeft 
of  the  feodal  government,  but  was  refuted,  8* 
His  character  finely  drawn  by  the  earl  of  Chelter- 
£eld,  note  b,  12.  Anecdotes  relating  to  his  laft 
moments,  note  b,  14,  15.  Account  of  his  ma- 
nufcripts,  ibid.  Efpoufes  the  caule  of  the  Pa- 
tricians, note  fy  194.  His  opinion  concerning 
the  government  of  the  Franks,  26.  His  ex- 
cellent obfervation  concerning  the  tranquility  of 
an  opprefled  Hate,  note  g,  277. 

Monfforl.  Simon  de-,  his  mocking  expedition  againft  the 
Albigenfes,  note  p,  80. 

Morellet,  Abbe,  his  valuable  dictionary  of  commerce, 
note  k,  289. 

Mofes,  his  bold  hyperbole,  159. 

Muniler,  peace  of,  commended,  72. 

Munfter,  the  treaty  of,  its  confequences,  128, 

Mur -atari,  his  work,  376. 

Mufic,  its  powers  and  progrefs,  163. 

N. 

Nabobs  defcribed,  note  p,  34. 
National  advantages  may  be  too  dearly  bought,  173. 
National  debt,  remarks  concerning  the,  314,  &c.  &c. 

Nations,  conquered,  recover  from  a  ftate  of  defolation, 
if  not  tranfported,  235.. 

Nations,  modern,  their  origin  the  fame,  5.' 

Newton,  Sir  Ifaac,  his  difcovery,  161. 

Nivernois 


INDEX. 

ois  duke  de,  compofed  the  mufic  to  a  ballad  farce 
by  Henault,  note  k,   28. 

Nuina  divides  the  Roman  citizens  into  companies, 
nctez,  187. 

o. 

Qmras  defcribed,  note  p,  34. 
Oppede,  his  cruelties,  note  n,    104. 

Orleans,  Lewis  duke  oft  afTaffinated  at  Paris,  101* 
note  w,  102. 

P. 

Painting,  the  prefent  ilate  of,   163. 
Palatines  defcribed,  note  m,  32. 

Palaye,  Mr.  de  la  Curne  de  Sfe>  his  remarks  on  chivalry, 
ic3,  109,  no. 

Paris,  the  prefent  archbilhop  of,  in  what  refpe<5l  an  ad- 
mirer of  the  good  old  time,  n:te  n,  165. 

Parma,  Alexander  of,  queftion  arifing  from  the  fup- 
pofition  of  his  having  beaten  Henry  the  fourth 
of  France,  134. 

Pafquier,  his  opinion  of  the  new  ilates  general  of 
France,  note  m,  67.  Short  account  of  him, 
note  m,  68. 

Paterculus,  Felkius,  quoted,  note  zt  89. 

Patricians  too  favorably  reprefented  by  hiftorians,   194, 

Peace,  the  kings,  57.     The  public  peace,  ibid. 

Peace,  its  frequent  returns  what  compared  to,  141. 
Highly  advantageous  to  the  prcgrefs  ui  realon 
and  philofophy,  ibid. 

Peace  of  1762,   294. 

Pdhutler^  Mr.  writes  the  hilxory  of  the  Celta;  —  flxoit 
account  of  him,  note  I,  30. 

Pcloponnefus,  when  free,   175. 

Penr0 


INDEX, 

Penn,  William,  oppofed  to  Solon  and  Lycurgus,   179. 

Pennant,  Mr.  his  tour  in  Scotland  referred  to  for  the 
ftate  of  agriculture  in  a  part  of  that  kingdom, 
notey,  207.  Quoted,  note  a,  261. 

Penfylvania  compared  with  Sparta,   179. 

People,  the  really  inftrufted,-  an  enquiry  into  their  con- 
dition, 152,  &c. 

Pergolefe,  his  character,  note  m,   164. 

Pericles  made  his  age  the  age  of  fine  arts  in  Athens, 
note  s,  1 20. 

Period,  the,  gives  the  finifhing  flroke  to  certain  dif- 
orders,  149. 

Perrault,  ihort  account  of  him,  note  I,  65. 
Petrarch  precedes  Lafcaris  and  Hernonymus,   116. 
Phcnicians,  the,  peopled  Europe  and  Africa,  6. 

Philip  Auguftus,  of  France,  his  heroic  actions  juftified 
the  conduct  which  the  people  placed  in  him,  66. 

Philip  the  Fair,  of  France,  his  regulation  for  the  fup- 
preffion  of  civil  wars,  56.  An  inconfiderate, 
ambitious,  and  covetous  prince,  66.  The  rea- 
fons  why  his  reign  is  become  one  of  the  moft  in- 
terefling  periods  of  the  French  hiltory,  67. 

Philip  de  Valois,  an;,  impolitic  and  tyrannical  prince, 
note  b,  93. 

Philip  the  fecond,  of  Spain,  the  numerous  executions 
during  his  reign,  87.  In  whatrefpecl  like  Philip 
of  Macedon,  132. 

Philip  the  fifth,  of  Spain,  note  m,  294. 

Philofophical  difputes,  their  fatal  effefts  when  united 
with  bigotry,  and  an  intolerant  fpirit,  125. 

Philofophy  arifes  on  the  ruins  of  opinion,  168.  Its 
bunnefs  when  united  with  reafon  and  found  po- 
lity, 173. 

Phyfics, 


INDEX. 

Phyfics,  the  fcience  of,  defcribed,   160. 

Poetry  begins  to  improve  in  France  and  England,  127* 
Its  properties,  162.  Its  powers  and  progrefs,  ibid* 

Political  difputes  are  feldom  dangerous,  275. 

Polybius  quoted,  224. 

Poors  rate  in  England,  its  amazing  amount,  ncte  z,  259. 

Population,  a  proof  of  the  happinefs  of  the  people, 
1 80,  fcffc.  That  of  later  times  enquired  into, 
233,  fck. 

Portfmouth,  dutchefs  of,  governs  Charles  the  fecond  of 
England,  136. 

Power,  balance  of,  enquiry  into  it,  134. 
Pro/tin,  due  de,  his  difmiffion,  note  q,  309. 

Prayers  and  proceffions,  the  only  remedies  propofed 
during  the  good  eld  time,  in  order  to  alleviate  ca* 
lamities,  95. 

Premontre,  the  order  of,  one  of  the  leaft  burdenfomc 
amongft  the  Monks,  358. 

Prieils,  Roman  Catholic,  their  legiflation  unfavorable 
to  propagation,  234. 

Princes,  modern,  more  wifely  magnificent  than  the 
Roman  emperors,  162. 

Printing,  the  art  of,  particularly  ferviceable  at  the  re- 
vival of  literature,  150. 

Provinces,  United,  under  what  circumftances  they 
would  have  undergone  a  violent  perfecution,  136. 

Provifions,  their  cheapnefs  in  the  time  of  Polybius, 
note  c,  190. 

Pruflia,  king  of,  his  reply  to  a  deferter,  note  r,  38. 
The  difficulties  attending  his  campaigns,  284. 

Pyrenaean  treaty,  its  confluences,  128. 

Quebec, 


INDEX. 


Quebec,  covered  with  ice  during  a  great  part  of  the 
year,  204. 

R. 

Rabelais,  fhort  account  of,  note  q,  107.  A  fcarce  book 
containing  prints  from  the  defigns  of  this  author, 
is  fuppofed  to  have  furnifhed  the  famous  Callot 
with  models,  ibid. 

Racine,  the  tranflator  of  Milton,  note  c,   190. 
Rajas  defcribed,  note  /,  34. 
"Real  Grievances,"  quoted,  notes.,  259. 
Reformers  defcribed,  167. 

"Regifter,  the  Annual,"  referred  to  for  the  charafter 
of  Montefquieu,  bf  the  earl  of  Chefterfield, 
note  bt  14. 

Religious  orders,  a  decreafe  in  their  numbers,  244. 

Rhodoman,  by  whom  turned  into  ridicule,  note  u,  123'. 
The  obligations  which  he  hath  conferred  on  the 
learned  world,  ibid. 

Richelieu*  cardinal  de,  his  plan  for  eftabliming  the  fa- 
periority  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  128. 

Riches,  the  love  of,  after  having  afflicted,  comfort  and. 
relieve  human  nature,  141. 

Ripuarii,  note  c,   17. 

Robertfon,  Doctor,  referred  to,  and  commended  as  an 
hillorian,  28. 

Romans,  the,  exercifed  a  fovereign  authority  within. 
the  conquered  provinces,  175. 

Rome  the  refidence  of  an  intolerant  fpirit,  171.  Her 
different  fituations. 

Routh,  Father,  an  Irifli  Jefuit,  endeavours  to  rob  Mon- 
tefyuieu  of  his  papers,  note  I,  14,  15.  Publifhes 

a  pre- 


INDEX. 

a  pretended  letter  after  the  death  of  Mont  fquieu, 
'S- 

s. 

Saint-Maur,  Mr.de,  tranflates  Milton,  &c.notee,  190. 

Sointe  Palaye,  Mr.  de  la  Curne  de,  his  obfervatiocs  en 
chivalry  quoted,  108,  &c. 

Salic  lands  defcribed,  note  s,   38. 

Salmafius,  by  whom  turned  into  ridicule,  note  u,  123. 
The  obligations  which  he  hath  conferred  on  the 
learned  world,  ibid. 

Saferna  quoted,  note  q,  202. 

Saxons,  an  account  of  their  government,  29,  &c. 

Saxony  prefcribes  limits  to  the  power  of  Charles  the 
fifth,  169. 

ScalJgers,  by  whom  turned  into  ridicule,  note  u,  123. 
The  obligations  which  they  have  conferred  on 
the  learned  world,  ibid. 

Scholiafts  unjuflly  treated  with  contempt,  123.  The 
fervices  which  they  have  conferred  on  litera- 
ture, ibid. 

Science,  monopoly  in  it,  what,   151. 

Scotch  labourers  earn  lefs  than  Englifh  labourers,  260, 
note  a,  261. 

Scotland  improved  fince  the  laft  rebellion,  nctey,  207. 
Unprejudiced  account  of  it  by  Mr.  Pennant, 
ibid.  Vindicated  from  illiberal  afperfions,  notey, 
208.  Number  of  its  inhabitants,  257.  Tour 
in  it  quoted,  note  a,  261.  Its  difadvantages,  339. 

Sculpture,  the  prefent  ftate  of,  163. 

Silver  and  Gold,  the  real  monarchs  of  Europe,   133. 

Slaves,  ancient,  their  miferable  Ctuation,  210,  note  a, 
211.  A  calculation  of  their  numbers,  226. 


I    N    D    E    X. 

,  John,  his  fine  apology  for  the  troubles  which 
he  brought  on  his  country,  note  n,  238. 

Society,  how  far  advanced  towards  happinefs,  152,  &c. 
Salts,  Don  Antonio  de,  his  hiflory  referred  to,  note  /,  35. 
Spain,  the  refidence  of  defpotifm,  171. 

Spaniards,  the  ufes  to  which  they  applied  the  riches  of 
the  new  world,  132.  Become  weak  in  propor- 
tion as  they  become  rich,  133.  Under  what 
circumftances  they  would  have  grown  ftill  more 
defpotic  and  intolerant,  134,  135. 

Stationarii,  note  c,    17. 
SiaroJIj,  what,  notcy,  44. 

Stevens,  Robert  and  Henry,  by  whom  turned  into  ri- 
dicule, noteu,  123.  The  obligations  which  they 
have  conferred  on  the  learned  world,  ibid. 

Strabo  quoted,  204. 

Subfiftance,  the  ftandard  of  population,  254. 

Superftition,  its  tyrannical  exertions  over  the  under- 
flanding  at  the  revival  of  letters,  167. 

Swedes,  under  what  circumftances  it  muft  have  been 
doubtful  whether  they  would  have  carried  their 
arms  into  Germany,  134.  Their  character,  168. 

Switzerland,  why  enjoying  a  free  government,  176. 

Syllogifm,  the,  gives  the  finifhing  ftroke  to  certain  dif- ' 
orders,  149. 

T. 

Tacitus,  doubtful  whether  he  had  a  perfeft  knowledge 
of  the  government  peculiar  to  the  Germans, 
17.  18. 

Tamerlane  introduces  the  feodal  government  into  the 
Indies,  note  f,  34. 

VOL,  II.  D  d  Tax, 


INDEX. 

Tax,  cruel  method  of  colle&ing  it,  301. 
Tax  of  France,  of  England,  and  of  Holland,  302,  &V. 
Telefcope,  its  properties,  159. 
Termmalia,  when  introduced,   188. 

Terajfin,  Abbe,  Ris  ingenious  remark,  57.     Short  ac- 
count of  him,  note  ft  57. 

Theogony,  what,  note  e,   147. 
Thrace  under  regal  authority,   175. 
defcribed,  note  g,  22. 


Timariots,  their  feodal  government  defcribed  by  Mr.' 
de  Voltaire,  note  p,  34. 

Times,  the  prefent,  advantages  of,  141.  The  caufcs 
of  thefe  advantages  enquired  into,  144. 

"  Tour  in  Scotland,"  by  Mr.  Pennant,  quoted,  note  at 
261. 

Townfhend,  the  late  Mr.  Charles,  note  y,  258, 
Vreuga  Dei  defcribed,  note  b,  55. 
Troll,  his  barbarity^   169. 

¥rudaine  MeJJleun^  fhort  account  of,  note  r,  244.  The 
firft  who  gave  freedom  to  commerce,  note  p,  306. 

Truth,  what  compared  to,  note  g,  59. 

V. 
Varro  quoted,  note  m,   198. 

Vaulan,  Marjbal  de,  fhort  account  of,  note  o,  240.  His 
enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  France,  note 
r,  242. 

• 
Yauaois,  their  unhappy  fate,  note  n,   104. 

Vegetation,  the  firft  of  manners  and  cuftoms,  what  pe- 
riod may  be  called  fo,  53. 

t  Able  de,  feme  account  of,  note  e,  97.     His  opi- 
nion of  the  Crufaders,  98. 

Venetians, 


INDEX. 

Venetians,  the,  carry  on  the  war  without  borrowing, 
,       note  s,   3  17.    - 

Venice,  remarks  on  its  conftitution,  73. 
Vervaflum  explained,  note  ;;,    198. 

Wllaret,  Mr.  dt,  his  account  of  the  population  of 
France,  note  t,  247,  &c. 

Virgil  quoted,  note  I,   198. 

Vifigoths,  their  ridiculous  laws,  note  x,  41. 

Ukraine,  the,  a  ftriking  inftance  of  the  prefent  exift- 
ence  of  a  feodal  government,  note  o,  33. 

Voltaire,  Mr.  de,  his  obfervations  concerning  the  feodal 
government,  note  p,  34.  A  remark  on  his  per- 
formances, note  p,  35.  Compared  to  Rembrandt, 
and  Albano,  87-  His  judicious  obfervation  con- 
cerning Rome,  and  the  pope,  116.  His  re- 
mark on  Lewis  the  Fourteenth  cancelled  by  a 
tranflator,  note  x,  206.  Commended  and  quot- 
ed, 234,  235. 

W. 

Wallace,  Mr.  a  paflage  in  his  Differtation  on  the  numbers 
of  mankind  cenfured,  note  q,  20 1.  Quoted,  ibid, 
Some  account  of  the  work,  and  the  French 
tranflation  of  it,  note  x,  206.  Extradls  from  it, 
218,  219,  220,  221,  222,  223,  224.  note  bt 
228,  229.  Account  of  his  other  publications, 
note  i,  230,  231. 

Welfcb  defcribed,  note  o,  77. 

Weregylde  defcribed,  note  a,  33,  Still  prevails  in  Po- 
land, ibid. 

Weftphalia,  peace  of,   126. 

Weftphalia,  treaty  of,  confirms  the  privileges  of  parti- 
cular powers,  169. 

William  the  Third  could  not  abfolutely  reconcile  the 
Dutch  to  his  wars,  315. 

D  d  2  1f'it~ 


INDEX. 

Wittenagemot  defcribed,  note  g,  22, 

Woman,  a  fuperflitious,  breaks  the  ice  of  the  Tyber, 
203. 

Wood  more  plentiful  in  ancient,  than  in  modern  times, 
204. 

World,  hiftory  of,  what  the  two  great  epochs  in  it,  6. 

X. 

Xenophon,  his  memoralilia  referred  to,  note  f,  147. 
Efteems  it  eafy  to  be  a  good  farmer,  215.  His 
Proportion  to  the  Athenians,  noteu,  331. 

Z. 

Zaimats  defcribed,  note  p,  34.  Preferve  the  feodal 
fyftem,  ibid. 


CORRECTIONS 


CORRECTIONS  FOR  THE  SECOND  VOLUME 
OF  THE  ORIGINAL. 

Page   14.   1.  13.  inftead  of  "ou  trouve,"   read  "on 

trouve." 

Page  15.  1.  20.  inftead  of  "  Piaftes,"  read  "Palatins." 
Page  32.  1.  27.  inftead  of  "  50215,"  read  "60215." 
Page  57.  1.  27.  inftead  of  "  Hieronyme,"   read  "  Her- 

nonyme." 
Page  58.  1.  26.  inftead  of  "ce  devroit,"    read   "ce 

t   devoit." 
Page  93.  note  4.    1.  i.   inftead  of  "Hoggarth,"  read 

"  Hogarth." 
Page  122.  1.  19.  inftead  of  "  fix  mille,"  read  "foix- 

ante  mille." 
Page  122.  1.  19.  inftead  of  "  dix  mille,"  read  "cent 

mille." 
Page  126.  1.  10.  inftead  of"  foixante  fix,"  read  "  foix- 

ante." 
Page  130.  1.  25.  inftead  of  "  s'eft  par,"  read  "s'eft 

pas." 


CORRECTIONS 


CORRECTIONS  AND  ADDITIONS 

FOR  THE 
SECOND  VOLUME  OF  THE  TRANSLATION. 

Page  6.  1.  18.  iriflead  of  "iuundations,"  read  "inun- 
dations." 
Page  9.  1.  4.  inftead  of  "  Dolondus,"  read  "  iMr.  Dol- 

land." 
Page   10.    note  (b)  1.  25.   inflead  of  "work,"    read 

"  publication." 
Page  12.  note  (b)  1.  23.  inflead  of  "  le  Grece,"  read 

"  la  Grece." 
Page  28.  note  (k)  1.  17.   inflead  of  "France,"    read 

"  France. ." 
Page  28.  note  (k)  I.  20.   inflead  of  "  intimitation," 

read  "  imitation." 
Page  36.    note   (%}  I.  23.   inftead  of  "novel,"    read 

"  nouvel." 
Page  37.    note  (r)  1.  7.   inflead  of   "  and  without-re- 

ferve  adjufled  to,"  read  "adjufling  it  without  re- 
fer ve  to." 
Page  41.  note'fxj  1.  2.  infcead  of   "pyficians,"  read 

phyficians." 
Page  47.  1.  i.  inflead  of  "are  negledted,"  read  "were 

neglefted." 
Page  49.  note  (a)  1.  14.  inflead  of  "councillor,"  read 

"  councellor." 

Page  50.  note  (a)  1.  32.  inflead  of  "too,"  read  "two." 
Page  52.  1.  15.  inflead  of  "  were,"  read  are." 
Page  55.  note  (b)  1.  2.  inflead  of   "1041,  it,"  read 

"  1041.     It." 
Page  59.  note  (g)  I.  6.  inflead  of  "  beneficient,"  read 

"  beneficent." 
Page  89.  1.  2.  inflead  of  "  this  contempt  of  fentiments," 

read  "  this  miflake  in  our  opinions." 
Page  98.   note  (e)   1.   10.  inflead  of  "begun,"    read 

"  began." 
Page  103.  note  (m)  1.  8.  inflead  of  "  great  kingdoms," 

read  "powerful  kingdoms." 
Page  104.  note  (n)  1.  4.  inflead  of  "belonged,"  read 

"  belonged." 

Page  112.    1.  26.  inftead  of  "principal,"  read  "prin- 
ciple." 

Page  121.  I.  9.  inftead  cf  "  gordion,"  read  "  ?ordian." 

Page 


CORRECTIONS  FOR  THE   SECOND  VOLUME, 

Page  126.  1.  15.  inftead  of  "luftre,  he  contrived,"  read 
"  luftre.     He  contrived." 

Page  131.   1.  10.  after  "France,"    add  a  note  of  in- 
terrogation. 

Page  139.  1.  7.  inftead  of  "  nyfus,"  read  "  nifus." 

Page  139  1.  8.  after  "  reii fiance,"  add  a  comma. 

Page  143.    1.  i.  inftead   of  "  beneficient,"    read  "  be- 
neficent." 

Page   166.  the  K  at  the  bottom  of  the  page  fhould 
ftand  at  line  16. 

Page  190.  notefc}  1.  2.  inftead  of  "  was,"  read  "were." 

Page    192.   note  (e)    1.2.  inftead   of  "  diviuereater," 
read  "  dividerentur." 

Page  237.  1.  15.  inftead  of  "law,"  read  "  Mr.  Law." 

Page  250.  note   (t)  laft  line  of  the  page,    inftead  of 
"may  be,"  read  "  might  have  been." 

Page  255.  1.  7.  inftead  of  "  an  ceconomift,"  read  "ceco- 
nomical." 

Page  280.  1.  10.  inftead  of  "  prefent  of  Europe,"  read 
"  prefent  ftate  of  Europe." 

Page  295.  1.  23.  inftead  of  "  if  I  confult,"  read  "  if  I 
coni:der." 

Page  297.  1.  20.  inftead  of  "awkwark,"  read  "awk- 
ward." 

Page   302.  1.  23.  inftead  of  "double  the  advantage,'* 
read  '<the  double  advantage." 

Page  320.  1.  i.  inftead  of  "ther,"  read  "their." 

Page  326.  1.  6.  inftead  of  "  eight- feven,"  read  "eighty- 
feven." 

Page  352.  1.  10.  after  the  word  "penny,"  add  a  mark, 
of  interrogation. 
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A. 
Abraham  introduced  in  panegyrics  on  kings,  intrcduc* 

tion,    1 8. 
Adrian,  his  dreadful  perfection  of  the  Jews,  255. 

^milius,  Paulus,  his  free  addrefs  to  the  Romans,  Ap. 
6.  Introduces  a  tafte  for  the  arts  amongft  the 
Romans,  note  A,  168.  Upbraids  the  inactive 
citizens,  176. 

./Egyptian  monarchy,  its  advantages*  31, 

./Egyptians,  their  net  revenue  confiderable,  53.  Im- 
moderate fuperfluity  of  their  priefts,  54. 

Agriculture,  mould  be  the  firft  object  of  legiflations, 
126.  From  its  ftate,  a  judgment  may  be  form- 
ed of  the  condition  of  mankind,  271.  A  con- 
itituenr  part  of  Egypt,  Phaenicia,  and,  at  length, 
of  Greece,  272. 

Aguillon,  dutchefs  of,  orders  the  papers  of  cardinal  de 
Richelieu  to  be  revifed,  211. 

Alcibiades  defeats  the. Spartans,  note  t,  70. 

Alberoni,  his  political  teftament,  note  a,  211. 

Alexander  the  Great,  his  conquefts  a  fignal  of  depra- 
vation to  mankind,  214,  215,  216,  His  fur- 
viving  generals  compared  to  rats,  216. 

Atcidamas,  his  fine  fentiment  concerning  flavery, 
ncte  p.  108. 

•a  Ambrofms 


INDEX. 

Ambrofius  convinces  Theodofius  how  fuperior  a  bifhop 
was  to  an  emperor,  388.  notey,  390. 

Andrologia,  what,   143. 

Antiochus,  his  character,   175. 

Anthony,  his  cruelties,  235. 

Aquileius  not  daring  to  encounter  his  enemies,  poifons 
the  fprings  of  their  provinces,  228. 

Arbogaftes  caufes  Valentinian  to  be  ftrangled,  and 
falutes  Eugenius  emperor,  389. 

Arioflo,  35. 

Ariftides,  his  character  accurately  marked,  63. 

Ariftotle  on  republics  quoted,  note  c,  introduction. 
Falfely  commends  the  laws  of  the  Carthagini- 
ans, loi.  His  abfurd  fentiments  concerning 
flavery,  106. 

Arnobius  obferves  that  no  chriftian  altars  were  eredled 
in  the  third  century,  note  c,  306.  Denies  the 
creation  of  man,  &c.  329.  His  fine  defcription 
of  the  baleful  effects  of  controverfy,  noted,  344. 
His  feafonable  boldnefs,  modefty,  and  caution, 
346- 

Afdrubal  leads  on  his  fuccours,  164.  Is  defeated  by 
Livius,  ibid.  Remarks  on  this  event,  ibid. 

Athens-  fifes  on  the  ruins  of  barbarifm,  64.  Its  go- 
vernment corrupt,  86.  Abfurdly  mixed  with 
aristocracy,,  and  democracy,  87.  Its  wretched 
militia,  98. 

Athenians  defcribed,  66.  The  vices  in  their  cha- 
radler,  ibid. 

Athletae,  the  dangers  to  which  they  were  expcfed,  note  i, 
91.  Of  fervice  to  fculptors,  ibid. 

Attalus,  and  his  fon,  kings  of  fortune,   172. 

Auguftin,  Saint*  his  reflection  on  the  wars  which  were 
fuppofed  neceffary  to  the  aggrandizement  of  the 
Romans,  note  i,  199.  Quotes,  from  Varro,  a 
beautiful  definition  of  theology,  288.  An  ad- 
vocate for  Platonifm,  note  q,  325.  His  elegant 
treatife  proving  that  the  kingdom  of  God  is  not 
manifefted  in  this  world,  375. 

Auguftus, 


INDEX. 

Auguflus,  his  beneficence  did  not  erafe  the  remembrance 
of  his  cruelty,  238.  Perplexed  about  the  re- 
formation of  the  fenate,  243.  Sets  apart  fix 
hundred  flaves  to  affift  in  extinguishing  fires, 
note  q,  245.  Curtails  the  diftributions  of  corn, 
and  why,  note  a,  250.  A  pacific  prince,  251. 
His  fituation  not  to  be  judged  of  from  the  works 
of  contemporary  poets,  252.  His  artful  con- 
dudt,  253. 

Aufpices,  who  had  the  privilege  of  taking  them, 
note  u,  200. 

Author,  the  fatisfadion  he  mult  feel  at  being  near  a 
man  of  genius,  144. 

B. 

Barbarians,  remarks  on  their  inundation,  263.  Dif- 
ficulty of  afcertaining  from  whence  they  came, 
265.  £f?c.  Accounts  of  their  numbers  dark  and 
contradictory,  268.  &c.  Accuftomed  to  tran- 
fport  themfelves  from  one  country,  to  another 
country,  270.  Their  fingular  fituation,  274. 
Why  they  may  be  faid  to  have  conquered  the 
Roman  empire,  before  they  attacked  it,  274, 
275.  Sources  of  their  invafions,  ibid.  Dread- 
ful calamities  attending  them,  276.  Their 
gods,  299.  Their  contempt  for  the  Romans, 
and  their  religion,  299.  Their  invafions  give 
the  finifhing  ftroke  to  the  deftruftion  of  antient 
opinions,  300.  Turn  their  thoughts  towards  a 
neceffary  legiflation,  413. 

Barnabas,  Saint,  hi's  abfurd,  and  indecent  explanation 
of  fome  fcripture  pafiages,  note  I,  316. 

Bafnage  endeavours  to  weaken  the  credibility  of  the 
miracle  retarding  the  works  undertaken  to  ac- 
complifh  the  rebuilding  of  the  temple  of  Je- 
rufalem,  noted,  401. 

Beau,  Mr.  le,  palliates  the  barbarity  of  Conftantine, 

3$i- 

Beaufort,  Mr.  de,  his  remarks  on  the  uncertainty  of 
the  Roman  hi  fiery,  appendix,  7. 

Bebius  mafiacres  five  hundred  and  fifty  Etolians,  2281 
*a  2  Bellei 


INDEX. 

Belles  lettres  generally   ufed  as  an  Engliih   expreflion, 

note  z,  77. 

Bellifle,  Marflial  de,  his  political  tefiament,  note  a,  211. 
Bible,  Vulgate,  why  written  in  bad  Latin,  note  i,  311. 

Bingham,  in  what  inRance  he  fuppofes  the  word  Jew 
to  mean  Chriftian,  note  u,  304. 

Bos,  abbe  du,  his  remarks  on  the  taxes  which  the  Ro- 
man emperors  levied  from  their  fubjefts,  and 
particularly  the  Gauls,  r.ote  f,  249. 

Bofnia,  why  it  enjoyed  a  kind  of  liberty,  219. 

Bournonville,  duke  de,  356. 

Brennus,  137. 

C. 

Ca;far,  Julius,  his  devaftations,  233. 
Camaldulians,  the  fe verity  of  their  order,  note  p,  67. 
Carthage  deftroyed,  230. 

Carthaginians,  their  iituation,  100.  Their  infatiable 
avarice,  101.  Their  jealous,  and  cruel  fyftem 
of  politics,  ibid-  Their  fuperftitious,  and  atro- 
cious religion,  ibid.  Their  power  compared  to 
the  power  of  the  Englifh  in  America,  155. 

Caflius,  Caius,  votes  for  the  execution  of  four  hundred 
flaves,  becaufe  only  one  had  committed  murder, 
note  q,  245. 

Cayenne,  negroes  of,  allowed  one  day  in  fourteen  for 
their  private  labour,  60. 

Cicero  gives  the  preference  to  the  Greek  language,  94. 
Would  lie  altonilhed  were  he  to  obferve  the 
Latin  tongue  more  admired  than  the  Greek 
tongue,  ibid,  (pro  Murtena,)  Cenfures  dancing, 
appendix,  8 . 

Cinna,  his  cruelties,  234. 

Chatellur,  Chevalier  de,  (hort  account  of,  the  incon- 
veniencies  attending  the  publication  of  his 
work,  18.  His  correction  of  feme  conclufions 
drawn  from  a  paflage  in  Livy,  appendix,  19. 

Chalcedonian  council  curbs  the  inference  of  the  monks, 
410. 

Chance^ 


INDEX. 

Chance,  its  great  weight  in  all  human  affairs,  133. 
What  are  the  initances  of  it,  Hid. 

Chevrier  writes  the  political  teftament  of  Bellifle,  note  at 

211. 

Children  pafs  their  earlieft  years  in  a  ftate  of  banifh- 
ment  from  their  parents,  introduction,  note  6,  15. 

China,  antiquity,  wifdom,  and  liability  of  its  govern- 
ment, note  d,  introduction,  23. 

Chriftians  more  acceptable  to  the  Barbarians  than  the 
Romans  were,  300.  In  the  time  of  the  Romans 
confounded  with  the  Jews,  303,  304.  They- 
different  names,  304,  305.  Their  opinions 
fcarcely  mentioned  till  the  time  of  Conftantine, 
306.  Their  union  with  Judaifm,  309*  Re- 
proached by  the  heathens  for  their  charity  and 
humility,  note  :,  310.  When,  entirely  fepa- 
rated  from  the  Jews,  313.  Simplicity  of  their 
dcclrine,  and  mildnefs  of  their  moral  fyftem, 
3:0.  Form  of  their  affemblies,  note  n,  319, 
Their  ceremonies,  ibid.  The  abufes  which  at 
length  crept  into  them,  note  n,  322.  Led  away 
by  a  fpirit  of  difcufiion,  322.  Some  of  them 
violent  Platonifts,  note  q,  324.  Platonic  Chrifti- 
ans, and  Chriltian  Platonilts,  326,  Proofs  of 
their  not  having  had,  at  one  period,  any  vifible 
chief,  whofe  authority  was  acknowledged,  note  x, 
330,  &c.  Their  learned  productions,  fortunate- 
ly for  poflerity  preferved,  332.  Refift  thefeizure 
of  their  books  with  unfhaken  refolution,  333. 
Anathematize  the  Traditores,  333.  Their  re- 
putation dyerives  a  luftre  from  perfecution,  334. 
Their  fhameful  difputes,  cabals,  and  fchifms, 
341.  377.  Their  perfecutions,  from  the  Nicene 
council,  to  the  edift  of  Nantes,  386.  Imagined 
that  they  faw  crofTes  every  where,  note  g,  405. 

Chriftianity,  its  firft  apppearr.nce,  278.  Enquiry  into 
its  influence  over  the  happinefs  of  mankind, 
280,  cfff.  The  period  at  which  it  began  to  ex- 
tend itfelf,  299.  The  fpirit  of  alms-giving 
greatly  facilitates  its  progrefs,  nste  i,  3»p.  Phi- 
lofophers  become  attached  to  it,  319.  Where- 
fore, ibid.  How  affefted  by  the  deftrudlion  of 
*a  3 
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Jerufalem,  notem,  319.  Is  amazingly  extend- 
ed, 334,  &c.  Situation  of  affairs  at  the  be- 
ginning of  its  fourth  century,  336,  &e.  Ac- 
quires, in  fpite  of  obftacles,  frefh  vigour,  344. 
Becoming  the  ruling  religion  is,  in  its  turn,  in- 
tolerant, 346.  The  two  divifions  of  its  de- 
fenders defcribed,  374. 

Chryfargyrum,    barbarous  methods  of  collecting  this 

tax,  360. 

Circoncelliones  defcribed,  appendix,   13. 
Claudius,    no  great   appearance  of  war,    during  hi» 

reign,  254. 
Clement,  Saint,  contents  of  his  letter  written  before 

the  conqueft  of  Jerufalem,  308. 

Cloaca  magna,  reafons  why  it  was  undertaken,  and  ex- 
ecuted, 59. 

Codes  Horatius,  137.  His  ftory  involved  in  doubts, 
and  contradictions,  appendix,  7. 

Colbert,  his  political  teilament,  note  a,  211. 

Coiman,  Mr.  note  c,   265. 

Colonies,  the  origin  of  them,  57. 

Connoiffeur,  referred  to,  note  d,   168. 

Confiantine,  his  youth  and  accomplifhments,  338.  His 
firft  exploits,  339.  Centered,  notwithfland- 
ing  his  vices,  as  an  oracle,  in  all  matters  re- 
lating to  dodlrine,  344.  Rewards  this  adulati- 
on, 345.  Iffaes  an  edicl:  againit  the  heretics, 

347.  IncefTantly  changes  his  religious  tenets, 
ibid.  Forgets  to  be  baptized,  ibid.     The  account 
of  his  baptifm,  appendix ,   14.     Why  he  may  be 
laid  to  have  infulted  over  his  own  deiliny,  348. 
The  cbjecls  to  which  he  confecrated  his  reign, 

348.  His  cruelty  to  the  Germans,  349.     Oc- 
cafions  the  death  of  an  innocent  eunuch,  351. 
Orders  -his  fathd-in-law   to  be  executed,  ibid. 
His  barbarity  to  Ccefar  Valens,  Ca?far  Martini- 
anus,    and  Licinius,  352.     Puts  his    wife  and 
fon  to  death,  353.     Suffers   Zopater  to  be  ex- 
ecuted, 354.     His  law   relative  to  the  enfran- 
chifement  of  flaves,  357.     Revokes  the  lex  Pap- 

,  359.     Encourages   celibacy,  360. 

More 
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More  difgufting  to  the  Romans  than 'Nerd  w 
362.  His  error  in  removing  the  metropolis  of 
the  empire,  ibid.  His  tyrannical  law  againfi 
thofe  who  Jiad  no  houfcs  at  Conftantinople,  363. 
Orders  the  horofcope  of  Conflantinople  to  be 
caft,  ibid.  Confuksthe  nftrologers,  364.  Dif- 
puted  whether  he  was  an  hypocrite,  or  an  cn- 
thnfiaft,  ibid.  His  inconfilteut  behaviour  in  the 
cafe  of  Alexander,  and  Arius,  note  m,  369.  His 
abfurd  application  of  fome  lines  from  Virgil  to 
the  nativity,  &c.  of  Jefus  .Glmfr,  -370,  371. 
Infulted  during  his  triumphal  entry  into  Rome, 
417. 

Conftantius,  opens  his  reign  with  the  murder  of  his 
uncle  and  couiin,  378,  At  once  a  bloody  per- 
fecutor  and  an  ignorant  conciliator,  ibid.  His 
cruelty  and  jealoufy,  ibid.  &c. 

Confubftantiality,  fatal  difputes  concerning  the  idea  of 
the  word,  note  s,  382. 

Contemplation,  one  instrument  of  human  reafdn,   140. 
Corcyrians,    their  barbarity  to  prifoners  not  born  in 

Greece,  ?iotey,  77. 
Coriolanus,  the  mother  of,   137. 
Corinth  deftroyed,  2-30. 

Corrections  of  the  paffcges  in  "  Felicite  publique," 
appendix,  \  6. 

Crcefus,  his  mingled  lot  of  good  and  ill  fortune,  34. 

Crevier,  Mr.  wonders  from  whence  nineteen  thoufand 
criminals  can  be  collected,  note  z,  257.  An- 
fwered,  ibid.  His  obfervation  on  chriftian 
churches,  306.  Palliates  the  barbarity  of  Cpn- 
ftantine,  350. 

Criminals,  nineteen  thoufand  doomed  to  death  at  one 

time,  note  K,   257. 
Crofs,  luminous,    account  of,  405. 
Curiales,  who,  note  I,   359. 
Curiofi,  wlio,  note  /,  378. 
Cyneas,  (a  new)  his  addrefies   to  the  Romans,    220, 

221,  222,  223,  224,  225. 

Cynic  facetioufly  told  to  change  his  maxim,  42. 

*a  4  Cypriana 
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Cyprian,  Saint,  his  abfurd  obfervations  on  the  con* 
fecration  of  the  wine,  note  /,  315. 

Cyrus  at  war  againft  Crcefus,  34.  Subdues  Afia,  and 
founds  the  Perfian  empire,  35, 

D. 

Dalmatia,  why  it  enjoyed  a  kind  of  liberty,  219. 

Darius,  his  chara&er  accurately  marked,  63. 

Pemofthenes,  his  true  piftures  of  the  manners  of  his 
country',  87. 

Penmark,  revolution  of,  297. 

Dioclefian  defpifes  a  crown  when  moft  worthy  of 'it,  337. 

Diodorus  Siculus  his  account  of  the  long  peace  enjoyed 
by  the  Egyptian  monarchy,  one  of  the  moft 
incontrovertible  teftimonies  of  his  writings,  29* 
His  obfervations  OH  the  formal  refiri&ions  to 
which  the  kings  of  Egypt  were  fubjeft  in  the 
employment  of  their  time,  note  e,  30.  His  ac- 
count of  the  inhabitants  of  Egypt  contradicto- 
ry, note  i,  54.  (See  alfo  appendix,  i.)  Not  al- 
ways fcrupulous  in  his  choice  of  materials,  102. 

Pion,  his  abfurd  account  of  the  phantoms,  intimi- 
dating the  workmen  who  were  dividing  the 
lithmus  of  Corinth,  406. 

Pionyfius  Halicarnaflius,  his  account  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Rome  under  Tarquin,  note  tn,  59.  His 
teftimonies  rejected,  or  embraced,  as  they  prove 
convenient,  by  the  modern  critics,  116,  117. 
Commends  the  wifdom  of  the  Romans  who  fixed 
no  particular  time  for  the  emancipation  of 
children  from  paternal  authority,  note  m,  189. 

Pivinities  of  all  forts  adored,  290. 

Puni,  Mr.  feems  to  have  thought  it  impcfiible  to  re- 
prefent  the  Romans  in  too  difgraceful  a  light, 
note  q,  113. 

PuTens,  Mr.  note  s,  248.  Some  account  of.  An  adr 
vocate  for  tkeantients,  appendix,  21. 

E. 
Earth,  the  cultivation  of  ivprevents  contagions,  no$e  i, 

'^5'  *,.     - 

Ebipnites, 
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Ebionites,  who,  309. 

Ecclefiaftical  writers,    ancient,    the  obligations  which 
they  have  conferred  on  the  Chrifliau  world,  332. 
Ecleftics  defcribed,  appendix,  g. 

Edift,  an  humorous  one,  note  o,  244.  A  ridiculoui 
one,  note  /,  385. 

Education,  ridiculous  queftion  concerning  the  pro- 
priety of  leaving  it  in  the  hands  of  jefuits,  or 
Francifcans,  note  a,  211, 

Eleufinian  myfteries,  their  firfi:  truth,  284. 

Emperors,  Roman,  their  miferable  fate,  note  a,  261, 

Empires,  obfervation  on  their  rife  and  fall,  note  c,  265. 

Emigrations,  frequent,  examples  of  the  calamities  ia 
which  they  involved  mankind,  note  e,  277, 

Epidaurus,  the  God  of,  295. 

Equites  ante  Jigna  e*vtfti,  who,  note   z,    146. 

Erfe  langur.ge,  a  quefticn  concerning  the  poems  in  it, 
note  b,  90. 

Efquimaux,  inproduftiont  9. 

Etolians  hated  and  dilcredited,  172.  Five  hundred 
and  fifty  maflacred  by  command  of  Bebius,  228. 

Eugenius,  an  obfcure  wretch  faluted  with  the  title  qf 
emperor,  ncte  x,  389. 

Eumenes,  and  his  father,  kings  of  fortune,  172. 

Eufebius  mentions  the  abfence  of  the  bifhop  of  Rome 
from  the  Nicene  council,  note  x,  331.  His  in- 
genuous account  of  the  diffenfions  amongft  the 
Chriftians,  note  a\  343.  Takes  no  notice  of  the 
murder  of  Crifpus,  the  fon  of  Conltantine, 
-no" g*  353- 

Experiment,  one  inftrument  of  human  reafon,   140. 
F. 

Fabius  ufually  confidered  as  one  of  the  greatefl  ge- 
nerals of  antiquity,  160. 

Fakirs,  defcribed,  acte  q,  68. 

Fenelon,  36. 

Feuquieres,  Mr.  de,  account  of.  His  memoirs,  note  a, 
391. 

Financiers, 
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Financiers,  remarks  on,  note  n,  243.    . 

Fleury,  ftiort  account  of,  appendix,  10.  His  ecclenV 
aitical  hiflory,  ibid. 

Flora,  account  given  of  her  by  Lactantius,  294. 

Folard,  Chevalier,  refutes  the  account  of  the  taking  of 
Veii,  by  Camillus,  note  a,  151.  His  jult  com- 
pliment to  Turenne,  note  h,  356. 

Fontenelle,  hii  fine  abridgement  cf  Vandales  difiertati- 
on,  appendix,  16. 

France,  not  more  than  a  hundredth  part  of  her  in- 
habitants iharers  in  the  dangers  of  war,  99. 

Franks,  fruitlefs  attempt  to  fix  them  in  a  colony,  note  e, 
277.  Commit  their  ufual  acts  of  plunder,  ibid. 
Are  deftroyed  by  force  of  arms,  ibid. 

Fraud,  pious,  why  the  vvorftof  all  falfities,  341. 
Freinfhemius,  his  explanation  of  nationes,  246. 
Furius  Camillas   takes  Veii,  150.     This  account  re- 
futed, note  a,   151. 

G. 

Galba,    orders   a  general  maflacre  after  a  pretended 

peace,  228. 

Gauls,  almoft  conftantly  triumph  over  the  Romans,  1 50. 
Gedinians,  fruitlefs  attempt  to   fix  them   in  a  colony, 

note  e,  277.    Commit  their  ufual  acls  of  plunder, 

ibid,  are  deftroyed  by  force  of  arms,  ibid. 
Gelais,  his   favorable  account  of  the  reign  of  Lewi* 

the  twelfth  of  France,  note  o,  412. 
Genefis  quoted,  note  I,  312. 

Ghofts,  ftories  of,  invented  by  the  lazy,  note  b,  407. 
Glabrio,  Acilius,  becomes  a  Jew,  note  »,  304.     Ac- 

cufed  of  atheifm,  ibid. 

Glory,  under  what  circumftances  the  word  might  have 
remained  unknown,  126. 

Gloucefter,  bifhop  cf,  his  divine  legation  referred  to, 
note  /,  3r3«  Attacks  Bafnage  for  having  en- 
deavoured to  weaken  the  credibility  of  the  mi- 
racle retarding  the  works  undertaken  to  accom- 
pli fh  the  rebuilding  of  the  temple  of  jerufalem, 
note  d)  401. 

Gnoflics 
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Gnoftics  described,  appendix,  9. 

Government,  great  advantages  of  one  lodged  in  a  re- 
prefentative  body,  97,  98. 

Greece,  an  objeft  of  general  admiration,  64.  The 
peculiar  excellence  of  its  language,  94.  Ab- 
iurdly  neglected  for  the  Latin  tongue,  94.  Its 
revolutions,  and  calamities,  96.  A  theatre  of 
bloody  revolution;-,  100.  Peopled  by  Afiatic 
or  Egyptian  colonies,  i-8.  The  receptacle  of 
the  Gods,  290. 

Greeks  maflacred  by  the  Spartans,  75.  Strangers  in 
general  to  humanity,  76.  Severity  of  their  de- 
crees and  articles  of  war,  ibid.  Their  philo- 
foprfy  and  politics  enquired  into,  79.  Engage 
in  wars  on  a  religious  account,  note  c,  80. 
Their  extravagant  fuperftition,  80.  Their  im- 
perfect knowledge  of  politics,  81.  Inftances  of 
it,  82.  Enquiry  into  the  llate  of  their  elo- 
quence, painting,  and  architecture,  89.  Their 
fculpture,  91.  Their  barbarity  at  Argos,  note  k, 
96.  Are  enfnared  by  the  Romans,  173,  174. 
Their  frequent  and  bloody  diflenfions,  227. 
Blumed  at  the  meannefs  of  their  own  origin,  287. 

Gylippus,  his  villainous  theft. — By  what  means  dif- 
covered,  note  x,  73. 

H. 

Hannibal  defeats  the  Romans,  1 59.  Extravagance  of 
his  plan,  160.  His  long,  laborious,  loathfome 
expedition,  16 1.  The  caufes  of  his  fuccefs, 
ibid.  Not  to  be  juftified,  ibid.  His  credit  at 
Carthage  limited  to  a  faction,  162.  His  fu- 
periority  of  genius,  163.  Unjuftly  blamed  for 
placing  the  mercenaries  in  the  front  rank,  167. 

Helen,  the  mifchiefs  me  occafioned — her  proiiitution — 
difgraceful  exit,  note  c,  221. 

Herodotus,  his  account  of  the  long  peace  enjoyed  by 
the  Egyptian  monarchy,  one  of  the  moil  incon- 
trovertible teftimonies  of  his  writings,  29.  An 
admirer  of  the  ancient  Perfians,  note  g,  37. 

Hiero,  what  might  have  happened,  had  his  life  been 
prolonged,  i<8. 

Hiftory, 
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Hiftory,  when  unfit  to  be  perufed  by  princes,  and  young 
perfons,  75. 

Holland,  excellent  advantages  of  its  government,  88. 

Homer,  a  maker  of  the  firft  rank,  287.  Two  of  his 
verfes  decide  a  contdt,  288. 

Humanity,  rewards  given  during  the  laft  war  to  encou- 
rage the  foldiers  in  the  practice  of  it,  note  e,  279. 

Hume,  Mr.  thinks  the  account  given  byDiodorus  Sicu- 
lus,  of  Egypt,  contradictory,  note  i,  54.  His 
obfervations  on  Polytheifm,  285. 

Hypocrify  can  fcarcely  be  carried  on  to  a  violent  de- 
gree, 367. 

J.  &I. 

Jacob  introduced  in  panegyrics  on  kings,  introdu£liont  1 8. 
James  the  firfl  of  England,  his  observation,  296. 
Jammaboes  defcribed,  note  r,  68. 

Jews,  dreadful  perfecution  of  them  under  Trajan,  and 
Adrian,  255.  Their  fhocking  barbarity,  notey* 
255.  In  the  times  of  the  Romans  confounded 
with  the  chriflians,  303.  Their  numbers  and 
eftablifhments,  317.  Some  of  them  ignorant  of 
the  name  of  Chrift,  318.  Abufed  not  only  by 
heathens,  bat  by  chriilians,  ibid. 

Iliad,  remarks  on  the  fentiments  in  it,  note  h,  90. 

Jlotes  deilroyed  at  hunting  matches-  by  the  Spartans,  74* 

Jofephus  doubts  fome  particular  miracles,  302. 

Ifaac  introduced  in  panegyrics  on  kings,  hitroduftion,  18. 

Ifthmian  games,   290. 

Julian,  his  name  alone  fufficient  to  revive  endlefs  dif- 
putcs,  393.  His  barbarity,  396.  The  fervile 
imitation  in  his  character,  ibid.  Extravagantly 
applauded  by  Montefquieu,  note  b,  394..  His 
life,  written  by  Abbe  Bletterie,  ibid.  Too  ex- 
travagantly cenfured  by  fome  ecclefiaftical  hiito- 
rians,  397.  En'.er*  a  cave,  in  order  to  confult 
the  demons,  note  e,  404.  Difperfes  them  by 
making  the  ilgn  of  the  crofs,  ibid.  Suppofed 
by  Sczomenes  to  have  ordered  the  bodies  of  wo- 
men to  be  ripped  up,  that  fce  might  confult  their 

en- 
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entrails,  ibid.  Concludes  his  barber  to  be  a 
great  lord,  note  q,  379. 

Jupiter,  derivation  of  the  word,  294, 

J-nJion,  kit  res  tie,  what,   note  6,  411. 

Juitin,  Saint,  his  abfurd  interpretation  of  a  paflage  in 
Genelis,  note  I,  312.  Kis  ftrange  account  of 
figures  in  fables  invented  hy  the  demons,  ilid. 
Suppofes  the  crofs  to  be  every  where  reprefenr- 
ed,  ibid.  His  itrange  reafon  why  the  Pafchal 
Lamb  mould  be  roailed,  ibid,  A  great  Plato- 
nift,  note  y,  324.  Believes  the  metemplycofis,  328. 

K. 
Knowledge  diffufive  in  the  prefent  age,   144. 

Kruptia,  what,  75. 

L. 

Labarum,  hiilory  of  it  obfcure,  339,  and  uncertain, 
340.  Not  pofitively  aflented  to  by  Eufebius, 
ibid.  Different  accounts  of  it  ftated  by  Mr.  le 
Beau,  ibid.  Unnoticed  by  Origen,  ibid.  Not 
excepted  againft  by  the  authors  of  the  Univerfal 
Hiitory,  note  z,  ibid.  A  pious  fraud,  341. 

i,a£lantius,  his  abfurd  and  indecent  account  of  circum- 
cifion,  note  /,  311;.  Quotes  paflages  from  Mer- 
curius  Trifmegiilus,  and  the  books  cf  the  Si- 
byls, 327.  His  account  of  the  Floralia  quoted, 
Appendix  8,  refuted,  ibid.  9. 

Lamy,  Mr.  his  opinion  concerning  John  the  Baptifr, 
the  two  Marys,  and  the  Pafchal  Lamb---the  par- 
ticular circuinilances  which  occafioned  his  death, 
Appendix  I  I . 

Laplanders,  introduction  9. 

Lepidus,  his  cruelties,  235. 

Le>vis  the  twelfth  of  France,  his  excellent  edi<5l,  note  o, 
412.  His  vertues,  ibid.  Not  without  fome  dif- 
agreeable  fhades,  ibid.  His  character  drawn  by 
Saint  Gelais,  ibid. 

Licinius,  his  extortion  from  the  Gauls,  247.  Artfully 
offers  the  money  to  Auguftus,  ibid. 

Livy,  his  account  of  the  inhabitants  of  Rome,  under 
Tarquin,  note  »i,  60.  His  teflimonies  rejecled, 
or  embraced,  as  they  prove  convenient,  by  the 

mo-- 
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modern  critics,   n6.    Quoted,  note  z,   146.  His 

remark  on  the  introduction  of  ftatues  into  Rome, 

from  Syracufe,  note  d,   168. 
Locke,  Mr.  why  the  vvifeft  of  all  the  legiflators,  notef, 

84. 

Logomacbia,  78. 
Aoyoj,    287.    323. 

Lucian,  his  humourous  account  of  the  Sophifts,  note  a, 

78. 

Lucullus  puts  twenty  thoufand  citizens  to  the  fword,  228. 
Lupines  mixed  with  water,    the   food   of  Protogenes, 

note  k,  56. 
Luxury  of  ignorance,  why  the  moft  detrimental,  54. 

Lycurgus,  a  great  genius,  but  unreafonable  in  his  pro- 
jects, 83.  Why  the  moftrafh  of  all  the  legifla- 
tors, note  f,  84.  Sacrificed  his  life  in  the  at- 
tempt to  render  his  decrees  immortal,  ibid. 
Made  metrical  laws,  287. 

Lyfander  receives  bribes  from  the  Persians,  73. 
M. 

Machiavel,  for  what  omiffions  inexCufable,  and  why, 
note  b,  152.  Thinks  it  neceflary  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  a  ftate  to  call  it  frequently  back  to 
the  firft  principles  of  the  conftitution,  note  /, 
184.  Diflented  from,  ibid.  Quoted,  notei,  199. 

Mallet,  Mr.  writes  the  hiftory  of  Denmark — excellent 

tranflation  of  it  into  Englifh,  appendix,  22. 
Mallebranche,   138. 

Mankind,   what  they  are  upon  the  earth,  126.     Whai 

in  cities,  ibid. 

Manlius  Capitolinus  did  but  jufl  awake  in  time,  137. 
Magicians  of  Pharaoh,  their  miracles,  note  s,  302. 
Marcellus  brings  to  Rome  treafures,  &c.  from  Sicily, 

169. 

Marcellinus,  Ammianus,  only  ancient  hiftorian  who 
records  the  conduct  of  Menophilus,  note g,  231. 
Quoted,  note  n,  377.  His  confequcnce  in  the 
ftate — the  perfpicuity  of  his  hiftory — compared 
to  Monfieur  de  Feuquieres,  nete  a,  392.  Quoted 
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by  all  the  hiltorians  when  againft  Paganifm, 
but  conftantl.y  negle&ed  when  hazarding  any 
expreffion  in  vindication  of  the  Pagans,  393. 
Falfeiy  aflerted  to  have  borne  teftimony  to  the 
miracle  which  prevented  the  building  of  the 
temple  of  Jerufalem,  399.  His  account  of  that 
undertaking,  note  d,  400.  His  account  of  the 
manners  of  the  Romans  in  his  time,  4191  &c* 

Marius,  his  cruelties,  234. 

Mary  of  England,  237. 

Maxentius,  his  detectable  character,  339. 

Maximus  treacheroufly  deceived   by    Thecdofius— his 

unhappy  fate,  note  u,   389. 
Mcenius  Caias   Procter  takes  a   lift  of  the  poifoners  in 

D          ' 

Kome,   note  z,   207. 
Melito  de  Pafcha,   3.05. 

Men,  number  of  thofe  who  perifhed  in  the  wars  carried 
on  during  forty- four,  years  by  the  Romans, 
note  <-,  219.  How  many  are  fuppofed  to  be 
either  killed  or  wounded,  in  a  modern  pitched 
battle,  note  c,  221. 

Menophilus,  the  eunuch,  ftabs  the  daughter  of  Mi- 
thridates,  and  then  himfelf,  note  q,  231.  Un- 
noticed by  any  ancient  writer,  except  Mar- 
cellinus,  ibid. 

Mercenaries,  terrible  war  of  the,  159. 

Mefiala,  Volufius,  orders  three  hundred  men  to  be  ex- 
ecuted in  one  day,  note  z,  257. 

Meffinians  carry  on  the  war  againft  the  Lacedemonians 
with  equal  advantage,  70. 

Metelius  vindicated  from  the  reproaches  thrown  on  him 
for  having  difplayed  at  his  triumph  the  Itatues 
and  treasures  brought  from  Syracufe,  »<;/<? j,  205. 

Metempfyccfis  affented  to  by  fome  of  the  fathers,  328. 
Milton,  a  quotation  from  his  Paradife  loft,  Mte  »,  62. 
Millenarians,  328. 

Miracle  retarding  the  works  undertaken  to  accomplim 
the  rebuilding  of  the  temple  of  Jerufalem,  re- 
jnarks  on,  399,  400,  40 1,  402,  403. 

Monarchy 
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chy  mufl  be  antient  to  be  refpe&able,  253. 

Montecuculli,  his  remarkable  reafon  for  quitting  the 
profeflion  of  a  foldier,  note  b,  356. 

Montefquieu,  for  what  omifiions  inexcufable,  and  why, 
note  b,  152.  Reafcns  like  a  civilian,  157.  His 
little  attention  to  the  fimilarity  between  the 
Roman  and  French  nobility,  note  n,  242.  His 
extravagant  commendation  of  Julian,  ncte  b,  394. 
A  quotation  from  his  Efprit  des  loix,  394. 

Montgeron,  Mr.  believes  in  the  miracles  wrought  at 
the  tomb  of  Abbe  Paris compofes  three  vo- 
lumes on  the  fubjeft perfecuted dies  an 

enthufiaft Appendix  22. 

Morris,  Corbyn,  makes  a  collection  of  Bills  of  Mor- 
tality, note  s,  195.  Thinks  epidemical  diftem- 
pers  lefs  frequent  in  England,  on  account  of 
the  introduction  of  gardening,  196. 

Mofheim,  his  eccle/iaftical  hiftory  quoted,  note  m,  319. 
Mothers,  the   Carthaginian,    deftroy    their   infants  at 

their  religious  Sacrifices,   101 . 
Mummius,    a  ridiculous   infiance    of    his   ignorance, 

nate  d,    j  68. 
Muraena  reproached  by  Cato,  in  the  bittereft  terms,  for 

having  dunced,  note  a,  208. 

Mf0oj,  287. 

Myfopogon,  remarks  on  the,  396. 

N. 

Nations,  account  of  their  eftablimments  univerfally 
defective,  note  r,  118. 

Nature,  ftate-  of,  fenfe  given  to  this  exprefiion  a  mif- 
taken  one,  introduction,  16. 

Nero,  why  fome  authors  think  the  Romans  were  in- 
demnified for  his  barbarities,  239.  Little  ap- 
pearance of  war  during  his  reign,  254.  His 
death  brings  trouble  and  confufion  back  into  the 
heart  of  Italy,  254. 

Ninas,  his  cruelty  and  injuftice,  32. 

Nomades,  who,  note  a,  introdufiion,   n. 

Numa,  the  mildeft  of  all  impoftors,  293. 

Numan* 
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Numantians  prefer  death  to  flavery  ;  their  melancholy 
fate,  note  e,  229. 

O. 

Oftavius,  his  cruelties,  235. 
Olympic  games,  290. 
Olmutz,  fiege  of,   162. 
Oracle  of  Delphos,  287. 

Origen  fuppofes  that  miracles  may  have  been  wrought 
by  magic,  note  s,  301.  His  rule  for  diftinguifh- 
ing  the  miracles  proceeding  from  Heaven,  ibid. 
Refutes  an  objection  made  by  the  heathens 
again  ft  the  Chriftians,  note  ;',  310.  Obferves 
that  all  the  Chriftian  doftrine  is  not  comprifed 
in  the  Gofpel,  312.  His  ridiculous  account  of 
invocations,  note  I,  315.  Inftances  of  his  ab- 
furd  perverfion  of  the  Platonic  philofophy,  note  q, 
326. 

Orofi  us,  Paul  us,  quoted,  note  m,  loo,  note  f^  230.  His 
cold  and  tirefome  chronicle,  375. 

Ofiris  opens  the  firft  epoch  of  hiftory  with  war,  27. 

Overfeers  •  in  the  flave  colonies,  their  barbarity,  note  p, 
109. 

Owen,  Doctor,  enquires  into  the  ftate  of  the  feptuagint 
verfion,  appendix,  it. 

P. 

Paganifm,  enquiry  into  the  meaning  of  the  word,  282, 
&c.  Defpifed  by  its  own  ministers,  285.  But 
maintaining  its  credit  during  a  length  of  time, 
ibid. 

Panatben<eat  290. 

Pancratium  defcribed,  note  /,  91.  Of  fervice  to  the 
Grecian  fculptors,  ibid. 

Pandora,  her  box,  a  complete  and  judicioufly  aflbrted 
prefent,  264. 

Paris,  abbe,  account  of,  miracles  pretended  to  have 
been  wrought  at  his  tomb,  appendix,  22. 

*b  Pata- 
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Patagonians,  introduflion,  9. 

Patricians,  Roman,  held  moft  of  the  dignities  during 
the  fecond  Punic  war,  135.  Their  tyranny, 
194.  Their  opulence,  ufary,  and  fraud,  zoo. 

Paufanias,  his  excellence  as  a  writer,  63. 

Paufanias  (the  Lacedemonian  general)  fells  his  coun- 
try— how  difcovered — takes  refuge  in  the  temple 
of  Minerva — his  mother  clofes  up  the  door — he 
is  ftarved  to  death,  note  v,  72. 

Peace  the  firft  bleffing  of  a  people,  introduction^   IQ. 

Pedanius  Secundus  aflaffinated  by  one  of  his  flaves, 
note  q>  245. 

Penfylvania,  ftipulation  for  the  duration  of  its  laws, 
note  ft  84. 

People,  praifing  them  for  their  frugality  in  their  infant 
ftate,  what  like,  riotey,  206. 

Perfians  never  punifhed  the  firft  crime  with  death,  note g, 
58.  Decreed  that  parricide  fhould  not  be  liable 
to  any  penalty,  as  they  fuppofed  it  to  be  an  aft 
of  infanity,  iiid. 

Periius,  an  unhappy  prince,   175. 

Peter,  Saint,  remains  for  a  long  while  attached  to  the 
Jews,  307.  And  to  the  ancient  laws>  309. 

Petty,  Sir  William,  his  remarks  on  the  tranfportation 
of  the  inhabitants,"  and  moveables  of  Scotland, 
and  Ireland,  into  England,  appendix,  I. 

Phallus,  what,  note  £,.  405, 

Phantoms  appear  to  intimidate  workmen,  406. 

Phebidas  the  Spartan  takes  Thebes  by  treachery, 
note  t,  71. 

Phenicians,  their  fitaation,   100. 

Philip  the  fecond,  237, 

Philo  doubts  fome  particular  miracles,  302. 

Philofopher,  his  observation  on  a  paiTage  in  Genefis,  101. 

Phormio  with  twenty  gallies  compels  forty-fe.ven  Spar^ 
tan  gallies  to  Iheer  off,  ncte  t,  70, 

Phyfiocratia,  143. 

Pigeon* 
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Pigeons  feek  a  prote&ion  in  fociety,  introduction  6. 

Piato  compares  man  to  a  republic,  note  i,  181.  Hii 
obfervations  concerning  the  excellence  of  go* 
vernment,  182.  His  method  of  enquiring  into 
the  vices  of  a  government,  ibid. 

Platonifm,  at  what  period  a  fafhionable  do&rine,  322. 
Defcribed,  323. 

Plutarch  quoted.,  note  e,   169. 

Poet,  his  fine  obfervation  on  the  improvements  in  the 
art  of  war,  note  c,  221. 

Poetry,  its  derivation,  286.     Enquiry  into,  ibid. 
Poifoners  in  Rome,  a  lift  of,  note  z,  207. 
Political  writers  compared  to  the  antient  aftronomers, 
no. 

Polity,  the  meaning  of  the  word,  124.  The  fineft  ex- 
amples of  it  found  in  the  hillocs  of  ants,  and 
hives  of  bees,  125. 

Pollio  Vedius,  an  inflance  of  his  unfeeling  malignity » 
note  z,  2<j8. 

Polybius,  his  remarks  on  the  republics  of  Sparta,  and 
of  Rome,  note  g^  86< 

Polytheifm,  what  occafioned  its  long  duration,  286. 
Porfenna>   137. 

Pouilly,  Mr.  de,  account  of  his  obfervations  on  the 
uncertainty  of  the  Roman  hiftory — attacked  by 
Abbe  de  Sallier,  appendix,  7,  8,  and  21. 

Preconnizare,  what,  note  c,  395. 

Probus,  his  fhocking  manner  of  waging  war  againft 
the  Barbarians,  note  e,  277. 

Property  fhould  be  the  leading  principle  of  agricul- 
ture, 126. 

Protogenes,  his  fingular  abftemioufnefs,  note  k>  56. 

Pruffia,  king  of,  onte  accufed  of  temerity,  162.  What 
would  have  been  his  conduct,  had  he  been 
dictator  of  Rome,  when  Hannibal  made  his  en- 
try into  Italy,  166. 

*b  j  PugUatus 
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Pugilatus  defcribed,    note  i,    91.      Of  fervice  to   the 
Grecian  fculptors,  ibid. 

Punic,    firft  war,    detrimental   to  the   republic,    204. 
Carried  off  two  millions,  219. 

Punic,  fecond  war,   159. 

Pyramids  prove  the  ignorance  and  poverty  of  thofe  who 
affiited  in  their  conftru<ftion,  43. 


Quadi,  the  fordid  drefs  of  their  embafladors  throw  Va- 
lentinian  into  a  fit  of  paffion,  which  proved 
mortal,  note  k,  409. 

R. 

Regulus  defeated,  204. 

Republics  in  their  decline,  deplorable  and  contempti- 
ble, 217. 

Rhegium,  inhabitants  of,  treacheroufly  maflacred  by 
the  Romans,  204. 

Rhetra,  note  i,  287. 

Richlieu,  cardinal,  his  tejlament  politique,  211.  Who 
written  by,  note  a,  ibid. 

Rollin,  Mr.  errors  and  inconfiftencies  of  his  ancient 
hiflory,  note  f,  35.  His  grammatical  inceit, 
ibid.  His  language  highly  complimented  by 
bifhop  Atterbury,  ibid. 

Roman  emperors  kept  a  ftatue  of  fortune  in  their 
chamber,  169. 

Romans  employed  during  four  centuries  in  learning  the 
art  of  conquering,  1  10.  For  what  reafons  pof- 
terity  mould  admire  them,  in.  Their  go- 
vernment mixed  with  monarchy,  arillocracy, 
and  democracy,  122.  Their  firii  eftablilhment 
defcribed,  131.  The  real  fource  of  their  great- 
nefs,  134.  Their  bafe  fubjeftion  to  the  tyranny 
of  Tarquinius  Superbus,  134.  Roufcd  from  it 
by  the  circamftances  attending  the  death  of 
Lucretia,  ibid.  A  fpirit  of  ccnqueft  too  ge- 
nerally, and  falfcly  attributed  to  them,  138. 

What 


I    N    D    EX, 

What  mult  have  been  their,  fate,  if  Pyrrhus  hacf 
more  vigorouUy  interefted  himfelf  in  the  liberty 
of  Italy,  154.  The  treachery  by  which  they 
feize  on  Sardinia,  159.  Shamefully  defeated  by 
Hannibal,  ibid.  On  what  occafion  the  moil  to 
be  applauded,  169.  When  their  fortune  was 
molt  conlpicuous,  170.  Not  efteemed  by  the 
Greeks,  171.  Lay  fnares  to  deprive  the  Greeks 
of  their  liberty,  173,  174,  One  great  fource 
of  their  fuccefs,  188.  The  rigorous  laws  to 
which  their  wives  and  children  were  £ubjec"t, 
note  m,  1 89.  Fixed  no  particular  time  for  the 
emancipation  of  children  from  paternal  authori- 
ty, ibid.  Exemplary  behaviour  of  their  wives. 
190.  Ignorantly  imagine  themfelves  governed 
by  a  king,  who  had  been  dead  eight  days,  192. 
Receive  a  flave  for  their  king,  ibid.  Expofed 
to  the  tyranny  of  the  Patricians,  194.  OpprefTed 
by  the  fenate,  197.  Their  infatiable  thirfefor 
riches,  203.  Obtain  the  fovereignty  of  Capua, 
ibid.  Their  dreadful  fituation  daring  a  revolt 
in  that  country,  ibid.  Maflacre^  in  defiance  of 
the  faith  of  treaties,  all  the  citizens  of  Rhegium, 

204.  Plunged  into  new  troubles   by   the  firft 
Punic  war,   204.     Splendour  of  their  fuccefles, 

205 .  Their  miferies  defcribed  by  Tiberius,  206. 
Their  horrible  revolutions,  208.    Their  gloomy 
fadnefs,  note  a,  ibid.     Averfion   from  dancing, 
ibid.     Their  religion  as  ferocious  as  their  man- 
ners, note  a,  209.     Buried  pnfoners  alive,  after 
the  battle  of  Cannae,    in  order  to  appeafe  the 
Gods,  ibid.     Their  intolerant  fpirit  extended  to 
literature,    ibid.    210.      Should   have  a/Turned 
more  pacific  fentiments,  at  the  clofe  of  the  fe- 
cond  Punic   war,  219.     Proffer  liberty  to   the 
Greeks,  and  then  cruelly   deceive  them,  226. 
Treat  all  conquered  enemies  as  revolted  fubjefls, 
227.     Their  barbarity   to  the  Rhodians,    ^^•^. 
Their  condition  under  Auguftus,  238,  &c.  Their 
fufferings  under  the  tyrants  who  fill  up  the  fpace 
from    Auguitus,    to    Vefpafian,     240.       Admit 
ilrangers  to  the   rank  of  citizens,  note  m,  240. 
Their  degrees   of  nobility,  note  nt  242.     Their 
jmmben  under  Auguitus,  244.    Their  negledi 

*o  3  of 
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of  agriculture,  250.  Their  vertues,  256.  Stran- 
gers to  true  philanthropy,  ibid.  Why,  ibid. 
Their  empire  put  up  at  auclkon,  263.  Derive 
their  firft  notions  of  religion  from  the  Etrufcans, 
292.  Their  great  riches  at  the  period  when  they 
were  firft  attacked  by  the  Barbarians,  417. 

Roinauld,  Saint,  inflitutes  the  order  of  Camaldulians, 
notep,  67. 

Romulus,  account  of,  131,  186.  His  fenfible  and  hu- 
mane reltriftion  of  a  law,  permitting  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  deformed  children,  note  m,  189. 
Confults  the  flight  of  birds,  note  *»,  292. 

Roufleau,  Mr.  his  opinion  of  a  government  lodged  in 
a  reprefentative  body,  97.  Diffentedfrom,  Hid. 

Rufus,  ^Egnatitfs,  extinguished  a  fire  by  the  aliiilance 
of  his  own  flaves,  note  y,  245. 

Ruga,  Carvilius,  the  fiift  who  repudiated  his  wife— •• 
defpifed  on  that  account,  note  m,  190. 

Ruffians  ftill  preferve  their  idols,  note  g,  283. 
S. 

Sacrifices,  the  fatal  confequences  of  making  too  great 
ones  to  princes,  252. 

Saltier,  Abbe,  differs  from  Mr.  de  PcuiHy  on  the  fub- 
jeft  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  Roman  hiitory, 

appendix,  8. 

Salluft  quoted,  note  e,  82.  A  confeflion  from  him  not 
greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  Romans,  as 
wa/riorsy  note  z,  150. 

Samnites  hold  out  a  forty  years  war  againft  the  Romans, 
150. 

Sardanapalus,  too  feverely  cenfured  by  ancient  and  mo- 
dern writers,  34. 

Scipio,  his  celebrated  diverfion,  166.  Character,  167, 
168.  Tarnifhes  his  exalted  reputation  by  his 
cruelty  to  the  Numantians,  229.  Orders  the 
hands  of  four  hundred  youths  to  be  cut  off",  ibid, 

Scythians,  Cimmerian,  attack  the  Medes,  34. 

Sejanus, 
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Sejanus,  the  firlt  difturber  under  Tiberius  of  the  pub- 
lic happinefs,  239. 

Seide,  a  character  in  the  mahomet  of  Voltaire,  ap- 
pendiXy  20. 

Semiramis,  her  cruelty  and  ambition,  32. 
Sefoftris,  his  wars  unjuft,  28. 

Sibyls,  their  oracles,  a  forgery,  327.  Suppofed  by 
Sozomenes  to  have  alluded  to  the  myftery  of  the 
redemption,  404. 

Slack  th«  boxer,  note  /,  92. 

Slaves,  three  millions  to  every  million  of  free  Greeks, 
106.  Ought  to  be  allowed  more  freedom  in  our 
colonies,  note  /,  109.  Call  for  the  attention  of 
the  legiflature,  ibid.  Unpitied  by  their  pro- 
prietors, although  thefe  proprietors  pa/Ted  for 
celebrated  patriots  in  England,  ibid.  God  and 
nature  never  intended  that  any  individual  fhould 
be  a  flave,  ibid.  Four  hundred  executed  for  the 
guilt  of  one,  note  q,  245.  Six  hundred  fet 
apart  by  Auguftus  to  affiit  in  extinguifhing  fires, 
ibid.  One  ordered  to  be  thrown  to  monfters  for 
having  broken  a  glafs,  note  %,  258. 

Slavery  of  antient  times  mufl  have  rendered  the  con- 
dition of  humanity  more  deplorable  than  it  can 
poffibly  be  at  prefent,  102,  103,  104.  Who 
were  reduced  to  it,  ibid.  Their  great  numbers, 
ibid.  Shocking  proftitution  to  which  their  fe- 
male flaves  were  forced  to  fubmit,  104.  Re- 
marks on  the  flavery  of  the  modern  times,  105, 
106. 

Society,  ftate  of,  fenfe  given  to  this  expreffion,  a  mif- 
taken  one,  16. 

Socrates  boafts  of  his  influence  over  philofophy, 
note  bt  79. 

Sozomenes  mentions  the  abfence  of  Julius  from  the  Ni- 
cene council,  note  x,  331.  His  childifh  ilory  of 
Julian,  note  e,  404.  Suppofes  the  Sibyls  to  have 
alluded  to  the  myilery  of  the  redemption,  404. 

Sparta  oppofes  Greece,  65.  Protects  Dionyfius  the  ty- 
rant againft  the  people  of  Syracufe,  note  e,  82. 

*b  4  Spartans 
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Spartans  recommended  by  writers  on  morality,  intro- 
du£lion,  1 8.  Defcribed,  66.  Are  defeated  by 
Alcibiades,  note  /,  70  Forty- feven  of  their 
gallies  are  compelled  to  fheer  off  by  twenty  gal- 
lies  under  Phormio  the  Athenian,  it  id.  Defeat- 
ed at  Leuftra,  ibid.  Defeated  at  Man  tinea, 
ibid.  Send  embaffadors  to  the  Athenians  to  fue 
for  peace,  ibid.  Caufes  of  their  luccefs  during 
the  Peloponnefian  war,  ibid.  Jnitances  of  their 
injuilice,  ibid.  Hunt  and  deitroy  the  llotes,  75. 

Spearman,  Mr.  His  letters  on  the  fept;uagint  referred 
to,  note  /,  313. 

Starlings  (eek  a  protection  in  fociety,  introdufiian,  6. 
States,  the  goals  to  which  they  direft  their  courfe,  84. 

Statues  of  tyrants,  heads  of  them  only,  altered  for  ex- 
pedition, and  to  fave  the  expense  of  new  ones, 
note  bi  217, 

Strabo  reafons  like  a  geographer,  note  c,   157, 

Subject,  an  enquiry  into  his  fituation,  as  it  may  bear 
fome  relation  to  the  prince,  in  cafes  where  the 
weight  of  taxes  prefTes  on  the  firft,  44. 

Suetonius,  his  reafon  why  Auguftus  curtailed  the  diftri- 
bution  of  corn,  note  u,  250.  Produces  an  in- 
itance  to  prove  that  the  Jews  were  confounded 
with  the  ChriRians,  304.  Quoted,  (-vit.  Au- 
gufti,')  appendix i  8. 

Switzerland,  excellent  advantages  of  its  government,  88. 
Sylla,  his  cruelties,  235. 

T, 

Tacitus  quoted,  226,  ^33,  -45,  246,^248,  254.  Speaks 
of  the  Chriilians  as  feftaries  iffuing  from  Judaea, 
304.  Quoted,  ncte  b,  354. 

Tartars  accuftomed  to  wander  from  place  to  place,  271. 
Telcmachus,  35. 

7'ertullian  believed  the  foul  an^  even  God  to  be  ma- 
terial, 328.  Method  after  which,  in  cafes  of 
herefy,  he  advifes  a  recourfe  to  the  traditions  of 
the  church,  vote  x,  331, 

Thebes 


INDEX; 

Thebes  taken  treacheroufly  by  Phebidas  the  Spartan, 
note  t,  71. 

Themiftocles,  his  character  accurately  marked,  63. 

Tlieodofius,  his  exceflive  indolence,  388.  His  trea- 
chery to  Maximus,  note  u,  389.  Convinced  by 
Ambrofius,  how  fuperior  a  bimop  was  to  an  em- 
peror, 388,  390.  John  the  {binary,  and  John 
the  evangelift  appear  to  him,  under  the  form  of 
the  Diofcuri,  390.  His  cruelty  at  Theffalo- 
nica,  ibid*  i 

Theology,  a  beautiful  definition  of  it,  288, 
Therapeutic  defcribed,  appendix,   10. 
Thefeus,  his  character,  64. 
ThefTalonica,  maflacre  of,  notey,  391. 

Thucydides,  his  excellence  as  a  writer,  63.  His  true 
picture  of  the  manners  of  his  country,  87. 

Tiberius  defcribes  the  miferies  of  the  Roman  citizens, 
206.  Inferior  to  his  predeceflbr,  239.  For 
fome  time  praflifes  his  leflbns,  ibid.  Mifled  by 
Sejanus,  ibid.  On  what  occafions  free  from  fu- 
perltition,  299. 

Titus  {hewn  only  as  an  eternal  example,  255. 
Traditores  anathematized  by  the  Chriftians,  333. 

Trajan,  his  dreadful  perfecution  of  the  Jews,  255. 
difturbs  the  peace  of  the  Romans  by  a  paffion 
for  war,  256. 

Tranfylvania,  why  it  enjoyed  a  kind  of  liberty,  219. 

Tullius  Servius,  a  celeftial  flame  aflerted  to  hive  de- 
fcended  on  his  cradle,  145. 

Turenne,  why  a  great  general,  note  k,  356. 
V. 

Valens  treacheroufly  puts  to  death  an  Armenian  king, 
•    note  q,  379.     Shocking  effe&s  of  his  fuperftiti'.  n, 
ibid.     Deitroyed  by  the  Goths,  note  k,  410. 

Valentinian  deflroys  all  the  Goths  in  the  provinc      < 
the  empire,  by  an  aft  of  treachery,  note  q. 
Is  Itrangled  by  order  of  Arbogaites,  note  x,  389. 

Valeria^ 


I    N,  D,    Er  X. 

Valerian  law*  135; 

Vandafe,  Anthony,  his  differtation  on  the  oracles  of 
,  the  heathens,  appendix,   15. 

Vandale,  fruitlefs  attempt  to  fix  them  in  a  colony,  note  e, 
277.  Commit  their  ufual  acls  of  plunder,  ibia. 

Varro,  his  beautiful  definition  of  theology,  288. 

Veil,  long  fiege  of,    137.     A  fufpicious  refemblance  be- 
tween the  account  of  this  fiege,  and  the  fiege  of 
•Troy,    150. 

Velieius  Paterculus  quoted*  note  h,  232,  note  I,  235. 

Vefpafian  eftablifnes  peace  in  the  empire,  254.  Hor- 
rible effecls  duFing  his  reign,  of  ambition  and 
fanaticifm,  255.  .  •  - 

Vico,  Giam-Baptifta  feems  to  have  thought  itimpoffible 
to  reprefent  the  Romans  in  too  difgraceful  a 
light,  note  $,  113. 

Victory  never  can  reilore  what  the  orphans  and  widows 
lofe,  205. 

Vine,  miraculous  account  of  one,  405. 
Viriatos,  who,  aflaffinated,  note  g,  231. 
Underftanding,  human,  its  progrefs,  78,   141. 
Vulture,  dreaded  by  every  other  bird,  &c.  introdufl,  6. 

W. 

Walpole,  Mr.  Horace,  quoted,  appendix,   \. 

War,  enquiry  into  the  art  of  it  amongfi  the  Romans, 
136,  145,  note  x.  Not  improved  by  the  Romans 
until  after  great  and  frequent  mifconduft,  and 
much  bad  fuccefs,  145.  Occafions  ferocity  of 
manners,  iniroduftioni  19.  Its  different  caufes, 
ibid.  20. 

War  of  the  flaves  attended  by  the  lofs  of  one  million 
of  men,  232. 

Weed  near  the  Nile  more  durable  than  the  pyramids, 
appendix }  I. 

Wharton,  Mr.  note  c,  265. 

Writer  of  imagination,  how  captivated  by  an  ideax 
note  c}  116. 

World, 


INDEX. 

World,  magnificent  objefts  which  its  hiflory  prefenU 
to  us. 

X. 

Xenophon,  an  admirer  of  the  ancient  Perfians,  note  gt 
37.  His  excellence  as  a  writer,  63. 

Xerxes,  his  character  accurately  marked,  63. 

Xiphilinus,  his  mocking  account  of  the  revolt  of  the 
Jews,  notejt  255. 

Z. 

Zoology,  what,  141. 

Zopater  falls  a  facrifice  to  the  barbarity  of  Conflantine, 

354- 

Zofimus,  neither  an  elegant,  nor  a  judicious  hiftorian, 
387.  Fruitlefs  efforts  to  deftroy  his  works,  ibid. 
Gives  no  favour  to  Theodofius,  388.  His  ac- 
count of  the  monks,  note  %,,  391. 


CORRECTIONS 


CORRECTIONS  IN  THE  FIRST  VOLUME. 

INTRODUCTION. 

Page  17.  note  (c)  1.5.    inftead  of  "woXkrcc-s"    read 


Page  i8.1.  12.  inftead  of  "prescribed"  read  proscribed. 
Page  21.  1.  6.  inftead  of  "on  the  other,"  read  on  the 

other  hand. 
Page  22.  1.  16.  inftead  of  "  at  another,"  read  at  ano- 

ther time. 

SECTION  I. 
Page  35.  1.  4.  inftead  of  "on  the  other,"  read  on  the 

other  hand. 
......  note  (f)  1.  5.    inftead  of  "  cyropzedia,"  read 

Cyroptedia. 
.  ...........  1.  1  6.  inftead  of  "  he  goes  farther,'* 

read  he  goes  farther  ; 
............  1.  17.  inftead  of  "  held"  read  holden. 

............  1.   38.    inftead  of  "  logefit"     read 

logeoit. 
............  1.  39.  inftead  of   "  Romifh,"    read 

Roman. 
Page  41.  1.  20.  inftead  of  "  than  that"  read  than  that 

fpeculation. 

Page  42.  1.  5.  inftead  of  "hath  been"  read  have  been. 
Page  53.  1.  20.  inftead  of  "of  ftate"  read  of  the  ftate. 
Page  58.  1.  21.  inftead  of  "of  another,"  read  of  ano- 

ther convenience. 
Page  60.  note  (m)  1.  5.  inftead  of  "  Halicarnafleus," 

read  Halicarnaflius. 
Page  6  1.  1.  2.  inftead  of  "  mignificence,"  read  magni- 

ficence. 

Page  67.  1.  17.  erafe"of." 
Page  71.  1.  27.  inftead  of  "  Lacedemonions,"  read  La- 

cedemonians. 

Page  93.  1.  19.  inftead  of  "  forbode"  read  forebode. 
Page  97.  1.  17.  inftead  of  "where  as"  read  whereas. 
Page  100.  note  (m)  1.  i.  inftead  of  "  noftributa"  read 

nos  tributa. 
Page  108.  1.  6.  inftead  of  "toeftimate,  we  have,"  read 

to  eftimate.     We  have. 

Page  in.l.  ii.  inftead  of  "  policy"  read  polity. 
P-age  1  19.  1.  5.  inftead  of  "Froefiart,"  read  Froiflart. 
Page  127.  1.  5.  inftead  of  "  agragarian,"  read  agrarian. 
Page  150.   note  (z)    laft   line,  inftead  of  "  Romanb,'* 

read  Romanes. 
Page  151,  1.  6.  inftead  of  "attached"  read  attacked* 


CORRECTIONS  IN  THE  FIRST  VOLUME. 
Page  152.  1.  12.  inftead  of  "their"  read  thefe. 
Page  158.1.  24    read  whilft. 

....:.  .1.  25.  infteadof  "had,"  read  hath  gained. 
Page  161.  1.  16.  inftead  of  "  Sicinum"  read  Ticinum. 
Page  164.  1.  22.  infteadof  "  heighth"  read  height. 
Page  169.  1.  22.  infteadof  "refulerint,"  read  retulerint. 
Page  192.  L  8.  initead  of  "  corns"  read  corn. 

1.  13.  erafe  the  mark  of  interrogation. 

Page  193. 1.  3.  read  fatisfaclion. 

Page  200.  I.  21.  initead  of  "rank  magiftracy,"  read 

rank,  magistracy. 
Page  210.  1.  23.  read  fixtieth. 
Page  213.  1.  4.  read  dynafties. 

Page  217.  1.  i.  inftead  of  "  preferred"  read  retained. 
Page  231.  1.  6.  infteadof  "Tryption,"  read  Tryphon. 
Page  233.  1.  7,  inftead  of  "throne,"  read  thrown. 
Page  246.  1.  19.  read  Freinmemius.  .  . 

Page  249.  1.  3.  inftead  of  "  we,"  read  \\°re» 
Page  268.  1.  6.  inftead  cf  "  thofe  early"    read  thefe 

more  recent. 
Page  269.  1.  22.  inftead  of  "  as  lefs  than  it  was,'*  read 

as  greater  than  it  alfo  was. 

Page  292.  1.  16.  inftead  of  "  dogmas,"  read  dogmata. 
Page  293.  1.  10.  inftead  of  "importers,"  read  impoftors. 

1.  23.  inftead  of  "dogmas"  read  dogmata. 

Page  300.1.  3.  infteadof  "dogmas"  read  dogmata. 

Page  314.  1.  13.  read  Silenus. 

Page  315.  1.  27.  read  neceffity. 

Page  318.  I.  16.  read  dogmata, 

Page  329.  1.  28.  inftead  of  "  lafl.  note"  read  the  note  x. 

Page  331.  1".  13.  read  sTr^pe^e*. 

Page  341. 1.  21.  .inftead  of  "  he,"  read  fhe. 

Page  344.  I.  6.  inftead  of  "was"  read  became. 

Page  345.  1.7.  inftead  of   "  prefcription,"  read  pro- 

fcription. 
Page  401.   1.  10.  inftead  of  "  apud.  Hierofolymam,'* 

read  apud  Hierofolymam, 
1.  ii.  inftead  of  "inter  neciva"  read  inter- 

neciva. 
1.  19.  inftead  of  "in  exceflum"  read  inao 

ceflum. 

1.  21.  inftead  of  "  incertum"  read  inceptura. 

Page  414.  1.  14.  readfources. 

Correfiions  for  the  APPENDIX. 

Page  7.  1.  26.  inftead  of  ". peculiar, "  read  peculiar* 
P^ge  20.  1.  15.  inftead  of  "  pane,"  read  purle. 
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